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2004-2005 

24th Infan Division Association 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Nomination and election of the Association Officers for t.he term 
2004-2005 will be conducted at the Annual Membership 
Meeting held at the Association Reunion in Albuquerque, NM 
all Saturday, September 25, 2004 at 10:00 AM . Only an Acti ve 
Member as defined by our Constil1ltion and Bylaws may be 
nominated . There are three (3) positions open for elec tion each 
year. They are: 

President 
Vice President 
SecrctaryfTreasurer 

All nominations for the dected offices will be made to the 
Nomination Committee for consideration . Any nomination 
made from the floor will be refened to the Committee for 
consideration and if found qualified will be referred to the 
membership for vote. Nominations should be made On the basis 
of the individual's contribution to the welfare of the 
Assoc ia tion, his participation in Association activities, his 
abi lity to conlll1unicate with the membership and his ability to 
perform the dUlles for which nominated , All nomination 
including those from the fl oor will be in writin g and will be 
accompanied by a biographical sketch of the nominee and tbeir 
acceptance of the nomination . Any Active Member may make a 
nomin<:ttion and any Associate Member may make a suggeslion ; 
but only Active Members may vote on any nomination . 

All nomination should be sent to the Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee not later than 1 September 2004 . Your 
committee is th~ following: 

CHAIR.MAN 
Rodney F. Stock, .Ir. 
204 Quail Run Road 
Fernley, NV 89408-9050 
(775) 575-4276 
34th InfiKorea 

MEMBERS 
Charles W. B isselt 
Richard.l. DeWitt 
Ben H. Wahle, .Ir. 
Norman E. Wolak 

Wes 

Reminder: II is requesfed thai aU Obiruary Notices be .senl to the 
Sccretaryrrreasurer Norm Dixon. Nolil:es should conlalO as much 
infonnalion as possible so members may scud condolences to the 
family In a timely mailer. Infonnation should include the dale & lime 
of death, where & when service will be held and where condolence 
cards ma y be sent. All notices will be published in Ihe Il ex t TARO 
LEAF afler receipt. Notices !flay also bc sent oUlto all who have lisled 
an e-mail address with the Reunion Coordinator, Wes MorriSOIl . For 
Ihose who ha ven' , been receivi ng e-mml notices In the past and would 
like 10 rece ive fUIIll 'e noti ces, send your e-mail address to 
wesm8@aol.com and he will add il to his li sl. 

Wes Morrison 

Pres ident 
VERBECK AWARD & COMMITTEE 

MG William Jordan Verbeck, onetime Regimental commander 
of the 21 st Infantry and Di vision Chief of Sta ff demon Slrated in 
myriad ways and consistently from his Divis ion days of 44 and 
45 to the day of his death on November 4, 1965 an unparalleled 
Jove for and devotion to the Di vision and our Association. 

The William Jordan Verbeck Award had its genesis in the mind 
of the late Edmund Henry, one o f the Associat ions founders. He 
presented his concept to the Executive Committee in 1966 and 
agreed to fumish the silver bowl, which was to serve as indicia 
for the A ward. 

The Executive Committee established the guidelines with 
respect to the standards upon which presentation was to be 
based. It was to be presented, not annually, but from time-t.o­
time as justification indicates. II was to be presented to that 
Association member who best displayed the ideals o f Bill 
Verbeck , an unabashed love for Division and its Association. It 
was to be awarded to the member bcst showing real effort in 
furthering the best interests of the Association and the Division. 
It was not intended to reward mere popularity and the like. It 
was intended to reward sleeves-rolled-up hard work in helping 
to make the Association into a successfull y organizati on. 

As President orthe Associati on, I am honored and pr;vileged to 
name the foll owing Association members to tbe COll1lninee to 
review nominees for the award and, if appropriate, selection of 
the mos t qUillified nominee who best represent s the criteria 
established by the Executi ve Committee. 

CHAIRMAN 

Harold Corky Peters 
Verbeck Award Winner - 2002 

MEMBERS 
John E. Klump J985 Ve rbeck Award Winner 
Warren G. AvelY 1989 Verbeck Aw.rd Winner 
Eric Diller Life Member # 1185 
Edward S. Fa rmer Li fe Member #378 

Nominations are to be recei ved not later lhan 1 September 2004. 
Mail nominations to : 

Harold "Corky" Peters 
Chairman 
13 791 Dorothy Dr. 
Rogers, MN 55374-8R99 

DUES REMINDER 
Annual and Life paym~nt s dues are due )lot later than 60 days 
after the Expiration Date located in the address label of your 
TARO LEAF. Any annual dues not received within that time 
frame will result in the removal of your name from the TARO 
LEAF MaiJing List. Life paymen ts will be pro-rated and <l new 
Expiration Date will be issued . Failure to make a new Life 
payment or an annual payment within 60 days of the new 
Expiration Date will result in the removal of your narne from the 
Mailing List. Mail due LO: Norm Dixon, Secre tary/Treasurer, 
16849 W. Vili.gio Dr.. Surprise, AZ 85387-7565 

mailto:wesm8@aol.com


Secretary/Treasurer's Report 

As of Mid-July 2004 


Financial Accounts: 
Spending: 241h IDA Checking $8,101.57 

168.18 Bulk Mai l Account 
Petty Cash Account 1.14 

Subtotal 8270.89 

Savings: Money Market 30,101.20 
Assets: Time Account (CD) 30,000.00 

Total: $68372.09 

Membership At the moment I do not have a CPA but am relying more and more on computer soft­
ware such as Quickbooks for day to day bookkeeping and reports and I am about to commit to tax 
software for our profit exempt status. And I look forward to organizing this paper work into a place 
where anyone can locate what they need. The Membership Roster is still being cleaned up as to a few 
who haven't kept up to date with dues or mailing addresses. As of mid-July, the number is at (2,852) 
including a handful that are temporarily off the mailing list. 

Recent Donors 

Bobby Nunley $ 5 Winford Carr 5 
George King 50 Arnold Plumer 10 
Edward Sharpe 
Walter Kramer 
Richard Yarborough 
Robert Moore 
John Shuell 
Wilbur Federwitz 
Edson Carpenter 
Gerald Tomlin 
Robert Stratton 
James Mims 
Vince Rybe 
Gordon Behrel 
Edward Harrison 
Stanley Gilbertson 

10 
5 

10 
10 
5 

10 
10 

5 
15 
25 
20 
20 
10 
10 

George Tominaga 
Ed Browne 
William Eberle 
Emilio Guglielmelli 
John O'Sullivan 
Dr. Nat Smith 
George Seiferth 
Donald Darke 
Robert Olson 
Walter Gay 
Thomas Hearn 
Allen Brooks 
Elmer Davidson 
Raymond McGuire 

5 
10 
10 
5 

15 
20 

100 
5 

10 
10 

5 
5 

10 
25 

TOTAL $470 

"THANKS" 

2 

http:68372.09
http:30,000.00
http:30,101.20
http:8,101.57


New members 

Abel (Assoc) Timothy M 24'h Signal Peterson Alfred L DivHQ 
Brown Roy H. 19'h Regt Rawson Clark E 19'h Regt 
Corona Frank 59'h FABn Ricci Dante 21 5 

' Regt 
Cullers William M 21 st Regt Romero Edward C. 24th Adm 
Dally Gordon W 24'h 10 Sawyer George K. 3'd Eng Bn 
Davis Ray G. 19'h Regt Scruggs SSG Hershel W. 118 Regt 
Graham John 19'h Regt Shiroshi Robert K Div G2 
Kirkman Maurice L 21 st Regt Shuster Michael Div HQ 
Lang Elmer 34'h Regt Siler Arthur E. 21 st Regt 
Lockwood Steven W. 63'd FA Bn Sinsel (As soc) Alan L 34'h Regt 
Luna FlorT 6'h Tank Sullivan Thomas J. 21 5 

' Regt 
MacKay Sir Earl 19'h Regt Szopinski Thomas R. 19'h Regt 
Marke Gerald 21 st Regt Tashiro Kenneth A 19'h Regt 
Mayo Hubert 24'h HQ Temple Alfred Sr. DivG-2 
Mix Arthur J. 24'h Signal Trueluck James W 19'h Regt 
Mullins (Assoc) Lois 13'h FA Bn Valdez Bernie 0 21 st Regt 
Munoz Jose L. 19'h Regt Verhulst Fred 
Paterno Gerard 24'h Recon Vinitsky Vincent 34'h Regt 
Peavey Martin L 35'h FA Bn Warner Paul S. 21 5 

' Regt 
Peck Arthur J 34'h Regt Weinstein Mitchell 21 st Regt 
Pecha Frank J. 21 5 

' Regt Yeakel Albert M. Div Med 

New Life Members 

Vergara MSG Andres Div HQ Tuten Mary Jane Div Adm 
Vitale Donald J. 19'h Regt Brewer Doyle H. 34'h Regt 
Wack Arthur R. 19'h Regt Montclam Russell 19'h Regt 
West Max L. 21 5 

' Regt Neverovich Charles 3'd Eng 
Quintero Robert 19'h Regt Eberly William J 21 st Regt 
Richison Charles !9'h Regt Baird John K. 34'h Regt 
Vlasic Robert 21 st Regt Appler Thomas M. Div HQ 
Henry Donald 40'h ID Rybel Vince Div G2 

The below comic strips were part of a 9-111 Thanksgiving Day Tribute published in papers around the country. 
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Division Association 24th Inf 
Chaplin's Corner 
For loving us - even when we are 1101 lovable ... 

I like to make my own way in life . I want to deserve God's goodness . But 1 can ' t always do it. I'm not 


that noble and He know s it. That's why, even when I'm the least worthy of Hi s love, I know tbat I s till bave it. 

When I don't have the strength to reach out to Him, He comes to m e . When I don ' t have the courage to fac e 

Him, He puts His aIm around my sho ulder - and I have to look up. 


o God, our father you give us m ercy to make us tender towards others: We acknowledge that all too 
often we let m ercy w ither to justice, justice to vengeance, which makes liS brittl e and hard toward other persons. 
Forgive uS our misuse of such treasure . Help us to receive mercy and to be more and m o re merciful to others. 
-David!vl Currie 

From the Guideposts Handbook ofPrayer 


How To Live To A Hundred 
Of course there is no rece ipt for living a hundred years. 
What we mean , in sober and careful language, is how to 
keep a body machine in such good condition that , barring 
accidents. We shall round out Our appointed tenn of life in 
hea lth and vigor. 

T o accomplish this there is nothing new to 5uggest , either 
in nostrum or health program; but we need to be reminded 
of these established rules that are the result of uni versal 
exrerience, and of the application of intelligence to life. 
Hence. observe th e followino ' o· 

Eat intelligently. Leam the nutriti ve va lue of foods. Eat 
what you need. Let the diet be simple. A void sa ti ety; qui t 
ea ting before you are sated. Chew well. 

Drink only pure water. Water containing cel1ain sa lts and 
mmerals may be beneficial; ask your phys ician. Drink a 
plen ty. Water IS man 's grea test friend found in nature. 

Keep clean. Bathe regu la rly. 

eat 
°bftenSbwh . If you cannot afford Turkish baths get a 

at -ca lOet of yo r . k 
at least once a wee~, o;hnr~~ 1 ma ~ .o?e, .and .pe rspire free ly 
of the kidneys. gil pel SPITall on JS the sa/varion 

Take regularly no akohol in any form Th' . 
opemno Ihis sub'eet· . ere IS no Ilse In 

a tcoholic beverag~s is aa~arnl' h The regular drinker of 
,00 IS pe rson He is I' a pleasant glow at the ex: ," ' . pure l aSIng

disorders. pense of mVJl1ng a hnndred 

Be out of doors as much as you ea 

a~d water are nature 's three c llre-(a~i Fresh air ~unshine 

wmdows open summer a d' s. Sleep with your 

n wmter. 

Exercise systematically. Modern li~. ' . . 
routmed that the musc les and Or an e IS as a rule so 
harmoniously deve loped Th g s of the body are not 
t h . e,e are many book ' d 
eac ers of exercise ' but th '. s an 

. . e prmclpa/s are few, and 
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usually the same in all systems. It is regular, not 
occas ional and violent, exercise that cou nts. 

Avoid constipation , one of the most prolific sources of 
bodily derangement. Take the matter up seri ous ly with 
your physic ian. 

Avo id excesses of any kind. Be temperate in all things. 

Maintaining the body in the state of e fficiency is large ly a 
matter of thought training. This truth is being emphasized 
a grea t dea l nowadays, and rightly so. 

Don ' t worry . It is mostly a mattcr of habit. Don 't get into 
the way of It. Wony is a prime life-shortener. 

Don 't indulge in hate. Don ' t allow yourse lf to entertain a 
grudge against an y human be ing . What's the use? Forget 
tt. 

Don't gi ve way to regret s for the pas t nor to premon itions 
of evrl for the future. 

Keep the mind cheerful. PI d I ay an augh as much as youcan. 

Have some pali of the world's work to do 


:~~ ~~~~~Ig:C~~:t~altwBe interested in somt~~~:~~~;;~~

k 

the job. Be satis fi ed wj t~reacath Yd
OU 

,life b Y day and not by 
ay resu tl s. 

ManT ; have children' the mOs t wh I 
in the world are gmndfath d 0 esome class of people 

. ers an grandmoth ers. 
BelI eve in the almightiness of 0 
success that in volves a traub'l d g o~ness and shun any 

e conscIence. 

These probably sound like preachy pl atitudes to . 
are, but It IS necessary to kee" you, they

p I epeatlOg them beca 
are constant.Jy overlooking or d" use we 
to be re . d d h IscOuntlng tbem; we need 

mm e t at they are the b · kI 
art of living a hundred years. est we low about the 

. - Dr. Frank Crane 
N1I7eteen Hundred and Nineteen 

http:constant.Jy


24th Infan Division Association 


BEAMEMBER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION RECRUIT A MEMBER 

I desire to be enrolled (or) reinstated as a Member (or) Associate Member of the 
24'h Infantry Division Association, 

and thereby be affiliated with the 
Greatest Combat Division the United States Anny 

has ever known. 

NAME ________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRE SS _______________ ________ _____ _ ________ 

CITY ________ ____ STATE___ _ Z IP COD E 

TELEPHONE _ ________EMAIL _ ______ _ 


OCCUPATlON _________________________________ _____________________ 


SPOUSE' S NAME _______________________ _ CHILDREN & AGES _ _ _ ___ ____ 


SPONSOR'SNAME ____________________________ ____________________ 

(Relation 10 sponsor ifthe Application is'{or Associate Memberslrip) 

***** •• ***** •• * ***. * * * ************ ** *****~* ** ** **** ****** * **** * ********* * ***** * ****** ** **** 

SERVED IN THE 24'hor was ATTACHED TO THE 24'h 


UN IT. ... SQUAD _ _ PLATOON_ _ COMPANY _ _ BN. _ _ REGT. _ _ HQ _ _ FROM_ TO _ _ 


UNIT . .. SQUAD _ _ PLATOON__COMPANY__BN.__REGT. _ _ HQ __FROM _ _ TO_ 

REMARKS______________________ ______ _____ ________ 

********************* ************ **************************** ********** ** ** *** 


Annual- $1 5.00 _ Lifetime - $ 150 .00 
I Year From Date of Payable in lump sum of $ 150.00 

Enlis ting in Association or in 5 yearly payments of $30.00 

Please make checks payabJe to: 

"24111 Infantry Division Association" 


Mai l with this completed appl ication to: 

Norm Dixon 


Secreta rv/Treasurer 

24th Infantry Division Associaf.ion 


16849 W. ViUagio Dr 

Surprise, AZ 85387-7565 


Recommended By: ____ _____ ________ ___ .___ _ _ _ ___ _ __ 
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A Page For Artillerymen 
(Much tOO complicated fo r other branches) 

During Service Practice the Div Arty C ommandEr is at the OP, He identifies a targe t and 
tells the Battalion CO to fire one round at it and see if they hit it o r not. Blimming with confidence, 
and knowing that his career is on the line, the Bn Co sends the coo rdinate s o f the ta rget to th e FDC 
In less than a minute they hear the shor of the cannon be hind them and the raclio says , "On The 
Way, " All eyes are glued to th e targer -- the shot hits -- and it is abou t a hundred yard s off- target, 
\X/hat h appened) 

Back In the FDe 2nd Lt Mergatroid N umbnutz is th e Gunnery Offi cer -- and he forgot to 

correct for Drift. The rifling in all us artillery pieces has a right-hand twist. The shell spinning 
around its lo ng axes gives it stabili ty and keep s it fro m tumbling d uring flight -- th e sa me way, and 
reason s, that the footb all Quarterback spins the bali wh en he throws a pass. If you aim dead-cente r 
at a targe t the projectile will always hit o ff to the right , and the greate r th e range the m Ore to the 
right it will hit. This is caUed Drift , and it is constant, m easurable -- and always to the right, Firing 
tables show that a t 10,000 yard s th e re will be 8 mils o f dtift; therefo re, to hit this ta rget you have to 

aim 8 mils to the left -- simple! (lVith a little traimng even 3 rd Engineer Dati Rickert couM do it!) 
H eyl If your 2f1J Lt. Cmlld mess li p that thing up. 1'111 Slife us 3m 

Drift 
"C" Engineers could me~::. It lip even Gooder. So there! ~B 

Now fo r the Pos t-Graduate Co m se in G unnery, 
In reaL ty the p rojectile's dtift does not fo llow a s traight 
line os shown in the drawing to the left --its acrual path 
is as shown below, with the majority of drift occurring 
in the downwa td leg o f the flig ht. Why is thi s so))) It is 

a ma tte r of gyroscopic precession, (Well, there goes 
DOll Rickert and the m l of the 3rd E ngimers) 

If you push on a gyroscope it will til t no t in the direction 
you are pushing, 

but 90° off in the ditecti o n of its 
ro tation . Since 

Our ca nnon shell is spinn.ing , and
spinning rapidly, 

it beco m es a gyrosco pe. O n the 
downward leg o f 

its flig hr there is slig htly m o re pressure on the nose 0 f 
th e fu se than on the rest o f the shell,This cau ses the 
proi_ec tile to precess o ff to the right. In"high angle!! fire 
Doh becomes a very serio us co nsider:1 tio n, At 
10,000 yards on Jow ang le fi~e th e Driftis 8 mils -- for 
10,000 ya rds in Hig h Ang le fire theDrift is 36 mus. 
(No small m atte r!) 

