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G4OF1- 5% th Way, Morth, Apt. 940
Kemmetr City, Flaorlda 33707
Febriary 17, 1690

Yr. Kenwood Ross, Edltor

The Taro Leaf

127 Maple Street

Springfleld, Ha. 111353 Subjects Cecovention Cartoons
Dear Keni

I figured that I had hetter serd you a selection of conventlen
cartoons well In advancel

Last year I goofed and did a lot of werk feor nothing as I did

F“ N not allow sufflclent time for pre-publicatlon preperation!

X CAN'r WAITy DEAR, FOR THE TARO LEAF REUNION
W BUFFALD ON SEFTEMBER Z7th To THE 30th/!

S0 this year I'll get smart and allow you sc-e time for 2z selection
process! { Or Af you decide not to use any of the three it is 0.X.
by me, as I realime that 1 tend to be a "little far cut” most of
the timel).

I sometirmes wish that my attempted humor -as rore normel, but I
can not seer to ¢ome up vith the run of the mill jokes! Sorryl
Anyway, I appreclate your understanding and patlence with ne,
Thanks for giving we Taro Leaf men such a fine puplicationl As an
ald advertising and sales "worker", I can sympathize with your
ongoing problems in putting out such a fine paper. Keep up the
good workl

B taa er

OH, YoU MEN JUST SIT ARDUND AND SHOW
EARCH OTHER YOUR GDOD CONDUCT
RIBBONS AND OLD WAR WOUNDSS

™ -

NO WE DONT NOW/ WE SAVE THEM FoR

THE HOSPITALITY R0OOM WAITRESSES .
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JOSEPH J. MCKEON
(19th '49-'51)

12733 Muscatine St.,
Arleta CA 91331
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A one-year subscription (5 issues,
maybe 4, maybe 6) costs $10.00; outside
U.S. §25.00,

All correspondence (manuscripts,
pictures, federal grants, plaudits,
threatening letters, etc.) should be
addressed to the Editor.

In accordance with the rights granted
by the First Amendment, the opinioms
expressed in the magazine are those of the
authoros and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Assoclation,

Published remarkably without regard to
sex, race, color, creed, lifestyle,
national origin, political orientation,
physical handicap, or age.

L

Are Your Current 1939-90 Dues Paid?
Subscription /Membership Year
August 1, 1989 - July 31, 1990

Check your card TODAY!!!
It will cost your association time and money to
bill you.
Please pay dues promptiy!

A good newshound
can always smiff
out a good story

BOB ROY, SR. (M Zlst '"49-"51) of

RD 4, Box 402A, Wynantskill NY L".'_*I‘?:,
has printed up 5000 of these. He ll mnil
you any guantity you may ask for.

TO HONOR A KOREAN WAR VETERAN

There were 3,500,000 men and women who are veterans of the
Korean War. They served their nation from June 25, 1950 until January 30,
[955. One Million, Five Hundred Thousand served in Kores, but the
service af others in the United Stales or in Berlin or in Alaska was no less
vilal, and helped this nation survive one of the mos!l destructive of wars.
Scventy-five per cent of those on the front lines in Korea weee wounded.

A memorial is being built and funds for the construction are
needed. 1f 300,000 people each donate only Ten ($10.00) Dollars the goal
of $6,000.000.00 will be reached, lor $3.000.000 has aiready been
collected.

All coruribinions for the memonal are carmarked exclusively o
the Korcan War Veterans Memorial and will be deposited in a special,
inlerest eamning escrow account with the Treasurer of the United States and
invesied in accounts puaranieed by the United Stales Government. All
funds sre administered under the oversight of Congressional commitices.

Your check should be made payablc 10 the KOREAN WAR
VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND. Flease place the letters "KW VA on the
lower tell comer of your check (on the racmorandum line). Your check is
1ax-deductible.

Pleasc send your check or moncy order to:
KOREAN WAR VETERANS MEMORIAL FUND
% KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION. INC.
POST QFFICE BOX 63110
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20015
[ am honored to contnbute my check or maney order of $10.00 (or more) 1o
the Korean War Veterans Memonal in the Nation's Capital in honor of

Name
Addiess

Signature
Name {Printed)
Street Address
Ciy State Zip
Unit of Service in Karean War (if Applicablc)

Other Military Service and years seeved (if appircnbie)

BULLETIN
BAARD

Mail Returned - JOHN R. MACNIDER
(HV Mort.Co. 19th '50-'51) Life Member 489
was at 3301 Yorba Linda Blvd.,#207,
Fullerton CA 92631. Can anyone help us
in locating him.,

BOB HARPER (34th and 19th - Korea), of
1293 Ruby Ann, Saginaw MI, noted our bit
about naming buildings, streets, etc.
at Ft.,Stewart after our herces, He asks
if there is anything there named after
Maj.Gen, BILL DEAN. We dunno, Bob - but
we re gomma find out,



-

A bunch at FW were kicking around a
problem in close-order drill. It went
like this: As commander of a platoon
that is facing a building,march it com-
pletely around the building, returning
it to its original position without giving
the same preparatory command twice.

-

Our September party in Buffalo is
not for bankers, brokers, bakers, or
candlestick makers ~- only Taro Leafers.

-

That history - "The History of the
24th Infantry Division 1941-1991" - has
yet to go to press. In fact it is still
being edited. The price - 545.00 per
copy. Send your § to the Secy.-~Treas.
should you want a copy. But please be
patient; we're moving as fast as we can.
Honestly.!!.

Women Veterans Not Forgotten

There are hundreds of memorials
scattered throughout Washington,
D.C.. but none that honor our na-
ens 1.6 million women veterans,
both past and present. A group of
velunteers led by a retired Air Force
eeneral is delermined to change
that and to tackle what some consid-
er an impossible 1ask—raising $15
million in non-lederal donations by
November 1991 1o fund construc-
tion ofa memorial at the entrance to
Arlington National Cemetery.

BGen Wilma L. Vaught, USAF-
Rel., is president of the Women in
Military Service [ur America Memo-
rial Foundation, a non-profit orga-
nizalion mandaled by Congress 10
raise [unds and construct the me-
morial. To date, the group has raised
about %1 millien, the majority of
which has come from publicity in
national circulation magazines.
such as Good Housekeeping, Moder
Marrity and DAV Magacine. A na-
tivnal network of field representa-
tives also has been established w0
prumote the memorial, and at pres-
<nl there are 225 held representa-
uves in 36 stales and Washingion,
D.C.

The design incorporates the exist-
ing Hemicvcle near the Memorial
Bridge and fvatures 10 triangular
prisms ol giass thal commemorate
the role of women who have served
in the militarv and symbolize their
collective contribution. At night,
the prisms will glow sofily [rom in-
ner lights. The completed project
will include a cultural’educalional
center and an auditorium where
films will chronicle the contribu-
tions of U.S. servicewomen
throughout history.

A unique leature of Lthe memorial
will be a computer register listing
the names, records of service. pho-
tus and rmemorahle military experi-

ences of each registered woman's
service. The regisiration process
makes it possible for every woman
who is serving or who has ever
served 1o be identified and regis-
tered, thus giving her a permanent
visible place in America's history
and heritage. Women velerans can
register for a minimurm donation of
$25. Donaticns can be made in
memory or in honor of someune
else. For example, many families
have registered deceased women
veteran relatives who served during
World Wars T and 1I.

Send donalions and registration
payments or inquiries to Women in
Military Memorial Foundation.
Depr. 360. Washington, DC 20042-
0560. The toll-free number is
(800)222-2294. In the Northern Vir-
ginia and Washington. D.C., areas,
call (703)533-1135. Please mention
that you read about the memarial
project in The Rerired Officer Maga-
Iine.

LARRY GUMP (24th Med '51-'52) of
23008 Hilse, Santa Clarita CA,91321, met
BOB ENDER at this ground-breaking for
the west coast Korean War Memorial.
larry had never heard of us; Bob was the
only Taro Leafer he had ever met. He
sends us this picture of self and Baron
adding "Baron is the one on the left."
You're one of us now, larry. So's Baron.
Welcome aboard.

-

OUR THANKS TO YOU FOR YQUR PATIENCE

Would like to thank all of you for
your patience during our deluge of
new memberships. We're still trying to
catch up and will as soon as possible,

o

et
¢
¢

Rt

“Where on earth does all your grocery money go?”



That problem on how to march the
platoon around the building without
repeating any preparatory command?

'"Twas easy.

Try these: (1) Right Face, (2) Column
Half Left. (3) Column Left. (4) By the
Left Flank, (5) By the Right Flank. (6)
Column Right. (7) Coluum Balf Right.

(8) Platoon Halt. (9) Left Face.

Here's the pesition of the platoo? at
the start and at the finish and here's
the route it took in marching around the

building.

Where we've been in times past:

°NORD, ARE YOU HIDING CHOCOLATE
BARS [N YOUR HELMET LINER AGAIN?

