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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I wish to thank the Membership for reelecting myself, as President, Don Lloyd as Vice 
President and Norm Dixon as Secretary/Treasurer for the coming year. I particular want to 
thank Don Lloyd and Norm Dixon for all the help they contributed to make the past year a 
successful year. This year in addition to the reelected ofticers, I appointed William F. (Bill) 
Boyden, 3rd Engr, as Asst Vice President. Bill was nominated for the position of Vice President 
when Don Lloyd was nominated for President. However, Don express a desire to serve one 
more year as Vice President to have more experience so I accepted the nomination for a second 
term as President. 

I want to thank Walt Newlin and his wonderful wife Priscilla for the hard and well-planned 
reunion in Albuquerque. The entertainment on Friday night was great with the Black Eagle 
Dancers, Grammy Award Winners, and a Combo Band playing our favorite songs and the 
serenade by the mariachi band during Memorial Dinner was fantas tic. Walt found a wonderful 
speaker in LTG John Myers. Retired. 

I wish I could have personally met all the first timers who came but I was pretty busy helping 
Walt get the necessary help from the hotel. When I ask all First Timers to stand, I was going to 
ask them to introduce themselves to the membership, but I just plain forgot it. No excuses. 

I want to encourage all members to start thinking about the reunion in Philadelphia next year. 
We are not getting any younger and I feel we should make every attempt possible to visit with 
our friends and comrades at these reunions. Based on the past two reunions, our attendance has 
drop each time, I have lowered the room block at the Adams Mark Hotel in Philadelphia. I just 
hope I will have to ask for more rooms as the year progresses. 

I want to thank Corky & Dianne Peters for outstanding work again this year in soliciting 
donations to support the Association. Again this year they received in excess of $25,000.00. 
Sorry to say though, they have stated this was their last year doing the solicitation. [ have asked 
Bill McClure to take on the task and he has agreed. 

Speaking of Bill McClure, I want to thank him for ac ting as the Quartermaster at the reunion. 
Bill brought an assortment of items from Francis Wittman for sale. Let's hope Francis will be 
able to attend the next reunion in Philadelphia. 

One more thing, The Association is looking into requirements for placing a Division Memorial 
on the walkway to the Punch Bowl National Cemetery in Hawaii. Further information will be 
published as received. 

http:25,000.00


Bill Muldoon, 19th & Ben Wahle, 34th 
Submilfed By - Walter Nell'fj,1. 19th 

Submilled By - Waller Newlin 19th 

Two old buddies of A. T Company. 34th 
Regiment. 24th Infantry Division. Henry 
POfh on the lejt {Ind Lawrence 
Brockrnann on the right at their dinner 
fable at the Reunion in Albuquerque. 
New Mexico (September 22. 2004 to 
September Sept.25. 2004) pictured with 
William C Muldoon. in Center holding 
his silver bowl the Verbeck Award, the 
highest award, which Bill so justly and 
honorably received. - Hemy Poth 
Submitted By - Henry POlh. 34th 

Bill Muldoon. 19th with The Verbeck Bowl 
SlIbmilfed By - Waller Nf!t ....hIJ, 19th 

From Left to Right: 
Nancy (Wife). Bill 
Muldoon, Patsy 
(Daughter) 
Subll1ilfed By - John 
Klump 

From Left to Right: Bill Muldoon & John Klump , 34th 
Submitted By - John Klump,34th 
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Secretary/Treasurer's Report As of Mid-Oct 2004 
Account Balances As of 10/19/2004 

Bank Accounts: 
Cash Flow 24th Checking $18,041.74 

$150.47Bulk Mail Account 
CD Savings $30,000.00 
Money Market $21,136.54 

TOTAL Bank Accounts $69,328.75 

Cash Account 
Operating Expense $83.00 

TOTAL Cash Accounts $83.00 

Asset Accounts 
Office Furniture & Equipment 590.00 

TOTAL Assets Accounts $590.00 

OVERALL TOTAL $70 ,001 .75 

To the members of the 24th IDA: 

I regret that I was unable to attend the last reunion due to a recent 
surgery. Never-the less, I have remained busy. Due to certain 
unexpected expenses we were forced to transfer some money from 
the money market account. But things are balancing out at the 
moment and I plan to replace it back to the money market. As I write 
this report, the membership numbers 2823, down slightly from the 
last report. This is due partly because of a rash of those who have 
passed away and partly as a result of cleaning out unqualified 
members. But we seem to have quite a few new members coming 
in as you can see by the report . 

I haven't heard anymore from the IRS concerning the 2002 income 
tax return but I am sure I will. We can only hope that their answer 
will be forgiving. 

Norm Dixon 
Secretary Treasurer 
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Donors 
Benjamin Allen 
LeRoy Atkins 
Claude Barrick 
Hubert Beru be 
Charles Best 
Ernest Brandon 
Jackie Cauble 
Dewey Coles 
Joseph Coste llo 
Daniel Cretaro 
Claude Crist 
Danny Cuomo 
Bennie Davidson 
Gino Dente MD 
John Diolle 
James Doyle 
Raymo nd Eckardt 
Robert Evarts 
John Fecko 
Stanley Fijol 
George Gorham 
Robert Harper 
James Hopkins 
Don Johnson 
Joseph Kane 
Lloyd King 
Charles Lowry 

Unit 
19th Regt 
21 st Regt 
11th FABn 
6th Tank Bn 
19th Regt 
63rd FABn 
Div HQ 
13th FABn 
19th Regt 
34th Regt 
21st Regt 
34th Regt 
21stRegt 
24th Med 
52nd Med 
19th Regt 
19th Regt 
19th Regt 
3rd Eng 
21st Regt 
21st Regt 
19th Regt 
Div Arty 
13th FABn 
19th Regt 
34th Regt 
21 st Regt 

Amt 
35 
35 
10 
10 
20 
10 
5 

12 
10 
40 

5 
60 

5 
5 

40 
10 
3 
5 

10 
10 
15 

5 
15 
35 
10 
10 
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Donor 
Don Maggio 
Robert Martin 
Jack McCourt 
Paul E McDevitt 
John McMurray 
Robert Moritz 
Lowell Nei fert 
Dutch Ne lson 
Linwood Newell 
Goldy Notion 
Earlwin Oklaire 
Jim Owens 
Robert Parker 
Ted Peer 
Laurence Personeni 
Richard Petrucci 
Charles Reese 
Maurice Slaney 
Nicholas Smallridge 
Bill Smith 
Joseph Subsak, Sr. 
George Updike 
Gerald Vincent 
Ben Wahle 
Francis Welsh 
Herman Westrich 

Unit 
24 th AG 
63rd FABn 
24th ID 
19th Regt 
5th RCT 
19th Regt 
34th Regt 
13th FABn 
Div HQ 
21 st Regt 
2 1 st Regt 
34th Regt 
DivQM 
DivHQ 
Div HQ 
34th H&H 
724th Ord 
24th Signal 
DivQM 
19th Regt 
34th Regt 
34th Regt 
11th FABn 
34th Regt 
21st Regt 
21 st Regt 

Amt 
5 
5 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
25 
50 
10 
5 

10 
5 

10 
10 
25 
10 
10 
35 
10 
10 
10 
5 

25 
lOa 
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New Life Members 
Thomas Appler 
George Boyd 
Leo Cullen 
Noon Dixon 
Heidi Edgar (Assoc) 
William Harbin 
Dorothy Lloyd (Assoc) 

Unit 
DivHQ 
34th Regt 
19th Regt 
2 1 st Regt 
34th Reg! 
3rd Eng 
3rd Eng 

New Life Members 
Hibbert Manley 
Larry Mongan 
Robert Quintero 
Arthur Reddish, J r 
Michae l Sacchitella 
Charles Williams 

Unit 
5th RCT 
19th Regt 
19th Regt 
3rd Eng 
2 1st Regt 
2 1st Regt 

New Members: 
Donna Adler (As soc ) 
Larry Ayers 
William Cartmell 
Blass Chapa 
Donald Chapman 
Carl Douglass 
Gary Erwin 
Leroy Frankforther 
Richard L. George 
Michael Goldberg 
John Paul Hayes 
James C. Jones 

Unit 
21st Regt 
70th Armor 
19th Regt 
19th Regt 
622 MP 
3rd Eng 
Div HQ 
34th Regl 
19th Regt 
7th FABn 
3rd Eng 
19th Regt 

New Members: 
Harlan Kreider (Assoc) 
Dan L McKinney 
Richard O'Brien 
Jerome J. Rader 
James Reid 
Theodore Risch 
Harvey Salter 
Nicholas Smallridge 
Jane Smolinski (Assoc) 
James Stark 
Joe Tomasello 
Henry Williams 

Unit 
38th Regl 
19th Regt 
21 st Regt 
34th Regt 
29th Regt 
19th Regt 
24th Signal Co 
DivQM 
34th Regt 
19th Regt 
19th Regl 
Div Med Bn 

4 



A Page For Artillerymen 
(Required reading for Redlegs, 


all others please tum to next page.) 


In a prev ious issue we talked aboul the Army's heavy and superheavy guns of the old Coast 
Artillery. But that was not the only place big guns were to be found -- they also existed "inland" in 
the form of Railroad Artillery. How do you transport a gun weighing 20 tons -- well on a ship , of 
course. What does it matter if a gun weighs a hundred tons when the ship displaces 25,000 tons? But 
inland transport of such a gun is imposs ible except via railroad. US "railroaders" were mostly Naval 
12 to 15 inchers. Why -- because there guns were already in production and crews to selve them 
already existed . In fac t often the guns crews were Sailors. They wore Army uniforms but with USN 
on the colla rs -- as in the gun and crew shown below. 

Deflection was accomplished via a curved track with small on-carriage refinement. Recoil??? 
Simple -- lock the wheels Fire, a.nd let that Hummer s lide down the track as far it ca red to go l Get 
tbe bell out of the way and let ' er rip! Didn't that create t1at spots on the RR wheels??? Well , hell 
yes ! -- but who cares???? Push her back up into position, load, lay and shoot again!! I 

Can.noneers prepare 10 move the 14-inch us Nava,\ gun, motlllied o n railroad 
caniage. The rube is winched into travel ing position (as shown) by gasoline 
engine on front truck. Outriggers on sides added stability. Projec tile we ight 1400 
pounds, range 42,000 yards. 

How big can railroad guns get? In WWI The French made a RR howitzer that was 520mm (20'/2 
inches), and that wasn't the biggest -- or latest. In WWII the Germans created a Railroad Gun of 
800mm (3 I '/2 inches) . The Battery mmlbered 1,420 men with a full Colone l Battery Commander. 
Once emplaced the "Schwere Gustav" Crew was cut to 500 Cannoneers. Two AntiAircraft Battalions 
and two In fan try Companies were attached to the Battery . Two 1 0 Ton cranes were part of the 
"section equipmenl." BlIt - - - - more of this, plus pictures, in a later issue. 

In the Artillerie it is wisety said. 
lbat a Banery seen is a Banery dead. 5 

#\lImm 



This article is from THE GAZETTE, Sunday November 7, 2004 

A WELL EARN ED BREAK: 15t Lc Ellsworth "Dutch" Nelsen was near 
Ku mhwa, Korea, when (his pho to wa!\ taken. Ne lsen fought with Ihe B 
Battery, 13th Fie ld Artillery Btlttrtlioo, 24 th In fa ntry Divis ion in rhe 
Korean War and rece ived a Purple Heart. 

Vets recall heroics 

of fallen comrades 


Memories fresh from WWIl, Korea 
By DENNIS HU SPE NI T ilE GAZETTE 

Saturday' s Veterans Day Parade served as a 
reminder o f the stories o f heroic A mericans In 

wartime. 

One of tho se heroes ' stories belong to Dutch Nelsen. 

Retired LL Co l. Ellsworth "Du tch" Nelsen, 79, of 
Colorado Springs, watched Saturday' s parad e from the 
grandstand. 

Nelsen, a decorated Army so ldier from the Kor ean 
and Vie tnam wars, rolls out of bed some nights after 
ha ving nig htmares fro m his time in Korea. 

Watching reports about th e war in Iraq probabl y has 
triggered the memories. he said. 

T he former art illery man dreams o f being 
surrounded by enemy troops - as he was at least 
three times during h is 484 days of combat in Korea 
more than 50 years ago . 

"This time the y got me. My leg is hurl. ] can't move. 
I'm out o f ammo," Nelsen said. 