Having mastered the p ro blem o f Dnft, Our nex t Jesson 
Wl)) be o n Rota/zon of tbe Earth and ItS 

effec ts on D e flectio n and Range. If th h 
ere lS eno ug SPdce we may al so dlSCUSS Corioiu Effit1 

Dutch Nelsen 
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LOOKNG FOR BUDDIES 
H ello, 

I underst;\nd that YO ll art' 111<:' editor or the Nev.skncr 
:,en! to 1l)(:' lllhtT" of Ih t: 2 ~I· th llli3Jllry Di \'I,-;iOIl. 1 al1l \OOk Ulg 

for anYOJle 11"\]0 kll t'\\, Illy hr()\..her hdore ,md during thc 
Korl'.::I1l \VaL He n;-L'i III Calif<mli;1 prior to heing :-.ilipped 10 
Ja(J~11l ,uHI ll1t'11 \vas "tnt to Ko rea , He was KI A o n J111~' 

l -I..l!)50. l h~l\'t:: gOI1t:Jl inr0r111<lrjol1 concerning hi ~ cleath l 

bill r would likl~ to 11t' ;1l' ["rOI\) somc of his dO~t: buddi t:'i 
\,hile he was in C,difonlJa ancl.JapaJl . II WeL', :, ug:gc,qed \() 1l H,:' 

lh;lt yOIl might pllblish <I brief Ilorjce in (he New:,letter for 
me.; . I will he II<\PPv to pay. 

HI" n;ulIe 1\ Boyd E. Tlicker f"roll] /\Ikall,'ias. I-Ie W;:IS 

inlhe ~·l.th Illlanrry Di \" j"joll , G;:1rd Field I\lldl t' r~ ' Ibl \;d iOll. 

I H'O iilcl we lcollle aJl~ ' iul i-.) 1"101H all YOIlt'. 110 ll1(llltT 

It t:: Jit:d alld call barely 

Th;lllk. you, 
Pal l{ohbiJ)S (S[~h:r) . 

i\'ly COJl!acllnfo j,,; I 
Pel! Robhin ", 
(; t:·\8 Ar1llty RO,Ld 

Bonncnktle, AR 719.1:~ 

Ph . (.-'iO I) 5 ~5·R[j~2 

Fa, - (501) 52,d~(;H 
Em,lil - dO ~'(T[l;l!j"@Pl ()drg~ . tJeI 

June 2, 2004 
I received a letter from an 

Earl Bronner Jr. asking for help 
in finding people who knew his 
father who served with the 24th 
lD during World War II , I hope 
you can run the picture and this 
short nottce: 

"Earl Bmnner served with 
the 24th ID in New Guinea, Luzon 
and Mindanao during World War 
II. A Texan, Bronner was a truck 
driver in Service Company, 34th 
Regiment. Service Company. His 
son, Earl Bronner Jr. is anxious to 
hear from anyone who knew his 
father. 
He can be reached at: Earl Bronner Jr. 

196 Jacobson Rd # 138 
Cathlamet, WA 98642 
Phone 360-795-6518 

Thanks, Billy. The Taro Leaf IS the BEST·thanks to you l 
Regards, 
Bill McKenna 
970 Neilson St 
Albany, CA 94706 
biUjomac@aol .com 

Anyone out there who remembers Zenon Rybel from 
basic at Camp Wallace, Coast Guard OCS, AAAlAW, MI 
Tra ining Center, Photo Interpretation Team 114 , 24'" ID HQ 
in the Philippines, or in Japan with Ihe 324 Ord ., Please 
contact his son, Vince Rybel , 23541 Greasy Creek Road , 
Philomath OR 97370-9591 or vrybel@ch2m,com. 

/ 

I I 
Earl D Bront1e,. 

Above ~s a p l cture of Set,e 3nt 
Albert Self fr oJlI PeoL... J , 1 111l"10 l. ~ . TI le pl Gt '.l re 
WU S take n r1 .£'1'1 7 d 'l rlng lh e 0~{;u pa ll0n ,J! 
JaIlo n , at Sas 9bo, f. jushu. At th ~t t 1 m~ , ~ ~t . 

S~ l f wa s a n',mber o~ ~o . 1-3rd Batl- a ~~on ~4rh 

lof. F:;It.: - "At cl I :l£Jn" ry !) lV1SH\ n . H ~ wa.s (Iu r 
fJ..~l d Se -g e ant , re::p0 nsl.b _,= LJ r O U_ da :z..l j 
tralnlng exe r Cl ses, clfle l a r l~e ba ycncl u~e 

tra lon i ng , \~·eapcn .. car e ,, :td use, ::.qU J i tae I"" I CS , 
pla t oon and C ',tTLp an ',' t acL l ..... ". . l!A was c o ncl....rne d 
WIth -,tiP. we lt cJ.ro:::- a nd L..::-.;::d ' Lntj o f CO " I " as () 
u nlt . To !! I~ r,e ,,' do:;;: the ~ rlJ_ er s , soldl e r. 

de can··;j for us as a u n l.t , a nd as 
Ind.L v Jduals . -r j'c, u n~edF'd to ta l k , o r ud'~' l c e, 

hi:' wa s the r e . I f the r e -.:as a , o u to b 'd d~ne , 

he was "(here; he wOtL d rl ' t as k of r lS men 
sU t:Le tcnng h ~ w()ul dn' "( do . no tr 1..: nln1 
eX!!rC l SeS , m" nE>J Ve rS, h e wa s t d e Yd . Sg t . S~ l f 

v,,- ' u ~ d t el l ,:5 " LI?" 3. rn how to t a ke cu= o f Y:Lu r 
·"l. f'S - n o on e E.! 3 e c a n do j" foc yo u - b u t 
d o:-. ' t f o rget t o look ou t fer y ( \(.( b· :-idles ." 

I 1.0:; saddened to f~ n·l a lit t. :la t .....,I. ef'. th e 
Ko rean W,;H broke out , Sqt . ~el[ was 
tra '1 s f'?rred t o the 19th Rgt., senr. to Yo rea, 
a n .j sa ~'1 combat ther e . He fJoPF a rent ly "l as tCike n 
capti v e by the Nort h rorean s , f !rs~ l13 ted a s 
M.I.A., 8. ~ d t~len ll...>tect "3.~ a pr.1 ~ o r, r. Then 
a pparRrlt. !y JH..d '''hi le a :)r .l 5 00.;or . Not a 
flt ti l)'l e nd t o a s o] ~l er , a l eg end In h lS o wn 
way. I f ",- nyone knows more about Sgt . Sel f , d j,_; 

It to h~s hlst o r y. 

Fo £mer : 	 P . F . C . Oliver G . Christiansen Co . I ­
:~4th I nt. Reg t. 
91.09 R1V - :::- Roarl 
Pl e asa .1L ~ rd~r ~ E , WI 5 31~ S 

(262) 6 94 -319" 

Looking for information about my fa [her Joseph Ferreri 
from Staten Island . Servt;d in the Pacific Theatre from (943 
through Japanese occupation in 1946. Discharged rank = a 
Staff Sargeant. Was with 24th lnfanl!), Division , 2151 Jn fantl)' . 
He passed away of natura l causes in 1980 at 57 years old . 
Once said thaI he operated a machine gun, the type on a 
tripod. Also said that he was a couk. Said that General 
MacArthur Once ate his pancakes. 
Thank s for any help. 

Tony Ferreri. 
A CFERRERI@aol.com 
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LOOKNG FOR BUDDIES (Cont.) 

My name is Louis F. Zamora. My brother, 
Anselmo, was a member of the 21 st regiment, 24th 
Infantry Division stationed in Japan in 1950. He 
was part of Task Force Smith and consequently 
became a POW. According to information I have 
been ab le to obtain, he died in captivity in February 
1951. His name appeared on Ihe Johnson list. 

At the Annual DC POW/MIA briefing . I 
obtained your e-mail address. I am writing in hopes 
that I may get on the Taro Lea f mailing lis t in an 
attempt to learn more about the 24 th , its members 
and poss ibly any surviving members of Task Force 
Smith and the Tiger March. I would also like to 
learn about upcoming reunions and if 1 would be 
allowed to attend. 

Any information you can provide will be 
grea tly appreciated and if there are any costs 
involved in the handling or mailing of the 
newsletter, I will gladly submit payment. Thanking 
you in adva nce I remain: 

Louis F. Zamora 
5838 Royal Haven Dr. 
San Antonio, TX 78239 
lanalou@ stic.net 

I a~ writ i ng ~n regard t o the pic Lur e 
on page 41 of '-he Vol. 58 , No . 1 of the 
Ta ro Leaf . 

The p i cture J n questions is that o f 
the 3rd plat oon of Co . A., 767th Tank 
Bactalion dnd the batta li o n of " he 19th 
24ttl Div . The ??? was t he 1 st wave on Hed 
Beach on Oct 20, 1 944 . Du e ay was to t he 
left and we p roceeded in ??? Leyte a nd 
headed ~o r ??? on ?? ? Ba y. 

T' d SLre like to hear from an ybody of 
t t. <.: 767th. Any harcds 

S i ncerely , 

Ed Carpenter 
7133 Su nset Avenue 
Jenison , MI 494 )8 
( 616 ) 457 - 7019 

Dear Mother, 

Below is a copy of a letter 
written by Pvt. John 
Hughes. It was written on 
his Birthday. Ray Hughes 
would like to hear from 
anyone who served with 
John . 

Raymond G. Hughes 
5070 Petersburg Road 
Petersburg, KY 41080 

Sept 12, 1945 
Mindanao P.l. 

A few lines to let you know I received your letter 
and was happy to hear from you. I am glad you and 
Harold are enjoying yourself. 

I have been and at the present in the mountains 
with my platoon guarding a sawmill. While enroute to 
camp for rations, two GI's a L T and myself captured 8 
Japs. Two of them were wounded seriously. We didn't 
have much trouble as they wanted to surrender. 
Another boy and myself went along as guards. The 
other boy carried a weapon but failed to take 
ammunition with him. The first few minutes were a little 
exciting and I thought we were trapped, but all turned 
out okay. 

I have lost some weight recently as my stomach is 
on the fritz. Just a good case of dysentery. I don't want 
to go to the hospital as we are scheduled to leave the 
island for Japan very soon in fact a matter of days. 

Today is my Birthday as you know. I am 28. I 
haven't heard from George for a long time now. I guess 
he is busy. 

There isn't anything to do up here in the daytime. 
We pull guard at night. So far we have had not trouble. 

I am going to close for this time sending my best 
wished to all. 

Write when you can. 
With Love, 
Johnny 

Hubert L. Larpe"ter "A" LO. 3,.d ENG Lamp, 

Lrout-h, Yama'lut-h, Lcty, Ya.ma'lut-h, Pref eo"re, 

Ja.pa." (+ " orea) Where , 5 he? 

Lots Ot' Ir-a.q r1eWS herE dCLi.~) p lus M&to.ry.c.-om on 

the net. 

Do you use the Ia.ter? Try to 'let ,nfo out of 

Norman E. Tredway, but no lud< so f ar. L stay 

well. ThaYlks for the Ta.ro Lea.f. 

Bacil Steed Steed, 
46 Chew ings Street 

J.'!th R.et-oYl LO . Page A.C.T. 2614 
J o..po..nl"area Australia 

BaxilBSteed@netspeed.com.au 
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24th Infantr Division Association 


Walter Newlin, Host 
24th Infantry Division Association Reunion 
28 Canyon Road 
Sandia Park, New Mexico 87047 
(505)281-5149 
pnewlin@aaahawk 

To the 24th Infantry Reunion Travelers; 

I am sending a map of Albuquerque, New Mexico where 1 have marked the 
approximate location of three of the best R. V. Parks with the telephone 
numbers. Special Note the Albuquerque Balloon Festival starts about the 
first of October so if you would like to stay for that, the Balloon Park would 
be handy. 

For our friends coming in by air, I have negotiated with Sunport Shuttle for 
a cheaper price to take you to the hotel. They will have something on their 
shuttles that will note they are for the 24th Infantry Division Reunion. Their 
telephone is (505) 883-4.966 . It would be nice if we knew what day & time 
your flight will come in and I will relay it the information to the Sunport 
Shuttle . Also the Albuquerque Cab Company is part of the Sunport Shuttle 
and their telephone Number is (505) 883-4888. If you prefer to fax your time 
of anival to the Sunport Shuttle or the Albuquerque Cab Co. their fax 
number is (505) 883-3243. 

For our friends that are driving to 
Albuquerque, I located the 
approximate location of the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel, which is down 
town at 330 Tijeras Ave. S.W. on 
the map. 

Hope to see you all in September. 

Sincerely, 


Walt & Priscilla Newlin 
yl J;J;: 

S" 
(')
• 
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WELCOME TO ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 

2004 REUNION SITE 


Albuquerque is set in the splend or of the Sandia Mountains, which were named by the Spani sh Conquistadores fo r the 
watermelon splash of color during sunsets. Founded in 1706 as a Spanish Settlement by Fernandez de la Cueva, the lo,j , 
Duke of Albuquerque, the city now has a population of over 750,000 and is New Mexico's largest city. 

Recognized as one of the most culturally di verse c ities in the United States, Albuquerque has much to offer any visi tor. A 
boundless va riety of interests and sites to vi sit include the Isleta and Sandia Indian Pueblos , Historic Old Town, Historic 
Route 66, the 
Rio Grande Zoo and Botanical Ga rdens, the Albuquerque Aquarium, the Turquoise Museum, the Rattlesnake Museum, 
the University o f New Mex.ico , Kirtland Air Force Base and the Sandia National Laboratories. T he city is a lso home to 
the world 's largest aerial tramway on the Sandia Peak , as well as the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, the National Hispanic 
Cultural Center and the New Mexico Muse um of Natural History, which inc ludes the Lodestar Astron omy Center. 

For naturc lovers, both the Sandia and Manzano WildeJ1less offe r over 70,000 acres of high elevations and 170 miles of 
forested hiking tra ils. The Petroglyph National Monument o n th e ci ty' s west s ide, stretches 17 miles with over 20,000 
prehistoric Nati ve American petroglyphs. 

Mild or firey , there's nothing like New Mexican cuisine! Albuquerque offers a variety of dining opti ons from the quai nt 
and casual atmosphere to the e legant ambiance of one of our finer restaurants. Add some spice into your life and order 
your chile "Chri stmas" and you ' ll get both red and green ch ile on your plate ! 

Enj oy Albuquerque - a delightful and a rtful blend of historic ri ch cultures, natural beauty, spectacular climate and 
progressive technology I Although the weather should be co mfortable , bring a lig ht jacket or swea ter as the nights can 
become Chilly. 

Ame ri ca West Air lin es ha s again of fe red th e il' Special Eve nt Travel Disco un t Lo the 24,h Infant ry Divisio n 
Associa tion Reu nio n in Albuquerq ue thi s September. For thi s s pec ial dis count , a ll tic ke ting mllst be don e by 
Ame rica WesL A irlines. americawe sLcom or (lny ARClBsP/IATA approved ngency. When plac ing a re servation 
for tick et ing. use CAIVI S Uisco unt Code: 437 1. 

DISCOUNTS/ FARES: 

5% off lowest "ppli ca bl e publi s hed far e (as pe rmi tte d by fare rul e s) 

10% off the Y6 , YSQ, YUP6. YUP6Q or fir st Clas s fare. (For th ose last minute arra nge me nts . use Y6 .) T he re is a 

5'10 Bo nus Di scoun t for tickets purc hased 60 o r more days prio r 1.0 travel. 


Have your Travel Agen t call AmericCl West for specific ticketing in structions. 
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ANNUAL REUNION 
22 - 25 SEPTEMBER, 2004 


HYATT REGENCY ALBUQUERQUE, ALBUQUERQUE, NM 


Make checks payabl e to: 
24!h Infantry Division Association 

Mai l to: Walter C. Newlin 
28 Canyon Road 
Sandia Park, NM , 87047 

Name (Pl ease Print ),_ _ _ _ ______ 

Address,___________ 

City, ___ _ _______ Sdtate _ _ _ _ Zip ____ _ 


Home Phone (,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ E-mail Address,_________ 


Names ofWife/Guest Attending, _ _ _ _ _ 


Please list any food allergies/or spec ial di ets required. Please be specific ! 


INFORMATION FOR YOUR IDENTIFICATION BADGE 

Nickname,____ , __ First Timer Yes___ No_ _ _ 

CompanylBaMery_____Unit,_ _ ___Period Location, _ _ _ _ 

REMEMBER 

If you have a group of friends and wish to be seated toge ther, get together and pay together. O nly to 
people at each table. I f you wa n t to b e s ea ted wi th y our fr i ends at t h e 
Banquet s , you mt.: .st mail your r egi s trati on form s i n toget h er i n one 
e nv e l ope . If y o u r fo rms a re not maile d i n toge the r al o ng with your 
c heck , we cannot guarante e tha t you wil l b e seate d toge ther ~ 

Mural from The Albuquerque Indian Pueblo Cultural Center The Fruits of Life by Charles Lovato 
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WELCOME TO HYATT REGENCY ALBUQUERQUE 

HOTEL RESERVATION FORM 

24TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION REUNION 


September 22 - 26, 2004 


Room Type Requested Rate (Single/Double) Number in Party 
(Children under 18 stay free) 


Queen Size Sing le Bed___ $85.00 

Queen Size Two Beds ___ $85.00 

King Size Bed $85 .00 

"'Note: Current room tax is 10.8 125% and is subject to change. 