1948 Baltimore I

1949 New York City I
1950 Chicago I

1951 Detroit

1952 Colombus

1953 St.Louis I

1954 Washington

1954 San Franclsco
1955 Garmisch

1955 New York Clty II
1956 New York City III

Cm—___

Beetle Bailey /| By MORT WALKER

1957
1938
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989

Chicago I1
Chicago III
Philadelphia
Atlantic Cicy
Louisville I
Chicago IV
Loulsville II
Boston
Hawail

rtle Beach I
Cnicago V
Myrcle Beach II
St,Louis II
Nassau
Louisville IIT
Chicapo VI
West Point
Clearwater
Peoria
Savannah I
Norfolk
Savarmmah II
Lexington
Pitesburgh
Irvine CA
St.Louis III
Baltimore II
Savannah ITI
Cincinnati
Louisville 1V
Los Angeles
Schaumburg
Savannah IV
Fort Worth

ARE YOU

GOING WIT
THE MEN O
BH@%UACZ

ARE You

KIDDING 2

YOu CAN'T
EXPECT A
GENERAL TO
HIKE AROUND




Division's main logistical computer (all $800,000 worth) has taken to the field
in a 40-foot trailer. It is used to process all of Divislon's logistical data,
M/Sgt. LARRY BANKS, NCOTC System Support Office says "The operation is essential to
the mission of the Division. If it is down, then logistics just stops. It's the
heart of the Division's logistics system,”

After a successful move to
the field, CWO 3 Tyrone
Billngsley,technicion, Logls-
ticol Automated System
Suppart Office, DISCOM,
ond Sgt. Scaft Brown, shift
supervisor, LASSO, DISCOM,
run @ logistics dota cycle on
the DAS-3 computer,

E ; - ;ﬁl‘ . =2 e -1...._._‘..-. P i ————— i
The DAS-3 computer.haused in ¢ 40-foot troiler. mokes its  worthiness of the DAS-3 tothe test, The DAS-3 hosnot gone
way down o tank trail on a seven-ond-g-half mile raad  to the field for three years.

march. The raad march was designed ta put the fieid




BEETLE BAILEY

Move over, Ms. Buxley; the competition

is a-building.

WE USED QUR BEALTIFICATION
BUDGET ON TREES. WHAT D10 YOU
SPEND YOURS ON, AMOST

If women will fight as they drive, they
ought to make great infantry people -
absolutely fearless,
o

Postcarded: BRONKO ATKINSON (24th MP
& Hq.Co. 63 FA %41745) hails us from Fiji -
is sailing around the world. BILL BROOME
(I 21st '38='40) hails us from Thailand
with a picture of a bridge over the

River Kwai. .

The cost of running and renovating
schools for military dependents outside
the United States in 1991 will top $1
billion, according to President Bush's
budget. These are schools for the kids -
the dependents - ngﬁ military personnel,

-

‘:‘. Ll
A
e N

VINNIE and Fran VELLA are heading up
the committee planning our September
Fiesta in Buffalo. Say they, we'll find
a warm reception from the friendly people
of their "great city”.
L 4
And this 1s the way the cookle crumbles.
Problems with Japanese customs officials

that barred a shipment of Girl Scout cooldes

from reaching sailors aboard the USS Mid-
way have been resolved.

Japanese customs blocked the first ship-
ment of 402 boxes from a Corpus Christi TX
troop and assessed a $2000 duty, which
Brownle officials sald was too steep for
the children.

But the Japanese have relented and the
cockies finally reached the Midway.

Makes you wonderl once more, just who
won that war, doesn t it?

Batteries
included.

No sooner is Taroc Leaf on its way to
you than we are at work on the next issue,
Reminds us of that lovable sports
columnist Red Smith who had an idea about
the problem. Sayeth he: "Editing is like
being married to a nymphomaniac - once
you're"done, you have to start right over
again.

One weekend in February, BOB ENDER and
the Editor flew to Seattle (at their ownm
expense, by-the-by) for & meeting of the
officers of other division associatioms
for an exchange of ideas. ADA is the name
of the organizatlion - Army Division
Associations. They meet once a year =~
very, very profitable! &

Vice President HERBERT C, CARLSON
(B 19th '48-'50) of PO Box 66, Pittsburgh
NH 03592, writes us from his home at the
very morthern tip of NH, right astride
the Canadian border. Says It's cold up
here,



Need We Say More? CQ3HGHSYS

A staid-looking gentleman was upset

24th Division Artillery will reunite at the dress of some young people on the
again in Reno street. "Just look at that one," he
11} -
J4th Div.Arty. gazzig?ﬁo a bystander. Is it a boy or
Reno, NV - May 22-25, 1990 "It's a girl. She's my daughter."
Contact Mel Pasta " . " :
6233 Rampart Dr Oh, forgive me," apologized the man.
Carmichagi ca 55808 1 d%d?,t know you were her mother."
I'm not,"” snapped the bystander.

L 3 "Il h T}
BUD COLLETTE (5th RCT '51-'52) m her father.

wrote us from 507 E.Timber, Payson AZ, -

with request that we print this one - BOB BRABHAM (Div.Hq. '42-'45) of

which we gladly do: Box 1001, Sumter SC made a nice contribu-
Korean War Veterans and Era Reuniom tion in memory of WALTER CUNNINGHAM, "a
Oct. 18=21, 1990 - Phoenix, Arizona great man and a great boss during my tour",

Contact: Jim Bork, (Tel,602-272-2418) And that was followed by a thoughtful note
3301 W.Encanto, Phoenix AZ 85009, and check from Col. HARRY and Deloris

RUBIN (Div.Hq. '76='79) of Box 774,
everay Goodbye

Hinesville GA 31313,
The following up graded address

_——
MINUTES BEFCRE GOING TO PRESS
concerning the Liberation Medal is:
Adjutant General, Armed Forces of the

BOB HOLLOWAY (G 21lst '42-"45; L 21st
'48-'50) writes from VA Hospital,
Livermore CA. "Am in hospital at
present; been here 10 days; doing much
better.” If you write him, it's Box 393,

Philippines, Camp General Aguﬁnaégg, Keyes CA 95328.

uezon City, Philippines and do

gORGET to {I,lclude It):%e substantiating Jack Carter sayss "What a date I had

papers for your proof...Please be very last night. Wow: I took this great

patient as our medal took up to three looking blonde up to my apartment to see

months to arrive! my etchings and it worked - she bought

(Editor's Note: For further "INFO" three of them."
contact): the above NOT - we REPEAT =~ ap—
NOT US
a

MURPHY'S LAW NO. 1

The day you are down to your shabbiest pair of socks
is the day your boss takes everyone to a Japanese
res'rc:r’r!

Have YOU Renewed Your Membership? 1980 Dues are Due ...

9




DONT FORGET!
MAIL TODAY

HYATT REGENCYG)BUFFALO

IN THE HEART OF THE THEATRE & FINANCIAL DISTRICTS

TWO FOUNTAIN PLAZA
BUFFALO, NY 14202 USA

241h INFANTRY DIVISION &% 16 ome
1%555 SEPTEMBER 2629, 1990 - B PR
P E & v [T GuasANTEEO RESERVATIONST
AN o o o L I NIACATE Cg OF TiE BTALOIMING
~pac ey ) DIATIR

HYATT GOLD LEEENARLEY
PASSPORT # T —— o ——
= [ate oF =l o o Al B, FRST NIGHT DEPCST ENCLOSED £
| A I e AMOUNT ENCLOSED S ___ -
_ FLEASE CIRCLE RAIE DESIED _ REGETCY C.UB LBVEL || mE oo PARLCHi & ONE BEDPOCH || DAILCR & WO BEDROOM
— $67.00 REGENCY CLLE LEVEL i
T Fumor 1 Bed . (UDC At Ty - -
il = N 1 g RO (250 s pone, $165.00 || $240.00
DOuRE 567 .00 5.00 00 264 3q I panor
{ Facoe 1 Beat _ w7 MIB00 2500 |oiese incaios wir bor) $165.00 $240.00
— ) —| NOTE SUTES ARE BASEL URON AVAILABILTY |
DOUm B/ DOUBLE 547.00
? Pecoe. 2 Bem g SIGNATLIRE = DATE
e - $67.00 — FOR GUARANTEED RESERVATIONS
e . "1 undersiond that | om [labke for one nighs reoMm and Jax which will be deduciad from rmy depcsi o billed
AT 8467 .00 | mrough my credil cord In the even! hal | 8o not concel of arve on the dol Indicated.

SPECIAC ROOM REQUESTS WILL BE HANDLED TO THE BEST OF OUR ABILITY, BUT CANNOT BE GUARANTEED.

RESERVATKONS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN AUGUST 26, 1990.
RACK RATES WILL BE QUOTED AFTER THIS DATE, AND ROOMS ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY.

FOR RURTHER INQUIRY ON RESERVATIONS,
PLEASE CALL 716/856-1234 or 1-800-233-1234
or FAX YOUR RESERVATION TO US: 716/852-6157

THE HOTEL'S CHECK-IN TIME IS 3-00 PM. RCOM ASSIGNMENTS PRIOR TO THAT TIME ARE ON AN AVAILABILITY BASIS.

THE HOTEL'S CHECK-CUT TIME 1S 12:00 NOON

REGENCY CLUB LEVEL

THE REGENCY CLUB LEVEL PROVIDES QUTSTANDING ACCOMMOUDATIONS FOR VIPs AND FOR THOSE WITH DISCRIMINATING TASTE
(TS LITERALLY A HOTEL WITHIN A HOTEL SPECIAL ELEVAIOR KEYS ALLOW GUESTS ADMISSION 10 THE PRIVATE FLOORS UNKWE SERVICES
FOUJDE A FRIVATE LOUNGE AREA, COMPLIMENTARY CONTINENTAL BREAKFASTS. MORNING NEWSPAPER AND TURNDOWN SERVICE
CONMPLETE WITH COMPLMENTARY CORDIALS AVAILABLE IN THE LOUNGE ARREA

10
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THESE PICTURES WERE
LIFE-SIZE

This one goes
into this issue,
Kodachrome or no.