Nel sen earned the Purple Heart in Taejon, Korea, m 
July 1950. 

"] go t into a fight w ith three Russian A rm y tanks, and 
] onl y had a light Howitzer (cannon) and I lost ," he 
said. 

An explosion behind him sent shrapnel hurtling 
tow ard his leg . Luck il y, it hit a bayonet he had 
strapped to his bel t, shattering the bayonet ;md 
sending metal shard s into hi s thigh. 

"If that ba yonet wouldn' t hav e been there, the 

shrapnel would have ripped my leg off and I would 
have died in another min ute, " he said. 

M edics took Nelsen to a makeshi ft treatment center 
in a schoo l in T aejon. They removed the metal from 
his leg, se wed him up and gave him medicine. He soon 
go t restless. 
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"] didn 't think I was hurt that bad and fi gured] had a 
better chance o f getting out w ith my troops," Nelsen 
sa id. "T here were some crutches there, so ] grabbed 
them and got up." 

Nelsen limped through the streets of T aej on, 
stopping at every corner to look [or enemy troops, and 
fo llowed the sound o[ his batter y firing in the distance. 
" I fi nally go t back ." he said. 

Yea rs later. he sti ll mourns the men lost in that 
batlle. "N ine-hundred and twenty men died in two 
days during that ba ttle." Nelsen sa id. "Each one had a 
history. A famil y . A mother ." 

Parades like Saturday' s help remind the American 
public o f the sacrifices of those men. 

"Mos t people have no comprehension how good our 
soldiers ar e," Nelsen sa id. "When it' s time to go, 
Americans get up and go when anyone in th eir right 
mind would say, ' T o hell wi th yo u, Jack.'" 

Nelsen, whose ve teran fri ends named the local chap­
ter of the Korean War Veter ans Association after him. 
has parti cipated in as many parades as he could ­
even in the bi tter cold. 

"] r emember one kid ra n up to me and gave me a 
medal made out o f paper and colore d with a gol d 
cra yon," he said. "That was reall y mov ing." 

As president o( the V eterans Council - w hich repre ­

sents 42 area ve terans organiza tions - he gol to sit In 

the g rand s tands this ye ar. 

"So many people have paid such a heavy price. If we 
don'L remember them, w ho w ill?" 



Photos Submjlfed By- Bob "Chic" Kodama. 3rd ENG 
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24th Armored Cavalry Recoll Co 
The Trip To Korea. 
When I hea rd about the chance to apply for a trip to South Korea to pa rticipate in the 50th Anniversary Comm~moration of the 

Signing of the Armistice Agree ment I immediately submitted my application. I was notified that I was accep ted dunng March 2003. 
These trips were being sponsored by the Federation of Korean Industries. 

Our travel began with a flight from Tampa, Florida to Atlanta, Skvlin C! OfS('O Ii1 Photo 
Georgia at IO:30am. on July 22, 2003. We c hanged planes at Atlanta 
to a Korean Airlines Boeing 747 for the nonstop flight to Seoul, 
Korea. After the grueling 18 hour flight we were met al the new 
Inchon International airp0l1 by a we lcoming committee o f acti ve 
personnel from aU of the military services. T he Korean Immigration 
Service was very he lpful and made our arrival ve ry easy. They se t up 
additional check points that \-ve re for the ve terans and their parties 
only. We were ass igned to am hotels by the travel agency that made 
all o f our trave l arrangements . The ac ti ve duty members took us into 
their control and made sure that all o f our baggage was loaded on 
trucks and sent to our correct hotel. The personnel then assigued us 
to our tour busses for the 1 hour trip to the hotels located in 
dow ntown Seou l. M y wife and I were assigned the Hotel Lotte, one 
of the larges t hotels in Korea . 

We had arrived on Wednesday and had all day Thursday to rest and recover from the trip. On Friday we stalied the 
commemoration ceremonies with a trip to the Korean National Cemetery . We took part in a Wreath Laying Ceremony and a tom 
honoti ng the Korean Military Who lost their li ves in the war. We then wen t to the War Memorial for a tour and lunc h. The War 
Memorial is dedicated to honor all the wars (hat Korea has fou ght in since about 500 AD. They have a bJack granjte wall that has the 
names of all the military personnel who died during the period of the war tha t began June 25. 1950 and ended July 27 , 1951. wall 
is sectioned for each country who had troops serving in a combat roll. That 
evening we attended a banquet sponsored by the usa 

Saturday we spent the entire day on different si ghtseeing trips. That 
evening we went to the military base for a bar-b-que supper hos ted by the 
VFW post in Seoul . 

Sunday, July 27, the ac tual day of the signing of the armis tice we went 
to Panmunjom for the Anni stice 

Signing Commemorat ion . Following tbat we were gi ven a reception and 
tour of the Freedom complex. T hat evening we attended World Peace Day 
Ceremony at the Korean War Memorial. 

Monday we were given a chance to res t or relax by attending shopping 
centers and markets. Forget about all the malls that we are accustomed to 
here in the US. These a re open fronted stores with stall s on the side walk. 

Every thing thai is displayed has a starting price for bargaining. The 

actua l price will prove how good you are at bargaining, maybe only 50% 

of the ticketed price. In the evening we attended another banquet, this one was hosted by the Federation of Korean Industri es. During 

this dinner all veterans from every country that served in tJle war wa:s presented a Korean War Vetera ns Medal. (KWV Meta l Photo) 

All Veterans were also awarded a pure silver Medal as a thank-you from the Federation of Korean Industric:s. 


World Peace Monument 

All American visitors left on Tuesday fo r our retum home. [ be lieve that we were all very happy 10 get 
back bo rne and to rest and recupera te from the tiring trip of the past week. I am very certain that those 
Koreans that are old enough to remember what tbeir country went through 50 years ago are very thankful 
for all o f th e UN forces who fought to p rotect the freedom that they live in today. I now know what it was 
that I fought fo r, so long ago. It was not for a little l.:ountry that no one had ever heard about , it was for the 
freedom of the entire world. 

Th~ most touching moment of the entire trip happened when my wife and I entered an eleva tor jn the 
hote l, An elderly Korean bus inessman, o ld enough to remember, pointed to my identification badge, 
which we all wore during the time we were there, and asked if I was a veteran ? When I affinned that I 
was he repea tedly said "Thank You, Thank you T hank you" and gave me a bear-hug. [ will never forgel. 
It brought tears to the eyes of my wife and myself. 

Don Le nnon 
24th Armored Cava lry Recon Co. April 1950 - August 195 1 
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Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 

Finally, afte r over te n yea rs o f researc h, F re nch 
trans lat ions, wr iting, and fi nding and de al ing wi th a 

publi sher. my histor y of XVIII Airborne Corps in the Gulf 
vVar wil l be distrib uted in September. I beli eve you wi ll l ike 
the result of my efforts - especially my de tailed coverage 
o f the 24th ID from deploymen t through redeployment. 

The boo Ie .. XVllf Airborne Corps //1 Desert Storm ". is 
available now from the publisher, I-fellga te Press. wit h a 
20% pre-reiE'ase discount. I hope you will con sider 
ordering ;J copy t.hro ugh my website: 
http: //www.laneLOomey.com (I ge t an additi ona l 10% 
royalty fo r a ll sales or ig inat ing through my we bs ite - wh8 t 
a deal!) 

Please consider notifying members of your a::>:"f)c iation 
through YOLlr newslette r and on your w fc' bsite. I wo uld 
we lcome a link from y our webs ite to mine. 

1 want to ge t the Vv·ord ouL throughout th e Arm y Clnd Corps 
\'L't e rans - the ones for whom [ wrote the book. My hope is 
that thi s will beco me a book lhat mili tary profe ssiona ls will 
a bus e with marginal notes , und er lin ing. highlights , a nd 
dogeared pages. 

Si ncer e ly, 

Lane T oome y I.Te. U.S. Army CRc tin ·d) 


Sorry I can'r make it to reunion this year, bu t loo king forward to 
next year. 

I flrtended the dedication o f WWII Memorial a nd what a 
great day. I felt a sen se of pride that I cou ld be a mong all those 
W\VII heroes , as they were the o ne what made this country 
strong. 

My group was near the Wash . Monument so I was able to 
get a good view of th.e great crowd. 

Enclosed a re a few pictures of th e crown yours to keep. 

Have a great reunion. 

JJiJ) Hosler. F. 19'" 1949 - 195 1 
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NOTICE: West Coast Mini-Reunion 
To be held at the Ramada Express in Laughlin, 

NY 89028. Sunday 411 7/04 to 4/19/04. Rooms 
$ 16.00. For reservations call 1-800-243-6846. 
Dinner Choices are I) Chicken, 2) Beef - $35.00 
Please send to : Dan Rickert 

P.O. Box 720418 
Pinon Hills, CA 923 72 
(949) 215-7553 

.- .. 

I wou ld apprec iate ie If yOll can put chIS in {he Taro Lea f. My Brother­
In-Law from GA wrote this book and % of the book is of personal 
events from all Branches of se rvice . He plans on givi ng copies away at 
he VA Hosp i!:ll with Ihe help of Veterans. 
Best Wishes 
Angelo QuadareJla , Life Member 11 thFA 

Books For Veterans 
You can help a ve teran pass the lonely tImes of day by donating a 

book - given in your Name - (0 a patient in the VA Hospital 
"Thev Ans wered The Call" is a book about some o f the events that 

oceurred during WWIl and personnl interviews o f the brave men and 
women who served in the armed forces of The United Scates of 
America in rcmembnmce of [he 60th Anni ve rsa ry of D-Day 
Your book will he hand-deli vercd 10 a patient in the VA Hospita l in 
A tlanta, Gcorgifl Price: $\0.00 cach 
COnlacl : Sal Amico 

83 Pine Rid ge Road NW 
White, GA 301 84 - (770) 386-8358 

Billy Johnson (L) with friends in Korea Rudy Hemandez 
"M edal of Honor" recipient (C), Bill Boyden (R) at the 50th 
Anniversary of the Cease Fire 

Photo Submitled By - Bill Boyden, 3rd ENG 

ATTENTION 24TH IDA MEMBERS 
Sorry for the late delivery. Life happens. 

~ Billy 
P.S. Don 't forget to send your reunion photos for 
the next issue. Especially if you have some photos 

of the Indian dancers. ~B 

http:Beef-$35.00
http:http://www.laneLOomey.com


Hear Yet Hear Yet (Con'.) 

J am James Watkins an a life member. I would like to report 
that my address is changi ng for the better. 

Jame:; Watkins 
58 Joyce Street 
Moosic FA 18507 

I would like to thank everyone who work on the staff very 
well done. If the desert vets would get involved before the 
history becomes lost, that would be great also . 
Thanks Again 

Jimmy Watkins 
260TH QMBN 

Rober! Green K Co 191h JNF .\Jould like any book aboul (he 24111 ;'1 the 
Korean War. Can a lly a/you help him OUf? His address is 219 So 
Blaine SO'eel. Wellington, KS 671 52-3820 

- Billy 

Thanks for a copy of your OUTSTANDING division magazine. 
I'm sorry that I do not recogni ze the name on the insert you 
sent. The sands of time have not been good to my memory. 

I was excited to read of the reunion in Ari zona, until I noticed 
the date of 2003. Next time. 

I have a new address : 	 Paul G. Petredis 

6411 Wollochet Drive, N/ W 

Gig Harbor, WA 98335 


I am in the process of writing a book about the Korean War, 
and the 24th is listed prominently. I believe it will be of 
interest, because of the research I developed. One will be 
shocked at what really happened to get us there. It should go 
to print around June as, I have an editor and publisher already. 

Thanks again, Billy, and I look forward to meeting you 

CB Mason, srd ENG says with the help of Celebrex 
he played 27 holes of Golf in the last week and a half 
Way to go CE! You can ' t \,eep an Eager Beaver- dow·n . 