SPECIAL REQUESTS 

Smo king __Non·Smoking__CO Ill1 ecting Roorn__ADA Roorn__Hearing Impaired_ _ 

"'All special requests wi ll be noted bur cannot be guaranteed due to the overa ll hote l availability. 


RESER VATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY SEPTEMBER 1,2004 TO ENSURE ROOM AVAILABILITY . (After this 
date, resnvations will be based on availability at prevailing rates.) 

The discounted room rate will be extended 3 days prior and afte r the reunion . 

Date of Arr ival Time of An'lvDl Number ofNights _ _ _ _ _ 

Date o f Departure_ ____Arri ving by: Air_ _ Car_ __Train Bus___ 


Name (Please I'rint) _______________________ ______ ___ 

Address: 

C ity: S tate: ZIP:_____ _ ____ 


If guaranteed to a major credit ca rd , please give the following infonnatiOn: 


AMEX___ VISA___MC C/ l:llancc __DISCOVERY__OTHER 

Credit Card Number: ___________ Ex piration Date:___ 


Signature:______ 


Mail this form to: Hyatt Regency Albuquerque, 330 Tijeras NW, Albuquerque, NM 87 102 

Te lephone Reservation : (505) 842-1234 or (800) 233-1234 Confinnalion # _ _______ _ 

BE SURE TO ASK FOR THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION CONVENTION RATE. 

Mural from The Albuquerque Indian Pueblo Cultural Center The Herd Dance by Pablita Ve lardeby 
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24th Infantry Division 

Tour New Mexi co, Inc. is pleased to offer the foll owing ideas for day tou rs. Each of these tours incl udes transportation aboard a mode 
comfortable motorcoach and a knowledgeable , friendly tour guide who will make each tnp a wonderful fun learning experience! 

Wednesday, Sept. 22, 2004 Reminiscin' on Route 66 1PM - 5PM $15 
Price includes: Tour guide & tax. . 
THIS IS A WALKING TOUR. Historic Route 66 is located 2 blocks south of your hotel. Join our informative tour gUide for a stro ll 
into the past. We' ll see artwork , hear the history and visit historic landmarks during our walk . This tour includes a stop at an 
original Route 66 Irading post Ihal sells Indian crafts. Total walking distance is about a mile done at a leisurely, enjoyable pace. 

Thursday, Sept. 23, 2004 Intro to Albuquerque 10AM - 4PM $38 
(Route 66, downtown, Bio Park, Old Town ) 

Price includes : Transportation, tour guide , admission, Old Town map & tax. 
This afternoon we'll enjoy a narrated tour of some of the city 's highlights including Route 66 and the revitalized downtown are 
The main attraction on this tour is the Albuquerque Biological Park. The visit will include the aquarium, botanic gardens, and 0 1 

favorite - the butterfly pavilion. Afterwards we 'll visit the past at Albuquerque 's Old Town Plaza. Established along the banks 
the Rio Grande in 1706 Albuquerque has experienced many phases of history from early settlements and Indian raids, to Spani, 
government, US Military command posts, the coming of the railroad in 1880, the historic Route 66 era to modern times. (The 
will be a short amount of time on your own to experience the Plaza wi th your own interests in mind .) 

Thursday, Sept. 23, 2004 Acoma Indian Pueblo 10AM - 4PM $48 
Price includes: Transportation , tour guide , admission, lunch & tax . 
About a dozen Acoma families live on the 70·acre mesa without electrici ty or modern plumbing as their ancestors did. Here we 
follow our Acoma Indian guide as we walk through the earthen streets, past adobe homes. This vi llage is the only living World 
Heritage Sight. We will be able to enter their old adobe church and there will be opportun ities to purchase handcrafted items ane 
home baked goods on the mesa top. Wear comfortable walking shoes, the mesa top tour is roughly one-hour, slow pace, 
almost 'I. mile, and is uneven rock and sand and may be difficult walking for some. Bring a hat for shade. Photography 
is limited; camera permi ts are $10 additional at the Pueblo, no video, certain digital cameras allowed. 

Friday, Sept. 24, 2004 This is Albuquerque! 10AM - 4PM $42 
(Veteran 's Memorial & Nationa l Atomic Museum) 

Price includes : Transportation, tour guide, admission , lunch , tax . 
Our first stop is at the New Mexico Veteran's Memorial - a timeless memorial, not dedicated to one specific era and also servE 
for future members of the armed forces. This relatively new project has made tremendous progress in a short time and h, 
wonderful plans. This afternoon we'll vis it the National Atomic Museum. This museum, run by the US Department of Energy ar 
features a comprehensive look at the development of nuclear weaponry. They have a mini-th eater witch shows the documenta 
"10 Seconds That Shook The World" and , of course , they have a gift shop I The New Mexico Museum of Natural History is lOcatE 
across the street from the Atomic Museum and those interested are welcome to purchase admission if time and energy lev 
permits . Lunch is included today at a buffet that serves New Mexican foods and a wide variety of American favorites. 

Friday, Sept. 24, 2004 Experience Santa Fe! 10AM - 4PM $38 

Price includes: Transportation, tour guide, admiSSion, Santa Fe Plaza map & tax. 

A trip to New Mexico is not complete without a trip to our historic, photogenic, capital city - Santa Fe. Known for its bright cle. 

skies and high desert climate, the Santa Fe tour is a treasured memory for all visitors . Our knowledgeable guide will entertain c 

well as inform during the one hour ride . Once at the Santa Fe Plaza there will be an orientation tour of the immediate Plaza are; 

pointing out historic churches, shops, museums and restaurants . Loretto Chapel Museum is included in the tour (famous for it 

"miraculous sta ircase"). Many restaurants will be recommended and there wi ll be approx. 3 hours of free time. 

NOTE: The average elevation of Santa Fe is 7,000' above sea level. 


Saturday, Sept. 25, 2004 Sandia Indian Casino (wi th optional Tram Ride) 12:30PM - 4:30PM $30 

Price includes: Transportation , tour guide, lunch buffet & tax. 

The beautiful Sandia Indian Pueblo Casino is New Mexico's finest. It features abundant natural light , a non smoking area th
 
really IS smoke free, a large patio with bronze artwork, a large lounge (alcoholic beverages available on a cash basis) and La 

Vegas-style gaming Including penny slots. OPTIONAL TRAM RIDE $13 Sandia Mountain dominates the east-side 

Albuquerque with its 5,000' vertical rise . The 15-minute tram ride carries 55 passengers through 4 biological life zones an 

reveals deep canyons and an awe-inspiring view not soon to be forgotten . Note : Due to the elevation at the upper trar 

terminal, 10,378', individuals with heart conditions or respiratory problems should consult their doctor. Please add $13 

you would like to ride the tram after lunch at the casino. 


WALTER & PRISCILLA NEWLIN 

28 CANYON ROAD 


SANDIA P ARK. NM 87047 
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24til INFANTRY DIVISION REUNION MEALS - 2004 

FRIDA Y NIGHT PLATED DINNERS 
Garden Salad 


Mixed Greens wi th Julienne 

Zucchini , Yellow Squash , Carrots and Cherry Tomatoes 


Served with Honey Mustard Dressing 


Garlic Roasted Pork Loin Blackened Norwegian Salmon Fillet 
Served with Sauce Perigourdine with a Peach, Jicama and Chipotle Salsa 

and Garlic Mashed Potatoes and Ri ce Pilaf 
Fresh Seasonal Vegetables Fresh Seasonal Vegetables 
Freshly Baked Rolls and Butter Freshly Baked Rolls and Butter 
Iced Tea, Freshly Brewed Starbucks Iced Tea, Freshly Brewed S tarbucks 
CotTee, Decaffe inated Coffee, Coffee, Decaffe inated Coffee, 

and Intem atjona l Hot Teas and lntemational Hot Teas 
$29.00 inclusive of Tax & Gratuity $35.00 Inclusive or Tax & Gratuity 

Turtle Cheesecake Wi th a Fudge Swirl and Caramel Topping 

SATURDAY MORNING TRADITIONAL PLATED BREAKFAST 
Fresh Orange Juice 


Fluffy Scrambl ed Eggs 

Served with Crisp Bacon Strips, 


Breakfast Potatoes, and Choice of Red or Green Ch ile Salsa (both served on the side) 

Bakery Basket served with Fresh Fruit Preserves, Honey and Butter 


Freshly Brewed Starbucks Coffee, Decaffeinated Coffee and [ntemationa l Hot Teas 

$18.00 Inclusive of Ta, & Gratuity 


SATURDAY NIGHT PLATED DINNERS 
Regency Sa lad 


Seasonal Greens Topped with 

Mandarin Oranges and Almonds 


Served with Cabemet Vinaigrette Dressing 


Ch icken Roma C la~s ic Filet M ignon 
With Artichoke Hearts, Pine Nuts Seared with Crus hed Black Peppcr 

and Meditenanea n Seasonings served with a Creamy Peppercorn Sauce 
With Wild Rice with Twice Baked Potato 
Fres h Seasonal Vegetab les Fresh Seasonal Vegetab les 
Fresh ly Baked Roll s and Butter Freshly Baked Ro lls and Butter 
Iced Tea, Freshly Brewed Starbucks Iced Tea , Freshly Brewed Starbucks 
Coffee, Decaffein ated Coffee, Coffee, Decaffe inated Coffee, 

and International Hot Teas and Intemationa l Hot Teas 
$31.00 Inc1usiveofTax & Gratuity $39.00 Inclusive of Tax & Gratuity 

Chocolate Raspbeny Rumb le 
Ripe Raspberries and Creamy Truffle Cheesecake, 


With Crunchy Chocolate Crust, 

Whipped Cream, And White Chocolate Shavings 


CASH BAR PRICING 
Call Drinks 
Premium Drinks 
!mpOIted Beer 
Domestic Beer 
House Wines 
Mineral W<:lters 
Soft Drinks 

$4.75 
$5 .25 
$3.50 
$3.25 
$4.50 
$275 
$2.00 
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- -- - - ------ - - - - --- - ------ - ------ - --- - -- -- -- - --- - -- - --- - - - ---- - - ------ - ------ - -

IMPORTANT! 

PLEASE READ AND FOLLOW INSTRUCRlONS 


*YOU MUST MAIL YOUR CHECKS ALONG WITH YOUR REGISTRA nON TO THE FOLLOW ING: 

"'H otel Reservation Mail to Hyatt Regency Albuquerque 
"'Registration , Meal & Tour Form Mail to Reunion Chairperson 

=== = == == = = =~= = ==== === == = = = = == == == = = = ==== == = == = = = = ==== == = ===== = 

REUNION BANQUET SEATING 
IF YOU HAVE A GROUP OF FRIENDS WHO WISH TO BE SEATED TOGETHER, 

GET TOGETHER AND PAY TOGETHER 
Send your Registrati on Fonns in one packet (envelope). Only J0 people can be seated at each table. Reserve one !able, two 
tables or as many as needed to accommodate your group. Designate one person and send in your registration fonns a long 
with the appropriate amount of money, by check or money order to whoever is designated . That person will put it all together 
in one en ve lope and forward it on to the Reun ion Chaimlan who willihen complete the paperwork and notify each person by 
receipt. A packet In your name will be waiting for you at the pre-registration desk ~t the reunion. Tabl es will be ass igned in 
order of receipt so start your planni ng early and get yo ur reserva tion and regi strations in as early as poss ible. 

*A.ny table seat ing arrangeJnents received aOer September 7, 2004 will not be guaranteed searing ass ignments . 

ONCE TABLES ARE ASSIGNED THEY WILL NOT BE REARRANGED. 

THE CUT-OFF DATE IS SEPTEMBER 7, 2004, 

There will be no refunds or seating changes after that date except in cases of 
emergencIes, 

NOTICE: 

Taro Leafers; 

Below is a press release pertaining to our reunion in Albuquerque, NM , Regardless of whether or 
not you plan to attend, please cut this out and mail to your local newspaper for publication in either 
their military section Or " Letters to the Editor" section, I would be nice if we can blanket the 
country with this announcement and let all former 24th Infantry Division members know there is an 
active association in existence, 

In 2003 Jim Cooper sent the Tucson Announcement to fifteen newspapers, We gained a few 
members from his efforts, Now, if each of us would do the same thing, we could cover the 50 
States , Jim used Email at no expense to him, however; regular mail would have been about $5,25 , 
Please let me know who has been contacted, 

Somebody else is not gOing to do it, so YOU do it please I 

For immediate release. 

On September 22 25 2004, the 24th Infantry Division Association will hold its Annual Reunion 
honOring the Veterans of the Division, All former and current members of the 24th Infantry Division 
or members of any unrt that has been aSSigned Or attached to the Divi sion at any time are 
welcome, The reunion will be held at the Hyatt Regency AlbuguerQl.!e Hotel. 330 Tijeras NW, 
Albuquerque , NM 8710 2, For further information contact: Association PreSident & Reunion 
Coordinator Wes Morrison, Telephone # 831-883-2 156, Emai l : wesm8@aol.com, or Reunion 
Chairman Walter J, Newlin, Telephone # 505-28 1- 5149, E- mail Address : pnewlin@aaahawk,com or 
Vlce-Presrdent Don Lloyd, Telephone (905) 965-3231. 
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TOUR AND MEAL REGISTRATION 


Activity & Date 
Wednesday, Se~ 22 
I. Reminiscin' on Rte 66 
Thursdav, Se~ 23 
1. Intra to Abq-IO AM - 4 PM 
2. Acoma Pueblo-IO AM - 4 PM 

Friday, Se~ 24 
I. T hi s is Abq lOAM - 4 PM 
2. Exp Santa Fe 10 AM - 4 PM 
Socia l Hour 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM 
Aloha Banquet 6:30 PM - II PM 

Garlic Roasted Pork Loin @ 

Blacken salmon Fillet @ 


Saturday, Se~ 25 
Ladies Breakfast 9 AM .- 12 AM 
Unit Memorial Breakfast 8 AM - 10 AM 
I. Sandia Casino 12:30 PM - 4:30 PM 
Social Hour 5: 30 PM - 6:30 PM 
Memoria l Banquet 6:30 PM -- II PM 
Chicken Roma @ 

Classic Fi let Mignon @ 


'Registration Fee 

TOTAL: 

Per Person 

$ 15.00 

$38.00 
$48.00 

$42.00 
$38.00 

$29.00 
$35.00 

$18.00 
$18.00 
$30.00 

$3 1.00 
$3900 

# Attending Amount 

X $ 

X $ 

X $ 

X $ 

X $ 

X $ 

X $ 

X $ 
X $ 

;X $ 

;X $ 
X $ 

$ 1500 

$ 

"Spouse and Guest do not pav a registration fee. All Association members, former aud current 
Division l\1elnbers must pay. 

Remember those who pay together stay together 

Make checks payable to: 24'" II/fal/try Division Association 

Mail checks to: Walter C. Newlil/, 28 Canyon Road, Sandia Park, NM 87047-9334 
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ATTENTiON 
ALL UNITS 

There is a change in the procedure for th e Unit Memori al Breakfast. Starting 
with thi s reunion and all future reunions , the Memorial Brea kfast will be treated 
as another Association event. Your annual breakfast will be held Samrday, 
Septe mber 25 , 2004, 8:00 AM at the Hya tt Regency Albuquerque, Al buquerque, 
NM. The Uni t Mess Hall locat ion for each unit will be posted at tbe registrati on 
table. Tbe cost for eac h breakfast is $18 .00. Since the Association' s Annual 
Mee ting follows at 10:00 AM, it is requested that attendees at the Memorial 
Brea kfasts be punctual so we may conduct our busi ness, eat our brea kfast and 
adjounl to the Assoc iati on Meeting at 10:00 AM. 

ft.lake checks payable 10: 24''' Infantry Division AS.fOocialiol1 

Mail checks to: Walter C. Newlin, 28 Canyon Road, Sandia Park, N.M 87047-9334 

UNIT MEMORJAL BREAKFAST REGISTRATION FORM 

NAME: 

STREET 

CITY STATE ZIP : 

UNIT BREAKFAST TO 
ATTEND______________________________ 

H eadcount 


3'd E ng ineer Battali on Dan Ri ckert 


19'h Infantry/29 Infa ntry Jam es F. Hill 


2 1 $I Infantry Nonna n Wolak 


34'h lnfantly William J. M cKenna 
Ell sworth "Dutch" Nelsen 

Unit Mess Hall 

All A rtillety Un its 

Members of units not li sted above may, if th ey desire, sign up for a breakfast 
with wh atever unit they feel comfo rtable with. 

No one, NO ONE, will be allowed into the Mess Ha ll with O\Jt the proper 
identification showing they had paid for the Breakfast. Headcounts JUay at their 
discret ion, accept payment at the door but must list each payee for 
accoun tabil ity. 

Send Ihis form aJong with yOllr Association Registration Meal & Tour form . 

LADIES BREAKFAST 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2003 AT 9 AM 

BE SURE TO SIGN UP FOR THE LA DlES BR EAKFAST - YOU DON'T WANT TO 
MI SS IT . IT WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE SAME TIM E THE UNIT BR EA KFASTS 
AND THE 24TH INFANTRY DI VISION ASSOCIATION GENERA L MEETING 
TAKES PLACE. 

