
PDF Files 
 
Many of the links in this web site go to PDF files. The purpose of this document is 
to explain what these are and how to use them. 
 
What is a PDF file? 
 
Adobe PDF is an electronic file format created by Adobe that lets you view and 
print a file exactly as the author designed it, without needing to have the same 
application or fonts used to create the file. Since its introduction in 1993, PDF has 
become an Internet standard for electronic distribution that faithfully preserves 
the look and feel of the original document--complete with fonts, colors, images, 
and layout.  
 
To read a PDF file one must use Adobe Reader or one of the other PDF reader 
programs. 
 
Adobe Reader is free software that lets you view and print Adobe Portable 
Document Format (PDF) documents and fill in Adobe PDF forms.  
 
If you do not have Reader, you may download it free from: 
http://get.adobe.com/reader/ 
 
How do you read PDF file? 
 
From within this web site just click on a link, an underlined text or any photo 
area where the mouse pointer turns into a hand with the index finger pointed. If 
you have Reader, the document will open and you may read it on your screen. 
 
 
If you wish to save the file to your computer, you just find the word “File” in the 
upper left corner of the PDF document screen and click on it. Next you select 
“Save a Copy” or just “Save as” and select that. You will then need to tell it where 
to save the file on your computer. I normally save to my Desktop and then move 
it to My Documents or just Documents. 
 
That’s all there is to reading a PDF file. 
 
Some PDF files have Bookmarks or Chapters; if so there will be little page type 
symbols on the upper left margin. Normally, the second one down will be the 
Bookmarks or Chapters. For example, the PDF file of the book 24th Forward has 
bookmarks on major topic areas as well as on all maps. This helps to facilitate 
navigating the documents. 
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