-


I w (:j. s r ending lhe Summer Z0 04 i<::sue I lf the Taro L eaf l'E' LI~IIt1 y 
and C~ll\\: aCj 'oss a co uple of photogr.;;ph s \ ll<J t art' iTJ CDrn..· ,~tly 
id(>nlif ied in the' ma.:azillt.; . Thc~e are th e two on th t" left sidtc' o f 
page 3;) , L ift.: As We Kne\," [lo 

T Ill: pho togrdop h in the upper lef' of page 33 is Haymond 
Sa lyers of llI iuois, nOl Ed Bouzan. Tnt.· 19th IS corre cL we wer e in 
E ((Imparl \'. I took that phow in Do...: cember 10 :-, 1 near hill 7 47 in 

the centr ol sector o f Korea . 
The pl"}l) lO immedi::nely belo",'" Ra y 's, t.he one wi th the 3.5" 

rocke t 1i-lUncher . is of .iiul K !lh:ntr up ('I f Kcn:ucky. I /..ok that 
photograph Iluri ng :.1 tn llJ ing eXNcise in ii i!' Summer of 195 J. Jim's 
3.';::;i5'."nt gunner in the background IS Dill Mcl(ellz i. I kno w thn t Jim 
hil S p~\ :-; s('d awa y : 1 !13Ve ne\'er been abl>": 10 In,'alL: Bill. 

Bil ty . I don't W:1 nt y<HI to t<11,(! this 0"'; a compki int . I'm sure yon 
receive lots o f st ui L [ , hin l< I SL:nt you a pac1,agr> of photographs a 
couple of y ears ago and l ikel y these got mlxo.;;J in With so meone 

e lse' s slu ff. 
It is also po ssible (hat Bernadette [lmIIiJI; l n may have sent 

these I f) yOu. As an a ~-I\(lu Imv\"' YOU had :Iny recen t commnnica t ion 
\\'It h 1:!~l"lIadt' u~? She and J communi('tl, teo exu . .:nsivel y sen .! r <.J1 
y ears ago oml ;"\ 11 o f a suddf! n she rll s:lppeared. I h'l" fathpr John and 
I served togPl.her in E Company ::JIld silt' \\-as fly ing to 10c:Jtc 
persons who served wi th h;::r father, who dir·t1 in an auto accidelll 
w hen she \\ as but 17. Since she disappe iJ red J have completed a 
CD- ROM entll!l-d "My War - The Uufo r g: el: .Jble Forgl)llcn War," 
and I would like to send her a COpy . (I 'd be happy to send you a 
copy If you'd like one.) 

T hanks Billy fo r all Y(!".l do to ~: (:!ep the' 2-1I[)A what it is today 
and fo r the f ine j ob as Editor of th(' Taro Leaf. I ts one o f the bes t. 
o f I t 's I, ind l 

Since rel y. 
Tom Thiel. L ti lt ~]C'mb€ r 2184 

would like all the members of the 24th Infantry DiviSion 
Association to know the outstanding job James Cooper of 
Albuquerque, NM has done in putting out the word of the 24th 
Infantry Divisions Annual reunion this year and last year. Last 
year Jim sent the reunion notice to all major newspapers in New 
Mexico, This year he has sent the notice to the newspapers in 
New Mexico but also to all major Military Publications. Currently I 
have received S3 responses from these military ads. Recently, 
Jim sent the notice to newspapers through out the United 
States. Although I have not yet received any request for 
information from these ads, I did receive the following from an 
individual who read it in the Express-times of Easton, PA. 

"Dear Mr. Morrison, 
J came across your e-mail in my local paper in which the 

article had to do with your infantry co. reunion. J wanted to 
express my gratitude and extend my heartfelt thanks to you 
and all of your fellow soldiers for their service to this great 
country. My brother did &0 tours in Vietnam, also was in 
the infantry. He survived and got home without too much 
personal baggage, but we don 't talk about that time either. 

Well I'm not much for melancholy so J will just say, a big 
THANK YOU to all ofyou and wish you God Speed. 

All the best to you and your buddies, 
Michael Domanski" 

I do not have his mailing address but if anyone with Internet 
capabilities and thank him at: mattdl015@msn.com 

Thank you Jim for the outstanding service you have given to 
the Association. 

Wes Morrison 
President -13 
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21 st Infantry Regiment 
FA r.J.L~A H, Iraq - - SgL Ha fiJ e) Per<l lta buill a re pu tati on as a Illan who a lways pu t his MJnnes' inlere'5ts <lhead o C his own. 

He show c:d tha t again , when he If)(l.dr· the ull imate sdcrlflCe of his life Tc!'"'sd<lY . by shiel d loJ,: hi s fellow MDrine s f rom a 
gre n<lde bl<lsl. "U's stuff you hear about ill boot camp, i:lbou t World W" r II ,U1d "j·:":' :" ..Hva Mannes who won the Medal o f Honor ," 
sa id Lance Cpl. Rob Roger s, 22, of Tall<lhasse e, Fl <l ., one of PerRlta's platoon mat es In 1 sl Platoon. Alpha Company, l "'.1 
B? t!a lion. 3rd M<ln ne RI'g lm ent Per<l lta, 25, 35 pI M oon scout , wasn' t e Ve)l dSSlgned 10 the ass aul t tearn that en tered tIlt: 
insurgC'nt safe house iii nort hern Fali~:::':I, Marines said. Despite an ass ignment that would h(.lve <lllo wed him lo "void ::o uch 

dangc rod s duty, he r('~~ula rly asked Syl l ;;d le<.lders i[ he co ul d j oin the ir assau lt te(lms, they sa id. One of the firs t Ma ri nt,~ 10 
en ter the house, Peralla WZIS wounded in the [ace by rifle fi re f rom <l room n ear the ent ry door, :said Lance Cpi. Ad;m: 

Morrison, 20, of Tacoma, who \vas in the house when Per alta was f irst wounded Moments later , an insurgent rolled a 
[r;.lgJl1(' [j[(J tion gr(,IMde into the urea where a wounded Peralta and lhe oth er Marines were seek lllg cover. As Morrison (lr. r. 

[w ether M arine scrambled to ( ·~·,· ; ~ : 'e (he blast, pounding against a locked door, Per<.ll ta grabbed rhe gl·E'll e. tl , · \Od crac.i:<:L it 
into his body, Mornson said. While OI"I \" M;;: ·"le W::i!S b<l dly wounded by shrapnel f rom the blaSI, rhe M<:I rmes said lhey be lieve 
more li ves would have b!'en lost if not ; I)r Per .::1l1 i:l',) se l fless act. "Hc saved hal f my fire te.::nn," sa id Cp!. Brannon Dyer, 27, of 

Blairsvilil' , G3, Tbe :\i .c ri ::(;,:; s<1 ld $llch a s8. cnfice wou ld be perfec tly to ch ,wilder fol' Per('llta, a Mexico n8tive who hved in 
Sun Oleg0 <l nd g iline d U,S. ci ti 7eJJ:::1l ip after jo in ing Ihe Man nes, "He'd stand UP for his MZlrines l.0 <:In i21 '·;I1 : ,., point ," Rogers 
said. 

Rogers and 1) 1 : 1\ ::' ') r emember(>d Peralta as a squared - awa y Marin e, so metI culous about uniform standard s tha t he sent hi S camoufl age 
uni form to '·v 1J'e ssed while tr;w ling in I<uw ai t before en tering IrJq. But most ly they remembet'ed ac ts of s('lHt' ~. "Sn('~ :.;: o(fering ~ a reer 

advice, giving a buddy a r ide home from the bar, teaching salsa d8.nce steps in (he barr <lck s. Whtle A lpha Company ""as still l{Htlwring 
Informati on, and CI fo r ma l findi ng on Peralt a's deal h is l ikely months 3\vay. no t a single Marine In Alpha Com pany doubted the accoun t of 
Per8!ta' s ac t of Sacr ifice , "I be li eve It ," sai d Alph8.'s commande r. Capt. Lee J ohn :~ol1 . "He was that Kind o f Manne. " 

TIlls is an extriJct form the Seattle Tribune on Sunday, No vember 2 1, 2004. Lance Corporal Adam Morrison IS my Nephew. ill/y nephe w IS 
from Pu,vaJJlfp, IfA. - Wes MOtTison 

.. 

"Duty" 

21 sl Infantry 
Regiment 

We lost our Daughte r on June 19, 2004. Rita 
had an aneurysm in he r brain. Nothing 

could help, but her organs we re used in 
four other people. 
Bob and Ludene Treadway 

The Treadway's address is: 7667 H wy 13 N., 
Carlisle, AZ 72024 

Scott Defebaugh, 21 st fNF paying his respects 
to his platoon buddy Haro ld Montgomery 

I 

Winford M. Carr 
Military Police Platoon 

H Co, 21st Reg - 24th Divison 
Taken in Komoto - Kyushu Japan 

Winford left Japan July 1947 

The Town of Granite Falls held a brief flag mising ceremony on Friday, 
July 25 , 2003, in the downtown park. Billy Lefevers and Stear! Smith, who 
were killed in the line of duty during the Korean War., were recognized and 
honored during the ceremony. Lefevers and Smith both served in the 24th 
Division. The town continued to fl y the 50th Anniversary of the Korean 
War Commemoration flag tluough Angust 1,2003. Virgil Anderson was in 
attendance and represented the 24th Di vision. 

I.. 
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The back of the December 1940 Christmas Program for Company "I" 21 st INF Schofield Barracks 
The front of the program can be seen as the cover of thi s issue of the Taro Leaf. 

Please tell me what is thaI? Right Column, 3rd Down -Billy 

Photo Suhm iffed by - Marion Wilson, 21s! lNF 
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December 7,1941 


The private in Company E, 2 I ." Regiment of the 24'h Infantry D ivis ion had been with the division for I- V, years. 
During a typical day, privates used their rifles in drills for marching in a column .. . "column right, column left, 
to the rear march , right oblique, left oblique ... " Each private marched with his own rifle .. . "his own buddy that 
was his for 24 hours a day", whether being uti lized in drills during the day, or being stored in the rifle case 
upstairs in the barracks at night. Rifle amm unition wasn ' t available in order to maintain the safety of the 
personnel and civilians on the range. 

On Sunday, the private was waiting for breakfast in the quadrangle near the mess hall, looking forward to 
attending the Luau at the chief's home in Honolu lu later in the day. It was a sunny day, and there were many 
military personnel resting in the sunshine on the barrack rooftop . Over head, there was the sound of planes 
circling in the Hawaiian sky. Next, unfolding, a horrible scene becomes the plot. 

The private looked up as he heard a p lane diving and saw a grinning pilot turning to skim the barrac k rooftop. 
The planes led to bombs, led to chaos, and preceded to lead to death. The first painful loss for the private was of 
his friend s itting next to him . The private embodied human ity as he ran ou tside of the quadrangle to warn 
others of the ci rcumstances that were unfolding, "We' ve been hit. The Japanese have hit us" 

He estimates that the attack on Pearl Harbor lasted about a half hour- and that the Japanese brought what 
seemed to be about 45-50 planes on an a ircraft carrier. The planes c ircled, dove, shot, and bombed. Two 
American planes went up, but were indistinguishable from the many other planes. Even if there could have 
been ammunition for the Americans to return the fire , it would have been useless against the tactics of planned 
warfare brought by the quickly moving planes. The Japanese went back to the carrier to get more ammunition 
as needed. When their attack was finished, they loaded the planes back onto the carrier, and left, "leaving death 
and destruc tion behind." 

There is pain in the veteran's eyes as he rel ates that there was much to be done to restore the barracks and 
environment, and then everyone returned to their regular assigrunents. 

During and after the attack, he and others paused to tend to fa llen comrades, "He is still your buddy; you never 
leave h im alone." He'd noted that not a ll nations have soldiers that risk themselves for the fallen . Bonds 
amongst American soldiers fonn strongly, because each American is in it for all ; humanitarians that ha ve been 
thrust into war. The American people awaited, and President Roosevelt offlcially declared war on Monday. The 
private thought "How could it be happening to me, and how could it be happening to us?" Strangers were 
aiming for the destruction of the land of the free , and were simultaneously acti vating the strength and caring of 
the home of the brave. 

The U.S. Arm y veteran with the medals is now a senior aged gent with sorry, deep eyes that obviously haven ' t 
forgotten. How could he forget? Every American soldier in the war was to kill , be killed, or be in danger of 
being killed, or knew of those who were killed . We are a ll human beings of souls, with little protections of 
flesh. Each word that he uses to express himself is muted to protect those who are innocent of knowing of these 
experiences, and looking into his eyes, each word mllst have paragraphs of emotion behind it. He and others 
had been involuntarily thrust into a war, creating for them a world that is now too easy to contain some 
darkness. It must be hard to take off the darkly tinted glasses after havi ng been in battle. "All I do is look down 
and look at my feet and where my feet take me." The private'S YFW magazine and Taro Leaf of the 24'h 
Infantry Division Association magazine are like diaries that are written by all of his other surviving cOlmades of 
war, who also know similar pain . The magazines have feature articles, and also list those who have passed 
away. His awareness of loss of beloved life includes from that first moment with his dining partner, to the 
fallen soldiers he ' d bonded with prior to war time, and , those who were destined to live and to hold th ose 
memories until the day that they died. 