It's the
beautiful daugh-
ter, Marilynn
Dahm, and
equally beauti=-
ful grand-
daughter, Shelly
Dahm, of the
late GERALD
STEVENSON (Div.
Hq. '42-'644) and
his lovely
widow, Isabelle,
We're not telling
you which is
which in that
photo; you've
got to figure it
out, Mother and
daughter repre-
sented Illincis
in the National
Mother-Daughter
Pageant finals
in California a
few weeks ago.
Marilyn lives in
Lake Zurich IL
where she is a
landscape designer, coaches a gals softball
team, and was a teacher, She has 4 young
people, Lisa, 21, now living in Maui,
Shelly 19, pictured here, summers at
Disney World, and is a jumior at Southern
I1lineis U,, Tony 17, a senior at Lake
Zurich H.S., and Ryan, 12, coming through
the Lake Zurich grades, How'd the ladies
make out on the west coast, you ask. We
saved this for last. Alas, they came so
very close, but didn't win. How it
hurts to have to report that,

-y

33rd Division Assoc. flying to Japan
in October. Going down to Miyasaki
(Kyushu) to see the spot where they would
have landed on Oct. l( 1945 had we gome
in with the "Chargel!™ $2393 - 10 days
includes stops in Osaka, Kobe and

Hong Kong.

"I was the last regimental sergeant
major when the 19th was disbanded on the
DMZ and became battle groups in the lst
Cav. At the time 2nd BG 19th was with the
25th in Hawaii, I delivered the colors
to the 2nd BG 19th. I remember Capt. SAM
WALKER well, A helluva fine officer and
so was his father." Those were the words
of B.J. HUNT, Rt. 1, Box 508, Payson AZ.

o
> .%'.

eV~ “You can hear a bugle call
< S /T like you never heard before...”

11

The columnist, Col, HARRY SUMMERS, and
our very good member, is intimidated by
noone. If he met Satan, he'd ask him if it
was warm enough for him.

Writing on the issue of our withdrawing
our military forces from Europe, Harry
writes:

"'Give a German a gun and he heads for
France." 50 said a French Army student
at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff
College some 20 years ago during a class-
room debate on tﬁe then-popular Mansfield
Amendment calling for the withdrawal of all
U.S. military forces from Western Europe.

"The remark was part of his reply to a
debater's point that the United States
ought to withdraw its military forces
from the continent because former French
President Charles de Gaulle had made it
plain some years earlier that France wanted
the United States out of Europe.

"'Non, non,' the French officer said.
'We don't want the Americans out of
Europe. We only want them cut of France.
After all, someone has got to keep the
Germans honest.' Although it would be
most gauche to say so, this is a sentiment
much on the minds of both our allies and
our erstwhile adversaries today, as pres-
sure again builds to withdraw U.S. forward-
deployed military forces from Western
Europe.

If women will fight as they drive,
they ought to make great infantry people -
absolutely fearless.

-

From JIM SNOW of 1274 Marine Lske,
Hollandale FL, comes this notice, clipped,
we assume, from the DAV Magazine - are
we correct Jim?:

"Prisoners of war who were within 150
miles of Nagasaki, or 75 miles or Hiroshima
should be under constant observation by
Veterans Administration clinics or
hospitals,

"Occupation forces who were within 10
miles of either city during the period
from Aug., 6, 1945 to July 1, 1946 should
also get into the Ionizing Radiatiod
Program of the V.A, Medical system,"

If our speedometer is right, that
second paragraph includes the 24th Division.

This will provoke some comment.

Ours, of the moment, is that they're
about 45 years late in springing this one
on us.,

What say you?

-
, W%th his check, GEORGE FALSO (G 21st
51-'53), writes us from Box 51, Greig,

, "
gzéfaig?ﬁn and I are looking forward to



We'll likely offend someone for pub-
lishing this list but we'll risk it,

Olive GRIFFIN, JOHN's lovely wite

(3rd Bn. 19th '44-'46)

of 152¢ Seling, Baltimore MD is now

on 0x§gen. A prayer for this lovely gal
will help.

Triple-by~pass for Col. EDWARD M.
MUELLER,JR. (Chaplain, 2nd Battle Group
21lst Inf., and Div.Hq. - Germany "59-160)
of 3141 Rockwell, E1 Paso TX.

JACK "Pineapple Jack' FINAN (19th
'35 ~ "42) of /58 E.Whitaker Mill,
Raleigh NC calls himself a wheel chair

jockey. Says he, "If my legs were strong,
I'd be fit as a fiddle." Swims every day

but has "trouble getting out of the
pool". Posteard Jack, will you please,
and don't forget an honorable mention
for Mary, his old faithful, who is with
him every bit of the way. You're
terrific, Mary.

KEN and Doris FENTNER live in Amherst,
not Buffalo, but Amherst is right next
door. Matter of fact, isn't the airport
in Amherst, Ken? Ken and Doris tell us
that the Hyatt Regency Buffalo has just
spent a few million updating it - all forx
our delectation.

-

"My husband's always under my feet,"
"Oh, he's retired?"
"No, he's a midget."

L

"“Yes, we do still have a dress code.”

-

Human nature is something that makes

you swear at a pedestrian when you are
driving and at the driver when you are a
pedestrian.

Nice words from BILL WHITMAN {(Lt.Col.
Ret.,) of 128 Fumston, San Francisco:
"Taro Leaf has been received. It is not
gratifying to know that to my knowledge
there is only one (1) Infantry Division
who appreciated the use of the 5th Regi-
mental Combat team {General Maxwell D,
Taylor's 8th Army FIRE BRIGADE in Korea.

"I believe that we were either attached
to, or supported every American Division
in Korea to include holding the line when
the ROK so called troops "bugged" out on
us, plus fighting alcne.

"I fought under Colonel LESTER L.
WHEELER, Combat Team Commander in Korea.

"With the above in mind, I would like
to joint the 24th Infantry Division
Association.

One John Blodgett, behind bars serving
a life sentence for murder in Massachusetts
is running for state representative. Only
in Massachusetts! Here a convicted murderer
has the right toc vote, and the right to
run for public office as well. Just more
of our recycled liberal drivel.

NOW AREN'T YOU SORRY YOU PEEKED?



REPORT ON MEETING QF ARMY D1VIS1ONS ASSQCIATION

Seattle, Wash., Feb. 9 - 10, 1990.

(24cth 1.D.A. Represented by: Ken Ross - Bob Ender)

This association is composed of various veterans associations. such as
ours, Tor the purpose of exchanging ideas and clarifying situatlons in
the hope that all will participants will benefit from each others
experiences and be helpful in administering the operation of each unic.
There are about twenty associations inveolved in this organizaction. and
about sixteen were represented at the Seattle conclave, including our
sister division, the 25th. Some of the topics (but not all) were as
follows:

Membership: Aside from the units who have a very high percentage of
members from the active division {(we do not) the average group reported
a roster of paid up members ranging from about 1,300 to 3,300. The lst
Cav., 1lst Div., 82nd a/b, 10lst a/b and 4th Div. reported about 25,000
22,000, 21,000. 8,000 and 6,000, in that order. MNaturally, alt units
are deeply interested in increasing membership using various methods,
the latest of which is advertising as a group in veterans magazines.
The main cause of decrease is due to individuals falling Lo renew
annual dues. 1In our case we do not have a paid bookkeeper, and the
members are lax on this point. We are at the point where we gain twn
new members, then lose one for non-payment of dues. The $10.00 barely
covers the cost of mailing the TARO LEAF!

Advertising:; Last year we budgeted 31,800 for ads in VFW, American
Leglon, Vietnam and Modern Warfare magazines, the first mentioned belng
the most productive. There were 4530 responses resulting in 250 sign-ups,
about the same proportion as other particlpants. We agreed to sign

up in -a.grovg ad in a new magazine "World War 11" at a cost of $225.

Dues: Several units run high powered money making sales promotions
and charge very little dues: however, most operations are similar Lo
our 24th with dues ranging from $12.50 to $15.00 annually and $150 io
$200 Lifetime. Our 24th L.D.A. has 1,008 Lifers from an enrollmeunt ol
about 3,000 members.

Insurance; Last year none of the ADA assns. carried liability insurance
due to the cost being prohibitive, but now a few of the units have taken
on such a program 1In order to protect themselves. We will look intn
this matter for our group. {To illustrate, one carrier guoted 82nd a/b
$14,500 annual premium covering $1,000,000 per incident/$2,000,000
maximum anntual claims). No small potatoes! Tour insurance was also
discussed mainly pertaining to Eurcpean tours as the majority of this
group fought in the ETC,

Iransportation: Coded discounted air fares to reunion sites {such as
we had last Sept.) are sometimes hlgher than last mlipute promotional
fares caused by price cutting competition among carriers. PLEASE NOTIE:
In such cases take your tlcket to the travel agency and have them
rewrite it for the new lower fare. They have to {and will) do cthis.

PR: Press Releases and Letters to the Editor are excellent sources of
ground roots approaches to getting new members.

Now, mainly for the information of our newer membera: Several assns.
have full time salaried admlnistrators, to include an office staffed
with a full time secretary, and nothing wrong with that. Also,
practicallyall these organizations draw money from thelr treasury to
cover the axpenses of their representatives attending meetings and
conventlons,similar to this one,held in varlous parts of the country,
and nothing wrong with that, either. The officers and committee
members of the various segments of the 24th I.D.A. pay their own
expenses out of thelr own pockets since we do not have the luxury of
expense accounts. Alsoc, our treasurer is heavily bonded for the
financial protection of our esteemed group of veterans.

Respectfully submitted,

Sl Zslen,
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Up Front with Willie & Joe

© by Bill Mauldin, Reprinted in The Stam and Stripes Couflssy of Bl Mauklin

- WANTS TO HEAR FROM -

RONALD W, DEFRANKS,
Box 362,
Brownsville PA

(not a Taro Leafer)
loocking for

BRUCE R. HEARNE,
Not much of a lead,
is it?