T RADlTIONAL PLATE D B REAKFAST 

Fresh O range Jui ce 

Fluffy Scrambled Eggs 


Served with Cri sp Bacon Strips 

Breakfas t Potatoes, and C ho ice of Red or Green Chil e Sal sa 


(both served on the side) 

Bakery Basket served with 


Fresh Fruit Preserves, Honey and Butter 

Freshl y Brewed Starbucks Coffee, Decaffeina ted Coffee 


And Internation al Hot Teas 


Make checks payable to: 24'h Infantry Divis ion Association 


Ma il checks to : W alter C. Newlin , 28 Canyon Road , Sandia Park, NM 
87047-9334 

LADlES BREAKFAST 


NAME_____________________________________ 


STREET____________________________ ___ 

CITY AN D Z IP 
CODE______________________________ __ 

COST $ 18.00 

NU MBE R ATTENDING AMOUNT ENCLO SED ____ 


Send this form along with vonr Association Registration Meal & TonI" Form 
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Dear 2"0. Infoolry Di vision A5soc1at iol'l Memh..:rs 

l-arm~r prc~lIdc!lllames. I· . Ifill wrole on I i Oc.tubcr 2000 thai I , t,!fi.lii (IlICoro..=: tttipiCS1t~ of th.: 
asSOCllllioo'1i s.s00.00 JiChol.r:u-shlP t./IJI~ wed:.eud. on I May, I gmdUitoo wlit! a lJ"u:hc:}.or fir S...-It:IlCe 
Jegreoco {ront, onhwdt MISIIOW'i Stale Uni..,efSlty In Mlllyvdk. M '~I ;. lld.. week. I ttCt!cpl.al n 
l)Odlr1ltNI .tl<: II pflh~y Dnal,.... fOf" M ~"lJi GOvefTlOC Bob Holden. 

My 11!1'lC III' • 'onh""~t "..... I I».llIncc hclwlX'fl !U.rJ(tCnl go\etn(f1alJ 1e&d~lp .nd aQdamc.s.. \1 ) 
ptllfesS('lt'S' hdped. en:;ue IlD IlPPrnpriat~ ba.lllOcC betwocn t.he two vital clemC'nts for U suceaisful 
experience. As Q. student leader I took novlUllnge nf opportunities thaI whanccd m) o\rcral1 
experience hy wUrk in, will, UnivcnilY and hjghCl'" c:<I'ucation leaders across Mi!>:;ouri As a 
>,lUnG ~OO'1lt 01)' primlllj' focus was On Icm:ning. My adVlS(l rs and I1lcntors shnrOO !heir woon," 
and tllughl tmporttlnl h:S90tLl/;. 

Ag.ltn. t1umk -ou for your finnudal io during rnY Wldcrgnlduutc ~recr JI "lo rthwcsl 
The Journey. !lot the eDrl tcsull of reociVl n.g my dCW'.:e, \ \ !1..'5 the most valllAble ns..~ game.:! 
during m)' undcrgradulile L,:itI"Ct:f. My grand f:.lme:r. lohn C. 111om....., a 24'h In funlr), 0 ;\ ision 
~'"OCi bt ion mcollcr "., U5 wnOll& family present during my commetK:ert\tmt cx.o cise. 

s~Y~~00 

Hear Ve! Hear Ve! 

Our v i ~ i t. (m y ""i fe and D. to Vo,ia:::; h ingtoll . D.C. to 

beco me part of t he WV/Il rvle monal Dc uit.:miofl wa :::. a never 

to be fo rgot len eve nl. Our se a ts and an"ommndu lions. 
thank s to Wes Morri ~on . wer e exce l lent and the v,'e,Ll her on 
Satu rday. the ded ic ation day, wa s pe rfe c!.. Find ing other 
24(h(T S was diffi c ult. Eventually I did meet An gelo 

\ [ont:H.:iione. a foxho le buddy. and bumped into Ed Farmer 
ali t! sevl'ra l others. During my seven d8Y Sl .:lY, a lo t of 
patriotism ~nd emorion was d)spla yed by all rank s. 
including ve l e rC1ns, the ir f[101ilie s. a nd the ge ne ral public . I 
received many han dshakes and T hank-Yuu' s from people I 
did no t know. 1' 111 Sure that ot her veterans WE'r e lrr' ~tted 

similarly. A ppar ently we ""'ere noL fo r g u".!. '.:': H. zlI1d l hat was 
much (l ppn ·'c ,la ted. 

Er ic Diller 

ATTENT ION 
Mark ),Otlr ca lendars ror the second Saturd~y! 

As you lTIay already kn ow, il is a s in for a Ta li ban ma le to see 
any woman other tha n his Wife naked. and Ihat he must commit suic ide 
If he does . So on th e second Sawrda y al 4 p.m. eastern ti me all 
Amencan women are asked to walk Qut o f their houses complete ly 
naked to he lp weed out a ny nc ighborho od lerrO/i sts . Circling your 
block for onc hour IS recommcnded for thi s a ntJ·tetTori ~t effort. 

All men a re to poSItion themsel ves In lawn c ha irs In front o f their 
bOllse to prove they nre not Taliban, and to demonstrate that they think 
tis okay \0 see nude women olher than the n wife aud to show supp0l1 
fo r all Amen can women. 

And since the Taliban a lso does 1101 approve of a lcohol, a co ld 0­
pack at yOllr side is furlher proof of your an ti-T<lliban sentiment. For 
good measure, have va rious pork produc t" c ooking on your B BQ grill . 

The Ame rica n gove rnmen t appreciates your dTorts to rool oul 
(etTo ri sts and a ppla ud s yOUI" panicipatlOn in Ihts anlt-lelTorist ac ti vity. 

God bless A merica! 

1"I~y 3, 2004 

I met Charles C. Robinson at the Memorial 
Dedication. He knew nothing about our 24th 
I.D .A. Please send him a T.L. copy. He's anxious 

to join AND come to the Albuquerque reunion. 

Thanks, 

Eric Diller 


Thanks Eric, J sent the Ta ro Leaf. Hope to See 
Charles 's name on our New Member List. ~Editor 

J(fmes . As-soc 

Memorlv/ Dedication ill WmhiNglon. DC 


JlUlIOn M. ThoIl1~ 

15tH6 Northell.S1 174"' St. 
Holt, MO 6-1048 
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Hear Yel Hear Yel (Con'.) 

Note F OIn tlte Editor: [ received a message on my 
answering machine to ca/l J\1urphy in Boston. I d id but 
your line was disconnected. Please call again wilh your 
new number. 
-Billy 

I am a life member of241h Division Assl1 ., jo ined the 19th 
Infantry on the is land of Lati e then Midanow then Japan I 
was wondering if there is a book o f the hi story of 24TH 
Division I was discharged with the rank of s taff sergeant. I 
was in anti tank company. I a m 89 years old now have 
many health probl ems A.L.S . arthriti s and of course foot 
problems. Am in a nurs ing home and have a lot of time to 
read . Included is a picture of the staff of anti tank 
comp any would you see that it gets into the 24th magazine 
would like to know if any of them are li vi ng the ir last 
names are on the back of the pi cture .. 

My best regards to you Stan . 

Herm.an C.Ha rtlOan 
Un ited C hristan Home 
520 N.Route 934 
Annville PA 17003-9039 

Herman, "Children (i/Testerdoy " and "24th fnJantlY 
Division - The Victory Division ". f think they are out ol 
prinl 

- Billy 

ThanKs- for all YO:.<(' k'",d wo"d.r 

a .f.-I-e,.. i-hc. de",+-~ 0+ ffII~ Vc..<1. 

P/~c< Se. <c.ep-r +hAs Iz..u d0f'I" f, onQ 

+0 f-ht. 4sroua.!-.0f') . 1+ Ca. m-<1 

iro",., G1<>>1 HOo"l1ens of. ,J"bf'<>' kQ.. 

v,,) H. Q. uJ' -1-1, 1m 'I 

dad Ph'/'fpmo "'"0 J~f"o"' . 

rGtI. AGOOD 1I..t' 
fAIL ).Je@ok 

ATTENTION: 

3rd ENGINEERS COMBAT BATTATION 


2004 REUNION 

19, 20 & 21 Septe mber 2004, Albuquerq ue, NM. 

Con tact Don & Dorothy Lloyd at any of the fo tlowing: 


6804 OCCidental, Yakima, WA 98903 

(509) 965-3231 or dotanddon@nwinfo.net 


Registration forms to be sent to yo u after contact . 

Rese rvations are to be made directty to the Hotel at 

(505) 885-8723 

Hope To See You There'!! 


My Old Box of Memo ries Scholarship 
For the fifth yea r ill 8 ro w Wi lli am " Bill" Alle n , Ex­
Pr isoner of War Korea, has given $1,000 scholarsh ips 
frolll the s al e o f his book My Old Box o f Memories , 
Pic tured is thi s years winner Joel Lombardi. Bill plans 
to give s cholarships throug h the yea r 2006. If a nyone 
is illtel'ested in The Book ca n cont act Bill at 

421 4th Ave N, 

Ti e rra Ve rde FI. :l37 15 


Vv'all e n20)tclillpabay.rr.com 


Book is so ld on donation ba sis all money goes [or 
s c ho lars hips 

Cost of the boo k is $13.00 + $2.00 postage 

At our Korean Wa r Veteran meeting On Saturday several 
of the 24 '" guys sa id they enjoyed my letter to AJ1 illery 
John son abou t the honor of the scars. I had doubts about 
you pri nting it, but it see illS to be a hit. Again, "you done 
good." 

- Dutch 

- (HC'or Y(' - Hear Ye COnlinued On Page 29) 
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H ARRY L 
TMAN JR 

(Ill 
H~ ,a.M .... ., 

KOHlI. 
OC 1 'i .911 
M~R I 1QO" 

U ~M I "I 
;' Ht'!'IIOlt. , 1.\ 1 
lH.. 11 ,nATION 

JI1:l1tl:,snnll1l1 Exhibit and Sword can befound in the 34th Re f' iI11 e ,n/ 

Photos Suvl/J//led By - Jrlck 8aker, 34(h 
Sword el1larged/or bell!:!!" viewing . 
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Held 18 April 2004 in Loughlin, NV 

Hi, 

Photos of West 
Coast Reunion in 
Laughlin. As you can 
see it was first class all 
the way. The Ramada 
Express was velY 
happy we shall be 
back next year. 

Bev thinks the 
dinner was one of the 
best we have ever had 

Dan 

Joe & Virginia Hel'edlill 10 the righl o/Oal1e Murray. 

"This will give you a /illie idea about the big dinner. Wine on the fables red, wMle & bluc. " 

"A grea' group and fhal Color Guard is the best. All puratroopers. " 
RIo L 
.lack Calderon (24th, j lh) , Tony Sandoval, Pat Lopes, Fernie 

A rel'"'o 
p/tv/o.\ & Commenls Submilfed By - Dan Rickert, 3,.d ENG 
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Photo ifnd Cvmmen/an Submitreci by - 'Dutch" Nelsen. 13th/19th 

Backbone of the Artillery in three Viars and ve ry likely the finest Al,tili e ry Piece to e ver come 
down that Dus ty T rail. Ho w many young Red Legs have c ut their tee th on thi s on e - - how man y 
"Se cond Looies" s tudied he r until e very nut , bolt and strut was etched into the ir minds forever? Bac k 
in the 50' s the men of one Battery mounted a Jeep rea r seat on the trails , a nd o n hi s We dding Day 
the y hauled their "BC" and hi s young Bride around the City of Bad Nauheim. But in its re lentless 
march Time moves on. and both that "BC" and hi s beloved Gun are now but Eelic s of da ys tha t are, 
sad ly. forever gone . 

Fronl Ruw - L to R - Tony Apodaca, Dutch Nelsen, Ke;/h Hagen Back Row - L 10 R - Jes us Satl£'hez, Dall 
Rickert 

Photo Above Sl.Ibm/lled By - Dan Rickert. ]'" ENG 
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Ed Former w;th his daughter, Sue at WWl! Memorwl 
Dedication il1 WashinglOll DC 
Ed writes ~ "Earlier that morning CarO~l'll, Sue and J Iwd breakfast 
II/ the Sec ofArmJ' Mess Special. 

Ed Farmer writes - "The Chinese Delegalion {rom Taiwan 
pinning" Medal on me and thanking me for helping to gel Ihe 
Japanese out ofCh1l1a. The Japanese withdrew se veral division 
oul oj China to fight /./s in Leyfe. A Iso gave my slory to the 
Naliona/ Archives. " 

L 10 R - Angelo Montagliol1e, G Co. 34'h & Eric Dmer. H Co. 341h 
At The WWIf Memorw{ Dedicaliol1 ill Washington. DC. May 29. 2004 
Photo Submifl ed By - Eric: Diller, 341h 
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9~ ?~ /iddd 1M ~~ 7a4e «P ~~~ 1M {«-: 
'Betwell4l t4e ~de4. _ __• 7~ 'ffU'-. ~5ai~'H9 ~ epe ~ 
7w III4d ~ p/.4ce: euui m t4e ~ 7k tMc4: k ~ to. Mtd it ~. 
7k ~. 4tdt ~~~. Ibf '7,~~~~@~. die 

SC4Ila ~~ t4e ~~. 'Ule ak:dt UfJt~. ~~ 
'Ule. 4Ife t4e Vead. S~~~ 9'UUt.< m "?~~. 
'Ule twd. !dt da",~. d<Uc< dUHdet ~• 

.4~ euui wefUl. t-ed. euui _ epe tie 
Poppies have been 'he Imeliliol/o/ {Jolvers o(remembr(l/1ce/or jal/ell 
soldjers 51111.:(-' World W{/r I.'7H ,,?ta.utetr4 I«'dd. 

.~ rd ,- "Engineers 21 t Infantry Regiment 
Frank Bamcs 19th Infantrv Regiment Philip S. Day 
Arnie Berge Clean C. Eckler Homer E. Daily 

Glen Colegate Edward D Fitzgerald Carl L. Doran 
Joseph "Shorty" Conoyer Jr. Floyd Samuel "G ib" Gibson Richard L. (Dick) Hubbard 

Owen Lewis Walter E. O'Neill William H. Lambert 
W.W. Shortsleeve Ron Pyle Gus OtT 


Dean Strellner Leon Selonke 
Wayne E. Smith 

Wayne F. Wright Sr. Smith, BG Charles B. 


24th Oiv HO 34111 Infantn Regiment 
Marvin L. Pfleiderer O'Connell Patrick D. 

Zenon Rybel Robert S. Pcre 
Eric Weber Dana G. Wallace 

241h ign:!1 
Glenn E. Behrends52nd Field Artiller\ 24th Medical 

Edward E. Dishman
Paul Fraser Frank Lopez 

Leroy M. Northrop 


Btl! Field Anilll!n 

5th Regimental Combat Team "Honest" John Finley .lr. 


Colonel James T. Root Charles L. Hamer Jr. 

Edward Stanik 


11 tb Field Artillery 
John H. Hargreaves 
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3rd "C" Enl!in er' 

Frank Barnes died on lune 20, 1999 

Arnie Berge died on September 26,2000 

Glen Colcgate passed away October 7, 2003. Glen was with "B" Co from 1945 - 1946 and was a S/Sgt. 

Joseph "Shorty" Conover Jr. (82) WWIl died on June 7, 2004. 
Cards may be sent to: 912 N Main St., O'Fallon, MO 63366-1746 

Owen Lewis passed away lanuary 25, 1998 

W.W. Shortsleeve died on January 15, 1989 

Dean Strellner passed away December 13 , 2003 

Wayne F. Wright Sr. passed away FebIUary 19,2004 
Cards may be sent to: 525 Olive Place, Woodbridge, NJ 07095-3415 

=-th Regimental Combat Team 

Colonel James T. Root died on May 7, 2004 at age 80. He was a West Point graduate, 
class of '45. He was an infantly combat veteran of the Korean War (5 th RCT) and the 
Vietnam War (lst Cav Div. , Air Assault). Col. Root was awarded 2 CIB's, the Silver 
Star, # Legions of Merit, the Bronze Star, 8 Air Medals, the Purple Heart, 2 Army 
Cllmmendation Medals, the Vietnam Gallantly Cross, and 3 Presidenti al Unit Citations 
From the Presidents of The United States, Korea and Vietnam. 