The veteran's medals and badges are tangible remembrances. 
Continued Nex( Page 
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December 4, 1941 (ConI,) 
A medal dangles from a gold ribbon that sports a soldier underneath the words "American Defense." Worded 
on the back, is "for serv ice .. . proclaimed by the president. . . during emergency ." It is an American Defense 
Service Medal given for serving in the defense of our country during the years of 1939 to 1941. 

A medal dangles from a red, white, and blue ribbon , and was received for warning men to take cover during the 
Japanese bombing. It is the Bronze Star Metal, embossed with a beautiful five pointed star that surrounds a 
little 5 pointed star. On the back, the words "Heroic or Meritorious Achievement" form a circle that surrounds 
recipient "Alfred J. Freeman" in its center. 

A medal dangles from a red, white, and blue ribbon, and Mr. Freeman softly jokes that this medal is given "for 
the good boys", and it is embossed with the wording "conspicuous service." 

A medal dangles from another red, white, and blue ribbon and is worded "American campaign", and on the 
back states "United States of America" and sports the picture of a handsome eagle. It is issued to a soldier who 
chooses to serve overseas. 

There is a peacetime issue medal dangling from a red and white ribbon , and, and there is an eagle pictured with 
the wording "efficiency/honor/fidelity". Embossed on the back is the words "good conduct". 

The inscription on one medal is "for those who served - a date which will li ve in infamy." 

Pictured on the CIB badge, the combat infantry badge is a wreath around a rifle. Mr. Freeman relates that it 
means 'The soldier/aced the enemy in combat. You see him-he sees you. Both have rifles, machine guns and 
other weapons". He adds , "The moment the bullet leaves the rifle, you can ' t retrieve it" . From Mr. Freeman's 
express ion , it is definitely a hard way to acquire thi s badge, and he relates, "it's either him or you". 

And this next particular peacetime issue medal seems to say it all. On a red , purple, and yellow ribbon , the 
medallion is embossed with the words "Freedom of speech and religion, United States of America 1941 -1945" 

The U.S. Army Veteran was one player in World War II. One person can make such a difference for the nation. 
He is humble and proud at the same time. He embodies the intertwining of humility, strength and empathy 
toward others. In an America where we can strive toward those qualiti es of spirit, and hope that we don ' t have 
to endure such pain to perfect those attributes . "Freedom is expensive", Mr. Freeman relates , and that "to this 
day, if there is a parade or band playing the "American Emblem" (also known as the American Anthem) J 
automatically rise in respect of the flag ... that's how a\l GI's are." And , "If you ever get to see the memorial 
wall in Washington ...." he chokes up as he relates this and that essentially fini shes his sentence. We must 
never forget those who have fought for our freedom ... and that war fought by our brethren has been sacrificed 
for peace for us all. 

Dedicated to tbe memory of beloved wife Helen M. Freeman by Alfred J. Freeman of VFW Post 509, 
Stroudsburg, PA 

Written by Dr. luli Ann Weitzen 7-1 7-04 
Copyright 2004 Dr. Juli AIUl Weilzen 

Mr. Freeman resided in Tobyhanna, PA and moved to Frederick Mennonite Community, Frederick, PA. The so 
obviously profound depth of Mr. Freeman' s experiences is something that I've attempted to record on paper for 
him, and for those who may learn from him. God Bless Him. God Bless America. 
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LOOKNG FOR BUDDIES 
Bill y, I was given your address by J. McK eon 

I'm look ing for anyone who was connec ted with 
the 24th.ln1. Div., 2 1sl.Regl. Co. "J" or .oF" from 
195 1 to 1953. I want and need information 
concerning my late father, Richard W. West. Do any 
o f the fo llowing Soldier s andlor their families atlend 
the 24'" IDA Association Reunions? Compal7v "/' ­
Rober t Reyes, William Stacy, Otto Schmidt , Patr ick 
Romero, Alfred Fulton, and Charlie Griffin. Charles 
Haas, Personnel Officer or Compallv "P - Robert 
Elli son, Frank T eth, Edd Perkins, Dav id T homas, 
Mathew Lawson, William Kimball e.0. (None o f the 
men are on our current roster , Editor) I lost my 
father in 1973 to a rare form of cancer caused from 
r adiation exposure . The Government says he can't 
be placed in a contaminated area. He was 13 years 
Army, and was trea ted, and died in a Ve terans 
Hospital. I was told the V A never destroys a fi le, 
however ; after 6 months of their searchin lhe file 
came bar k empty. How odd ; wer e the records 
des troyed" Anyway, what has happened to all these 
Soldiers that dad served with? [s it possible that 
they too died at an earl y age? I would love to find 
someone to talk with about thi s. No doubt that some 
of them were young I<ids when they went to Korea, 
so may be in t.heir 60'sI70 's now. Can you help me? 
I'd sure like to get some cl osure on this. I 've 
wondered all my life about my dad and his cancer . 
About 4 years ago I did manage to locate a son of 
one of the Soldiers. He lost his father the same year 
I did mine. He had lung cancer, and since he worked 
in a coa l mine, it w"s assumed his death WClS ca used 
from the exposure to the coal dust. (He was the 
same age "S my dad-56. That So ldiers name was 
Pari s Dalton. I'm afraid I have lost contact w ith 
Pari s Da lton's son. He lived in Virginia. He phoned 
me once and we talked for several hours. 2 
strangers. but ye t we felt connected. I do often 
wonder what happened to him. Like my dad ... hi s dad 
didn 't discuss wa r too much. (They were MP's 
together ) I apprec iate any and all you can do for 
me" Thanks aga in , I do have several old photos o f 
Dad and other So ldiers. I w ill copy them also & 
send. I don't know any o f them. Maybe someone 
will recognize an old buddy. I'm sure they are fr om 
the Korean vVar ti me frame. 

Sincerel y, 


Rita (West) Myers, 2947 E. Hwy.CC, Fair Grove, 

MO. 65648, (4 17-759- 7369). If E- mail is used. put 
"Richard West" in the subjec t line. I scr een my 
Email. Mamamia88@hotmail.com 

Ken Grass gave me your name and said that 
you could help me in my search for informalion 
about where I was captured , and some details of 
morn ing reports for my ou lfit. 

I was in K Co. 19th Inf., and was captured on April 
22,1951 at a place called Chipo-Ri. I have been 
unable to find any such place on the maps I have 
seen. It would be a source of great satisfaction to 
see this, and to know how many of the men in my 
unit lived through that night. 

One man told me that only 17 of our company 
survived. He also said that the 24th was having a 
reunion in Albuquerque this September. Since I live 
in Clovis, NM, il would be very easy for me 10 
attend if the dates are right. Any thing you can do 
would be very much appreciated . 

Contact information for Don: PO Box 653,Clovis 
NM 88102 - Email : leemck@plateautel.net 

Thank you, 

Dan L. McKinney, ER38585268, Sgt. POW 28 
months. 

NOTE: Someone gave us Bob Spangole name 
and :lsk lhat we send I30b a couple o[ Taro Leaf 
magazines and a Member ship App lica ti on. I must 
confess that I did not ge t them sent. While waiting 
for an address for Bob, the envelope, properl y 
stuffed and r eady to address, fell behind my desk. I 
found it toda y. Please, if you are the one w ho 
reques ted the T aro Lea f to be sent , or i f you know 
Bob Spangole's address, I would apprec iate it very 
much if you would send it to the T aro Lea f. so that I 
may ge t mail sent out to Bob. T hank you, Minie 
Johnson 

l8 
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LOOKNG FOR BUDDIES (COllI.) 

My name is Richard Demmin, brother of Dale 
Demmin who was taken POW on 07/20/1950 in 
Korea and later died 01/11/1951 while POW. This 
information I got off the internet . I am looking 
for any more information about my brother's 
capture and/or while he was a POW. Anybody 
who knew him, any pictures, anything at all. 

Dale Demmin (RA16290310) was in Heavy 
Mortor Company, 34th Infantry Regiment, 24th 
Infantry Division . Again this is information I got 
off the internet. I would really appreciate any 
assista nce you can give me on thi s. Thank You' 

Note: Al time of publication we had nol received (he 
necessmy contact in/ormation for !vIr. Demmin. We hop e to 
have this/or the ncxl issue. 

Dear Mr. Johnson, my Uncle, SFC Carlos (Charlie) M. 
Cajero RA19368617 Pima Counly AZ (Tucson. 
Arizona) was assigned 10 B Company, 19th Infantry. 
24th INF Div. when he was KIA 17 October 1951 . I was 
three years old at the time . I am interested in developing 
and maintaining a web site memorial for him and the 
other young Ameri ca ns who served with the 19th 
Regiment in Korea and died in this 1951 time period. 

I would like to understand what actions the 19th was 
involved in during 1951. I am currently researching the 
military history websites for information but would like to 
narrow my search to the actions (locations, names. 
hills) just before and after his death on Oct 17. 1951. 
Any information about the 19th during this time period 
would be appreciated. My cell ph one number is 240-475­
8684. My office number is 703 333 5670. Any help would 
be appreciated . Some background information on my 
company and self is enclosed. 

Joe Molina, 1126 East Capitol Sl. NE. Washington 
DC, 20002. 

I am very interested in any information can 
secure concerning Cpl. Paul Keith Grimes' fate. I 
know he was captured on 21 July 1950 at the Battle 
of Taejon . and that he was shot to death by a guard 
on 02 Nov.1950 while on the Tiger Survivors Death 
March. I am in contact with Shorty Estabrook. 

I would like to hear from anyone who knew Paul 
from the time he arrived in Korea. I would like to 
know the circumstances of his capture and why he 
was killed. Last year I found a web site with a lot of 
information about Paul , however; I cannot pull it up 
again. Any information I receive on Paul will be 
forwarded it to his sister. Pau l and I grew up 
together. We were the very best of friends. Where 
you saw one, you saw the other. We always said 
we were cousins. Thank You Billy - Don Huddy 

Email address:alndonhuddy@yahoo.com 
Mailing address: Donald M Huddy 
11201 Lake Highland Drive, Apt. # 1029 
Dallas. Texas 75218 
Phone:(214) 343-8428) 

Dear Diary, 

The following was recovered from the diary of a young 
beautiful lady after taking a week-long cruise. 

MONDAY: Dear Diary: What a wonderful cruise this is going 
to be' I felt singularly honored this evening. The captain 
personally asked me to dine at his table. Great food and lively 
conversation. 

TUESDAY: Dear Diary: [ spent the entire afternoon on the 
bridge with the captain. It was a very interesting place to be, 
but I didn't understand all the technical instruments. 

WEDNESDAY: Dear Diary: This evening the Captain made 
proposals to me unbecoming an officer and a gentleman. 
While he is an attractive man, I'm not that type of a lady. 

THURSDAY: Dear Diary: Tonight the Captain threatened to 
sink the ship if I do not give in to his indecent proposals' 

FRIDAY: Dear Diary: This afternoon I saved 1,600 lives. 
Twice. 
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Christmas in Korea 1951 

o 

T·34 Russian Tank 

19th Infantry Regiment 

Taken 25 December 1945 
Front Row : Em. Rhine, Alfano, Back Row: Muelle r, Amon, Harman 

SlIbmifled By - Hesman Harrman, J9,h 

Seoul 

19th Infantry 
Regiment 

Unless otherwise noted-

Photos on Ihi.~· page Submi"ed By .... Ed BOllgan 20 



William H. Lambert, 19th of Boca Raton Florida was reported to the Taro Leaf as having past away. Bill said 
his death was greatly exaggerated and tbat he is mIming for election to the Florida Congressional Seat at age 93. 
Bill served as a Combat Medic on Bataan and Corregidor and was awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star and 
Combat Medical Badgc. Bill was captured by the Japs at tbe fall of Corrcgidor. 

.. March 28 , 1946 - Age 34 

Alier 14 Months o/U.S food/ollowing liberation in January 30, 


1945, from Cabauatoau Jap Prison Camp. - William 


tDecember 2, 1980 - Age 69 
1 also picketed the V A. Central Office, Washington, D.C., and 

the Florida Regional Office in SI. Petersburg. - William 

July 1995 
At the Korean War Memorial Dedication 

Washington, D.C. 