EDWARD HEALD
(C 21st "39-~'44)

Box 5316,
Galveston TX
is looking for

SELLERS B. BROWN
3rd Bn.19th '39

Lost track of him
after New Guinea,

BOB HEATER

F 19th 1/51-4/52
of Box 490
Appomattox VA

is looking for
EDWIN DAVIDS

B 19th
with whom he
served. Was

living in TX
originally from

MARSHALL F.GILBERT

24th Recn,6/51-3/53

of 9547 Rocky Fork Rd.NE
Rt. 1,St.Louisville OR
looking for anyone.
Tried it with KWVA and
raised not a whisper.
Can we do better?

GERALD KRISSELL

Hv.Mtr. 2lst 6/50-4/51
of 24 Winding Way
Binghamton NY

looking for

CECIL HARDWAY

believed to be from GA.
Ge wounded on
4/25/51 and lost

track of Cecil.

LUTHER BROOM

D 19th '44-'45

of 3444 Q'Hara
Sedro-Wooley WA
looking for his
"Sgt. from one of
the Dakota's =
Polish name -
nicknamed "Chippy".

BILL SALSBURY

SV & AT 19th '42-'45

of 1603 N. lst St,
Yakima WA

looking for

EDWARD C. TOMPKINS

AT 19th -

last address was

1223-B Port Arthur Terr.
Louisville LA,

RAYMON ECKARDT
B 19th in '47 (Beppue)

of RR 2, Box 191 Group of 5th Air Force airmen returning
Birnamwood WI in April to New Guinea "for old times
locking for anyone sake’'. They start at Biak, and then

Jayapura (that's modern Gook for Hollandia)
then Wewak, Madang, Goodenough I., Milne
Bay (remember the ships docking right
NORMAN DALE HALL astride the shoreline), and finally

but he hates Norman Port Moresby. Part of the trip will be
so, okay, we go with by a 110 ft. catamaran. $4600 per person,
"Dale" B 34th '45-'46 Wanna go? -

of 3008 Wildwood Rd. .
Thanks go to FRANK WILCZAK for this

DALE HALL
real name is

Edmond OK
looking for one, At the moment of the death of a
JESSIE A. MCCORMICK Florida dentist, Dr. George Foster, it

was brought out that he got himself a
bit of trouble. He was a dentist for
Tokyo's Sugamo Prison in '47. His patient
was General Hideki Tojo, who had asked
for new teeth so he could talk better at
his trial, As a practical joke, Doc
engraved Tojo's denture with the legend
"Remember Pearl Harbor" in Morse code.
We're not sure of what Doc's punishment
was, but we do recall that when the word
leaked out, the nation was tickled.

of Cookville TN.

14



And this is about all we're gomna devote to this subject.

SOME WOMEN
CAN HANDLE TT
DHYSICALLY
AND MENTALLY/

- NQTALL

» WOMEN ARF,
} FRAGILE, FRILLY
5) LITTLE THINGS !

Have YOU Renewed Your Membership? 1920 Dues are Due.

OLLIE SIMMERS (G 2lst '53-'54) of
19 Kenalcon Dr., Phoenixville PA, tells
us how 480 members of the 82nd A/B Div.
Assoc. arrived at Valley Forge for their
annual get-together. They parachuted in.

OIN THE
CHARLEY KAEFER tells us about the
airlines serving Buffalo, Would you

believe - American, Continental, Delta,
Eastern, Northwest, Pan-Am, Piedmont,

Married: URBAN L. THROM (34th and United, and US Air. Note, please, that
Div.Hq. '44-'47), of 9941 E.Cornell Av., Charley gave them to us in alphabetical
Denver CO 80231 to Ms. Theodora T. Nead, order.
at Denver CO on January 13th, The -
announcement read: ''No gifts please.’ A wise teacher sent this note home at
That's Urb; puts it right on the llne. the start of the term: "If you promise not
Congrats to Urb and Theodora. to believe everythlng your child says

happens at school, 11 promise not to
-
belleve everythlng he says happens at

Fellow who invented the Lifesaver home."

made a mint. o—
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Army Times/February 26, 1990

' Iron Curtain’s crumbling
leaves Pentagon ataloss

By William Matthews
Times sall writer

WASHINGTON — Afer 45 vears of
building a military to defeat the Saviet
Union, events in Europe have lefi the
Befense Department strugpling to define
the current threat

North Korea? The internecine bartles
in the Persian Gulf region? Insurgencies
in Central and South America? Modern
misgiles and chemjical weapons in the
Third World?

All have beern proffered as danpers
that require continued high levels of
U.8. military readiness and spending.
But the specter of & Soviet invesion af
Burope is a hard ad to foliow. The new
threats lack the menace of the old

“There is Do threat nearly as demand-
ng’” a5 the Soviel threat, said Thomas
MeNaugher, military policy analyst for
The Brookings Institution.

"All of the studies show that South
Kores is quite capable of handling the
North Horean threat on its own,” he
said. And the strugples mmong the na-
tions that border the Persian Gulf are in
no way equivalent to the Soviet threat
that once overshadowed the region. “Tt's
hard to come up with a plausible scenar-
ie"” that would require sending in e lot
of American troops to the Persian Gull
area, he said.

As for the dozens af hostlites boiling
or brewing from Central America to
Southeast Asig, "'It's not in our national
interest to get involved in all regional
conilicts,” said Piers Wood, chief of stafl
at the Center for Defense [nformation.

The collapse of the Eastern Bloc and
the decline in the Soviet threat offers
the United States a rare opportunity o
rethink the military’s worldwide role
and reconsider the kind of forces need-
od, he smd. “Conventional forces are be-
coming less and less effective.” But, he
said. there is distressingly little evidence

that the military @ thinking about the
kind of radical alterations that are

OBCCSSAryY.
If the new threat consists largely of
regional wars and insurgencies, conven-
tional fighting forces may not be the an-
swer. “'What are cooventional .., in-
fantry and air forces guing to do against
guerillas and insurgenta?” be asked.

A West Point praduate and veteran of
Vietnarn, Wood argues, “We ought to
ask ourselves: Are these forves useful?
Can they solve the problem?” He cop-
tends that the forces likely to be effec.
tive in Third World conflicts might rely
on peychological and political tactics
rather than firepower to influence
events.

“Perhape the strategy of the future
for the United States ie not to police ar-
eas arourrd the world, but to support the
regional powers” whose interests most
clasely correspond to ours, said Dalton
West, vice president of the US. Global
Strategy Coundl, a military policy think
tank

But there was no such discussion
when the military commanders in chief
met with the Senate Armed Services
Cammittee.

"The Defense Department is trying to
pretend that the world is no different
than it was e year ago,”’ said Natalie
Goldring, a senior analyst for the De-
fense Budget Project, a sell-described
Pentagon watchdog organization. But in
defense of the military'a catious resc-
ton to global change, she said, “their
perception 15 they don't get penalized for
arting too slow.”

Top defense planners don't want to be
sarprised by a sudden return of the So-
viet threat, although they admit that
p is remote

"It would be very difficult for the So-
viet Union to pull together to do any-
thung miiitarily.” ssid Army Gen. John

Tirmes phase ry Stepi lafle

Doubts: "It would be: very drfficutt for the Saviet Union to pull together todo
anything militaniy,” Gen. John Galvin tells the Senate Ammed Services Commiltee.

Galvin, Supreme Allied Commander m
Europe.

Yet Galvin told the Senate Armed
Services Committee that he initially op-
posed President Bush's plan to cut
American troop strength in Central Eu-
rope to 195,000 and that he adamantly
opposes reducing US. forces any mare
then that

“For the frst ume in decades we aee
more opportunities in the world then
threats,” said Adm. Huntington Har-
disty, Pacific commander in chief.

But Hardisty said the United States
must maintain a strong “deterrent poe-
ture” in Asia ""We must have [orces
that are combat ready,” able 10 move
swiftly to intervene in “'any crisis or
threais to US. interests or ciizens,” he
eaid

The chief threst in the Pacific is
North Korea, and “owr assessment of

the potential threst from the North is
unchanged " he said.

Although twice as large in population
and six times as strong in etonomy.
South Korea needs 44,000 US. broops to
protect it from the North, acording to
Hardisty and Gen. Louie Menetrey,
commander of US. Forves Korea.

Korea doesn't nesd the belp, but US.
troops have been there so long that pull-
ing them out of South KEorea would send
the wrong message to China, Japan and
other nations on the Pacific rim,
MeNaugher said Keeping U.S. troops in
Korea “'is an important symbolic and
credibility meve. I'm a little reluctant to
see troops palled out of Korea,” he said.

Goldring said st least halfl of the
American troops in Korea should be
brought home during the 1990s, but re-
ductions should be made through nego-
tiations that ensure cuts on North Kore-
an forces ag well.

—

Interesting note from BILL ROSEBORO,
(G 19th and A 1lth F, '50-'51) of 605
Marlboro, Hamlet NC., Bill met one
RICHARD W. LUNCEFORD, also of Hamlet,
He's at Rt, 1, Box 405, This is how
Bill reports it: '"Richard works at a
local business where I often trade,
Recently, he noticed the Taro Leaf decal
on my station wagon window. Turns out he
was with the Division in the late '60s,
stationed at Ft.Riley, KS. He was a
member of A Btry, last Bn., 1l3th FA in '69
when they served as honor guard and fired
the 2l-gun salute at the fumeral of
President Eisenhower."

a
Heading north from Buffalo on I-190,
you'll come upon lovely Grand Island --
home of Beaver Island State Park, Beaver
Island features a challenging 18~hole golf
course, Grand Island is also the home of
Fantasy Island Amusement Park, one of Erie
County's most popular family attractions.
o
Heart by-pass for BOBBY J. HUNT (B, C,
Hq. 19th '50-'51, '52-'53 and '59-'60
of HCR Box 508, Payson AZ 85541, Doing
nicely. Will make Buffalo.
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Cheers to Lt,Gen, HERBERT R, TEMPLE,JR.
upon his retirement as Chief, National
Guard Bureau. Herb completed more than
40 service years, a modest portion of
which was with the 5th RCT,

o

,, .The JOHN PORTERS (2nd Bn.Hq. 2lst '42-
45) of Box 342, Claude TX flew to Wahoo
on the AA tickets they won at Ft.Worth.
L
The teen-ager at the library wanted

a play by Shakespeare. "Which one?" asked
the librarian.

