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Thomas H. Compere, 84, 

corporation counsel for both 
Highland Park and Lake Forest, was 

the recipient of the 1980 
Distinguished Public Service Award 

of the National Institute of 

Municipal Law Officers. 

A resident of Highland Park, he 

died Saturday in Whitehall Nursing 
Home, Deerfield. 

``He was very, very friendly and 
devoted to his friends,`` his wife, 

Elise, said. ``He devoted himself to 
the cities he worked for.`` 

Mrs. Compere said that Highland 

Park is flying its flag at half staff in 
Mr. Compere`s honor. ``That`s 

how much the people there thought 
of him,`` she said. 

Mr. Compere was corporation 
counsel for Highland Park from 

May 1951 and for Lake Forest from 

April 1964 until his death. For a 
number of years, he was village 

attorney for Mettawa. 

Mr. Compere was a leading expert 

of special assessment procedures in 
Illinois. 

A native of Monticello, Ark., he 

graduated from Ouachita College in 
Arkadelphia, Ark. 

Mr. Compere received a law degree 
from Northwestern University in 

1929 and began a practice in 

Chicago. 

In 1942, he joined the Army and 

spent more than three years in the 
South Pacific, where he was on the 

staff of the commanding general of 
the 24th Infantry Division. He was 

discharged as a lieutenant colonel 
and later was made a full colonel in 

the reserves. 

``His warmth, wit and Southern 
gentility endeared him to all who 

knew him,`` his son, Richard, said. 

Survivors, besides his wife and son, 

include another son, Thomas C.; a 
daughter, Mary Collins; seven 

grandchildren; and four great-

grandchildren. 

Visitation will be from 4 to 8 p.m. 

Tuesday in the Kelley and Spalding 
Funeral Home, 1787 Deerfield Rd., 

Highland Park. 

Services for Mr. Compere will be 

held Thursday in Hamburg, Ark. 