Photo Suhmifled By ~ BiI'y Johnson, 3rd ENG 
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A Very Frightening Day - December 7,1941 
u.s. Anny 241h fNF Division Reg. Schofield Barracks, Hawaii 

By - AI Miller 

I enlisted in the Army Dec 28th 1937 for duty in Hawaii. I arrived there April 1938. My tour of du ty was to be only 2 years. But 
In 1940 my tour was up and I could of got out but I reenlisted for 2 more years. I liked it the re because of O,e weather it was so nice 
never no snow or ice to put up with. Right then r sa id I am going to stay here as long as I can. I enjoyed my service. J even made 
CpI. which at that time meant 42 dollars a month instead of 30 dollars a month. 

Then on Dec. 1st 1941 , which was payday, I told my Buddy lets wait till Sat. the 6th to go to Honolulu . Neither of us had any duty 
on Sun. the 7th we could sleep in. We went and had some bee r and other things that a serviceman does on Payday. 

Well, we got back to the Barracks about 3 in the morning. We were fee ling pretty good after all the beer we had to drink. So we 
hit the sack and went Lo sleep right away. 

Wdl about 10 minutes till 8 I was awoken with a lot of bombs and gunfire. J had no idea wh at was going on until some said we 
are being attacked by the Japs. I could not believe it until I saw a couple of guys go down with blood all over them: Then r knew it 
was true. All the rifles were locked up in the rack unlil the C.Q. came up and opened them. We all grabbed our weapons and got 
ammo from the supply room. They also gave us helmets and gas mask. 

So this was my most frightening day as I was only 20 years old at the time; but I grew up real fast. after that. 

After we recei ved our weapons we got under cover as best we could and started to fire at the planes that were coming over. They 
attacked Schofield first because they came from the North . They came over what is called Kola Kola Pass, and the 19th TNF Reg. was 
the first one to be hit. Everyone was so confused they didn't know what was taking place. 

Then after the firs t wave went past, about 5 or so minutes) there comes another batch of planes. By that time we knew what was 
taking place. There were wounded and dead men everywhere. The Barracks were all shot up and there were fire s in severa l places. 

The whole attack at Sch ofie ld lasted about a half hour o r maybe a little longer. I didn ' t keep h·ack of time at that point. After the 
attack came the worse job; clean up some of the dead lying around. The Medics were there but were very short handed. The 1st Sgt. 
Had roll call out of my company there were about 15 wOllnded or dead. Some of the o ther Companys had a lot more than that. 

We set up tents to li ve in. In my estimation, it was one hell of a mess to go through. Then they gave a li st o f the wounded and the 
dead. Some of my best buddies was on that list two of them were just wounded but one of my best buddies was killed at the beginning 
of the Attack. 

On Monday the whole Island was put under Marshall Law. After we got set up and every one accounted for; we were sent to 
Honolulu on Security DetaiL Our job was to take into c ustody all persons of Japanese decent. We took them to an empty Barracks to 
be heJd to be shipped somewhere else. The Japanese population in Hawaii was at (he top of tbe list lhere were more than any other. 
There was one incident that was pretty funn y to us this fellow was walking around Wllh a sign on that sa id "Me Chinese". We did 
check him out and he was Chin ese. But at the time it was really funny . He didn't want to take any chances. 

We were on Security in Honolulu for a long time. We also c hecked all the beaches in the area. Honolulu was hit pretty hard in the 
Attack there was a lot of cleaning up there. Everything was reatly a mess; the Anny set up Tents for those that had nothing to go to. 
It was real sad with the children. They just did not understand what it was all about. I didn ' t see any; but I assume tbat there were 
children killed also. 

As the years passed things got back to as close to normal as can be expected . In earl y 1943 I was ca lled in and told Ihat I had 
enough point to go Stateside. Well I jumped at the chance as I had nOI seen my family s ince I joined the Army in 1937) so you can 
just know how I felt about that. When I applied for it; the Company Commande r suggested that I go to a Recruit Training Center so 
they put me down for Camp Lee VA to training Draftees. They said I would be made Buck Sgt as soon as I got there also I would get 
a 30 day leave. Well hearing that I was really flying higb. 

I left Honolulu in March on an Army Transport Ship for San Francisco . But I must admit going to San Francisco on that Transport 
I was sca red out of my wits. But thank God we made it to the States safe. I left by train the next day for Petersburg and Ca mp Lee. 
They gave me a Government Voucher for Travel. I was to report to Company C 43rd Recmit Training Reg. Oh yeah, Camp Lee at the 
time had a Reg. of WAAC's s tationed there which was very interesting. 

I took my 30 day leave at home. Believe me that was something that r will never forget. They were all there at the Train s tation to 
meet me. My Mother, w ell she just could not stop crying, like she sa id they were tears of joy. When m y leave was up 1 went back to 
training recruit s. In 1949 I decided to leave the Army with 12 years in. I know it was a big mistake. But I had my mind made up and 
I got out. 

I wenl to driv ing a truck for a living. Life just went on. There were a couple of times that I did miss the Almy life. 

Well , that's my story what there is of it. I must admit there were some things about the Attack [hat I just couldn ' t get myself to 
write about. It brought back too many bad memories. I close now. Say, Thanks for reading this little s tory. - Al Miller 
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"THERE IS NO DEATH" 
StaI11.aS II , 12, 13 


.John Lurkcy McCrl't'r)' 


TH EY ARE NOT DEAD! TH EY HAVE BUT PASSED BEYO ND THE MISTS THA T BLIND US HERE. 


INTO THE NEW AND LARGER LIFE OF T H AT SERENE SPHERE. 


THEY HAVE BUT DRO PPED TH EIR ROBE OF CLAY TO PUT TH EIR S HINING RAIMENT O N: 


THEY HAV E NOT WANDERED FAR AWAY-THEY ARE NOT " LOS T" O R "GONE." 


A ND SOMETIMES. WHEN O U R H EARTS GROW F A INT AMID TEM PTATIONS FIERC E A ND DEEP. 


OR O N WILDLY RAGING WAVES O F GRIEF OR PASSIONS SWEEP. 


WE FEEL U PON OUR FEVERE D BRO W THEIR GENTLE T O UC H. THEIR BREATH O F BAL M: 


THEIR ARMS ENFOLD US. AND OUR HEARTS GROW COMFORTED A ND C A LM . 


19th Infantry Regiment 21 st Infantry Regiment 

Merlt: Hamilton Louis Dammeycr Willis Fed Lowrey 
Paul A. Diers John A. Brown 

Phillip H. Hostetter William L. Broome 
Frank Hellman Harold L. Wright 

13th Field ArtJltery Norman W. Pallay 
Edward H. Wiegman 

Sam H. Davis 

3rd EnglneeI5 "Combat" Bn. 34th Infantry Reg iment 5th Regimental Combat Team 

Clyde M. Matlock James C. thomas James E. Gardner 

Leo Seilelbach 


Heavy Mortor Unknown Unit 

John E. Miller Gray I. Clawson 
Donald Printer 
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rJtb Field Artillen 

Merle Hamilton 
Florence Hamilton has let us know that her husband Merle passed away August 2004. 
15 Maplewood Drive, South Burlington VT 05403-5927 

lJ' r· irld Arlillery 

Sam H. Davis 
SAm passed early in August 2004 
427 Woodhaven Court, Sheboygan, WI 53081-8227 

19th Infantrv Regiment 

Lows Dammever 

I received notice from Dale Dickie that Louis Datmneyer, of St. Marys Ohio, passed away on 25 September 
2004, after a lengthy illness . Louis served in G Co, 19th Infantry in 1951-52, as did Dale. 
fior more information Dale at daIed@defnet.com 
OUR RANKS GET THINNER. 

Regards, 

Bill Roseboro 


PauJ A.Diers 

Eunice Diers writes that her husband Paul passed away 10 June 2003. 


Philip H. Hostetter MD 

r am sorry to report that Phil died at 12:00 AM, 29 September 2004. We will all miss him. It was hard to 

imagine him not taking pictures at this last reunion. Cards may be sent to: 2045 Jay Ct., Manhattan, KS 66502­
36·m. His brothers and son are there. - Wes Morrison 


Frank HeUman, 

Frank, 78, died August 7, 2004 . He served in the Luzon campaign during the liberation of the Philippines and 

al 0 served in Japan before coming home in '46. Frank is survived by Dorothy, hi s wife of 56 years, three 

daughters, four sons his brother Pete and eight grandchildren. 


Norman William PaIIay 

8-141912- 3-2 2004 

Norman was in the Philippine Campaign with HQ CO. Nomlan's brother Don was in New Guinea at the same 

time. Don said orman was in the worst part of the war, called Norman a hero, but Nonnan said "All of the 

Amencan soldiers on these Islands were heroes. Norman was in awe of being lucky enough to live through 

WWII. 


Edward H. Wiegmann 

Edward bas passed away. 

8300 Maysville Rd, Room 212, Ft. Wayne IN 44815-6619 
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21 t In fantrv Regimenf 

Willis Freed Lowerv 

LTC Lo wery died July 17, 2004 in Fayetteville, NC. He 
was 93 yea'rs of age. Hi s military caree r began when he 
joined the Mississippi Na tional Guard in 1928. In 1956, 
he was transfe rred to USA Europe whe re he se rved as 
Chie f, Sov ie t Order of Bat tle Sec tion, (G2, Inte lligence) 
In 1957 he was assigne d as De puty Commande r, then 
Commande r of the 2nd Battle Group 502nd Airborne 
Infantry, 11th Airborne Division. which wa s re ­
des ignated in 1958 as 1st Battle Gro up, 21st In!.. 2'1 th !D. 
Condole nc es may be sent to his family % his nephew, 
Nash Lindsey- 238 Pine Crest Dr.- Fayet tevi ll e. NC 
28305. or telephone 91O-·j 8 ·1- 1698. 

America has lost another Soldier. 
"Hero of the Greatest Generation" 

.John Allen Brown 1929-2004 
Jeanne Brown sent a letter that her husband John passed from 
this life, at his home in Kingman AZ on May 25, 2004 
403 Box 6217, Kingman, AZ 86402 -0217 

"Truthful" 

He who walks righteously and speaks uprightly... 


He will dwell in the heights. 


Isaiah 33: 15-16 Jack 

William L Broome 
William' son David has let liS know that his dad died April 1, 2002. He served in WWll. 
973 Manderly Dr .. Milford MI 48381-1313 telephone 313 -476-6818 

Harold L. Wright 
Harold died Sept 13. 2003 
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34th (nfantrv Regiment 24th Mcd. 

James C. Thomas 
James. 73, fonnerly of Boothbay Harbor, died Dec. 22, 1930-Aug. 25, 2004. Jim was attending the University 01 
Pennsylvania when drafted into the Army. He served as a medic during the Korean War, from 1952 to 1954. He 
received his Masters degree at Rutgers University and was a Marine Biologist for the Depmtmenr of Fish & Game ir 
New Jersey. Department of Fish & Game in California and lastly at the Department of Marine Resources in Boothbay 
Harbor. He was the senior scientist who directed the Lobster Research Project at Department of Marine Resources . He 
is survived by his wife of 45 years, Frieda K. Thomas, daughter Dawn her husband Francis Lorello, twir 
l:,'T3nddaughlers who were the joy of hi s life, four nieces and four nephews. 

Contributions may be made to: The American Cancer Society, IMain Street, Suite 300, Topsham, ME 04086 or 
Hydrocephalus Association , 870 Market St., Suite 705, San Francisco, CA 94102 
Note: Wf' mel ti1e/ir.r;f week in hasic training and stayed together throughout the en/ire rime, in slates. Japan & Korea. Our families and we 
remained L!ou:jriendsjor all these years. Re5pectjiJ/ly, WillI Snyder 

u-o Seitelbach 

Leo (86) passed away on September 28,2004. He was a member of the 34th while serving in Japan and went to Korea . 

Condolences can be sent to his wife Akiko at 493A Somerset Lane, Monroe TWP, N J 08831-1819. 

Iflln, MUll; sent Ihe nolice fo us. 

Clyde M. Matlock 
Iyde Matlock of Imperial, MO has passed away. 

YOB: 1932 
Date of death: 27 August 2004. 