. The young man frowned in concentration.
Finally he replied, "William.,"

-
Phyllis Diller was saying, "I don't
ask much from life, I just want my
children to have all the things I never

could afford to have = then I want to
move in with them,”

——



Central
Command

Gen. H. Norman
Schwarzkopf

Area, including Persian Gulf, Indian Ocean
and Southwes1 Asia, grows in importance
as tl.5. dependence an forzign oil
continues 1o grow.

Greatest threal is that a regional conflict
could interupt ail flow. Curmently 13 regional
confiicts in the afea, including the
stalemated Iren—irag War,

o
ﬁ SOVIET UNION

=
K3

EAST GERMANY
/

; WEST GEAMANY

On the professional sports front,
there's the Buffalo Bills of the National
Football League, the Buffalo Sabres of
the National Hockey League, and Triple-aA
American Association Buffalo Bisons
Baseball. The bisons just completed their
first season in the 19,000-seat Pilot
Field - a spectacular new stadium in the
heart of downtown Buffalo., Pilot Field
has captured the imagination of athletes
and fans alike - as well as the national
news media - with its stumning architecture
and ultra-modern facilities and amenities.

Cher tells about "This guy wanted
some old-fashioned loving - so I intro-
duced him to my grandmother,"

>

ED and Carolyn FARMER made it to
Berlin - and thoughtfully brought back
for us a piece of "the Wall”,

-

Danny Thomas said, "Growing old means
never having to walk into a maternity
ward and say you're sorry."

-
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Anti-dermocratic forces are st strong i the
aren, particularly in China aed the .
Prilippines. Regima in Cambodia heavily
amnad. hoth Korea still a thieal. to South
Korea. Talles angoing with South Korea
shout essuming more of defense burdert,
but U5, presence will he needed for
tupooming with Philippines over future of
U5, bases there, Coumernarcotics effiorts
“numberone peacelime pricrty.” but -

4 intefligends is poor and Fterdiction relies on
Tugae

Division 1s sponsoring a '"Military
Family Member Scholarship Fund." In the
last 3 years, they have awarded 53
scholarships totalling $43,000. Yes, your
Association is represented.

L]

Yes we're represented with $ at both
the Washington, D.,C. and California Korean
War Memorlals., When noone is helping you
Lo distinguish between the two, you help
out each. Seems like an amazing DUPLICA-
TION to us. -

A federal judge in Boston has tossed
out a lawsuit filed by the Governor of
Massachusetts by which he hoped to prevent
some Massachusetts Nationmal Guardsmen
from being sent for training to Panama and
Honduras, The judge made quick work of
the suit, citing the Montgomery Amendment
of 1986 in which Congress forbade governors
to decline assignments for National Guards-
man unless the troops are needed at home
for an emergency purpose., Polities,
pure and simple - but it didn't work.



Need We Say More?

JAMES "Spike' O'DONNELL (G'2lst '42-'45) B
1025 Pleasant Place, Apt. 12J, Oak Park S
1L 60302, by telephone, advises that he
"cannot go outside unless someone is with
me.”"” We asked no questions - but resolved
to Include this sad news in this issue
that you might note or card this oh-so-
loyal Taro Leafer. You might try calling
him at 312-386-0254,

o
DUES - DUES - DUES - DUES

Please check your membership cards!
Dues for year ending August 1990 should
have been paid by now. If your card
isn't up to date, please send your
dues to 24th Infantry Division Assnu.

120 Maple St., Room 207
Spfld. MA 01103=2278,
«-»

Wonderful sense of humor shows through
in everything '""Bronko” ATKINSON (24th MP
and 63 FA '41-'45) writes. His postcard

from Hong Kong reads: "7 million people "Awright, awright—it's,a general! Ya wanna

and they all must own a store, a stall, pass in review?"

a push cart, or walk along the street -

trying to sell you. Evgry'on?"should fly And just received a call from

here for a week, but bring $. LEE LIST, 115 Ronald Rd., E.Peoria IL

- 61611, to tell us that, today, Mar. 5,

From Grand Iel;land via the Robert Moses wife, Ceil, has gone back to work after

Parkway, it won t take you long to reach her terrible accident when a snow plow

New York's "Wonder of the World" -- the hit her car as she had just left her

Niagara Falls. Spectacular adventure- home. Wonderful news, Lee and Ceil. We're

filled views of the famous cataract can be so happy that things are about back to

enjoyed from the Maid of the Mist boat normal for you both.

tour, or above the action in a Niagara

Tours' helicopter. ————— m——

This delightful contribution in the March issue of "Proceedings", the journal of
the U,S, Naval Institute warmed the cockles of our heart. Hopefully it'll tickle
your fancy.

Pass the Word

Flag Officer Commanding the Western Fleet (FOCWEF) of the [ndian Navy sent the following
message to the commanding officer of the INS Ranvir:

[ WILL ARRIVE ON BOARD YOUR SHIP AT 1000 TOMORROW TO INSPECT YOUR SHIP'S COMPANY AND

THEREAFTER TALK TO THEM.

The word moved guickly down the chain of command:
b Commanding Ojfficer to Executive Officer: FOCWEF will inspect the ship’s company at quarters
tomorrow and talk to them afterward. This s his first visit to our ship. Please ensure the men are
smartly tumed out. Muster them at 0930. o

l B Executive Officer 10 Chief Boatswain's Mate: FOCWEF will inspect the ship’s company at quar-

ters tomorrow. All hands will be smartly tumed out. Muster at 0900,
» Chief Boatswain's Mate 1o Divisienal Petry Officers: FOCWEF will inspect tomorrow. All hands
to be neatly dressed. Muster your divisions at 0830,
¥ Divisional Perry Officers 1o Leading Hands: FOCWEF {5 zaming aboard tomorrow for inspec-
tion. Muster your men at 0800.
M Leading Hands 1o Junior Sailors: You will have the opportunity 10 meet FOCWEF tomorrow,
and also be inspected by him. Muster on the main deck a 0730.
» And the scurilebutt on the mess decks: FOCWEF is inspecting tomorrow, and the entire chain of
command is scared silly. Better be squared away and up on deck by 0700 or there will be hell to

pay.
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Thirning back the
pages @ﬂj ﬂﬂﬂs{t@my

We Interrupt This Picture
For An Important Message.

Flying Time From Major
Cities To Buffalo, New York

Atlanta 1 hr, 45 min. The message is that the picture comes to you by
Boston 1 hr, 20 min, courtesy of CARL L. CONNER {3rd Eng. '41) of 1025
Chicago 1 hr, 20 min. Center, Mableton GA. Figured it out? Want another
Dallas 5 hrs., 30 min. minute? Give up now? It's the railroad running
Denver 4 hrs., 20 min. around the island - here it's Wainae - or is it

Los Angeles 6 hrs., 30 min. Waimanillo, Carl?

New York 1 hr.

Philadelphia 1 hr.

RALLY 'ROUND

San Francisco 6 hrs., 30 min.

Washington, D.C. 1 hr. A FI A G K)YS
’ [ ]

1725 troops out of Stewart provided
assistance in S.C. following Hugo's wild
dash through that state. We're right
proud, men.

Al
FOR
LOVE

Adam and Eve had the ideal marriage.
He didn't have to hear about all the men
she could have married and she didn't
have to hear about his mother's cooking.

-
DON and Angie KNAPTON tell us that, h £
if you can possibly squeeze it in, you (Digl.aflg. ??Ef'?gggg?Bogr7§2?RE{igggfr¥lle

should be sure to catch Buffalo's famous CA 31313
Albright~Knox Art Gallery, one of the i s
nation's premier artistic showcases. i eedh,fsays l]_;:gelyDDee. Tell him about
Modern art, its specialty. Picasso, Degas, mph ror awhlle, Uee.

Rembrandt, Van Gogh, Rodin, Dali, Pollack, G

and Miro are represented theret.

"Great recovery and now up to
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BOB ENDER recently visited VAL and Jean
SCHAAF in their Hillsboro OR home. They
had to show off their RV, Jean named it
"Costa Tumucha", Got it?

In case you can't read the printing om
Jean's sweatshirt, we'll read it for you:
"If you lead a good life, Work hard. And
say your prayers. When you die you will
Go to Oregon.”

Bob says that the bus is a beauty.
did most of the interior himself."

-
We're looking for "Knob™ HILLEN of

H 21st '42-'45. Haven't got a better
name., Not much to go on, is it?

"val

-

Former President Reagan tells about the
time years ago when a fan rushed up and
said "God, it's you. I can't believe it's
you." He then called to his wife, "Honey,
come over here. Look who's here. It's
Ray Milland." The former president says
he signed an autograph, '"Best wishes,
Ray Milland," -

In your cultural sojourn around Buffalo,
make a trip to the Erie County Historial
Society, located in the only building
remaining from the 1901 Pan-American
Exposition, the Buffalo Museum of Science,
Buffalo Botanical Gardens, Tifft Farm
Nature Preserve, Our Lady of Victory
National Shrine and Basilica, Theodore
Roosevelt Inmaugural National Historic
Site/Wilcox Mansion, and the newly-
modernized Buffalo Zoological Gardens.

