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A FEW WORDS ON 6TH MED. TK. BN.

It's a long and glorious hiatory that
dates the 6th Med, Tk. Bn. baok to WWI days.
It was oonstituted and organized in England
on 25 April 1918 ae the 1lst Bn, Tank Csnter,
It was redesignated as the 326th Battallon,
Tank Corpe on 6 June 1918 and as the 344th
Battalion Tank on 12 Sept. 1918.

In 1921, 1t became the 15th Tank Batta-
lion, 18t Tank OGroup. In 1929, it was
changed to 2nd Battalion, 1st Tank Regiment.
In 1932, in true Army fashion, it was again
changed; this time to 2nd Bat., 66th Inf.
(Light Tanks),

In July of 1940 1t became asaigned to the
2nd Armored Division. It wae reorganized
in March of 1946 with the addition of two
companiee of the 67th Armored Regiment and
wae redesignated 6th Tank Battalion, 2nd
Armored Divieion with Able, Baker, Charlie,
Dog and Servioe Companies.

It beoame a separate Medium Tank Batta-
lion on 30 Bept. 1948,

It's battle honors include:

World wWar I
St. Mihlel
Meuse-Argonne

World War II
Algeria-French Morocco (with arrow-
head)
91011y (with arrowhead)
Normandy
Northern France
Rhineland
Ardennes-Alsace
Central Europs

Company A entitled to Silver Band on
guidon staff, insoribed SOMME OFFENSIVE.

Service Company entitled to Silver Band
on guidon staff, inscribed FRANCE, WWI,

UNIT DECORATIONS:

Distinguished Unit Streamer embroidered
NORMANDY

Streamer in the oolors of the Belglan
Croix de CGuerre embroldered BELGIUM

Streamer in the colors of the Belglan
Crolx de Guerre embroidered ARDENNES

Fourragere in the colors of the Belgian
Croix de Guerre :

8treamer in the colors of the French
Croix de CGuerre with Palm, embroidered ST.LO

REUNION TIME 1952

Reunion time for the 24th Div. Assoc.
national officers covers a period of several
monthe, The work on the !52 Reunion actually
began last August when the Conventlon was
officially awarded to Columbus at the Detroit
Reunion.

Ken Roes and his Reunion Committee have
been performing diligently in the trememdous
task of making the necessary plans and ar-
rangements for a successful and happy get-
together of all "Taro Leafers.”

During the next flve months, the work of
the Committee will gain momentum and as we
procec6 you will be kept fully informed re-

garding the plans for your complete enjoy-

ment., o ey =

The headquarters of the Reunion will be at
the Deshler Walleok Hotel and the program of
events for the three days will far surpass
any former sefforts of the Assocolation.

Plan that vacation now to coincide with
the Reunion., Figure now on that weekend 1in
August in Ohlo.

You were a front line soldier =-- now be
a front line member and arrange to meet with
us all in Columbus,

teeenne

CARPENTER GETS HELD UP

Jim Mims of Mldland, Tex., la not asleep.
He recently wrote ua: "*Have a carpenter
working on my houss who was in the 34th
Regt. Will get him signed up before he
leaves the Jjob.® Either he Joins up or he
finds himself working for nothing, eh Jim?

LI 222l

5TR DIV,

Ma). Gen, Laurence B, Kelser, now command-
ing the 5th Div, at Indiantown Gap, Pa,, 18
interested in all returning combat men being
given thes opportunity to Join thelr combat
divieion assoolation, Capt, Clair M, Wolfe
wrote us about this and we immediately sent
2 load of material down there, We hope we
do some good there,

SOUND
AND TTPIEEZI;T][J<I?{TSK"

Carl and Ginny Neumann (2lst) at Colgate
U, sent us a Chrisetmas card for Bill Verbeok
and asked us to forward it to Bill as they
didn't have Blll's address, We "dood 1t*,
kide. For the record, Bill's address is 2320
N. Florida 8t., Arlington, Va, After we're
able to do & gnod turn like thie in the name
of the Aeeoc., weé settle back with that
pleased look, as though we had just laid an
egg with a doudble yolk. Throw ue your prob-
lems, boys !

LAl L L]

HAL CROSSES "KAI" ONCE AGAIN

Bal Cloore (Div.Hq.-0-3 Sect.,) dropped in
to say “Hello" the other day. He was on his
way to Greece to serve with the U,S. M1il.Aid
Mission. His new address, Casual Mall Dir.,
APO 206 c/o P.M., New York, N.Y. Hal jJust
completed a tour at 5th Army HAqs, in Chicago
where our own A,C.B8mith is Army Commander.

LT
SMELES PROM THE REMTALNY

Mark and Elsa Kreidberg (Div.Hq.-G-3) re-
port that Ellie Fuller (Div.Hq.,0-3 from
12-46 to 4-49) is back with Career Mgt., in
the A.0.0., Pentagon,after a tour with the
2nd Div. in Xorea. We're glad you made it
back home, Ellls.

Snacene

Jack Denny (1lth F. from 4-10-41 to 3-4=
45) of Lexington, Ky., has Just reported in,
He's a salesman for Farmer Motor Co. selling
Studebakers, Jack and his wife have 2 chlld-
ren, both girls, agese 44 and 1. We hope you
oan make it to Columbdbua in August, Jack,
What are you driving these days, a Pontiac?

RENG00e

RUTH AND TCOM SCHMITZ2 CHECK IN

Ruth and Tom Schmitz (19th) have Jjust
sent in word that they'll both be in Colum-
bue in August, They are the first to indi-
cate their intentions, Thanks, kids. Now
let's add to the list they've started. Who
will be next to say *Yes"?