5th Regimental Combat Team 

James Elkins Gardner 
James (9-25-28/2-18-03) has passed away. James is survivcd by his wife Jeancnc. Condolences can be sent to: 
145 Kelly Lane, Homer, LA 71040 

Heavy Mortor 

John E. Miller 

l1nit Unknown 

Col. Gray I Clawson 

Col. Clawson has passed away. 


Donald Printer . . . 

Donald' nephew, Donald F. Printer reports hi s Uncle died Aug 3, 2004. He had been," a NurslI1g Home tor the pas 


9lJ2years. 
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~~~""29th Infantry Regiment

BAPTISM TO COMBAT 

The 3rd Batta li on 29th Infantry at Hadong Pass, Jul y 1950. 


By James F . Hill 

(Continued From Last Issue ofthe Taro Leaf) 

'n the mo::ning of 27 Ju l y the batta l io n moved out towa rds Hadong led by Company L, 
ommanded by World Wa r I I combat ve t eran Captain George F. Sharra , a nd a p latoon o f the 
eavy Weapons Compa n y . J ust before reaching the pass going i n to Hado ng L Company 
ncountered a small NK pa t rol coming t h rough the pass. After firi ng t wo 75mm recoi~ less 
ounds at the en e my Sharra ordered L Company to secure the pas s and ta ke up posi~:ons 
'n each side. 

'he road thr ough the pass was a t ypical , narrow, one l ane Korean road . I t had 
umerous s h arp tu r ns up to t he pass and then went d o wn h ill towa rds Hadong a mil e 
,Iu s awa y . To the r i ght o f the pa ss a higher peak ove r loo ked t h e road a nd Lo t he l e f t 
he terrain d ropped off to rice padd i es a long t he Sum j in River . 

.fter taki ng up position s along the pass the 3rd Bat t a l i on comma nd g r o up c ame f o rw a r d 
o include Genera l Chae and some other Korean o ffi ce r s . Wh ile looki ng ove r the road 
oming f rom Hado ng a column o f NK sold i e r s were observed marchi ng d o wn t he r oact, a nd 
rom a ll i ndicat ions , we r e unawa r e tha t t he Americans had secured the pass . When t h ey 
ere in c los e r r ang e i t was dete r mi ned t hat they were a company of North Ko r eans . 
enera l Chae shouted to t hem i n Ko r ean a ski ng t hem their i den tity . l ne un i t immediatc'. y 
i t t he d itches o n e ithe r side of t he r oad and Cap tain She rra directed his 30 c a_ 
achine guns to ope n fj r e . In quic k response t he Nor th Koreans a n s wered wi t h thei r 
achine g un s and mo rtars on the pass . From t he higher g r o und on t he r ight the Ame ri c ans 
I so rece ived small a r ms fire . 

he initial burs t of the enemy fi re i mmediately killed General Chae a nd also wo unded 
ajor Raibl. Colonel Mott a nd some of his staf f were a lso wou n d e d. The mo rtars also 
es troyed several of t h e battalion ' s v e h icle s, i ncluding th e Air Force r adio ;ccp . 
uring the fire fig h t US pla ne s flew ov e r the area b ut did n ot fir e since th e y did not 
ave any radio con tact with th e for ward controller. Major Rai bl was wo unded agai n 
uring the early stages a nd Colonel Mott shortly after bro ke hi s foot wh e n a n 
mmunition conta i ner dropped o n him . For a period of time he was o ut of contact with 
is fighting unit s , 

n t he north (righ t ) s i d e of th e pa ss Lt . J . Morri ssey and his 1s t Platoon engaged in 
f ierce fire fight wi t h t he en emy t hat wer e dug i n on the highe r g round above t~ em . 

oweve r, even a fte r tak in g heavy cas ua l ti e s f r om c lo se in j igh t i ng , the 1 st Platoon 
e l d t he i r p osi t ion . On t he south (left ) si d e of t he pass Cap t ain Shar ra a nd the 2nd 
l atoon gave f ire s upport to the 1st Pl at oon across t he road. The young sold i e r s , who 
3ny o n l y a f ew we ek s before had j us t comp l e ted bas i c tra i n i ng, hel d t hei r posi t ions 
nd t ook a hea vy t oll o n the Nor t h Ko rean s . 

ur~ng t he f i r s t s t ages of the f i gh t , Captain Robe rt M. Flynn, th e 3 r d Bn . S - 3 , we n t 
3ck t o hu rr y u p the suppo rt i ng un i ts . He ord ered' Company K, commanded by Ca ptain 
~seph K. Dona hue , t o at t ack u p the hill towa rd the ene rrl Y and t he n con t i nu e d o n d o wn 
he r oad. Captain Do nahue wa s k illed l ater o n i n t he da y . Fly nn came upo n L ~ . 

l e xander G. Ma ka rou n is of I Compa ny and o rdered him to move be t wee n L a nd K 
~~pan ies t h r ough t he rice padd ies on the l e f t h and side o f t he r oad. MSg t Ja mes A . 
pp l egate l ed t he lcad p l atoon b ehi nd the small paddy dikes f o r protec t ion. Shortly 
fter noon Lt. Ernest Ph ilips of L Compa ny found Capt. Sharra and i n forme d him that 
2 had talked to Colonel Mott . Sha rra sent Philips back to b ring Mot t f or wa rd . Mo tt 
3S carried ': orward a nd wh e n brie f ed on the combat conditi o n s told Sha r ra t o take 
~er command of th e battalion and t o re tire from the area of the pas s . Sha rra ordered 
is tl,ree platoons to withd r a w t o the fo o t o f the pass. 
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f{a. dong Pas s Con tinu ed _" 

The ru nner he s e nt to Lt . J . Mor r is s e y and the 1st Pl a too n ne ver r ea c he d the p latoor 
positio n. The r e st o f L Company , a ft er c omi ng d o wn the h il l, were loa d e d on truck , 
a nd he aded b a c k to Chi n ju . 

On the wa y back to Chi nj u t he gr oup met a se c ti on of B Batte ry, 13 t h Fie l d , commande, 
by Lt . El l swor th (Du tch ) Ne l sen . As recalled by Nel s en the ba t tery t r ied to tu n 
around on t he nar r ow r oa d by un hoo k ing the guns from their t ow and ~":Jrni ng t hel 
aro un d b y h a nd . The ba tt e ry wa s di r ected t o re turn t o Chin ju ha v ing to abando n o n, 
10 5 ho wi t ze !" an d f ou r 2 1/2 Ton truc ks that had be c ome mire d in the r ic "" pat tI es 
(Du t ch s erved as the Pre sident o f the 24th Infan t r y Associ a ti on f or t he 19 9 6- 9" 

term .) Anothe r As soci a ti o n membe r wh o was the r e is Ea r l Lee , C/1 9th, who now live s iJ 
Ta coma , Wa s hingt on . In a l e tter to the au t ho r Le e re c alls go i ng towa r d s Hadong wi t h , 
c omp an y f rom the 19 t h Infantr y a nd comin g i n co ntac t wit h the 3 r d Ba t ta l ion ' s k i t chel 
t ra i ns he ad i ng b ack t o Chinju . Lee als o r eme mbers se e ing the ma ny c as ua lt ies a nd t h , 
"ma s s of con fu s ion " th a t was pr es en t there. 

Colone l Mot t wa s f inally a bl e t o con tact Ca p t . Flynn by radio an d o r dered d "l un it 
s t i ll in o r a r ou n d t he p a s s to withd r aw . Fl yn n wa s a bl e t o call ou t to Lt . Morriss e " 
and t ell him to ta ke hi s u n it and retire ba c k do wn t he h ill . Mo r rissey had onl y :2 0" 

h i s platoo n l e ft and he and a no t he r s o ld i er were wou n ded . Th e Air Force contro ll e 
had f ought a s a r i ~ -=- eman a 1." da y but whe n th e me n r etrea t e d he wa s e i ther d ead 0 

mis s ing . Capta in Mitchell , ~ he battal i on S- 2 , had - also f ought a l l day as al 
'- Fantryman b u t lived to figh t a not h e r day . 

Aft er what wa s l e f t of L Compa ny had been loa ded on truc ks a nd sen t t owa rds Ch in j 
Flyn n o bse rve d much of I Compa n y s till i n the ri c e p add ies o n t he l e f t o f t he ro a d 
He a l so sa w a t le a st a batt a li on o f No rt h Korea n s coming d o wn t he hi l l behi nd 
mortar b a r rage and machine g un fire t hat was p r e ceding t hem. I Compan y men h ad t , 
cross a 2 0 - foo t s tre am to es cap e and ma ny dro wned trying t o cros s, Oth ers we r e kill e . 
by the en emy fire . Flynn and a gro up o f other Americans were a b le to g e t a wa y an ' 
whil e they r es led , abou t a mi l e behi nd t he p a s s they aga in came un der enemy f i re . Flyn 
a nd a bout te n o t he r s walked all ni ght on the 25th a nd on the mo r nl ng of the 2 6th we r 
a bl e t o reach the fo r wa rd lines o f t he 1 9th I n fant r y . Othe rs who e scaped went Sou th t 
t he coas t where they f ou nd a s ma ll f ishi ng vessel t hat too k t he m out to s e a to a Kore a 
Nav~l ve s sel, whi ch re turn e d the m to Pus an. MSgt Ap p legate o f I Compa ny led almo s t 
hu nered men to s af e ty this wa y. 

~i rs t repo rts of t he Hadong f i gh t were e ncouraging . La t er a s t he survi v or s return e d t 
t he 19 t hs l i ne s t he reports cha nged to a gloomy p ic ture . Ma j or Ed Logan, 5 - 3 of t h 
1 9th , i n h i s repor t to d i v is ion headq ua rters s t a ted "No e s timate o n t otal number 0 

c a s ua l t ies . Over 1 00 WIA now in aid s ta ti on ." The next day a head c oun t of th e 3rd Bn 
29 t h I nfan try sho we d onl y 35 4 officer s and me n p r e sent f o r dut y with some o f them be i n 
wa l ki ng wou nded . A fina l a c cou nt b a sed on s tra ggle r r e po r ts lis t e d 2 kil Led , 52 wounde 
a nd 349 missi ng . A No rt h Korea n POW late r s aid t hat a t Hadong th e y t ook over 10 
American p ri s oners . I n September of 19 5 0 when Ame r ic a n force s b r o ke ou t o f the Pusa 
Per i me teL" an d we nt ba ck through Hadong a s earch r e vealed over 313 Ame ri c an b o d ies 
mostl y a l ong the river and in the rice pa ddies . 

The o ff ice r l o s s wa s g r ea t . It i nc luded the ba t ta l i on Executi v e Offic e r , the S- l , t h 
5 - 2 and the Asst . S- 3 . The I , K a nd M Comp any Comman de r s we r e killed or mi s sing , Capt 
Donahu e (Compan y K) an d Ca pt . Hugh P . Mil leson (C ompany M) we r e k i l led with the 
Compa ny Commander r eported mi s s ing . Lt Mak aroun is (Compan y I ) was c a ptured but l ate 
es c a ped whlle a POW in North Korea . Mo s t of t he b a tta lion ve h ic l e s, c rew served weapon 
and communi c at i on gear was lost a s wel l as mos t ind i v idua l s o l d i ers lo s t a ll thei 
we a pon s and e quipment tr y ing to re t urn to t h e America n l~n e s . 

On 28 J u ly 1950 the remain i ng men o f t he 3 rd Ba tt a lion , 2 9th Infantr y were r~organi z e 
into K a nd L Compan i es . On 2 9 Jul y K Compa ny was a tt a c h ed t o the 2nd Batta : i on , 19t 
Infa nt ry at Ch'n ~ u and L Company to the 1st Ba t talion , 19 t h I nf a nt r y ne ar Ch inj u . Th 
2 9th remaine d altached t o t h e 19 th Infant r y un t il 2 Au g us t 1 950 . Gene ral Orde r Nr . 134 
Hqr s ., 25 th In f antr y Division , da t ed 10 Septembe r 1 950 and e ff e ct ive 5 Sep t embe r 195 
"_ - ansferred t h e remna nt s of t he 3rd Battal i on , 29th In f ant ry to the 25th DlVlS l on a 
t he 3 rd Bat t i'." ' on, 27th Infa nt r y , 25t h In f antr y Di vi s ion a nd t he 1s t Ba tta lion be c a rr 
the 3rd Battal i o n , 3 5t h In fa ntry , also in t he 25th I n fa ntry Di vision , unde r autho r l t y 
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) f the same o r der . The battalion colors of the 1st and 3rd Battalions were re tur ned to 
lki nawa o n 6 Se p tember 1 950 . 