-

Here's an item out of Army Times where
we'd like to be of help if we can:
GALLO, Genara R,, served during WW II with
Army Philippine Scouts, taken prisoner
Apr. 9, 1942, also served in Korea with
24th Inf.Div., or anyone knowing his
whereabouts. Contact Maj.Robert M, Gallo,
84 Hopkins Rd., Aberdeen Proving Ground
MD 21005, phone 301=-272-7029,
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25th I.D.A. has raised its annual dues
from 510 to 515.00 - and its Life
Membership from 5100 to $150.00,
Any thoughts?

Meet new members BILL and Ruth MULLIN
(H 21st '42-'45) of 64 Milford, Medway MA.
Where these good folks have been for 45
years, we don't know., Welcome abcard,

anyway. ’

DAVE ECKERT (5th RCT 4/50-11/50)
1826 Armstrong Valley Rd., Halifax Pa
17032, has written. Between moving
and cleaning up new quarters for himself
and Beth Anne, and spending time with
her while she was in hospital, he's about
beat, but happy that things are going so
well for her.

"Beth Anne was in surgery for Scoliosis
(curvature of the spine caused by very
rapid growth in a young person)correction,
Her surgery lasted 6 hours and she was
in hospital 17 days from 1/10 -~ 27.

Dave wants to thank everyone for caring.
Says ..most of the cards Beth got in the
hospital came from you guys in the 24th
Association,..5he got flowers from several
people and GUY and Grace SEE sent her a
stuffed bear...and, of course, the
Association sent flowers...And I want you
to know I will never live long encugh to
express my gratitude to you and all the
others who were so kind to her...and
would be grateful if you would put a word
of appreciation from us both in your next
Taro Leaf. It was really something to
see her face whenever she'd get a card
from someone. Hopefully Beth will be
able to go back to school by the middle
of February."

We're happy for both of you, Dave and
Beth Amme,

-

We are in receipt of an appeal for $
for "building a war memorial decicated to
all the Airmen who died during World War
II." There seems to be no end to these
appeals = or these monuments. We're
being stoned to death. Didja get it? -
"stoned to death."

?‘



Fort Stewart Museum
ATTN: AFZP-GTM
Fort Stewart, GA 31314

Afrer reading the recent issue of the Taro Leaf, I felt that 1 should respoad
te the appareat controversy concerning Eenneth Shadrick belng the first American
EIA in Korea. It appears that mis-information tends te perpetuate itself, especially
when it 1s in print. However, you can't always belleve everything you read. We
here at the 24th Infantry Division (M) and Forr Stevart Museum were the ones who
initlally wrocre concerning the idencity eof cthe first American KIA, since we know that
Shadrick accually was noc and could not have been the first.

The faccs do nor supporr the claim that Shadrick was che firsc. For one ching,
Task Force Smich was composed of members of the 21st Infancry Regiment and were
engaged hy cthe North Koreans early oo the morning of 5 July 1950, Shadrick was a
member of the 34th Infantry Reglment and was killed abour 4:20 PM on che afterncen
of 5 July 1950, 1t seems inconceilveable chat the members of Task Force Smith could
have been engaged all thar morming without taking any fatalicies, and cthat che firsc
facality occurred six houras afcer,Task Force Smith was emgaged and was not even cne
of their members! If chis was the c¢ase, then elrher the North Koreans were lacredibly
poor shats, or che members of Task Porce $mith were excremely lucky in avolding thbe
incoming fire.

According te the official Army Histery of this action, cthe first casualty was
incurred becween 0815 - 0845 on 5 July 1950 when Task Force Smith engaged 5 column of
enemy tanks which was bearing down the road upon tbeir position. They damaged two
KK tanks which puiled off the road. Two men emerged from ¢ne tank with their hands
up. A third man then emerged with a burp gun asd fired a burst into an American
macninegun peosition, killing che assiscant gunner. This man was oot Sbadrick. We
wancted tn know who he was, Was he David Ransome, as Mr. Passwater asserted in an
earlier issue of the Taro Leaf?

Now, how did Shadrick become identified with chis dubiloue distincticen nf being
the firsc American KIA 1n Korea? Afcer che Nnrch Korean breakthrough north of Osan,
they advanced upon Fyongraek, closing on the 34th Infanrry Regiment wbich was lecacing
there. General Bittman Barch, who had left che Osan area as the breakthrough was
taking place, arrived In Pyongtaek Lo alert the 34th Regiment te the enemy's approach.
He ordered a bazooka parrol sent toward {san to intercept the enemy tanks in so
acrcenpt tn slow their sdvance. This parrol found the tanks, bur alao found that their
bazooka ammunition was faulty and would not explode. During tbls engagement FKenneth
Shadrick was killed. What immortalized his death was che fact that this patrol had
been accompanied by a small ceontingent of war correspondents, which included LIFE
photographer Carl Mydans and Marguerite Higgins. She wrote of tbis accion later and
erronecusly identified Shadrick as the first American KI&., This Infermation was snon
published in L1FE magazine and widely circulated in the U.5. This particular incident
is also well documented Iin Clay Blair's book, The Forgotten War, and he points out
that Shadrick was erroneocusly identifed as the first American KIA.

Higgins can not be faulted for perpetrating this misconception, since she was
only aware of a small facet of that day's conbat. She had ao koowledge yet of what
bad occurred with Task Force Smith earlier. The 34th Regiment was anticipsting the
the enemy, and the bazocka patrol sent cut to make contact with che enemy tanks was
apparently the firsct combar the 34th engaged in thar day. Hence, it was easy to See
why HRiggina mighc deduce that Shadrick was the first casualty. However, once this
information was published and circulared, it was given credence, becauss of the
medium the ilnformation appeared in. As an example of how unquestioning this informaticn
was accepted, one merely needs to lock at the 24ch Infantry Division's pictorial
history publication of their service in Eorea. Nr. Toomey submitted a copy of the
page from that.publication which speaks of Shadrick being the division's first
casualty. Wot only is the information in error, but it is dsced as haviog occurred
on & July 1950, which 1s incorrect since Task Force Smith wss not even engaged until
5 July 1950.

Someone from the Division, or at least, survivers of Task Force Smith should
have caught the errora in this publicaction before it was circulared. And, once it
was in print, it was accepted as fact. Actually, it was a Division veterasm whe first
bhrought this error to my attention, and as Curator of the Division Museum, chils
prompted my Investigation, which lead tn my inquiry being published in an issue of
the Taro Leaf. Mr., Fasswater kindly responded, which at least gave us a asme. But
was David Ransome the first KIA? Can aayone else subhstantiate this information?

For rthe sake of our hiatory, we need tc be certain that rhe Informacion we pass
down to generstions yet unbera, is correct. It 1§ not fair to the sacrifce of the
real first RIA of cthe Korean War to allow a misctake to stand as fact, This in no way
detracts from the sacrifice which Kenneth Shadrick msde, or any of the others who gave
their lives in Korea. As a professional hiscorian, it is my responsibility to question,
research, and document. It is my responsibility to you, who iived and wrote the
bistory we interpret at chis wuseum, and to those who seek to learn and underscand
thar hiacory.

I do hope that this clarifys the matter of the Kenneth Shadrick iocident, and
that someone may yetr definitely identify who that firat casuvalty was. Thenks for
your time and consideration in this matrer. We here at the 24th Tafanctry Divisicn (M)
amd Fort Stewart Museum rake our responsibiiiries sericusly and would enjoy hearing
from any Division vererans about anything they think may be of value tc us in collecting
preserving, and interprecting your history.

Sincerely,

e

ROGER S. DURHAM
Curator
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Have YOU Renewed Your Membership? 1990 Dues are Due. ..
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ALBERT BELMONTE (L 21st '53~'54), of 264 Shrewsbury, Worcester MA, is one proud

chap.

Seems that the Govermor of Massachusetts - his name escapes us at the moment -

recently honored the six Belmonte sons with words that went, "The military services of
the six Belmonte sons, spanning 3 wars 1s indeed a credit to the Commonwealth and to
While there are some who fail to answer the call to military service
when our nation needs them it can never be said that the Belmonte family failed to

your family.

hear the call to duty.

Here's a clip out of the Worcester Sunday Telegram:

The Commonwealth is indeed justly proud of this fact."

Belmonte brothers honored

By GECRGE B. GRIFFIN
OF THE GATETTE GTAFF

Gov. Dukakis has honored six
Worcester brothers for their
military service in World War
11, Korea and Vietnam.

Albert J. Belmonte, 55, of 264
Shrewsbury St., received a certi-
ficate of appreciation from Du-
kakis after sending the governor
a letter outlining the military
service of the Belmonte broth-
ers.

The certificate is signed by
the governor and Secretary of
State Michael J. Connolly Jr.

It is written to the Belmonte
family “with appreclation for
tbe valor and sacrifice shown by
the six Relmonte sons, who have
answered to the call of military
service in World War II, Korea
and Vietnam."

KOREAN WAR VETERAN

Albert Belmonte, the young-
est of the Belmonte brothers, Is
an Army veteran of the Korean

War and served in the 24th In-
fanty Division at Heartbreak
Ridge. He is a disabled veteran

His brothers are:

@ Nicholas Belmonte, 59, of 2
Buckley Road, a U.S. Marine
Corpa veteran of World War I,
who served with the 6th Division
at Tsingtao, China,

® Manuel Belmonte, 56, of
New York City, a Navy veteran
of the Korean War era, who
served on a destroyer in the
Mediterranean.

® John Belmonte, 62, of 9
Edgemont Road, Shrewsbury, a
Navy veteran of World War II,
who served on amphibious as-
sault ships in the Mediterranean.

® Bruce Belmonte, 63, of 22
Plantation St., an Army veteran
of World War II, who served
with the 7th Army artillery in
France, Belgium and Germany.