Edward Stanik passed away September 5, 2003 

I tb Jiield Arlillen 

John H. Hargreaves passed away March 20, 2004 

1311
, kid Artill~rv 

"Honest" John Finley Jr. died on April 17, 2004 
Cards may be sent to: 9422 Sea Brighy Avenue, Elberta, AL 36530-5014 

Charles L. Hamer Jr. passed away FebIUaly 19,2003 

19th Infantrv Regiment 

Homer E. Daily died on May 14, 2003 

Carl L. Doran died on October 5 2003. Carl was a POW from 1114/50 to 8/ 12/53 
Cards may be ent to: 345J 8 99th Avenue Court S., Roy, WA 98580-9287 

Richard L. (Dick) Hubbard passed away lune 3, 2004 
Dick was Memhership Chairman for the 24th IDA and contributed many hours to this important office. Dick 
'" ill be mC'sed by all of our members 
Cards may be sent to: 5524 Chateau Lane W., Bradenton, FL 34207-3706 

William H. Lambert, WWIl, died on June 5, 2004 
Cards may be sent to: 270 S W 3rd Street, Boca Raton, FL 33432 
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19th Infantry Regiment (Glllt,) 

Gus Orr was buried at Fort Sam Houston cemetery May 3, 2004. A 1948 graduate of Texas A&M , he came to 
the 24th ID in Beppu, Japan as a 2nd LT. Gus went to Korea with the 19th on July 16, 1950, where hc earned a 
Silver Star and a Purple Heart. He retired as a LTC. Gus was a loya l association member who will surely be 
missed at our annual reunions, 
Cards may be sent to: 410 S. II th, Carrizo Springs , TX 78834 

Wayne E. Smith 

21st Infantrv Regiment 

Philip S. Day died on December 6. 2003 
Cards may be scnt to : 327 Cascade Road, Columbus, GA 31 904-2811 

Cleon C. Eckler passed away in March 2004, Note from Keith Hagen. "He walked point numerous times for 
"/" Co. lsi p latoon lind was one oJthe six menil11et at our reunion that I had served with in Korea. " 
Cards may be sent to: 570 Blackbird Landing Rd ., Townsend, DE 19734-91 38 

Edward D Fitzgerald passed away January 19, 2004 

Cards: 523 Osceola Avenue. Deer Park, NY 11 729-2413 


Flovd Samuel "Gib" Gibson died on April 29 , 2004 

Col. Gibson, a Veteran of WWll, was one of the few who survived the Battle of the Bulge. He was CO of "I" 

Co. during the Korean War and a military adviser in the Vietnam War. 


James A. Land passed away October II 2003 


Walter E. O'Neill died on June 17, 2004 

Cards may be sent to : 3905 Cutting Horse Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89030 


Ron Pvle passed away June 25, 2004 

Cards may be seot to; P.O. Box 849, Altaville, CA 95221-0S49 


Leon Selonke passed away June 1, 2003, Leon died in the house where he was born almost 74 years ago, and 

where he li vcd with his wife Florence . June II th would have been their 49th Wedding Anniversary. 

Ca rds may be sent to: W 1869 Hwy, 8, Hawkins, WI 54530-9704 


BG Charles B. Smith died 0 11 May 23, 2004 

General Smitb headed the first American ground forces to fight to delay the attacking North Koreans in June 

1950. This group was later known as Task Force Smith 

No orher information is available at this lime. 
Cards may be sent to: 8354 E. Via De Los Libros, Scottsdale, AZ 85258-3202 

24th Di" HO 
Marvin L. Pfleiderer passed away February 9, 2004 

Zenon Rybel died on June 13 , 2004 in Corvallis, OR at the age 01'92. Zenon entered basie in ' 42 , followed by 
Coast Guard OCS and duty with an AANAW unit. When the unit was deploying to England , Zenon recei ved 
classified orders for MI training at Camp Ritchie, MD. He left there as part or Photo Interpretation Team 114 to 
join the 24'h ID HQ in New Guinea in the summer of '44, participati ng in campaigns on Leyte, Mindanao, and 
Mindanao. Zenon served with the 324th in the postwar occupation of Japan under the direct command of Col. 
Kenwood Ross. 
Cards may be sent to : 23541 Greasy Creek Rd , Philomath, OR 97370-959 1 

Eric Weber died on March 2 I, 2004 
Cards may be sent to: 111931 " Avenue, Be llwood, IL 60 I 04-2449 
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24tll MedicaJ 

Frank Lopez passed away May 25, 2003 

Glenn E. Behrends passed away February 3, 2003 
Cards may be sent to: 306 E 5th Street #3, Monticello, IA 5231 0-1237 

Edw a rd E. Dishman died on April 29, 2003 

Leroy M. Northrop 

34th Infantry Regiment 

O'Connell Patrick D. Passed away June 25, 2004 
Cards may be sent to: 7 127 N 79th Street, Scottsdale, AZ 85258-4 135 

Robert S. Pere died at 85 years on April 2004. He was a WWIl Veteran 
Cards may be sent to: 4228 Thyme Avenue, Las Vegas, NV 89 110-453 5 

Dana G. Wallace passed away Oct 27, 2003 

S2nd Field ArtiUen 

Paul Fraser 

It is the VETERAN, not the preacher, 
Who has given us freedom of religion . 

It is the VETERAN, not the reporter, 
Who has given us freedom of the press. 

It is the VETERAN , not the poet, 

Who has given us freedom of speech. 


It is the VETERAN, not the campus organizer, 
Who has given us freedom to assemble . 

It is the VETERAN, not the lawyer, 

Who has given us the right to a fair trial. 


It is the VETERAN, not the politician, 

Who has given us the right to vote. 


It is the VETERAN, 
Who salutes the Flag, 

It is the veteran, 

Who serves under the Flag, 


ETERNAL REST GRANT THEM a LORD, 
AND LET PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE UPON THEM. 

- Author Unknown 

"I( is /he VETERAN" was submilfed by.lim & Slie Hill 
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Hear Ye! Hear Ye! (CO"I.) 

It was a great pleasure talking to you today in 
re gards to the Clippings of the Stars & Stripes 
which were published on July , Au gust and Dec of 
1950. The picture I none of the clippings came out 
on or about the fi rst week of August 1950 and 
there were five so ld iers. The one with a towel, 
Cig, and rifle in had that person is m e {Jose Luis 
Munoz} They misspelled my last name Menoz, 
instead of Munoz . 

I was in H Co. 19th Regt 24th Inf. Div . I got to 
the 19th since early 1949 and left for Korea on the 
4th of July 1950. We were stationed in Champ 
Chickamagua, Beppu, Kyushu , Japan . We 
participated all the way from the Pusan Perimeter, 
and North to the Yalu River and back to the 38th 
Parallel. 

Sir I do have the Regimental yearbook of the 
19th, which was published in Septem ber 1949. 
Anyone t hat got to the 19th after Sept 1949 will 
not be in the yearb ook. I know there are still 
some G. I. 's left from the 19th and I would be 
proud to furnish them with a copy of their 
Com pan y at no cost. I am sure that there are 
G.I .'s that were replacements to the 19th in Korea 
and by seeing the Company photo, maybe they 
will recognize so me old buddies. 

Yours trul y, 

Jose Luis Munoz 

9011 Lad y D i Loop 

La redo, TX 78045-8043 


yo 	 es e. 

I apprec iated th e conte nt you chose for the Spring 2004 

issue more than any Taro Leflf Ihat J have received sin ce joining 
the association a couple of ye<lfS ago. 

I served as Capt. Med ical Corps and was BN Surgeon for 
61h Tank BN in Korea Jan 1951 - August 195 1 when I was 
transfen"ed back to the Occupat ion of Japan . 

I particu lar ly liked: 

1. 	 Lener from Gen Bryan on Commending the Engineers 
(Gen Bryan was our Gen at that ti me and I realized he 
was a superb offi ce r. 

2. 	 Honoring The Falien Quietly by Evans 

3. 	 The Leiter 10 you from Lt. Gon (ReI.) RownYil I (at 
least a " 3 star" letter - my commenr -.N) 

Besl Wishes, 

H i, 

The las t ti me 1 w rote to YO LI and sent some computer 
copies from Korea you said you couldn't lise them 
because they were too p oor. So I've been thi llking m y 
kinds wou ldn' t care for the m so I made coples of them 
jus t in case they decided to keep th em 

I can' t p ut names on some of (the) places because I 
didn' t know where we were half the time. T kn ow one 
thing. I learned il new expression or term - Called Bug 
Ou t - Real fast when we were overr un - a nybody ..." ho 
said they weren't scared is a liar or crazy - and now I'm 
getting il long in years, My w ife of 53 yea rs has pilst aWily. 
All I've got Jeft is Frost bitten but arth ritis bild me mories 

In close nl)' dues & donation 

Ed Bouza", 19th INF. 

Note: Ed's photo~ Cfll1 be seen in the 19t17 Reg. Section of this 
edilion of Ihe Ta ro Leaf 
- Billv -

1 10" V"IT pl""I111"" th.t ~"Il _"", ft ·. Ie ft....Y U<,)l. _nl! 

l lh rhn ' U. In I h" ~p l·ln" ='O~h T ro L.... t. 
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IItJII ClItI,htlt." Itl. _furll .. lilt I b, lo llr Cl)ll"." , TItllln k.. 
.'l1i hi_ flltn1y II I" hack t I';e,.....ny w'th w f1Jtlh~ t ,Iephy..,wt 
10 Afsanl.tAn . S... lr \: tl1 ... .til Ul' and 111)." .r.Qtl.nn ."In" 
fl)t:' Me 11m! thll' l aro 1- ... t tHII'd I'l'f .ptf'lf. 

h It P.Ult,. til,> f fll ,1blMoln IhrH .ddu lun_' t'Opl.' Jor II\' 

flU"" .-nd .,.and kid.' I f nothlna c hfl " ""'111 .kd" ,Moll! 
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aN'''''' hit. ~I ,r ro•• lbl e, 
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h ...llnJII lr<1u Olt f .. 101 r c'nar.",. "r" hll'(f'. 


J , . 

Association Members . There is a si te for all 24th ID 
members to pass messages back and forth . There is no 
religion , political or vulgarism allowed on this site. Individuals 
who subscribe receive postings from other members of the 
group. Most of the postings are informational , but 
occasionally there is a joke or something of interes t to 
veterans or retirees. Occasionally the re is also a posting 
from a member in Iraq th at lets us know what is happening 
there. Subscription tS free . To sign up for th is e-group just 
send a request to: subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

WesNat Smith ... -29 
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Hear Ye, Hear Ye (Cont) 

Thank you for yo ur reply, and I appreciate any mention you gi ve us in {he Taro Leaf. I'd be happy to 
donate a sterlmg silve r ring for your drawing. We do this with a few other ve terans groups. We'd send 
YOLI a gift card with a photo of the ring, along wi th a ring sizer, so the winner could contact us to make 
the ring in his s ize. If you'll send nle a reminder as we get closer to rhe reunion I'll take care of this . 

There's infOlmation on our 24th lD ring on this page of our website: 
hup:!IwW\¥.classicr jngs .com/Army/ar59. htm 

Sillcerely, 
Mitchell Lang 

Men's Model Women's Mode l 
S terling s ilver $147 $ 117 

Incredible detail Balanced to prevent lurning St erling s ilver slwnk with 14K gold top $22 7 $207 
CasI solid for long wear Low profile: 'Won' t catch on clothing 10K yel lc", gold $397 $297 
Solid back for comfort Superior work.ma nship 14 K yellow gold $497 $307 
Substantial wei gh t Guaramecd fit 14K while gold shank with ye llow go ld rop $497 $.167 

18K ye llow gold $697 $527 
60 day money-back gUflranlee and life lime wammty Dia mo nd option $395 addItional 

Available wirh men'.~ go ld ring.s only (inclllding while(ve/{mv gold) 

Final Version of Plaque Commemorating the War in the Pacific 

and the Contributions of the 24th Infantry Division 


24th INFANTRY DIVISION 

"The Victory D ivision - Fir t to Fight" 

Joptln September 2, 1945 
Mindallllo 

LUZOn 

NB5ugbu 
Samar 
Corregtdor 
Botaan 
Lubang 
Romblon 
Simam 
Verde 
Mindoro 

Lcytc 
Bi.k 

Mruliln 

ZigZ4g Pus 
Subic Bay 

K.i A. 1j 353 
W.I..... 4.871 

M3rinduguc PnnO.1 

Hollundia 
N"" OuinCII 

Goodenough 
Pe.rl Harbor December 7. 194 1 

The Battle Road 

To 


Victory! 


-
SutuSeD 
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T l1e Plaque will be displayed at 
the National Museum of the 
Pacific War 
340 East Main Street 
Fredericksburg, TX 78624 
Main Phone: (830) 997-4379 
Fax: (830) 997-8220 

This Plaque was made possible 
by th e generous donations of the 
24th Infa ntry Di vision 
Association Members. 

The Plaque Dedication to be 
28 September 2004 at 10:00AM. 

All 24th Members and their 
families are invited to attend the 
Plaque Dedication. 

Attendees encouraged to notify 
C. B. Mason 
842 Oak Leaf Trai l 
Point, Tx 75472-7181 
(903) 447-2664 



Hear Yef Hear Yel (Com.) 

June 2 , 2004 

Ther.man (Stub) Cossairt 
31908 De cker Ro a d 
Colon , MI '.9:40 

I thought t hi s ffilght be of lnteres t to 
our ~embers . The leadi ng c a ndida Le fo r 
National C ~;."'1: · .~, n der o f tr e Ame rica n legi o n, 
Tom Cadmus, is a paid f or Life Member o f 
the 24th . Tom wa s wit h the 24th i n Germa ny, 
d.... -·- ·.n g the 196 0 ' s . Bob Spanogle , Nat ional 
Ad~ ~a nt o f the Amer l can Legion was als o in 
the 24th Div . Tom i s t o be i nstalled 
Na t lonal Comm~l1der on Se pt . 2 , 200 4 in 
Nashv ~ 1 l,e , Tenn. ( Photo on Below) 

I am Ll f e Member #7 59 . I Join ed 24t h B 
Battery 11th Field on Jul y 4 . We arri ved In 
Kore a 6 July a t Pu son a nd trairled to 
":" "e jon . We, Batter y B, were at t ached to 5 2 
-A~n. O~de red to fire position nort h of t he 
Kum River . I was Ju ...... ry Recorde~ F .D. C. at 
18 years of age . JOl ned the army 194 8 , Boot 
l.rained at Fort J a ckson then went to Fort 
Sci ':::'exa s , Camp MC~ l ':'l, Japan 1 949 J ul y . 
J uly (th 1 9~O Caru Ha ka_~' le ft Fukuo~a 

Harbor .7· ~'y ~t h 163 0 ~ours . Left Ko rea J~~y 
15 , 1 951, was o n e of the luc ky o ne s. 
Sr;:-::ebody up there 'J .:s t ha ve . : ...... ed me. 
L;~scharged Ft . Bragg, N . C . Marc~ 1, 1952 . 
Had 4 years i n at 20 year s and o~c mon th of 
age . 

Thanks f or the great magazlne you put 
out . 

Since re l y~t? fJ/) " 
c./ikM'~~ 

Than]{s fo r informing the Taro Leaf about the loss o f 
Gus O rr. In her pho ne ca ll to li S .lean stated th en GLlS 

was to be bllriel1 ..1 t the F o rt Sam H lI s ton Cemete ry on 
Monday M ay 3 rd. As 'y0l1 know Gus \VCl S adcClr frie nd of 
both Sl;e anci J and we ah\'a vs cons idered him to be o ne of 
th e heroes of th e Kum Riv: r Battle. Someone also needs 
to inform Texcl s A&M of his dea th . 1 (l1ll positive Jea n 
\vil] bu t Wt need to make certain they are in fo rmed . 

- Jim Hill 

Just recently, I met Wes Morrison, Dutch Nelson, and 
several other Taro Leafers at Laughlin, NV. I was not a 
participant of the reunion but was there for other reasons . While 
walking around the Ramada Hotel/Casino, I met several other 
reunion attendees and really had an enjoyable time talking to 
them. 

Wes was kind enough to send me a copy of the Taro Leaf 
and my application for memberShip is in the works. I knew of 
the existence of the 24th Infantry Division Association for several 
years now and have even ordered some things from the 
Quartermaster. 

I had no idea that just being a member could be so 
enjoyable and informative. I have read and re-read many of the 
articles in your magazine and it brings back many memories of 
the past. One of the primary reasons of this letter is about the 
article of the 29th Infantry Regiment. 

I was with the 24th Division since October 1948 until July 
1951. When the Korean War started, I went to Korea with the 
19th Regt, arriving there on the 4th of July 1950. After the 
shellacking we took at the Kum Riverj Taejon areas, we were 
sent to an area near Masan to re-equ ip and re-group. 

It was during this period we heard that the 29th RCT from 
Okinawa had come to help uS out. They were assembled in the 
same area that we were in but soon they were gone again . Then 
shortly thereafter, rumors were being spread around that the 
29th had gone north and had just about got completely wiped 
out. Your "Fact Sheet" tells it all , where, when, and how many. 

Since I am new to the Association, you may have printed 
fact sheets before and [ was wondering if you have something 
similar for the 19th, 21 st and 34th Regiments, immediately after 
the Kum River/Taejon disaster? 

Thanks, 

Bob Shiraishi 
6468 Sombrero Avenue 
Cypress, CA 90630-5328 
Email address : Bob Whiterock @ aoLcom 

The Four-Way self-test you (J sk yourself before you repea t a 
rumor or goss ip. 

Asking ourse lves these questions before we infli ct verbal venom 
on our bro thers and sisters, makes us better and more fa il­
minded human beings . ..., B. Erassinelli 

Four-Way Test o f things we think, way or do: 
(I ) Is i t the l mth? 
(2) I s il fa ir 10 all concemed'! 
(3) Will il build good will and better friendships? 
(4) Will it be benefic ia l 10 all concemed? 
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3rd Engineer Combat Battalion ..~ .. 

3RD COMBAT ENGINEERS REUNION 

19-22 September 2004 

HOLIDAY INN ALBUQUERQUE MOUNTAIN VIEW 

2020 Menual NE 


Albuquerque, NM, 87107 

(505) 884-2511 / (505) 881 -4806 (fax) 


Room Rate: $54.00 singl e -double / $64.00 triple-quad 

Continenta l Breakfas t included in rate . 


- . -
Billy writes ~ "We never lost CI man during mine clearing" 

Your Ed itor "playing" in the minefie ld . 

Dear Friends: 

Last Sunday we lost a friend dear to alt o f us, 
Delores "Dee" Finoey, tbe wife of 000 Finney 
has passed away. If anyone wi shes to send a 
remembrance, Don has requested it to be sen t to 
Nortbem Arizona Hospice, 269 S. Ca ndy Lane, 
Cottonwood, AZ 86326 or to the VFW in 
Cottonwood. Veterans of Foreign Wars - 7400 , 
705 E Aspen St., Cottonwood, AZ 86326. The 
people al the Hospice were very good to Dee, and 
are worthy of recogn ition in her name. 

