




Following are excerpts 
from the interview: 

Question: What was your 
personal motive hehind attempt· 
ing to assassinate President Park 
Chung Hee? 

KIM: Although I was too young 
to remember, my parents lived in a 
poor condition under the domination 
of the Japanese government, and I 
felt certain -that if the trend continued 
I would receive the same treatment 
from the American imperialists occu
pying South Korea. I thought the 
solution would be to support Kim II 
Sung* in liberating the South Korean 
people, who were being treated in the 
same way my parents were treated 
by the Japanese before 1945. 

Since I was loyal to the Kim II 
Sung government, I was trusted. I was 
selected to undertake the mission to 
Seoul, and I did not refuse. I volun
teered because I hated Americans and 
their collaborators in the South 
Korean government. 
'" The North Korean premier. Although 
a native of North Korea. Kim II Sung 
is said to have been a captain in the 
Russian Army during World War ll. At 
the close of the war he was tapped by 
the Soviets to be premier of their newly
acquired satellite. 

Q. What were you taught 
ahout the United States and the 
American people? 

KIM: I was taught, through the 
policies of the Labor Party, * that 
after World War II, when the Ger
mans were destroyed, the United 
States attempted to dominate the 
whole world, but failed to do so. Even 
so, they maintained their desire to 
dominate the entire world. They 
started to dominate Korea first so 
they could have a base of operation 
from which to walk into China and 
Russia and dominate those countries. 
I was taught that this was possible 
politically and militarily. 

Proof of this desire came when 
the United States colonized South 
Korea and then attempted to do the 
same to North Korea. That is why 
the United States started the Korean 
War on 25 June 1950. They let the 
South Koreans use weapons and equip
ment made in the United States and 
told them to fight against the North 
Korean people. I was taught that the 
purpose of the war was so the United 
States could make all Korea its terri-

Union and other 
Communist states, the government of 
North Korea is operated by a party, 
made up of citizens of proven loyalty 
to the state. In North Korea, the party 
is the Labor Party and is believed to be 
made lip of one out of every ten citi
zens of North Korea. 

-~~ ~~-...... 

Q. What are newspapers like 
in North Korea? 

KIM: In North Korea nothing 
can be printed that criticizes the 
government. They . can print and an
nounce only that which can be utilized 
for good propaganda purposes. Publi
cations and speech is well-controlled. 

North Korea makes many false re
ports through its mass communica
tions. As you know, after we came 
down here, our agents were killed. But 
I heard a North Korean report that 
it was South Korean youths who had 
rebelled ainst their government with 
arms. like this are reported 
in this manner by North Korea. 

Q. How did yon learn that 
North Korea was reporting this 
ahout your team? 

KIM: I listened to a North 
Korean broadcast here in the South. 

Q. How many kinds of news
papers are there in North Korea? 

KIM: All of the newspapers are 
controlled by the government. All of 
the papers are the organization news
papers of the various agencies exist
ing in North Korea. There are no 
privately published papers available. 

Q. Have you ever read in a 
North Korean newspaper a criti
cism of Red China or the Soviet 
Union? 

KIM: Occasionally I have seen 
criticisms of China's Great Cultural 
Revolution and also criticisms of 
Khrushchev and his ideas on revised 
Communism. 

Q: What is the difference in 
the treatment of memhers of the 
Lahor Party as opposed to those 
who are not memhers? 

KIM: There is no remarkable 
difference between the two. However, 
when a member and a non-member 
work in one place, the Labor Party 
member has a better chance of being 
promoted to leadership status. Also, 
non-members have less spiritual free
dom and advantages in their daily 
lives than party members. 

Q. What do you mean hy 
spiritual freedom? 

KIM: I mean non-members can't 
speak freely in public and they can't 
lead other people, and things like that. 

Q. Does this mean all school 
teachers are memhers of the 
Lahor Party? 

KIM: No, not all of them are 
members, but those who aren't mem
bers can't speak on the party or its 
policies, and may speak only on their 
special subjects-like science and pro
fessional techniques-which they are 
assi&ned. • 

t.}. Are there such places as 
officers' cluhs within the North 
Korean Army where officers can 
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go to drink and talk things over 
with one another? 

KIM: No, however, those with 
special missions, such as I had, can 
go to, civilian restaurants and enjoy 
any type of alcoholic beverage North 
Korea has to offer. 

Q. And when you did get to
gether, did you talk about Kim 
II Sung and his policies? 

KIM: No, we usually discussed 
our past lives and how we would live 
in the future, and also talked about 
our families. Occasionally we would 
criticize our military leaders, but not 
in front of them. 