'hn s ends the brav e tale of t he valiant struggle of the young men of the 3 r d Rattal . o n, 
9th In f an try and the ir sh o rt time in the annals of the h istory o f the 24th Vi c tory 
'ivision . 

'he a u thor of t hi s ar t i cle , Jame s F. Hill , Roswe ll , Georgia , i s a f o rmer member o f 
he 1 9ln Infan t ry Regimen t , 2 4t h Infant r y ~i v j s i on a nd was at Chinju du r I ng t he t i me 
,f the a cc Lons o f the 3 rd Batta l ion, 29th I II [ an t: ry at Hadong Pas s . 

End 

L" J. nr;NCt;"~ : 


ortl~ , rh\! ~' ~ rst 'i'J .:1 ... ,I~ Lost , Bt.·vL l A le:~ "JwJer , Htp~ cr'~fl e Boo ks, New y :,=t , :98f. . 


c~th t o the Naktong , North to the y u ~ u , Roy ~ " Appleman, US Army , 196 0 . 

h e t ·O l:qc.. tLl::n lrlar , Clay .:Jla l r , uoubleday " ubll !"h€ s , Ne w Yo rk, 1 9B 7 . 

!..: ttl!r L? AuLho r , E:arl ;"e ': , Tacoma , }; $~dl'9'<.. n , 31 January , 19'1 

u r:!: ,oos conve c satlon s wl t h F;L.~ ~lur '-h " OIJ1.d" NO!'l~,en , Colo ode Spl ~ ngs, C;·.l..;)r . .>_ l~. concerning h 'I ln v V"'1llent (:It H3 dor.g 

as:i . '! eltlphOn e COnV1:' :: :;4t _o n w ~ th CSM P r a n k C . Plass , US ;\1 1 y :=~ e f..1 .. t.'J , Ellt:or sl~e , C':1C 19 0 , :?l e~ ... ,le,;:: o f the ';:'; 'nh 

nfan t.::- y Re g ime nt. .. ! ASSOC~ilt.:on , concern~ng hi::- :::. n v o1vement at Ha c ;:::.r" J Pa~ s " 

e t ter, ~lbe~t Mc Adoo , A=can , Massachu 3 Et ts , 5 June 13~i gl v lng a b~ ief h ~s tory a~ L h~ 29th Reg~men[ at HadorJ Pa ss . 

rticle , The Ha don:.:; M,:ni:o !:!r.:r&? , !-itl:ro l d Cc\i.ll:;lc , 29t h InfdI1t..:: y Re g i " "_"lLt -,1l AssocLj_~O:1 Ne wslet t e'(' , J ,Jt~· .l lI k r::) 'W n. 

11.1.: 1e , ;;r;(JI.l~n ;ojI(it , 1st Dn d 3:d f,at.l .. ! ...lfj-:: , I.:J.:)O , a u l ~.~ ... ::. un k nown , ~~LI:i Inf EtI I1.' y !'{eglr.1entEl l Ass- celation Ne wslette r, 


ece:ll!)e l 1 ~~9 :" . 


"Joe, yestiddy ya saved my lire an' I swore I'd 
pay ya back, Here I s my last pair of dry socks. " 

Bill Mauldin 

• 
J .­

I 
• .' 
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34th Armor in Germany 
THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION-MEMORlES OF A YOUNG LIEUTENANT 
By Col. Carlh Holmes, ReI., 341h Armor 

On 29 May 1960, I was commissioned a Second Lieutenant Regular Army in 
the Medical Service Corps. I had just graduated fi'om the Senior ROTC program 
at Idaho State College in Pocatello, Idaho. The Corps was a Iinle long on officers, 
so I was deferred until 4 January 1961 when I attended the Officer's Basic Course 
at the Medical Field Service School, Fort Sam Houston in San Antonio, Texas . 

While attending the basic course, I received orders assigning me to the US 
Army Hospital Munich (2nd Field). I wa s thrilled with the ass ignment and in 
early March, I took a train from Pocatello, Idaho to Fort Dix where I boarded an 
aircraft at McGuire AFB bound for Europe . When I landed at Rhein Main in 
Frankfurt, the day was cold, rainy, and strange. All of the signs were is this 
language I didn't understand and all of the cars were Mercedes, Audi, VW, or 
BMW. I reported into the replacement battalion, and informed them that I was the 
new kid going to the hospital in Munich. This kindly look ing sergeant smi led and 
without a hitch, told me my orders had been changed. I was going to the 3rd 
Medium Tank Battalion, 34th Anuor, 24th Infantry Division located on Henry 
Kaseme in northern Munich. 

I was sure the perSonnel si.:rgeant was mistaken, but he assured me he hadn't. 
Apparently, the Chief of Pharmacy Service at the hospi tal I was to replace had 
extended for 18 months and I was needed as the Medical Section Leader with the 
tanks. What made matters worse, the phannacist who extended was a fraternity 
brother ofminc who I had gone to phaJmacy school with. After being pcocessed, I 
immediately went to the Officer'S Club and proceeded to drown my 
disappointment in way too many bccr~ . 

The next day, the Medical Service Corps officer I was 
replacing in the battalion drove to Frankfurt, policed me up, 
and took me to my new home, the BOQ near the Kaseme. 
The Kennedy ban was in effect at the time, so I was alone in a 
fo reign country for three months before my family could join 
me. 

The tank battalion was located along with an Engineer 
Banalion, an Infantry Battalion (Separate), and an Ordinance 
Company. Our battalion commander, a LTC Lewis Stewart, 
Armor was a flne southern gentleman, who ran the Kascrnc 
like a plantation. Everything was painted white, with well 
groomed grounds, and sharp looking guards. Not only was I 
assigned as the Medical Section Leader, 1 was given 
responsibility to oversee the consolidated di spensary on post, 
and to act as the Battalion Surgeon, since we did not have a 
Medical Corps Captain in tow at the time. Sick call was 

managed by troops from all four units and our physician was a 
contract doctor from Germany named Hans. From (hat point 
on, I was officially known as "Do" , 

I turned the control of tl,e medical section over to my NCOIC SGT Bass, and concentrated my elTol1 s in resloring the dispensary (0 

its former glory. I was told the dispensary was the worst in thc divis ion, so the ciwllenge was great. I asked each of the units on post 
fOf as many corpsmen as Tcould get, and we started in . We painted the place a bright white, {iled the minor surgery room, established 
a laboratory, put in plants, and set up examining rooms. For three months, the soldiers worked themselves to death, but in the end, we 
were visited by the Division Surgeon, a Major PraU, and were (old we were now one of the best dispensaries in the Di vision. This 
accomplishment had Iin1e to do with me, but was reflecti ve of the caliber of soldier found within tlle division. 

The Commander, LTC Stewart, was a tiger, but fair. Soon afte r I arrived, he told me he wanted me to participate in the ballalion 
s~nd box games, and to become familiar with how a tank: battalion works . I also learned how to drive a rttnk, fire the m~in gun, and 
operate the 50 ca liber machine gun mounted on top of the turret. I never worked so hard in all of my life, but my biggest challenge 
was the battalion Adjuwnt, a Captain Cullen. Cullen was a West Pointer, and his big thing was to force me and my medical section to 
take off our maroon neck scarves we wore, and to replace them with the Golden Scarves of the Armor Corps. In spite of all the 
regulation he spouted, I never did change, and LTC Stewart backed me up. 
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2nd Lt. Garth Holmes - Medica! Sectiun Le.mler 
3MTB, 341h Armor. 24th Div /962 

3rd Bn Aid Slalion on mtllleU"er~i 



MEMORIES OF A YOUNG LIEUTENANT (Continued) 

The primary role of the battalion was to support the division in infantry/armor tactics at two of the major training sites in Germany, 
Hohenfels, and Grafenwehr. Several times a year, we would load the tanks and armored personnel calTiers (APCs) on railcars for 
shipment, and then we would convoy the wheeled vehicles from Munich up the autobahn to the training areas. What a sight that was, 
hundreds of vehicles stretched out for miles. Since we were the only tank battalion in the division, we had to remain for long periods 
as the different infantry units were rotated through. 

I was with the battalion when we turned in the old M-48 
model tanks for the new M-60. What a day that was when the 
new diesel powerhouses arrived. The tankers were like kids 
with new toys. I enjoyed myself somewhat as well, when we 
turned in our three Annored Personnel Carriers (APC) 
belonging to the Medical Section for the new APCs. 

The battalion also gave me other opportunities to excel. 
They made me the mess hall inspector, tbe pay officer, a 
defense counsel, and the maneuver damage control officer. 
Under the status of forces agreement, whenever the battalion 
went of maneuvers around the German countryside, I would 
follow up in a few weeks and settle any claims the GerrmlOs 
has for damage the tanks caused to their property. The 
battalion gave me a jeep and a driver who spoke fluent 
German. We would then meet with the local town officials, 
tmvel to the damage sites, and negotiate for a settlement price. 
T enjoyed that duty. It gave me a chance to see some of the 
most beautiful country in the world, to eat some of the 3rd Bn A id Station on malleuvers 
wonderful food, and to meet some of the greatest people. 

I was only with the battalion for eighteen months, but grew to respect the professionalism and pride the tankers felt for themselves 
and their equipment. I had so much fun, I thought at one time of branch transfening to the Almor Corps, but then I had a beer and 
forgot about it. 

3,.d BI1 Aid Stafion on maneuvers 

Sgf. Kinney Bass - Section Commander ofPCs 

3rd Bn A id Station on maneuvers 

Arlicle & Photos Submitted By ~ cor Garth Holmes. ReI 31 



34th Infantry Regiment 

34th InC. Reg't. Breakfast 

As usual we had a very pleasant 'get-together'. Jt was chaired by BiU Mckenna, WWII survivor of the Z igZag (Luzon), 
Corregidor and Mindanao campaigns, in the Phil ippine Islands. He made sure that our program would be of interest to all 
attendees - and indeed it was. 

For starters, Ben Wahle, WWlf e.0. G Co., filled us in on his interview with Oliver North , which was aired on the Fox 
News channel on May 30, 2004. Paul Austin, e.0. F Co., was with him in Fredericksburg, TX, while Angelo 
Montaglione, Pfc., G Co., was being interviewed in New York City. Ben described the 'trials and tribulations' we 
faced/endured during our D-Day landing in Leyte, Philippines. For those of us who experienced it, some scary memories 
surfaced. However, most of that program appeared to be dedicated to the huge Naval battle immediately thereafter. 
Typically, and as usual, the Anny, especially the 24th Division, never got the media attention it deserved. 

I had the honor of relating my visit to Washington, DC for the WWH Memorial Dedication. Since approximately 130,000 
people attended I was fortunate to 'bump' into several 24thers - Ed Farmer, 21 st Reg't., Carl Schaad, 21 st Reg't , and my 
foxhole buddy, Angelo Montaglione, plus some younger ones. The Memorial IS BEAUTIFUL. It is unfortunate that too 
many of our departed comrades did not have the opportunity to sec it. I talked to a group of Iraqi citizens who had their 
right hand chopped off for supposedly 'stealing'. Thcy had been invited for breakfast with President George W. Bush. In 
the War Stories pavilion I heard great war and post war stories from Bob Dole and George McGovern. They are good 
friends despite being political opponents. Also listened to the Code Talkers, whose Navajo language was their only code, 
which was never broken. Other speakers were Bob Feller, Cleveland pitcher, Monte Irvin , Giant outfielder and Ernie 
Borgnine, Movie star. I received many handshakes and Thank Yous,' mostly from 2nd generation WWII family 
members. It was a heartwarming experience and made the trip for me and wife very worthwhile and memorable . 

Rod Stock related his experiences, which occurred during his second tour of Korean duty. He served as the 3rd platoon 
Sgt. and later Ammo Sgt. in Tank Co. (M-46's) on the DMZ, in Korea. He jo ined his platoon at Freedom Bridgehead on 
the north side of the lmjin River. They ran patrols to stop the line Crossers going both ways, and occasionally captured or 
had firefights with North Korean irregulars. Col. Keith Ware, (Medal of Honor winner, WWlI) decided to forn1 a river 
patrol using DUK's armed with 50 cal. machine guns. As a senior NCO, Rod was instrumental in forming that unit. In 
1956 he was promoted to Field 1st Sgt. and handled daily operations. He and a M/Sgt. from Service Co. were later 
detached to a back-up unit, the 55th Royal Eng. Reg't, Brit ish Army. Much was going on occasiona ll y in the DMZ which 
neither the Homefront nor even the Military knew anything about and it best remain unsaid. All in all , it was an interesting 
second tour in Korea. 