® Alexander J. Belmonte, 65,
of Escondido, Calif.,, a career
Army officer and West Point
graduate who was a ba*talion

—

commander in Korea and execu-
tive officer of the U.S, Second
Field Force in Vietnam.

John Halachis, Magsachusetts
commissioner of Veterans' Ser-
vices, in a letter to Albert Bel-
monte, -said he was writing at
the request of the govermor to
thank the Belmonte family for
its contributions to the armed
services.

SERVICE SPANNED J WARS

“The military service of the
six Belmonte sons, spanning
three wars is indeed a credit to
the commonwealth and to your
family,” Halachis said.

“While there are some who
fajl to answer the call to mili-
tary service when our nation
needs them, it can never be sald
that the Belmonte family failed
to hear the call to duty. The
Commonwealth is indeed justly
proud of this fact.”

He said the governor's certifi-
cate of appreciation “in a small

r

Albert J. Belmont

way expresses his sincere grati-
tude for the Belmonte family’s
service and sacrifice in time of
war.”

The Belmonte brothers are the
sons of the late Manuel and An-
gelina Belmonte, who immigrat-
ed to the United States from Ita-
ly, settling in Worcester.




Unforgettable

It has become a postwar Japanese
tradition, Every decade or so, a grizzled
imperial soldier emerges from a remote
dsian jungle, smartly salutes the press
cameras, and inquires, politely, whether
old Nippen has changed much.

In some cases, the holdout fighter
insists he had no idea World War II was
over,

That is not quite the case with the
pair of septuagenarians who arrived home
recently after 46 years in the hinterlands
of Malaysia, fighting first against
Japan's World War II enemy, the British,
and then against the independent
Malaﬁsian government.

Theirs is a curious tale of duty,
discipline and, some might say, peculiarly
Japanese loyalties,

Both Shigeyuki Hashimoto, 71, and
Kiyoaki Tanaka, 77, were aware that the
Pacific conflict was over and that Japan
had lost. They just stubbornly refused
to accept it, casting their lot with
commmist partisians struggling against
the British who reoccupied the colony -
then known as Malaya ~ after Japanese
forces withdrew in 1945,

Upon reaching Tokyo, they were greeted
warmly.

Still, it was not the extraordinary
national celebration that erupted in 1972
when Lt.Hiroo Onoda emerged from Lubang -
laying down his vintage rifle only after
his former commander traveled to the
region and gave him explicit orders to
surrender. In 1945, the same officer had
told him to remain in the jungle and spy
on the 21lst,

"This is a different Japan, even from
the 1970s," said a Foreign Ministry
official. 'Many Japanese have no memory
of the war. To us, these old soldiers of
the emperor seem a little foolish, not
true herces. They are a reminder of past
aggression against countries, now our
good friends."

Tanaka's wife, Haruse, 72, awaits him
in Kobe. "She is looking forward to
being rewmited with him," said his
daughter, Seiko, 51, who was 5 when she
last set eyes on her father.

According to the Japan Health and
Welfare Ministry, there may be as many as
48 other former Japanese soldiers still
hiding out in the vastness of Asila
conquered by Japan during the war.

"Some are probably dead,” said a
ministry official. "But perhaps a few
more of these old men will find their

way back,"
-

Was Stewart involved in Operation Just
Cause? Division wasn't but Hunter sent
the 1lst 2n., 75th Ranger Regt.
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OH, THAT
B"f:EELING-’

KEN MCNABB (Hq. & Hgq. 34th '46-'48)
of Box 205, Oblong IL is not for mincing
words. He puts it on the line with:
"If they would put all the dopers and
sellers in the old stype Jap interrment
camps, would we have to pay them 48 years

later?"
-l

The President's
Cormer

At the time of Buffalo 90, we'll be
sending the message. A4nd that message is
TARO 91! Everyone will be geared up,
wanting to know about the FIFTIETH. We
will have touched all the bases by that
time, and can take ourselves step-by~-step
through the whole enterprise.

Incidentally, I just called it TARO ©1.
The thought passed through my mind that
the one thing we have in common - the 24th
and the 25th ~ outside of being birthed
on the same day, is the TARO LEAF! That's
the symbol on the old Hawaiian Division's
insignia, and it's on both of our
insignia. So we'll both be going back to
the original.

Sincerely,

Ao

THOMAS F. UPTON

Your Association is a 5 contributor
to the New York Korean Veterans Memorial
Commission. You can reach them at
280 Broadway, NY, NY 10007.

-

Didja know that Buffalo is New York
state's 2nd largest city? - the 50th
largest city in the U.S.?

-

BILL SHOWEN (21st & 24th Recon. '41-
'44) of 1911 Francis, Waukesha WI, makes
sense - as always - in a letter to
Senator William Proxmire wherein he
politely suggests that, if the US is going
to pay for the internees, the Congress
should submit a resolution to the Japanese
government suggesting that they pay a
similar amount for the American prisoners
they held im WW II. Bill you are so logi-
cal that it’s disgusting. Being the
patsies that we are, it will never come to
pass, Ome thing more,Bill, we can and do
expect an avalanche of mall just for
agreeling with you.



Edwin E. MARSH, brother of Cpl.
BARTON B. MARSH, M 34th, who was KIA on
Leyte, is trying to locate someone who
can tell him something - anything - about
his brother. There's a story (pg.236)
in Children of Yesterday that tells us he
was one of 3 killed on a rescue mission to
pick up some wounded. Ed has been a loyal
Association member for the last 5 years
and we'd surely like to help him find
someone who may remember his brother.
Each of you can appreciate what's involved
hereil If we ring a bell, please give us
a call.

. L

Right smack in the middle of Christmas
came this complaint: "Just received the
Taro Leaf; it's all about you WW II guys;
nuttin about Korea." So, with that, we
got up from our turkey dinner and went to
the issue in question. A quick score
reveals 78 WW II "guys" mentioned;
128 Korea “guys" mentioned; 20 ''guys" of
"after Korea" vintage mentioned. The
ball's in your court, Mr. Complainer,
==== it; we break our back to give
everybody and every era a break.

-

ARNY VANDER MEER (K 19 'S0-'51), of
1411 Madison, Tracy CA is active in his
VFW post. They've sent a bunch of
ribbons tec the White House urging acticn
on the POW/MIA issue. Arny has asked
us to suggest the thought that the idea
might catch on in your venue.

Ahme gud

WALLY KUHNER (24th Recn '43-'45)
of 1637 Falmouth, Charleston SC 29407,
helping out in our membership drive with
some beautiful results. Says, '"Maybe I
missed my calling; Swaggert, Tammy and
Jim might be able to use me,”

L3

After their cars collided on a curving
country road, the two drivers got out
and exchanged data in a gentlemanly
fashion.

"You look pretty shaken up,' one driver
remarked. 'How about a drink to steady
your nerves?"

The other driver gratefully took a big
swig from the offered flask. "Aren't
you going to have any?" he asked.

“Not now," the first driver replied.
"Not till after the police get here.”

-
From ROY ATKINS (H 21 '32-"54) of
Box 1588, Orlearns MA comes this inquiry:
"If the Association can meet in Buffalo,
why not consider meeting on Cape Cod in
September? I can assure you that it is a
great time of the vear, and there are not
that many of the Summer vacationers still
around., 4&nd, there is the Sheraton and
the Holiday Inn, etc. to choose from.
Expect that many reservations would have
to be made at least a year or more in
advance. Why not at least consider it?"
Any rebuttal? Roy's hometown, Crleans, is
plunk in- the middle of old Cape Cod.
-

The invention of the safety pin is 146
years old. There've been a lot of changes
since then,

—

VR oo™

X'LL BET BUFFALD IS
A GREAT AF
REUNION LOCATION
—  FbpR
SEPTEMBER 27-20Mh]

(Gor ANY BREWERIES THERE ?)

e

HEYL... FISHING AND SWIMM]NE
IN THE GREAT LAKES, NIAGARA
FALLS FOR A SECOND HONEY-

MOON. MAYBE A BOAT RIVE DN
LAKE ERIE .o

Sad Sack’s Catechism

It it moves, saluteit.
If it doesn’t move, pick it up.
If vou can’t pick it up,paint it




We're gonna try with this one 'cuz we
want you to meet DON MCHALE's new bride,
Nancy - and here's part of Don's wonderful
message to prove it;

"Tomorrow - I said to myself I would
write tomorrow!

"I said I would visit a sick friend of
mine in the hospital tomorrow - He died
last night, Now I will go to his funeral
and think of the things we would have
talked and laughed about. I will tell
his wife I was going to visit him in the
hospital, but I will see her at the
funeral ztomorrow:). She had called last
week to let me know he was in the
hospital and I said I would visit tomorrow.
But tomorrow became today and I was busy,
and today became yesterday and I forgot.

I won't forget his funeral tomorrow.

"4 couple of years ago, you published
'SOLDIER. I was that which others did
not want to be, etc.,' I keep a copy in
my study and when friends ask what I did
in the service, 1 proud1¥ show them and
ask them to read aloud, 'SOLDIER'.

“"That is what I did and I still live in
my heart and fondest memories, the life
of a Soldier!

"I was with the 15th - 17th and 19th
Inf. Regts. Ome of my younger brothers
(deceased) was with the 18th Inf.Regt.
and my other youngest brother (deceased)
served with the 16th Inf.Regt. So you can
see the McHale family are on the 15th=-16th-
17th-18th and 19th Inf. Regt. Morning
Reports. I know it is trivia, but I
thought you'd like to know.

