
     

  1 

Source Unknown (Possibly Augsburger Allgemeine)         AZ/ Nr. 138  Friday, June 19, 1998      

The Third Page 

They Came as Occupiers, They Left as Good Friends 

“Good bye Americans”: The era of US troops in Augsburg ended after 53 years with a 
large farewell taps 

At 7:30 on April 28, 1945, Leni Lechner secretly photographed US troops with field 
packs and rifles marching into Augsburg from her parents’ shop window near the 
[Augsburg] Cathedral. This is the only know existing photograph of that event. The 
Americans came as occupiers. For 53 years they were part of this Swabian metropolis’ 
history. This era ends this weekend. The city says farewell to good friends: “Good bye 
Americans”. 

Colonel Clyde “Joe” Crawford, local commander from 1979 – 1983 recently 
remembered: “In every bar, in every store were Americans. You could feel America. 
Augsburg was a city with American ‘flair’”. 

During its peak in the 60s, up to 30,000 Americans, soldiers, dependents and civilians, 
lived on the Lech [River], a city within a city. They did not bring only ice cream and 
chewing gum, they built their own infrastructure: housing, schools, a hospital, theaters, 
clubs, churches, sports complexes, criminal investigative offices, military courts, 
newspapers, and radio stations. They filled up their road cruisers with cheap gasoline, 
bought hamburgers, and tax-free cigarettes in the US shopping center, the PX, a store 
where only dollars were accepted and even cans of Coke came from the US. 

Living together was not always easy for Americans and Germans, and not only during 
the first few months after the war. Locals don’t like to remember the end of the 60s, 
when whole units of soldiers serving in Vietnam were sent to the Lech for R&R. Several 
unsolved female murders were blamed on the GIs. In 1970, Brigade Commander 
George H. Young was recalled to the US because of the My Lai Massacre.  

The Vietnam War was not the only event leaving its mark. The “Black Power 
Movement”, racial hatred, and segregation also shed a negative light on the US troops. 
Almost daily, white and black soldiers in company strengths fought in “Ami-Bars”, either 
the “Costa-Bar” or the “Oase” during the late 50s and 60s. Alois Gleich, son of the 
former Hillbilly Bar owner, remembers “After a massive fight, we had to call a painter the 
next day because everything was full of blood”.  

Parachutists, infantry members, and tank drivers had not only quick fists; they also were 
quick in spending their dollars. The “wild sixties” were also “golden times” for the 
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restaurants, cab drivers, waiters, bar maids, and street walkers. German girls teased 
their hair, skirts were short, and music from Elvis and Louis Armstrong blared from 
loudspeakers. The [US] dollar was worth DM 4.20 and the US boys spent accordingly. 
“A lot of soldiers spent money with both hands. We frequently found $10 or $20 bills on 
the floor after closing time”, recalls barmaid Lilo Meisinger of the ‘Western Saloon’”. 

Huge Economic Factor 

The US troops were a substantial economic factor for Augsburg. At the end, Americans 
spent $35 million yearly for the garrison alone. Craftsmen, shipping and freight 
companies, and smaller firms already lost substantial revenues with the systematic 
troop withdrawal. 

The last two decades experienced an easing of tensions between Germans and 
Americans. The former brawlers and occupiers became true friends. The yearly planting 
of a friendship tree turned into more than a required event for the mayor and the US 
commander. The former US community of 30,000 shrank to about 500 soldiers due to 
the global political climate. They are specialists at the top secret, covert listening station 
in Gablingen. What will be left once the Americans are gone? The people of Augsburg 
“inherit” 175 Hectares (about 70 acres) of barracks grounds and 1880 apartments in the 
US housing development. The latter are being modernized and refitted to German 
standards for around DM 200 million. New “districts” are established in the middle of 
Augsburg.  

The people of Augsburg will be saying a final “good bye” to the US troops today and 
tomorrow. The Stars and Stripes will be lowered for the last time during taps in the 
Rosenau Stadium. The era of Americans in Augsburg and Swabia has officially ended. 


