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Augsburg says “Goodbye” 

The departure of the US Army proved:  

Occupiers became friends 

From Our Correspondent: Alfons A. Schertl 

The first thing noticed during this farewell celebration were the songs performed by an 
American and a German choir. The Americans sang “Goodbye, Don’t Stay Away Too 
Long”, even though they were the ones leaving, and the Germans, from the Greiner 
Music School, sang “Do I Have to Leave This Town?”, even though they were the ones 
staying behind. (The opposite would probably have been more appropriate). But it didn’t 
really matter much during this farewell celebration held in the Golden Hall of the City 
Hall. Some experienced heartfelt feelings, while others maintained their “cool”. Still 
others, as always, simply enjoyed the golden flair of the hall, which radiated with all its 
beauty throughout this summer weekend. 

Augsburg’s mayor, Dr. Peter Menacher, observed during the celebration that “an era 
has ended“. He was very moved when he said: “History rarely has such fair victors as 
the Americans were in 1945.  

They came in the name of human rights. Their purpose was not annexation, but 
liberation. Victors turned into friends; partnership turned to friendship”. 

The mayor knows from many conversations and letters that some Americans found 
more of a home in Augsburg than elsewhere. The departure of the troops will not 
change that. “We are not considering this a final stroke, but simply a hiatus”. His final 
words: “Think kindly about Augsburg, the city which was your home (for 53 years) and 
in which you will always be welcome”. 

Cooperation Instead of Confrontation 

Minister of Construction and Building, Eduard Oswald, the highest representative of the 
Federal Government in the Augsburg area, emphasized that the departure of the troops 
and the way it was initiated reflects a growing understanding among the two cultures.  
Cooperation has replaced confrontation. The minister emphasized: “America always 
stood by our side as a dependable friend. German post-war history is also a history of 
American vision and solidarity”. He added: “Eight years ago, more than 320,000 
American soldiers were stationed in Europe; today there are fewer than 100,000. The 
new politically secure environment has made this possible”. 
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Twelve Years in Germany 

Colonel Barbara G. Fast, who is the longest residing and highest ranking US Army 
representative in our area, emphasized that the first relationships between Americans 
and Germans started shortly after the end of the war. She has personally gained many 
positive impressions in the twelve years she has spent in Germany. She also said that 
the current generation also won the third war, the Cold War. 

The Colonel also said that both countries have a lot to be proud of. The fact that Bavaria 
has no fewer then 14 German-American Clubs, the most in all of Germany, speaks of 
good neighborly relationships. Augsburg’s hospitality offered a home away from home 
for many Americans and friendships forged during this time will endure the test of time. 
“I thank all of you in the name of all Americans who were here at one time or another. 
May God bless us all.” 

On the Right Path 

Lieutenant General Robert S. Coffey also emphasized that he had never experienced 
such a heartfelt farewell as here, were former adversaries became comrades. “Both of 
our nations are on the right path” he continued, and “the spirit of Augsburg will 
accompany us to America”. 

Numerous meetings and events filled this farewell weekend: open concerts ranging 
from Country Western, to Rock ’n Roll, to Classical at the Reese Kaserne Parade 
Grounds. There were Elvis Presley and Marilyn Monroe imitators; Square Dancing was 
offered; the Augsburg Philharmonic with the American Peter Leonard conducting; 
Mezzo-Soprano Lorrain DiSimon; and inline skaters with their jumping teams showed 
off their skills. 

 

 

 