.. 

~ ~ . , '-.... . 
~, ­

Billy w rites ~ "Check the difference in the mine unifurm 
later in {he war. " 

PhOLOS Suhmilted By - Billy Johnson, 3rd ENG 
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~iJt____r192Jthhllrrn£~amnttry Regiment 

19th Infantry 
Regiment LtF£ AS W£ J<j/£W rr! 

f 

Ed Bouzall, 19th 

"W . 'e )l.Is/ shot it l Boy,..." Ed B ­IV/lO/ a hel p. .. ' / s the new B a,ooko wer--- ouzan , 19th 1 used on T3 4 tanks. 

\ 

50M£wH£RE IN K OREA 

PhOlu 's 011 th is I)0ge w bll1llled b y - EflBQuzan. 19th 

33 



6-23-04 

SORRY I COULDN'T HARE IT TO THE lJORLD (JAR II 

HIAUGRAL. 
Z.IT WIFE WAS NOT FEELIHG TOO GOOD. I WAS LOOKI101G 

IN z.rr ARlIT FOOT LOCKER, AND I CAlIE ACROSS OI']E or 
l-f;{ 19c.h REGIUENTAL BOOKS , BACK II.] 1940. 

IF YOU RECALL "RED" HEUMAN, THAT'S CENERAL 
I·JEWUHAU. HE WAS HY CO. COJ{lliI.JIDER, IH "D" CO . BACK 

1101 THOSE DAY$~ RATES tJERE HARD TO COHE BY. SO I 
TRl>J·rSFERED TO "G" CO. 2nd BIL FOR A PRIVATE 1 s t CLASS 

COMPANY 0 
**********.******~*. 
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tJAS WITH "G" CO. TILL I THH]J{ 1944-45. I CUIE BACK 

TO THE STATES. BIIDED UP n.] " I.R.T.C." FT. HcCLEEH 

AL1-1. 6th REGIHEHT TRAINING TROOPS. I HAD TUE 299th 
AJID 298th FROM OAHU. BOY WAS THAT SOHETHINC, I ROSS L. SHUELBR 

KNElt' A LOT OF THEn. THEY l{HEW nOER THEN THE KIDS IH 90 CARFIELD DR. 

THE CADRE. THEY STJRE IlADE A GOOD HAllE (FOR) CARLISLE, Pl'.. 17013 - 9175 

THEl-IS ELVES OVRP.SEAS. 

HOPE YOU CAB USE THESE PICTURES. l{'b.YBE S01'IEOHE 

WILL SEE SOHEOHE THEY KNOtJ. 
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Chet Bator, 191h INF writes about Pholo on R ­
Group Picture including Warren HamiltOIl in 
Front Row & Myself behind him (cannot recall 
names of other comrades). Sure would like 10 
hear./i'om any ofthem thaI have served wilh me in 
Japan. • 
Chester Balor 
19078 Coral Gales 
Soulhfield, MJ 48076 
(248) 356-8448 
VFWCoolie@amerilech.net 

George R, Bartlell (PholO Left) came fiom the 
l sI BN 180th INF 45th INF Division 10 our 
19th INF il1 Summer of '53. Small world .. .l 
leji "G" Co 180th INF ahout the same time 
jar home. 
- Billy 

"Soldier, you are supposed 10 stand when you salute!" 
35 

Chet Bator, 19th 1NF 
Wriles about Pholo on R ­

3 Comrades, middle one 
Warren Hamilton 
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I am not much of <l shopper, so the charge thal 
Memorial Da y has been lransformed into nothing 
than an opportunity to bu y linens on sale aft er th e 

morn ing parade does not re sonate for me. I generally spend that day off from work 
applauding the parade on Raritan Avenue in the morning and in the afternoon I run €ITands with a baci< -of-my­
mind consciousness that we <:I re remembering the A rmed Services men and wom en \vho fought LO pr< '.-.: c,ve the 
freedoms I enjoy toda y . 

But thi s Memorial Day will be dif ferent for me . This Memorial Day my father is gone. He died four months 
ago o f complica ti ons from rl iabe tes. fi e actua ll y died in pieces ov er six years, which is what diabetes does. He 
lost toes, nerves , capill <:l ri c s. The vvorst of it was that he lost his persona lit y. My robu st. mov ie star h<:l ndsome, 
prank sler father had shrunk to a gra y-hi..lired . passi ve. wheelchair bound senior . It broke my heart to think I 
would remember him that wa y. rather than as the six- foo l-two giant who bestrode the \vorld like a Colossus, 
w ith his ten-ga llon-hat. 

Thankfully , my hearty , youthful D<.Jcl has been restored Lo me in a mirade of tim ing. Three weeks before 
he died, my father' s Army unit tracked him down on the Internet. When I raced home to Sil ver Spring three 
days befor e my father died, I came across a World War II photo of my Dad's tea m that I had never seen be fore. 
At first I though t the hunk second from the le ft was my brother , but my broth er has neVer been in uniform. My 
mother showed me the envelope the photo came in, and I phoned. Hours i;.l lu r. I received th is e- mail : 

"Barb. I just heard that yO ll tri ed to ca ll me at home. Il has on l y been a month since I loca ted the surviving 
member s of Photo Interpreta tion Team 140 (later r edes ignated 1 I 4) , Headquarters Compan y, 21th Infantry 
Divi sion. They are Zenon Rybel (my father ), Paul Vance , James Mimms, and your fath er , Hy man S. Baras. John 
Miller and Curtiss Packard have passed away. 

"My dad and I tried to call H yman on Sunday Feb 9 d t his hospita l room but he WdS not well enough to 
speak w ith us. He wa s able to say "Hello," though . 

"Some thlOgs about you r dad th at I was able to get from my dad anel James : 
- -he r eall y liked opera and classical music and wou ld li sten to it every chance he had: 
-- he had a real pa ssion for baseball "nel kept up with the bo x scores wh enever news would r each the front ; 
- - he wa s the on ly soldier on the team who had an y app etite for army cho\v. Amazing, considering th e 
tropical climate and disea sps th at were around. " 

Since that first email. Vince Rybel Jnd I have shar ed anecdotes on the phone and sen t WWlI photos from 
1944 Philippines back anel forth. He and James Mimms told me about the bombs [ha t fell all around for weeks ­
thin gs my father never mentioned. In fact. he hardly spoke at all about that period of his life. Vin ce said that 
until now , his father had never divulged many detail s either, except to sa y that he did his duty and wanted to 
mo ve fonvard, not back. But nov .. these many decades later, he is willing to give a legacy of memories to his 
family. 

This exchange of infonnnt ion has res tored pi eces of my fath er to me. I am so proud of his contribution. 1 
am so I-elieved and grateful that hiS vitality and humor and life forc e ar c coming back to me, just when I had lost 

him. 

This M emorial Da y will be a very liicrClI one for me - it \\' ill be a da y of memories of my fath er . the 
vetel"an , and his buddies. whose photos sit before me now - brave k iel s half a world away fro m home , half a 
centllry awa y from today, immortalized and lovingly rememhered every Memorial Da y and, for me, from now 

on. every dJY· 

Subrnilled by - Barbara Kessel 

78 Harrison St. 

Edison, NJ 0881 7 

2 12 245 8200 Ext. 201 (day) 

7:12 5 72 949J (home) 

MaydI49@<1o/colll 
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29th Infantry Regiment f~~ 
BAPTISM TO COMBAT " -­

T he 3rd Battalion 29th Infantry at Hadong Pass, .J uly 1950. 
By James F. Hill 

The first day of Jul y 1950 da wned bright and clea r on the is land of Okinawa. Only a 
few years before American for ces had . a t a great sacrifi ce , taken the isla nd in bitter fighting 
from the Impe ri al Japa nese forc es during th e final stages of World Wa r WW II. Now the 
is land had re ve rted ba ck to its pre-war way of life a s an agric ultural economy and wa s s till a 
part of th e "spoil s of war" and had not been returned to Japan. 

For the men of the 29th Infantry Regiment statione d on the is la nd the re was no hint 
that in a very short time the way of life they kne w would be no more and the peaceful 
routine of overseas occupation would suddenl y change in to a horribl e fight for sur viva l in a 
county tha t most of the young troo ps s tationed th e re had ever heard its name much les s 
knew its location. 

On 25 June 1950 wh en the North Korean Army cro ssed the 38th para lle l and began 
the ir inva sion of South Korea the onl y forces to comba t the m was the s mall US train ed Army 
of So uth Korea and a small continge nt of US military advisors. The nea rest US combat troops 
avai lable were th e forces of the 24th Infantry Divi sion stationed across the Korea S trait on 
th e Japa ne se is land of Kyush u. 

When the United States rea lized that the South Korean for ces co uld not stem th e influx 
of the North Korean army units of the 24th Dlvi s ion were se nt from Japan to Korea to stop 
the invasion. History has only too well record ed th e ev e nts invo lving th e 24th Divi s ion but 
the events in volving the 29t h Regiment are not as well known. 

Once th e 24th Di vision wa s co mmitted to Korea the Far Ea s t Comma nd (FEC) in Tokyo 
reali zed that more US troops were required to combat the NK fo rce s. The 29th was selected 
becau se of its proximity to Korea and it s manpower ava il abili ty. Although FEC had promised 
lhe Commander of th e 29th that the regime nt would have si x weeks training before de ploying 
the move me nt ord ers we re rece ived on 15 July. Sin ce the 29th, like all the US Occupati on 
Forces in the Far Ea st was unders tre ngth , the regiment wa s reorga ni zed in two battal ions: 
the 1st Bn. commanded by Lt. Col. Wesley C. Wil son and the 3rd Bn. by Lt. Col. Harold W. 
Matt. The reg imental headquarters was directed to re main in Okinawa to crea te a new 
regiment to re pl ace the troops of the 29 th . 

The original deployment orde rs were for the 29th to go to Japan and train and then 
move on to Korea . Ho wever , on 20 .Jul y the reg iment found out that they would go directl y to 
Pusan and not land in Japan as schedul e d. In fact, on the s ame day a US troop s hip arri ved in 
Okinawa with over 400 recruits direc tly out of basic train ing in the United S tates . Th e 
rec ruits were off-load ed at the port of Naha, drive n to the r eg ime ntal ar ea, issued arm s an d 
field gear, ass igned to th e 1st and 3rd Batta lion s and sent back to th e port where th ey we re 
on-loaded on two other tran s ports and sa iled for Pusan on 21 Jul y. 

Continue d /\ie .... ' Page 
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Hadong Pass Co m//}ued·· 

It is to be no ted tha t the men did not have any training o the r than their bas ic tra ining and 
many had never fired th e c rew s e rved we apon s that were issued . Altho ugh Ei ghth Arm y had 
promi sed th a t the reg ime nt would ha ve a t leas t three days in P us an to get organize d, upon 
landing on 24 July Ei ghth Arm y issue d o rde rs for the regiment to proceed Lo Chinju and to be 
attached to the 19th Regime nt of the 24th Divi s ion 

On the 25th of Jul y the 3rd Batta lion of the 29th received o rde rs fr om the 19th to 
proceed to the vill age o f Hadong . about 35 miles s outhwe st of Chinju. Inte lli ge nce had 
reporte d over 500 NK troops were mov ing toward Hadong and th e 19 th CO, Col one l Ne d 
Moo re, direc te d the 29th to block th e e nemy advance . In Chinju was Major Gene ral Cha e 
Byong Duk , fonne r Kore an Arm y Chie f of Staff, who had bee n re li e ved from hi s position by 
th e Pres ident of Korea a fte r the fall of Seoul to the North Kore an forces . Colone l Moore 
agre ed fo r Ge ne ral Chae to accompany the 29th and to serve as a guide s ince he was 
familiar wi th the a rea and did not have any offici a l duti e s with the So uth Korean Arm y at the 
time . 

Colone l Mott , commanding the 3 rd Battalion, orde re d th e unit to mo ve during the nigh t 
of the 25th so as to arri ve In Hadong be fore da wn o f the 26th. Lea ving around midnight and 
be ing guide d by Ge ne ral Chae th e unit took a round about way because the direc t route had 
an impassa ble fo rd due to re cent monsoon type rains. Much del ay wa s caused by the narrow 
road and the frequ ent miring o f vehicles in the rice paddies that were on bo th sides of the 
ro ad. After da ylight , and s till no t to Hadong, the ba ttalion me t a Kore an vehic le with 
nume rous wo unded South Ko reans. The s urvivors told Colone l Mott tha t they we re all of 
wha t was le ft o f th e local militia a nd tha t the North J\.ore ans we re alre ady in Hadong and had 
bee n ide ntifi ed as the 6 th North Kore an Divis ion. Bas ed on this info rmation Colon el Mott 
halted the ba ttalion and se t up prope r sec urity., In that the battali on did not have radio 
communication s with the 19 th Regime nt he s ent Major TOllY Raibi, Exec utive Office r o f the 
3 rd Bn. back by jee p to info rm Colone l Moore o f the s ituati on. Molt re queste d that the 
batta li on be allo wed to prepare a defe nsive position we st of Chinju to be able to cove r the 
Chinju - Hadong ro ad. Colone l Moore dire cted tha t the battali on continue on with its initia l 
orde r to seize Hadong . Base d on Moore' s order Mott continue d o n towards Hadong and by 
dusk was a t the village of Hoengc h'on, three mile s from Hadong. During the nig ht an Air 
Force T ac ti cal Contro l party jo ined the batta lion to direc t the nex t day 's a ir s trike on Hadong 
but upon tr ying to establi sh communica tions back to Chinju di sc ove re d that the ir radio was 
inope rative. 

To Be Continued. .next Taro Leaf 

me 1:,"C.tl.Lt>.lION 
<f \((\\i'\oLO(;.\ c.t.L 

't,H>..Rft>.n,. 
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antl­
som-e rif Ic s and arn mu ni',.on . p:v t. Chester B. 
of Cinc: nnot i !left ) and Pvt. 'Charles w . CO ~lbell of 
'Seiltt le , libi!r.3\"ed three , tt'WI"S on ly ten m il es trom ~ l'he . 
M anchu ri.:m border. Th e two ~ere on a p.1trol into 
Charyon gw,i3n 'when they lost ,contact with the main 
body of their outfit. W ith tbe l ittle band they col­
lected along the way, th{: two, with Chin ese Comm u­
nists in hot pursuit', m ade it bac k to their 2~lth Division 
unit neDf Pakc.hon. (Acme Pho~'{l ) 1­

Jim Nil/writes about above photo -­

Association member Chester B. Walker of 
Versailles, Indiana recently sent me the attached 
clipping from the Stars and Stripes newspaper with 
an unknown date but from the article it is assumed to 
be from an issue dated in November or December 
1950. Chester requested that I provide it to you for 
inclusion in a future issue of the TARO LEAF. 

Chester was originally with the 34th Infantry in Japan 
and after the 34th was deactivated in Korea he was 
transferred to the 21 st Infantry. It has maintained 
contact with some of his old buddies but hopes that 
his piclure in the TL will allow others who knew him 
to establish contact again. 

Chester's complete address is: 
3788 West County Road 350S 
Versailles , Indiana 47042-9215 
Telephone 812 689-5472 

34th Infantry Regiment 
Photo below Submilled by - Gilberf Hoogendoorn, 
34rh 

Gi lbert writes - N!yse(f s lnn(/;l1g iO Ihe lefl. Dobson 
in Ihe Center. Stanley Grubin from Den ver, 
Colorado on (he Right. This wos /oken .vhile on 
Clteju Is/and. 
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SWORD. RETIRED SOLDIER MAKE LONG JOURNEY 

MONTEREY MAN FOUND IT IN KOREAN WAR 
By Kevin Howe 
khowe@molllerey herald. com 

John Baker's connection to the Smithsonian Ins titute began 
on a cold November day in Korea 53 years ago. 

Baker, who has lived in Monterey for 36 years, recentl y got 
his Russian sword back after lending it to the Smithsonian fur 
the 50th anniversary exhibit commemorating the Korean War. 
It was just the latest chapter o f the sword's long jOllmey. 

Baker was scouting w itb his squad ahead of the 24th Infantry 
Division' s dri ve from Inchon to the Yalu Rive r when a 
Russ ian-made weapon s carrier drove up and Baker's bazooka 
lllan blew the vehicle up with a 3.S-inch rocket. 

The explosion knocked the vehicle on its le ft side and Baker 
nm up, popped the passenger door open and climbed in to find 
a Chinese officer and his dri ver dead in the cab. 

After cutting the buttons off the officer' s jacket and rifling his 
clothing for documents, Baker said, he saw a handle at the 
dead man 's side, pulled on it, and drew forth a three~foot 

saber. 

"J thought it was a Chinese sword," he said, and turned it ill 
with other captured weapons to hi s unit supply sergeant. 
Months later, after the United Nations forces retreated be fore 
the human wave aflacks launched across the Yalu by the 
C hinese People 's Volunteers coming to the rescue o f their 
NOlth Korean comrades. Baker ws s due to rotate back ho me to 
the United States. 

He had been in Korc(t since the. beginning ~ July 1950 smlleft 
a year later. 

He came to his supply sergeant asked for his "Chinese" sword, 
and was lold there were no Chinese swords , "just a Ru ss ian 
sword ." 

When he brought i( oul , Baker sa id, he recognizt:d it as the 
blade he'd caprured weeks be fore . 