Q. If you criticized military 
leaders, was there not the possi
bility that you would progress to 
criticisms of Kim II Sung and 
bis policies? 

KIM: No, because when some
thing goes wrong in North Korea, it 
is understood that Kim II Sung made 
the best policies but the people work
ing for him made a mistake. 

Q. On yowr way down to 
Seoul, you and the other agents 
held four South Korean civilians 
captive for about five hours. Be
sides intelligence questions, what 
else did you discuss with them? 

KIM: We told them that the 
American imperialists treat the South 
Koreans terribly and we also spoke 
out against President Park Chung 
Hee. We told them life was better 
in North Korea than in South Korea 
and we told them that within a short 
time unification would be accom
plished. Then we threatened to kill 
the four men if they reported seeing 
us to. the police or local military au
thorities. 

Q .. Why didn't you kill them? 
KIM: Our plans were to stay in 

South Korea for only three days. The 
four men were young and we felt they 
should not be killed and also that if 
we killed them, their families would 
know something was wrong when they 
didn't return home. lbeir families, 
we feared, would contact the police 
or the army. 

We thought by threatening them 
with death they would take much 
longer to report us than if we killed 
them and prompted their families to 
report us. 

Q. SO when you released 
them you felt they would co
operate with you at least to some 
extent, right? 

KIM: Yes. We never thought 
that all South Koreans were anti
communist and we expected some of 
them would give us help. We didn't 
expect everyone to cooperate, but 
we felt some would agree with our 
mission and aid us. 

Q. Did you think that the suc
cessful completion of your mis
sion would trigger another war 
in Korea? 

KIM: No, I never thought that 
it would create another war. I figured 
it would create political problems 
within the. South Korean government 
and would agitate the South Korean 
people to fight with arms against their 
government and the American im
perialists. We knew that if they did 
this, North Korea would aid them 
militarily. 

Q. Did you have any other 
instructions other than killing 
President Park and destroying 
his residence? 

KIM: We had no other instruc
tions. However, we felt that the South 
Korean people would join in for 
further uprisings against their govern
ment. We felt that when the South 
Korean people knew we were in 
Seoul, it would give them confidence 
that North Korea would aid them 
militarily if they staged an uprising 
against their government. 

Q. Would you tell us about 
industries in North Korea? 

KIM: Most of North Korea's de
veloped industries lean towards heavy 
manufacturing, rather than light in
dustry. North Korea can produce 
much of its war material now. includ
ing tanks. . 

Q. What other kinds of 
weapons does North Korea pro
duce? 

KIM: It manufactures semi-auto
matic rifles. Before. all of these 
weapons were supplied by the Soviet 
Union, but now the weapons are pro
duced by North Korea because all 
North Koreans are equipped with 
weapons. 

Q. Does North Korea produce 
all of its own weapons?

KIM: Heavy weapons and large 
guns are supplied by the Soviet 
Union, but for all other war materiel. 
North Korea is self-supporting. 

Q. What about airplanes? 
KIM: They are supplied by the 

Soviet Union and also Red China. 
Q. How would you compare 

the industries in North Korea 
with those in the South? 

KIM: I believe North Korea is 
ahead of South Korea in heavy in
dustry. . 

Q. What is the relationship 
between war industries and the 
normal consumer goods in North 
Korea? 

KIM: Since there is a priority 
on the production of war materiel, 
the daily-needs items are not suf
ficiently produced. Although North 
Korea can produce milch war ma
teriel, the production of textiles and 
other daily necessities is at a very low 
level. This is due to the stress on 
heavy industry. 

Q. Is North Korea aiding the 
war in Vietnam? 

KIM: It is supporting North 
Vietnam with rifles, hand grenades 
and army uniforms. North Korea has 
also sent a number of its officers to 
North Vietnam to give tactical ad
vice. There is also a rumor that the 
North Korea Air Force is aiding Viet
nam, but I'm not sure about this. 

Q. You mentioned that in 
North Korea you were taught 
that South Korea is not ('..apable 
of producing much of anything. 
Has what you have seen thus far 
in Seoul changed your mind? 

K,IM: Yes. Unexpectedly I saw 
that South Korea is producing high
quality items. Nobody in North Korea 
would believe that South Korea has 
reached this level. In fact, nobody in 
North Korea would even dream that 
South Korea could do this much. 

Q. What things did you find 
better in North Korea? 

KIM: Besides kimchi" and 
girls? Nothing. 

* Kimchi is a traditionally favorite food 
of the Koreans and, along with rice, is 
the staple of their year-round daily diet. 
It is made from cabbage fermented in 
herbs and spices. 
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