"When Shirley passed away in Aug. '76,
after 29 wonderful years, regardless of her
handicap, I went into a state of shock and
helplessness. I was lost in a fog of
Jim Bean and other unfriendlies. It took
a few years, but I finally realized I
needed someone,

"I set my mind to the fact that
'Somewhere - someplace - somehow - some-
time - someone'would come along and things
would happen if it was meant to be., It
did! I had been going to my doctor in
Jupiter FL since Jan. of '85 for treatment
of congestive heart failure and related
troubles when their office hired in a very
attractive divorcee, Nancy. We would talk
and acknowledge each other's presence, but

it wasn't until Apr. '87 that I fully
realized Nancy was the woman I had been
loocking for all the time., 5So - she was
checking me out of the office one day and

I said to her, 'Do you know what a beauti-
ful woman you are?’' She smiled and things
progressed day after day from there. We
were married on Dec, 26, 1987 at her
sister and brother-in-law's place in
Orlando FL. It was a complete surprise to
the rest of Nancy's family, who were there
for the Holidays, Her mother and step=
father and three of her four grown
children plus a daughter-in-law. We did
not armounce our plans until breakfast on
the 26th. We had a beautiful wedding at
4:00 p.m, in the living room of the house
with the Pastor from the family church in
Orlando officiating.

"Nancy and I have celebrated our First
Wedding Anniversary this past Dec. 26th
and we happily and very much in love look
forward to many more.

"I like to kid Nancy that I robbed the
cradle in that she was only 1% years old
when I enlisted in the Army in Dec, '38 at
White hall Street in NY City.

"I never thought I was going to have as
much happiness and love as Nancy has given
me; I know God saw two lonely people who
needed each other - We have been blessed.

“"Holy Cow, I started out to fill you in
on a few happenings and when I look at
what has been written, I should have closed
hours ago.

"Thank you for your letter of acknow-
ledgment for the card I sent to you, It
wasn't necessary but it is one of the
things we all appreciate about you - 'you
take the time to do nice things’.

"Aloha - Don."

Let's each one of us "Take two" = point
toward Palm Beach - and direct a silent
good wish for Don and Nancy and their
happiness together,

v

YEs, MY NANE REALLY J§
RaleH. MY FatHeg alArs
WANTED A Boy,*



THIS FORM WILL GET YOU YOUR

MEDALS, AWARDS AND DECORATIONS FREE!
Takes about 6 months,

Anything from the Good Conduct Medal

on up will have your name engraved on it.

Date
Military Persommel Records Center
9700 Page Boulevard
St.Louis MO 63132

Sir:

l. It is respectfully requested that my
Military Records be checked for the MEDALS
that I am entitled to - and that such be
malled to me at the address gilven below.

I know that I am entitled to the following:
(however, I may be entitled to some that

I am not aware of: (Please print)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8,
9,
2. The following information is furnished
to check my persormmel records as requested

above:

Last name First Name Mlddle Name

HOME OF RECORD at time of entry into
the Service:
Date of Enlistment

Date of Discharge
(1f more space 1s needed please put the
information on reverse side of this

letter)
Serial or Service Number

Branch of Service

Respectfully Submitted,

(Name)

(Street)

(City)
2ip

{State)

“I wonder if it's not too late to sue my obstetrician.”

ACTING

26

UP

From good friends WILSON and Lucy
DABERKO of 929 Parrish, Uhrichsville, OH:
"One small item about the WW II History.

I was stationed at Schofield - close to
Wheeler Field - on the morning of the
start, I was standing on the highway at
the end of Wheeler Field when this group
of planes came over my head very low.
Strafed the light bombers lined up,
wing-tip to wing-tig, facing the runway.
I observed the complete strafing and
destruction of all visible twin motor
bombers. That was the start of everything
-~ and I was there - also with 24th to the
end of it!! Hopefully I can make it to
the next get-together.”

Thaok you, Bill.

We once wrote in these pages that it
was our opinion that the Army and Navy
on Wahoo goofed badly - regardless of what
secrets Washington did or did not share.
And did the roof ever fall in on us! We
repeat the opinion. And save your letters,
friends. We know your opinions - and
we'll simply never never never see eye-to-
eye on that one.

Alan King asks: "Did you knmow that
sex improves your memory? It's true -
but I can't remember who told me,"



I

Several recent letter writers have
suggested that we devete a likcle less
"time", "space" and/or "attention" to
our deceased. Ergo the necrology for
this issue:

JOSEPH BLASCHE Z1LIMAN W. WILL1S

1n 1989 July 18|1989

I 19th 41-43 A 52nd "49-751 )
Informant: JACK F1lMaN Informant: EZRA P. EiG-E

B.G, CHARLES C. BLANCHARD
¢.G.,Div.Arty, '45-'4B
Died Apr. 7, 1989

Velmar SALSBURY
wife of WM. B. SALSBURY
Sept.4, 1989
was 1603 No.lst St,,5p.#19,
Yaklma Wa 98901
Bill was 19th Antl Tank & Service
6/62-5/45

Lt.Gen. ARTHUR W. OBERBECK
C.0., 3rd Eng.Bn. '62-'44
Died Sept. 7, 1989

Col, JAMES W. STRAIN
2zlst Inf. '46-'48
Died Feb. 8, 1988

ALFREDD F. MARCANGELD
died January 11, 199D
Was C 34th & G 3 Oiv.Hg, 'a5-'46

M2j.LOULS N. ROBERTS Informant: RAY KIRBY

Div.ATLy.
Died Jan. 13, 1986

])Z Mc’,morf/j
L SITHORE 51 s
(/%[éerl* Brcznc[es

[ 215c

ARTHUR F. KMIECIK

19th '44-"45
Informant: JOSEFH P. HOFRICHTER

Mary SHIGEL

wife of EDWARD R. SMIGEL

Sept. 5, 1999

was 14 Liberty Av,,Agawam Ma 0L0O0L
Ed was A34 and 1 19th 8/50-7/51
Informant: Roderlck Owens

RAYHOND %, WEBB

died Januaq{ 25I 1930

Was B 2lst "40-"43
Informant: ROBERT W. CHURCH

WALTER R. ROESSLER
29ch Inf. and a POW
died August 12, 1988
was "good friend" of
JOHN L. GALLEGOS,
29ch Inf, '50-'51)

FRANCLS "Randy" RANDLES
Died January 19, 1920
3hdch 9/ub-12/54

LEQRARD R. MITCHELL

Dec, 11, 1989

F J4th  'a4-'45

lnformant: Son, Glenn Mltchell

FRANCIS J. HOLAN

died Cck. l‘ 1989

C 12=5 'L3-'4z

Col. JAMES D. GREEN
19th Inf,'56

JOHN F, LEDDY Died Apr. 28,1988

dled Feb. 2, 1990
24th Med.Bn. '43-'45 Col. JOHN S. GROWDON
6th Tk.Bn, '50-'52
Died July 31, 1987

WALTER RANDALL
52nd FA Bn
Died Apr. 14, 1989

DALE TERWILLIGER

21st '50-751

Died Cct.l0, 1989

Beautiful eulogy by DICK BEARD too;
Jorry we can T use ik,

ALBERT R, FOURNIER

Div.tiq, '4l-"44

Died Nov. 13, 1989

BILL SHCWEN gave us a beautiful
trlbute we wlsh we could have used.

ROBERT P. LAVENDER

Died June 4, 1989

E & Hg. 2nd Bm. 3ath '50-751
ANTHONY S. MALINA

Hq. & Hq.Btry, l3th FA '31

Hq.Btry. 13th FA Bn. '41-'43
Informants; ANDREW SIMPSON

+1-16

Dz’ec[ Dec. 26, Iﬂé)j

QL/Z::T [Ovz’n f‘(,/(;[elb
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{Ed.Note: It all started with a telephone call, Michele Zamboni was on our line,
eporting, sadli the passin% of her beloved grandfather, '"our'" FRANCIS J. NOLAN,
EC 19th}, Quic 1y, she regalned her composure with a simple request -- which was not
to be denied. Would we print, if she wrote, a few of her thoughts? The answer,
dear Michele, is "Assuredly Yes, the page is yours.'')

A LETTER TO MY GRANDFATHER

It is February and the Berkshire snow has since covered your lonely grave, Only
four months ago I can remember lying by your bedside after your soul had just escaped
your tired body. If only you could have held on a little longer I would have told you
one last time that I loved you.

If there was ever a moment in my life when I needed you the most, it certainly
would be now, To embrace your "barrel" chest again would give me the strength to go
on. To feel your rough warm hands in mind would give me the reassurance that you will
always be there. To hear your deep voice telling me you loved me would soothe all of
life's problems. But as reality sets in, I am faced with the fact that I will never
see, hear, or touch you again,

Only those precious memories I have to keep you alive,

Now as the grief and sorrow slowly pass, I lie awake nights thinking of special
moments we had,

Twenty-two years I spent with you. Childhood days holding your hand.

Grandpa, you were the one who built me a swing, showed me the mountains and
taught me to sing.

In your eyes, I knew I could see; the kindest of eyes there ever could be,

Stories of the war, I'll never forget, and the love we gave you, we'll never
regret.

Oh, how I miss you grandfather mine; if only we could go back in time.

You were a strong and able man capable of conquering any obstacle that came your
way and your bravery during World War II captured the admiration of your comrades.

Your love for carpentry was like that of a surgeon painstakingly using each tool
with perfection., Every room you reconstructed in our home symbolizes a part of you.

Now as I lie awake nights thinking of the past, I begin to understand you
Grandpa, for you were not always a happy man. Your headstone displays a broken columm
symbolizing an unfulfilled life. A life filled with turmoil and despair. A child of
broken dreams desperately seeking someone to love, I truly believe the only real and
solid love you ever found was in the hearts of your grandchildren,

The feelings we have for you and the timeless moments we spent together will
remain in our memories forever.

As I end this letter, Grandpa, I want you to know how much you are loved and
missed.,

God's greatest gift of all was to have you for a Grandpa to call my very own,

Love forever and always,
Michele.

ﬁ
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