The supply sergeant, he sa id; po inl.ed o ut the Sov iet Red AmlY 
markings: the date 1945 and the cyrilli c letters CCCP on the 
brass hilt. 

When he go t to Pusan, Baker sa id, a Russian-made 
submachine gun and sniper rifl e he 'd, al so claimed as war 
trophies were taken away from , him, but he V·las able to keep 
the sword. 

He was relieved of that weapo n in To kyo, however, but two 
years later, while waiting orders in Indiantown Gap, Fa, Baker 
rece ived "a big wooden box" containing the sword and 
documents; to its legitimate capture and Baker' s rigbt to kee p 
it. 

The orig inal brass buc kle for (he sword belt had 
"disnppeared," he said; but he fabricated anotber from a Red 
Anny badge soldered to a brass Gl buckle. 

A private first class who had bee n a cabinetmaker by trade 
made, Baker a plaq"Ll e to mount the weapon, a Combat 

lnfamryman 's Badge and a Korean Service Medal ribbon with 
campaign s tar~ as a memento. 

- Photo by Vern Fisher / The Herald 

"I used it a il e time, in 1959 , 10 cut a cake at a big milItary , 
Wedding," he sa id Otherw ise the sword lay forgotten in a 
c lose t. 

Baker, 75, retired from the Army in 1966, as a se rgeant firs t 
c lass after 20 years, and has lived in Monterey for the past 43 
years. 

He "discovered" Mo nterey in .lanualY 1947, he said , when tbe 
bus taking him and other newly graduated basic trClinees from 
Fort MClcArthur to Oakland Army Termina l had to divert to 
Monterey because o f engine trouble. 

'He left Pennsylvania where "tbc 'temperature was minus, 10 
degrees and snow was o n th e ground . 

tn Monterey , "il WCl S 70 degrees - 1 hCl d to unbutton m y 
Eisenhower jacket - a nd flowers were bloo ming. [t was so 
beautiful. [ thought , " This is paradi se." 

A cum tor at the Smithsonian contactcd him in May 2000, 
asking for informa1"io n, o n or Me menros o f the Korean War, 
Baker said. 

He mentioned the sword , and was asked to lend it to the 
Smithsonian's 50 Year anni versary exhibit, "Remembering the 
Fo rgotten War. 1950-5 3 to 2000~03 ; the Ame rican Soldier in 
Korea." 

There the sword , along with photos, weapons, medals and 
other military mem orabilia o f the Ko rean conflict, was on 
display for three years . The Chinese o ffi cer's sword, issued to 
him ViCl the Sovie t Uni on, came b<lck to Baker this month . 

"They told me it's the o nly Russian sword captured in Korea," 
Baker said. "1 didn't know tha t." 
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HOMELESS PUSAN WAIFS "ADOPTED" BY 24TH DIV 

HEADQUARTERS - The men of the 24th Di vis ion this 
week o pened their heal1s and their pocketbooks to a whote 
orphanage of Jittle Korean c hildren, made homeless by the 
devas tat ing Pusa n fi re. 

This fi rst phase of "Opera tion Haven" saw a group of 
ho meless, parc ntless waifs hro ng ht from the ruins of the ir 
forme r home to a vacant but fully equipped camp. 

When the orphanage burned 10 the gro und on the night of the 
great Pusan fire. No vember 27, the orphans had nowhere to 
turn for help. The Kyung-nam Orphanage was situated on a 
hit! overlooking the harbor of Pusan, and the fire , blown by 
strong winds, demo lished it. 

lnto thi s situation came the men of the 24th Div is ion . A camp 
was assigned 10 the re fu gees, and blankets (lnd food we re, 
donated by 24th units. The problem was assigned to Capt . 
Carlto n F. McMillan, civ il affairs o fficer. H e was instmcted to 
tind them food, c lothing, and a ho me as fast as poss ible , and 
he responded by completing the job in one day. 

The 24th Goes To Work 

Captain McMillan turned to Chaplain (J st Lt) William G. 
Devanny and M/Sgt Harold M. Jones fo r help. Chaplain 
Devanny had already been in contact with the orphanage and 
W<::tS asked to arrange the transportation and tind the necessary 
equipment. Sergeant Jones, a mess sergeant , as given a bare 
building and asked to make it into a kit chen and tind food for 
one day contac ting evelY nearb y anny mess, he borro wed 
stoves, food and mess equipmen t and readied them fo r the 
incoming children. 

Chaplain Devanny called on the engineers and asked for 
trucks . He w ent to the Pusan wate rfront warehonse w here the 
orphans had gone on the nig ht of the fire and told them of their 
new home. He boarded tllem on the trucks and transpoJ1ed 
them to the army camp. 

21s/ Sends Blankets 

Blankets which the 21 Sl Regiment. salvaged from old POW 
enclosures and which had been cleaned and baled, were 
nlshed the scene. From the medi cs me mattresscs, and a 
docl.or, l sI Lt frederick C. McFadden, conducted a. medical 
inspection of the waifs as tbey a ITived at the 24th Div is ion 
camp. 

Meanwhile, plans which the engineers bad devised to build a 
new ho me fo r the Kyung~nam O rphanage were put into high 
gear. The buildings burned by the fire were only re nted, and 
Ihe orphanClge had planned to mo ve to a new site nex t spring. 
It was in helping them to constmc t this new home that the 
24t.h had firs t become inte rested in the orphanage . N ow a 
twenty·follf ho ur pe r day schedule was put into effect, and the 
plans, prev ious ly only in the ea rl y stages, were quickl y 
compl eted . 

On Ihe morning o f November 30, payda y for the 24th troops , a 
(;ollectio n was taken up to in sure the completion of the 
diVi sion plans . It met with success eve ryw here . 

Hearty Thanks 
Mr. Han Eung Joo, s uperintendent of the Kyung.nam 
Orphanage, was bew ilde red and gra teful. He sa id, 'When t.he 
tire came to Pusan, we fe lt as if we we re in some place dark . 
We did not know w bat to d o, Then cam e tlll expcc ted he lp. We 
now have food a nd c lothin g and a place to s leep. I do not 
know ho w to fee l. We a re very sOlTowful because of the fire , 
of course , but we have hope and gladness because o f w hat the 
24th Di vis ion is doing for us. Now with their help we will be 
the bes t o rph(lnage in Korea." 

One Child Lost 
Mr. Han said partial sorro w came mostly fro m the one tmly 
tragic incide nt. One of the youngest childre:n was 1051 in the 
commotion followin g the fire. Mr. Han stated that this child 
was loved by one of the staff as if it had been Jler own and that 
he: sha red her grea t grie f. 

T he children will be gues ts o f the 24 th Di vis ion until their new 
home is completed. With the cons tnJ ctors working around the 
clock, this is expected 10 be from ten days to two week s, 
atthO\lgh the engineers expect to be through in a shorte r time . 

The above arode WlJS submitt(7d by - Gilbert Hoogendoom, 34';' 

Sadly / report /he Promo/ion to Glory on Wed 26 
May 2004 ofPat Leerkamp, beloved wife of Halik. 
They were married 50 years . 

Halik Leerkamp 
472 4 16/h Avenue SE 
Lacy, WA 98503-2634 
(360) 49/-0897 

WHAT /S A GRANDPARENT? 

(taken from papers written by a class of B-year-olds) 


Grandparents are a lady and a man who have no httle children of 
he r own. They like other people'S. 

A grandfather IS a man grandmother. 
Grandparents don't have to do anything except be there when we 

come to see th e m. They are so old they shouldn't play hard or run . It is 
good if they drive us to the s tore and have lots of quarters fo r us . 

When they take us for walks, (hey slow down past things like pretly 
leaves and caterpill a rs . 

They show us and lalk 10 us about the color of Ihe flowers and also 
Why we shouldn't s tep on "cracks." 

They don't say, "Hurry up ." 
Usually grandmothers are fa l, but not too fat to tie your s hoes. 
They wear glasses and funny undef"INear. 
They can take theif teeth and gums out. 
Grandparents don·t have to be smart . 
They have 10 answer questions hke "why Isn't God married ?~ and 

"How come dogs chase cats?". 
When they read to us, they don 't skip. They don·! mind if we ask for 

the same story over again . 
Everybody should try 10 have a grandmother, especially if you don't 

have teleVision, because they are the only grown ups who like 10 
spend time with us. 

They know we should have snack-time before bedtime a nd they say 
prayers with us every time, a nd kiSS us even when we·ve acted bad. 
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6th TANK Battalion 

Photo Submitted By ~ Frederick Baker, 26th AAA 

Photo Submitted By ~ Frederick Baker, 26th AAA 

Harold writes "Enclosed are some 
photos of the triple nickel on a fire 
mission. Also of the 5 t1

' and 6'" Tanks with 
some of the 2"" Platoon "cn Battery, 26t1 

' 

AAA. 

I 
First Winter 1950 - 1951 
On the way back up. 

.. I 

Photo Submitted By ~ Harold Aberle , 26th AAA 
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HEADQUARTERS 

2 6 th AAA AW Bit (SP ) 


APO 24 

26 De c ember 	19 52 

SUEhJEC l ; 	 Hlsto rlca1 Dates of th e 2 6th AAA AW Bn (SP) 

TO : 	 Comma nd lng Of fic e r 
2 4th Di vi sion Artll i ery 
A PO 24 
.1\t t n: PIa 

] n c ompliance wl th v e rbal o r ders your h eadqua ,cers, t he foll o wing 
l nforll1,:jtion is he reby submitted : 

a . Th e histo r y o f the 2 6 th Antia i rcratt Ar tlile ry Automa tlc Weapo n s 
Batt a lion date s back to 1898 , it was a I lttle less l han o ne year ago today th~: 

t he Ba l tal ion came into l ts present status and wa s m~d~ organ ic to t he 24 t h 
;;Irantry Dlvision. 

b . Rede signated and a c tivated 1n J a pan March 20 , 1949 . Bat tery " A" of t he 
26th An tialrc r aft Art illery Aut omatic Weu 90ns Ba tta lion , was the only A· . - ~ - aircra ft 

S~ttalion to engage the enemy in th e early days of t he Kore an con~ ~:ct . The lone 
Battery not onl y gave An ti.=.:.i..:'cra f t prote c t io n t o t li e 2 4th Division but a l so 
con tributed grea tl y in grou nd suppo rt mis s i o ns. 

c . Slowly the Battalion grew in size an d stren g th . Headquarters Battery 
of the 5 2d AAA AW Bn (SP ) was a ttached to the 24th Divis i on Dec e mber 13. 1950 . 
If! Ja n uary 1951 Battery " A" 21 s t AAA AW Bi t (SP ) was added , and i n the s umm~ r of 
1 951 Ba tteries ° C" and "0" wer e ac tivated w ~ _: pers onnel fr om the o t h er ~at teries 
f i ll ing key posit i ons . 

d. The Battalion quick l y made a r e putati on of b e ~ng a f~ghtin unit , 
Battery " D" lr~ its fJ l" st major encoun t e r wlth t he enemy ti red n ea rly on~ mlll ­
~ on tou;,d s of calibe r: . SO ammunition ln c lo se gro und s uppo rt to the 19th I nf ­
antry Re g imen t and the 13th Field ALLil le ry Battali on, 

e . In its a ct lon aga inst en emy aircraf t, Batt e ry "A" has '~~ee (3) Ya k 
il g t er plane s to ~ t s c r edit. Members of the Bat t allon have bee ~ up and d own 
Lhe Korean p enn in sula f rom t he Pusan pe r imeter t o the broad stre c hes o f the Yalu 
Rlver . They ha ve cros sc·,1 the 3 8 th parallel no le s s tha n four times , gOln g over 
cl.e battl e scared roads t ime and aga in . 

SUBJECT : Hi .storlc a 1 Dates of the 26 th AAA .'1W Bn (SP) 2 6 Novembe r 52 

1 . Wl th more re p laceme n t s an d equ i pment a rrivlng, C Bat t ery came 
lnto be l ng on 6 Ju ne 19 51 . 

m. D Battery , 26th .'1AA AW Bn (SP) was activa t ed on 6 Ju l y 195 1. 

n . The ba tta" I n , wit h lts vario us nume rlcal deS) 'l natlons, was. 
made 	 o rganlc to the 24th Divis l on and des ignated an tth~ 26 th AAA AW Bn 
(SPa on 10 Nove mber 195 1 . 

FOR 'THE CO:' :'.'.liC' :JG OFFICER: 

KENNETH A MOStlER 
Captain Ar t y 
AdJ u tant 
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Quartermaster 24 IDA 

Supply Price List 

Con trol # 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


7 

8 

9 

10 
II 

12 

13 

14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

25 

26 

27 
28 
29 

30 

31 
32 
33 
34 
.15 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

Item 
24 JD Colored P<lIch 
24 ID ColOTed Patch 
24 lD Black Cap ",/Patch 
2410 White Cap w/Patch 
24 ID Window Sticker 
24 fO Dec.. l 
Bo lo Tie w(fL Gold 
W/Go!d or Black Chain 
Bolo Tie w/Tl Silver 
Silver wlTL Si lver 
Bell Buck le w(fL 
Gold or Sli ver Bell Buckle 
29110 INF C lo th Pa tch (Co lo r) 
24 Sie BN Umt Cresl 
191h b~g Crest 
Current (s:; ue $ 10 Pr 
21 ~1 Inf Crest 
Current Issue $ )aPr 
34111 Inf Cres l 
Current Issue $10 Pr 
I lit! FA Crest 

J3111 FA Crest 
191h Pocket Palch (Color) 
21 "1 Pocket Patch (Co lor) 
341h Pocket Palch (Color) 
ll ih FA Pocket Patch (Color) 
I3 lh FA Pocket Patch (Co lor) 
24 1D Crest 
2, ~1 InfLapel PLn 
341h InfLapel Pin 
CIB (I" Award) 1-1346 (M ,n i) 
Mini DRESS MESS 
em (l"d Award) 1-13 47 (M ,ni) 
Mini DRESS MESS 
CIB Lapel Pin 
19"1Cap Dark Blue/Crest 
21 $\ Cap White/Embroide red/Crest 
21 ~1 Cap Dar Blue /Em bro idered 
Cres t 
34.11 Cap Dark BilLe w/C res t 
24 IDA Cap Dark Blue w/Patch 
Cap w/TL, Red or Wll ite G ERMANY 
24 ID A Red or White Cnps 
2410 Green Cap (Pa tch) 
24 10 Whi te Mcsh Cap 
1'd Eng. Crest 
141h Eng. Crest 
51

1-. ReT Pocket Pflt ch 
5\h RCT Cap. Red 

Descr iption 

First ( 0 Fight 
2" ,3" 
4" 

Price Ea 
$3.00 

5.00 
10.00 
10.00 
2.00 
3.00 

15.00 

16.00 

15. 00 

5.00 
5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

$10 pr 
$ 10 pr 

5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 

5.00 

6.50 

5.00 
10.00 
12.00 

12.00 

10.00 
10.00 
12.00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 
5.00 
5.00 
5.00 

10.00 

Control # helll DescriptIOn 
41 19(h Lapel Pill 
42 24 1D License Plate (new) wffL 
43 Deserl Storm Cap ­ Black 
44 DeS€ 11 Slam) Hat Pin 
45 WWJI Veteran's Cap Black wle lS 
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74 Vietnam Service Med,1l HP 
75 24 10 Hatpin 
76 24 rD Tic-Regu lar 
77 241 0 Flag, 3x5 Screen Print Outdoor Flag 
78 63,,1held Anillery Cloth Patch 
79 A rmy Commcndat ion Meda l HP 
80 Soldicrs Meda l HP 
81 POW Meda l HP 

82 
Armed Force ::. Reserve 
Mcda l 

HP 

83 
1"Dccal 24 J D 
SelJ 12 for S 1.00 

84 241h Christmas Cards 10 efl. Packet 
85 World Wal" 11 Tapes (start~ Aus tralia) 
K6 24 10 Neck Wa ll ets 

Pr ice Ea 
$5.00 

6.00 
12.00 
3.00 

12.00 
12 .00 
3.00 

3.00 

5.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
l.OO 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

10.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3 .00 
3.00 
300 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
l.OO 
3.00 
3.00 

20.00 
55.00 

5.00 
3 .00 
3.00 
3.00 

l .OO 

.10 

8.00 
15.00 
4 00 

Quartermaster, 24th IDA 

Frances Wittman 

1385 Terri Street 


Keyser, WY 26726 


We require $3 .00 postage and Handllllg. 

44 


Please allow six weeks delivery. No Pholli! Order5 Plea.te. 

Post a copy of this or any of our ads at your locaJ Vets ClubhousE. Others Illay be interested in some of these items. 




Barb Kessel and Vince R)'bel 

May, 2004 

THE AIRBORNE EYES OF TilE TARO LEAF 

The Japanese commanders on the Philippine is land of Mindanao had good reason to feel secure. Their 
headquarters bunker was well hidden on the s lopes of Mt. Apo, thc dormant volcano on the island 's east coast. 
Although they had been completely surprised by the backdoor landing of the 24th Infantry Division (ID) and 
their rapid ad vance across the island to Davao, the Japanese were now we ll prepared for a long battle of 
attrition. From their mountain vantage POill t th ey could observe the Division Headquart ers on Talomo Beach , 
naval vessels in the Gul f of Davao and to the south, fli gh t operations at Libby Air Drome. 

The over flight the previous day by an unarnled photoreconnai ssance P-3 8 caused no concern;. nor did the 
approach of a flight of Zamboanga-based Marine Corp Dauntless dive-bombers that morning. Not until those 
planes pushed over into a screaming dive and their SOO-pound bombs were released, did they realize the danger. 
Days later, the 24th ID G2 daily report would routinely mention the confirmed destmction of a hidden enemy 
command and observation post , along wi th the elimination of several high ranking enemy officers. The enemy 
were victims of the 24th Infantry Division's eye in the sky . Thei r seemingly invisible position had been 
detected, analyzed, plotted and targeted by the sharp, well-trained eyes of the I I 4th Photo Interpretati on Team. 