KReeane

ROY STOFFEL DOES IT

Roy and Alma Stoffel (19th) report the
birth of twine on Sept., 30, 1951. Roy re-
minds us of the propaganda going around ths
South Pacific in the old days. He says that
atabrine bueineees wag "pure bunk” and has
Bobby and Barbara Stoffel to prove 1t,

.. In.a P.S., Roy adds: “Upon request, I!l11
give you my formula for twing.* That's a
deal, Roy; you eend it along and we'll pub-
lish 1%,

TALKING SHOP

We have collected together some figures on
rallroad fares between various cities and
Columbus, Ohlo, These figuree represent
round trip fares and include the tax, We'll

e looking for you in Columbus in August.

Hers they are:

To Columbus, Ohilo
From -- and return

8t. Louls, Mo, $29.84
Chicago, Ill, 23.29
Minneapolis, Minn, uh 39
Detroit, Mioch, 14,19
Los Angeles, Cal, 123.63
San Franoisco, Cal. 123.63
Seattle, Wash, 114,25
Boston, Mass, 56,67
New York, N.Y, 51,75
Syracuso, N.Y. 31.80
Philadelphia, Pa. 35.82
Washington, D.C. 32.55
Memphis, Tenn. 35.06
Kansas City, Mo. b4, 33

MORE LIABION

H. V. Porter, National Seoretary of the
Society of the Fifth Division, writes us,
"This is a mighty nice magazine of which you
can be Justly proud.* Thank you, kind sir,
Just for that, if we know of anyone who wore
the red dlamond, we!ll give them your nams,
He's at 289 Blackhawk Rd., Riverside, Ill.,
Harry Sauleen, Secretary of the Assoc. of
the 8ixth Infantry Divielon, advises ue that
their strength ie around 2600. We'll see 1if
we can't help you grow, Rarry, by referring
friende who served with you to you at 5325
Hiawatha Ave., Mlnneapolis 17, Minn,........
Qur silster division, the Lightnin' 25th, ha
an Assoc. now, Write to Tom Badger, P,0.Box
101, Arlington, Va, for information. They
put out a paper called, "Tropic Lightning
Flashes." We're looking for our copy of it,
Tom; where is 1t?..... The Yankee Divialon
Assoo. (26th Div.) has about 3500 paid-up
members., And we thought we were big. H.Ouy
Watte, i1s National Secretary and may be lo-
cated at 200 Huntington Ave., Boston, Masse...
Theee Assoolations are working together,
Let's pitoh in and give them each a hand
wherever possible,.

LA XYY}

BACKSTAGE

GENERAL ORDERS 77, DEPT. OF THE ARMY,
SEPT, 5, 1951

Another Disestinguished Unit Citation has
been conferred in the name of the Prealdent
88 publio evidence of deserved honor and dis-
tinction. The latest one of particular in-
tereat to ue reads:

Headcuarters and Headquarters Company and
Medical Compan 21st Infantry Regiment,
20th Infantry Division (second award), dis-
tinguished themaeelvea by extraordinary hero-
ism and outstanding performance in action
against an armed enemy near Banghongj)ong-ni,
Korea, on 27 May 1951. When forward elements
of the 2let Infantry Regiment raced through
enemy forces and made contact with units of
a friendly division on thelr right, a largs
number of the Chinese Communigts Army were
effeotively sealed off within the trap. Head-
quartera and Headquarters Company and Medical
Company formed a Joint perimeter defense far
from any supporting rifle unite of the regi-
ment, At about 0200 hours, this perimeter
wag attacked by aspproximately 300 well-armed
enemy troops trying to break through to
their own linee. A hastily bolstered defense
repulesed their attack with heavy losses. The
brunt of the 1initial phase of the first
attack was taken by the Medical Company.
Here, such deedly fire was placed on the ad-
vancing snemy that they were thrown into
oonfusion momentarily, but soon recovered
and repsumed the assault, finally being thron
back after suffering heavy casualties. With-
drawing to high ground, the enemy placed
sutomd tho—weapotmfire—frntothepertaeier,
bringing the entire area under harassing
fire. This fire was 1ifted from time to time
as the enemy made repsated attacke every 30
to 50 minutes until daylight. These attaoks
increaged in strength and determination, Men
were shifted to meet each new threat as 1t
developed, turning every attack into a bit-
ter defeat for the enemy. During these en-
counters, rifle butts, bayonets, fiate, and,
on one occasion, an axe were used to the
best possible advantage. At about 0630 hours,
more enemy were observed heading down a val=-
ley toward the command post area, Every
avallable man was alerted to stop them and
this enemy foroe was engaged and thrown back,
At this time, units of a friendly regiment
arrived on the scene and soattered engage-
ments continued until 1100 hours, Enemy
casualties were 300 dead, approximately 250
wounded, and 450 prisoners taken, Thie hero-
ic defense sgainet tremendous odds was ao-
oomplished by relatively untrained men,
unueed to close combat, whose duties were
aoetly administrativs, Headquarters and
Aeadquarters Company and Medloal Company,
21et Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Divi-
slon, dleplayed such gallantry, determina-
tion, and esprit de corpe in accomplishing
thelir mission under extremely difficult and
hazardous conditions aa to set them apart
and above othsr unite partioipating in thia
campalgn, and by their extraordinarily hero-
1o conduct they brought great credit on
themeelves and the military eervice of the
United States,
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