The hi story of this unusual un it can be traced to the early days followi ng the Pearl Harbor attack. General 
George C. Marshal, U.S Anny Chief of Staff saw an urgent need to improve the intell igence tra inin g of the 
U.S. Army. He ordered that all military intelligence trainin g would be centralized at one facil ity. This became 
the Military Intelligence Training Center (MITe) located at Camp Ritchie MD, about 50 miles northwes t of 
Washington DC. The post occupied over 600 acres in the Catoctin Mountains in northwest Mary land, just 
below the Pennsy lvania Stateline. With its forested rolling hill s, mountain slopes surrounding twin lakes, Camp 
Ritchie was one of the most beautiful anny posts in the country. 

The mission of the MITC was to provide state of the art, specialized milita ry intelligence training to 
qualified so ldiers. The qualification requirements were exceptionally high. Candidates had to have spotless 
military records, pass an FBI background check and at a minimum, be fluent in at least I foreign language. 
Some could speak as many as 5. Most anivcd at the camp individually or in small groups under classified 
orders. The entire camp was operated under a high leve l of secrecy . The intelligence training was as demanding 
and realistic as the military and civ ilian instructors could make it. While most so ldiers in the U.S. Army trained 
hard to outfIght the enemy, these Ameri cans trained to ou tsmart him. 

Students received instmction in all areas of combat intelligence. There were classes in Signal Intelligence, 
the interrogation of POWs, Order of Battle (the science of tracking individual enemy units) , MIS that trained 
French speaking teams for the invasion of France, Counter Intelligence and Air Photo Interpretation. The 
students studied the organization and tac ti cs of the axis armies. Later in the war, as captured enemy uniforms, 
weapons and equipment became available, thcse were sent to Camp Ritchie and incorporated into the 
instl1Jction. Long-range patrols were simulated in the neighboring countryside that included intelligence 
gathering in a mock village. FonDer students recalled working an aerial photo interpretation problem once, 
analyzing the various coastal defenses of a beachhead in France, and then learning in great surprise , that it was 
Omaha Beach in Nonnandy, and that the invas ion was occurring that morning, June 6, 1944. Before World War 
II ended, over 19,000 intelligence specialists were graduated fro m Camp Ritchie. 

Early in the summer of 1944, and presumably at the request of General Douglas MacArthur, 23 6-man air 
photo interpretation teams were formed at Camp Ritchie and shipped to the Pacific. The intent was that every 
Army Division, every Corps and every Army Group would have an Air Photo Interpretation Team attached to 
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its G2 sec tion. Although the teams were small in size and few in number, hi story would show they made a 
maj or contribu tion to a string of success ful amphibious landings, island campaigns and the reduction of 
casua lti es. The 114th Photo Interpretation Team (PIT 114) an-i ved in New Guinea in July , 1944 and was 
assigned to the Headquarters of the 24th Infantry Division. 

The team was commanded by 1 st Lt. John Miller from Ohio. 2nd Lt. Zenon Rybel was the chief photo 
interpreter and came from Illinoi s. Both men had been commissioned Coast Artillery officers before assignment 
to the MITe. The remaining team members were noncoms; M/Sgt. Curtis Packard (Missouri), S/Sgt James 
Mims (Texas), T4 Hyman Baras (New York) and T4 Paul Vance (Illinois). About 9 months later, G len Hargens 
(Nebraska) joined the team as its jeep driver. As typica l of that era, all men were "citi zen soldiers" . 

Return to the Philippines 
Preparations for the invasion of Lcyte we re 

we ll underway on New Guinea when PIT 114 put 
on the Taro Leaf shoulder patch. Photo 
Interpre tati on Teams were such a new specialty in 
the Almy that no one knew what to do with them at 
first. The leam obtained the only available aerial 
photos of Red Beach and went to work. What 
happened next illustrated the value of these teams 
and gained PITl14 a solid credibility for the rest of 
th e war. The photos were marked to indicate the 
location of the Divi sion HQ immediately after 
landing. A carefu l stud y of the ten-ain features and 
vegetation sho wed the area was probably a swamp. 
Fortunately, the photos showed a better si te nearby. 
The change was made and a major foul up avoided. 

PIT 1141241h Infanlry Division in Ihe mud on Ley/e, Philippine Islands, NovAt the 1989 reunion of the 24th IDA in Fort Worth 1944. Standing teff /0 nght 2nd LI. Zenon Rybel(IL), T4 Hyman Baras(NY), 
TX, Division G-3 Colonel Tom Compere told Staff Staff Sgt James Mims(TX), M Sgt Curtis Packard (MO), T4 Paul Vance(IL), 
Sergeant James Mims that he personally visited the seated team teader, lsi LI. John Mil/erIOH) 
original HQ site on A-day and found he had to 
wade to it through chest deep water. 

When the 24 th 1 D landed on Red Beach on October 20, 1944 th e first waves found and had to fight through 
a series of bunkers just inland of th e beach. As James Mims recall ed in his memoirs; 

"The existence of these bunkers was a fragedy. Aiier we go/ up the Leyle Vallev /o Jaro, the G-2 people 
broughl us another sel ofpholos 0 f Red Beach 11701 Ihey had jusl unpacked, taken a week or so {tjier Ihe ones 
we had 01 Hollandia. During /hat inlerim, lanes offire had been cuI in the lIndergrowlh, making "V 's " which 
poinled directly at each bunker. No one was trained 10 pick up Ihis clue lInlil we came, bu/ if we had those 
p ictures in time, we could have eas ilv made the jden/if/calion and /he hunkers would have been destroyed prior 
to Ihe landing " 

That mistake would not be repeated . From Mindoro , to Corregidor to Luzon to Lubang and especially on 
Mindanao, recent a ir photos were provided to evaluate beachheads, and where major coastal defenses could not 
be destroyed , they would be bypassed, saving many li ves. 

As the campaign on Leyte developed, PIT 114 settled into a routine , Air photos were usually provided by 
the Auny Air Corps. Special reconnaissance versions of th e P-38 Lockheed " Lightning" took most of the 
phOtos, although early in the campa ign, when the newly captured airfie lds were not yet operational , carrier­
based navy planes fle w some miss ions . T he developed photographs were carefully studi ed by the team. 
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A device ca lled a stereoseope was used to view photos in 3-D. Photos were searched for an y indications of 
enemy presence . FOltifications, trench lines, storage depots, artillery batteries or any other positions that might 
make a good artillery target were plotted. Later, during the Mindanao campaign, Marine Corps dive-bombers 
provide close air support and were often given targets (as noted in the opening paragraph). The team could 
determine the exact length of bridges or the width of a river for the Engineers. Enemy airfields were a source of 
special interest and were photographed often until they were destroyed. Using a device ca ll ed a contour fi nder, 
the team could locate a good location for forward observation points for the divi sion artillery. All of this 
information could be plotted on maps, or the team could make their own maps from the air photos when 
ex isting maps were fo und to be inaccurate, as they always were on Leyte and Mindanao. Whenever the 24th ID 
made an amphibi ous landing, beac h photos would be carefully analyzed. Occasionally, low altitude aerial 
oblique (non vertical) photos would be taken from the tail gun positions of B-25 bombers. These photos could 
not be viewed in 3-D, but because they were taken at such low altitudes , often revealed key information. In one 
instance, these low altitude photos revea led barely di scemable skid marks on the ground leading to thatched 
huts on elevated stilts. When these huts were targeted , they were found to be concealing spare aircraft engines 
for "Zero" fighter planes. Oftell the B-25 would combine a bomb mil with the .Iow-Ieve l photo missions. The 
tail gUll camera would sometimes catch the parachute-retarded bombs ( parafrags) descending on an enemy 
position and the subsequent explosions. 

Para-Frag bombs descend on enemy positions in the vWage of Cotabato, Mindanao 
as the tail gun camera of a 8-25 captures the Image in a combined low level photo 
recon/strike mission. The concrete building (lower leff) is the power ptant which was 
in enemy hands at the time. In the background is the Mindanao River, which the 
21st Regiment followed in the drive to oavao. April. 1945. Low level photos like this 
offen provided critical mformation for ptanning 24th Infantry Division operations. 

Hand drawn map made from air photos of village of 
Cotabato, Mindanao. Detailed maps like Ihese. 
identifying key struclures, geographic features and 
enemy positions, were very useful to commanders on 
the ground. Prewar maps of nearly all the Philippine 
Istands were found to be inaccurate or tacking in 
needed detaJ!. 

Late in th e summer of 1945 , the campaign in the Philippines was winding down, the ultimate amphibious 
landing of the Pa cific war was being planned, the invasion of Japan . .Tames Mims recalled a trip to Manila and a 
visit to one of the two Photo Interpretation Teams for 6th Almy. There he saw the photos of the invasion 
beaches. He took particular notice of the beachhead assigned to the 24th !D. The defensive positions with 
interlocking fi elds of fire along with sholi beaches and steep bluffs reminded him of the classi fi ed air photos he 
had seen of Nonnandy over a year earli er. The landing, he reca ll ed la ter in his memoirs " ..was frightening to 
anticipate". Fortunatel y it was not needed. By September of 1945, PIT 114 was on its way to occupat ion duty in 
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Japan along with th e rest of the 24th TO. There no longer was a need for air photo interpretation, so the unit was 
disbanded in Japan, and the individuals ass igned to different units . 

In today' s Army, the science o f in telligence gatherin g through aerial obse rvation has taken o n such new 
dimensions, the memb ers of PIT 114 would hardly recogni ze their old jobs. Satellites do much of the work, 
taking images from as high as 100 miles above the battlefield. Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (U AV 's) are now 
used to over tly enemy positions without endangering a pilot and their images can be seen in real time. 
Con ventional photographs can s till be taken, but the cameras are no longer "cameras" in the old sense of the 
word. Sensors would be a better descrip tion. They can show heat, radi ation and magnetic fields fo r starters. 
They will work in darkness, dust, through clouds and camoutlage. Some of the latest U AV's can even engage a 
target after locating and iden tifying it. 

Despite the changes in the technology, the men and women who are the inte lligence specia lists of today 's 
Army would find some things have not changed . Acting as the " a irborn e eyes " of a m odern infantry di vision 
still requires dili gence, perception, a sharp eye, attention to detail and good communication skills; the sa me 
things that PIT 114 demonstrated when they acted as "The Airborne Eyes of the Taro Leaf' . 

A TEST FOR DEMENTIA ... 
Exercise of the bra in is as importanl as exercise of the ITIusdes. As we grow o lder, it's impOliant that we keep menIally alert. The 
saying; "If you don't use it, you wi ll lose it" also applies to the bmin, below is a very pri va te way to gauge your loss or non-loss of 
intellige nce. So, take the fol lowing test presented he re and detcnnine ifyOll are " los ing it" or are still "with it. " 

OK, re lax, clear your mind and .... begin. 

I. 	 What do you put in a toaster? 
Answer: "bread." If you sa id "toas t," then gi ve up now and go do some th ing el se. T ry not to hurt yourself If 
you sa id , "bread," go to Question 2 

2. 	 Say "sil k" fL ve times. Now spell "silk." What do cows drink? 
Answer: Cows drink water.. If YOll sa id "milk," please do no t attempt the next question . Your bra in is 
obviously over stressed and may even overheat. It may be that you need to content yourself with reading 
something more appropriat e such as Child ren's World ." If you said "w<l ter" then proceed to Question 3 

3. 	 If a red house is made from red bricks and a blue house is made from blue bricks and a pink house is made hom pink 
bricks and a black house is made from black bri cks, wh at is a green house made from? 

Answer: Greenhouses are made from g lass. lf you said "g reen bricks, " what the devil are you s till doing Jlere 
read ing these ques tions????? It is obviously nap ti me. If you said "gl ass," then go on to Q uest ion 4 

4. 	 Twen ty years ago, a plane is fl ying at 20 .000 feet over Germany. If you will recall, Germany at the time was 
pol itically divided into West and East Gelmany. Anyway, during the fli ght. TWO of the engines fail. The pilot. 
realizing that the last remaining engine is also failing, decides on a crash landing procedure. Un fo rt ll nately the engine 
fails before he has time and the plane fatally crashes smack in the middle of "no man's land" between East Germany 
and West Germany. Where wOll ld yo u bury the survi vors" East Gennany or West Gennany or in "no man's land"? 

Answer: You don't, of cQurse, bury sllfvivors. lf you said AN YT HING e lse, you must NEVE R EVER try to 
rescue anyone from a plane crash. Your e ffol1S would no t be appreciated. H you sa id, "Don'l bury the 
survivors" then proceed to the next Ques tion 5 

s. 	 If the hour hand on a clock moves 1/60 of a degree eWIY minute then how many degrees will the hOllr hand move in 
one hour? 

Answer: One degree. lr you sa id "360 degrees" or anything other than Hone degree," you are to be 
cO I\gratul aled on getting this far, but you are obvious ly out of your league. T urn your penci l in and exit the 
room! Everyone else prol.:eed to the Final Ques tion 

6. 	 Without using a calculator - You are dri ving a bus from London to Mil fo rd Haven in Wales. In Loudon, 17 people get 
on the bus. In Reading, six people get off the bus and niue people get on. In Swindon, two people get otl and four get 
on. In Cardiff. II people get off and 16 people get in. In Swan sea. three people get off and fi ve people get on . [n 
Cmmathen, six people ge t off and three get on. YOll then arri ve at Milford Haven. What was the name of the bus 
dri ver? 

Answer: O h, fo r crying out I O Lld~ Don't you remember? It was YOU P 
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EXIT LA UGHING (or Crving) 

Monkey Story 
Start with a cage containing five monkeys . Inside the cage, 
lang a banana on a string and pl ace a set of stairs under it . 

3efore long, a monkey will go to th e stairs and start to climb 
owards the banana. As soon as he tOllches the stairs, spray all 
Jf the other monkeys with cold water. After a while, another 
non key makes an attempt with the same result - all the other 
nonkeys are sprayed with cold water. 

'retty soon, when another monkey tries to climb the stairs, the 
Jther monkeys will try to prevent it. Now, put away the cold 
~ater. R emove one monkey from the cage and replace it with a 
lew one. The new monkey sees the banana and wants to climb 
he stairs. 

f o his surprise and horror, all of the oth er monkeys attack him . 

"fter another at1empt and attack, he knows that if he tries to 
;limb the stai rs, he will be assaulted. 

'Ilext, remove another of the original five monkeys and replace 
t with a new one. The newcomer goes to the 

;tairs and is a ttacked . 

fhe previous newcomer takes part in th e punishment with 
:nthusiasm! 

, ikewise, replace a third original monkey with a ne w one, then 
fOlllt h, and then the fifth. Every time the newest monkey 

akes to the stairs, he is a ttacked. 

vlost of the monkeys that are beating him have no idea why 
hey were not pemlined to climb the stairs or why they are 
lat1iciparing in the beating of the newest monkey . 

\fter replac ing all the original monkeys, nOlle of the remaining 
nonkeys have ever been sprayed with cold wa ter. 
<evertheless, no monkey ever again approaches the sta irs to try 
or the banana. Why not? Because as far as they know that's the 
vay it's always been done around here. 

Ind that my dear frieods, is how company policy begins. 

1\ \ \ l 

"You should check your e-mails more 
often. I fired you over three weeks ago 

~1t.­

flEw' of Ewfftf!J 

Life Imitares "Chris,;ne " 

On Jan. 30, as Angel Eck, 20, drove her Pontiac Sun fi re on In[ers tate 
70 toward Denver, she suddenly could not s low down. The c(l r was 
locked in overdrive and climbed to 100 mph; the ignition would not 
disengage; and the clutch and accelerator were stuck. A half-hour 
later, two e nterpri sing Denver po lice officers, having been alerted by 
cell phone and reprising a tactic from (he old CHiPs TV show, s lowed 
the ca r by allo wing it to repeatedly bump the rear of their sqnad car 
until it came to a stop. A few days later, idling in the shop at Green 
Mountain Auto Service, the car jumped gears and pinned a mechanic 
against an inside w<lll nntil a colleagne set the emergency br<lke. 

Least Compelen/ Criminals 

Kenne th Martin, 44, and Earle Sharpe Ill, 30, were arrested for 
kidnapping in Providence, R.I. , in December after abdncting a 24­
year-old man who supposedly owed Mal1in money. According to 
police, after taking the man to an <lparlme nt , Martin po mted his gun at 
him but then rea lized the mag<lzine clip had fallen o ut. Marlin and 
Sharpe went outside to retrace their steps in search of the clip after 
firs t giving the v ictim a s tem warning not to leave. However, he did 
leave and called police. 

And in the Last MOI1/II 

Convicted underwear thief Ronald Ernst (whose record includes 16 
previolls lewdness-related cha rges), filed a lawsuit against a police 
de tective and two attorncys for calling too much attention to his case 
(Fargo, N .D.). Australia's Federal Court rebuffed the Tax Office and 
ruled tbat convicted heroin dealer Francesco Do minico La Rosa could 
reduce his J995 taxable income to allow for $224 ,000 tha t he said had 
been stolen from him in a dl11g tleal gone bad. And offic ials in 
Berryv ille, Ark. , were perplexed at a wave of fin ely c rafted 
counterfeit money passed around town but only biJls in the se ldom­
seen denomination ( for bogus bills) ofSI. 

Chuck Shepherd, 

News o r the Weird (Weird News@earthllnk...net) 
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