Phil Nast detailed some of the history of the Bataan Death March in 1942. Phil, a platoon leader with "I" company, 3rd 
Bn, 34th, landed at Mariveles, Bataan in Febmary 1945 . This was the site of that heroic struggle by Americans and 
Filipinos some three years earlier, and the place where the Death March, for many, began. Phil teaches a class on the 
subject at his home in Duluth, Minnesota. He is active in seeking recognition and officia l closure for those prisoners of 
war at the hands of the Japanese. Nast was severely wounded on the assault land ing on Corregidor. 

Paul Cain was "1" Company Commander and was part of the "Rock Force' that recaptured Corregidor in Febmary 1945. 
Paul told of the initial landing where enemy mines and heavy anti-tank fire took a heavy toll of vehicles. Paul's company 
attacked the NOl1h Dock area and fought a close-up battle with a determined and suicidal enemy. His 3rd Batallion and 
other units were awarded the Distinguished Unit Citation for their action. 

Paul's chi ldren, Mike and Christie, joined veterans of the 34th for the Saturday breakfast and taped their dad's 
presentation. 

First-timers to the 24th Reunion included, Laurence Personeni from Hemet, California, ex-platoon sergeant with Cain's 

company, and John Miller from Denver, Colorado, a platoon leader with L Company. Both, veterans of Corregi dar. 


We all made it safely to our lOAM business meeting. 


Eric Diller, H Co. 34th 
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Teenage Soldier in ZigZag Pass 
ol-IM1~/~1Leon Hesser, with the 24th Division, 34th Regiment in the Philippines during World War 

F "­ 131 V6V" c 
II, was one of the few to have earned both the Combat Infantry Badge and the Combat 
Medics Badge before he was 20. His story is told in the new book: Nurture the Heart, Feed 
the World: The inspiring life journeys of two vagabonds, by Leon Hesser with Foreword by 
Norman Borlaug, 1970 Nobel Peace Prize laureate. 

Hesser's bunkmate in basic training at Camp Hood, Texas in 1944 was Hugh Hefner ­
they were a couple of 18-year-olds. In his book, Hesser says, "At that time, Hugh was just 
one of the boys - he put his pants on one leg at a time, just like all the others. But even at 
that time, Hugh demonstrated differences from the others. (Hugh's entry in Hesser's 
autograph book) was unique. The group had just accomplished its final 20-mile march with 
full field pack. Hugh exhibited artistic ability when he did a caricature, which he signed 'Hef.'" 

Hesser joined the 34th near the end of the Leyte campaign in January 1945. His book 
continues: 

General MacArthur had taken Leyte in his triumphant return to the Philippines, but with heavy casualties. Leon was one of the many 
replacements to join the forces before their move to the northernmost island of Luzon in an attempt to liberate Manila. He was assigned to G 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 34th Regiment, 24th Division. The pink-skinned tenderfoot replacements - many, like Leon, still teenagers - were 
eyed with skepticism by the rough and ragged survivors of Leyte, but they would have to do. 

The huge convoy approached the western coast of Luzon on the evening of January 28, 1945. The ships' guns bombarded the coast all 
that night. The next morning the guns silenced while the troops made a successful beachhead. There were no casualties, for the enemy had 
retreated - leaving a trail of burning bridges - to well-fortified positions in the rugged hills several miles inland in Zigzag Pass. The military 
objective was to clear Route # 7 which, as the name implies, ran in zigzag fashion through the pass. The jagged corners, replete with 
machinegun nests, were an infantryman's nightmare. 

The U.S. Army's intelligence had suggested that there were only a few Japanese soldiers in the pass and that they were not well supplied 
with arsenal. 

Wrong! In the ensuing action, G Company made a flanking reconnaissance, with few casualties. In late afternoon they began to dig in for 
the night on the side of a slope. Unnoticed as yet, an enemy soldier with a walkie-talkie, perched high in a tall tree, radioed G Company's 
posi tion to his mortar company. The next several minutes - it seemed like hours - were literal Hell. 

Alternately, Leon buried his face in the ground and prayed, then jumped up and ran for a safer spot. It seemed that each time he ran, a 
shell exploded where he had been lying. He says, ''I'll never doubt that God held my hand. " When the shelling ended, those who were able 
helped carry the less fortunate over a long, rugged trail to awaiting ambulances. 

After three days of taking a beating in Zigzag, the commander pulled the troops back a few miles to make camp and regroup . Among 
others in Leon's squad of 10 soldiers, the BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle) man had been killed. 

While in camp the squad leader said, "Hesser, you look strong. We'll give you the BAR. " Obediently, Leon took the imposing thing to a 
makeShift range and fired a few rounds to get a feel for it. 

AS he returned to camp a jeep carrying Captain Fremont P. Koch, MD pulled up. He said, " Is your name Hesser7 " 

"Yes, sir." 

"How would you like to transfer to the Medics?" 

"Sir, anything is better than carrying this BAR' " 

Captain Koch did not tell Leon at the time, but he learned later that the 34th had lost 12 Medics when an artillery shell landed in the 
Second Battalion Aid Station, so they transferred a dozen of the new recruits to replace them. Leon finished out the war in the Medics, being 
one of the few who has ever earned both the Combat Infantry Badge and the Combat Medics Badge. Leon recalls, "One sad event during the 
remainder of the war was my writing out the tag of a contemporary who had been given my BAR: 'KJA.' By that time, we were 19." 

During mail call at camp, Leon had a letter from his mother. She wrote, "Son, if you can get your hands on a Bible, you might find comfort 
in reading the 91st Psalm." Leon checked around but could find no one who was carrying a Bible. Several had New Testaments - Leon's, in his 
left breast pocket, had a brass cover intended to slow a bullet aimed at his heart - but no one had a Bible. 

/ls Sunday approached, the Regimental Chaplain announced that he would hold services in an adjoining coconut grove. Filipinos had 
olaced a series of coconut logs in parallel fashion to serve as pews. Attendance was exceptionally good that Sunday morning - standing room 
only' The Chaplain stood before the troops at a makeshift alter and pulpit and said, "For my text this morning, I'm taking the 91st Psalm." 

Leon says, " I knew my mother was tuned in, but I hadn't realized before that she had a hot line." 

After Luzon came mopping-up operations on Mindoro, toward the middle of the Philippines, and then on the southernmost island of 
Mindanao. While they were on Mindoro, in April 1945, President Roosevelt died. While on Mindanao, President Truman gave the order in 
~ugust to drop the Atomic bomb on Hiroshima. Two months later Leon sailed to Japan as part of the Army of Occupation. 

Nurture the Heart, Feed the World, by Leon Hesser, can be ordered from major bookstores or through www.amazon. com. 
$19 .95, hardcover, 130 pages (Synergy Books) ISBN: 0-9744668-8-3 
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241h Infantry Division Plaque 
Admiral Nimitz Museum of the War of the Pacific 

Funds Chairman: C.B. Mason 
Design Chairman: Billy Johnson 

Donations: 

C.B. Mason 

John Venlimiglia 

Jack Hughes 

Charles R. Lowry 

Margueritte Mason 

Randy Hutson 

Alex Bronsberg 
 -
Biliv Johnson 
c.n. Mason 

Mar~ucritte Mason 

Bud Taylor 

W.B. Fore 

Leon Mills 

Roger and Inez Reid 

Raymond Youngblood 

Earsel E. Bonds 

Jim and Pat Lemon 

Alex and Eleanor Bronsberg 

J. Smilh and Rosalie Baldwin --. 
SGM and Mrs. John Baglama 

Donald and Nova Darke 

Robert East 

Walter Marszalek 

C.B. Mason 

Billy Johnson 

Robert Moncur 

Louls L. Ma.-chesano 

C.B.Mason 

Ben Wahle 

Malcom East 

Robert Heins 

William E. Vickers 

James T. Coo[!er 

Alfred J. Garceau 


{;~~r:'~is~t 
--. ­

Roger Reid 

3,J bng. "C" Bn. 

Korea 
WWll and Korea 

3'" Eng. "c" Bn. 
Korea 34" Inf. Reg. 
Korea 2 J ~! Inf. Div 

Wi fe ofCB. Mason ll':' Eng. "C" Bn. 
II '" FA 

WWIl 3" Eng. "C" Bn. 
~WII and Korea 3'" Eng. "C" Bn . 

WWII and Korea 3ra Eng. "e" Bn. 
Wife of C B. Mason 3'" Eng. " C" Bn. 
WWIl - ­ USS Pennsylvania 
WWII Coast Guard 

II'" fA 
WWII 34"' Inf. Reg!. 
WWIl 2 I " . ln f. Reg\. 
Korea 21 s ( Inf. Div 
WWII 2( ~' Inf. Div. 
WWIl 3" Eng. "c" Bn. 
WWII 3"'Eng "c" Bn. 
Korea 24th Recon. 

Korea 5"'RCT 
WWll 3'" EnlL "C" Bn. - f},,, Eng. "C" Bn . 

WWII and Korea -~" Eng. "C" Bn. 


I WWIl and Korea 3'" Eng. "c" Bil. 


Korea 

Korea J9" Inf Reg\. -
WWII 19'" Inf Reg\. 
WWII and Korea 3'" Eng. "C" Bn. 

34'" lnf. Regt.WWII 
Germany 724'" Ord . 
Korea 2 I ". Inf. Regt. 
WWII 34'" Inf. Regt. 
Korea 19m Inf. Regt 

3mKorea Eng. " C" Bn 
WWII 34' Inf. Regt. 

WWII -h4'" Inf. Regl. 

$500 .00 
20.00 
25. 00 
20.00 
35. 00 
20.00 
20.00 
2000 
70.00 

170.00 
5.00 
5.00 

20.00 
10.00 

200.00 
25 .00 
25.00 
40.00 

lOO.OO 
30.00 
10.00 
20.00 
20.00 

200.00 
20.00 
20.00 
25.00 

200.00 
25.00 
25.00 
10.00 
10.00 
20.00 
25 .00 
10.00 
10.00 
10.00 

Gentl emen, This is a list of members and friends who contributed to the WWIl Monument that was dedicated 
to the members of the 24'h Division who lost their lives in WWIL Thirty-one people donated the twenty-five 
thousand dollars ($25,000) for the plaque. Dedicated to honor the WWII soldiers , almost half of the donations 
for the monument were from veterans of the Korean War. How' s that for pride in your Division? c.B. Mason 
started the movement 10 get the plaque install ed at the Museum of the War ln the Pacific, located in 
Fredericksburg, TX. CB. ' s mission was to get the plaque in place, "Before all of us WWll vets are gone !" 

If I have missed the name of any donor or misidentified your unit, please forgive me and call or write to me 
and I will get your name in the next Taro Leaf - Billy 
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HQ 24th Infantry 


Jack Moore My Little (230 Ib) 3rd BN Man. 

Takuma Naval Air Base - Jan 1946 


Jackson Evans William Livingston I&E Section, WWJl 

WTL & Chet Potts 

Hiroshima, Japan - Jan 13 , 1946 


Standing: Potts (Ll, Jackson (R) 
Kneeling: Fox (L), WTL (R) 

Beach at Minndanao P.1. - Aug 1945 
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24th Infan Division Association 

Chaplin's Corner 
Take a moment and read the following. 1 believe that (here IS a little bit of Ben Stein jn each of LIS, at leas.t I hope so. Will _ _ _ _ 
Submitted By - The Commish 

For many years Ben Stein has written a biweekly column for the on-line web s ite called "Monday Night At Morton'S," from that 
t~lmous restaurant which was often frequented by HollY'vood Stars. Now, Ben is lenninating the column to move on to other things in 
his life. Reading his final column to our military is worrh a few minutes of your time because it praises the most unselfish among us; 
our mililalY personnel, others who protect us dai ly and portrays a valuable Jesson learned in his life. 

Ben Stein's Last Column 

How Can Someone Who Lives in Insane Luxury Be a Star in Today's World? 


As I begin to write Lhis, J "slug" it, as we writers say, which Afghanistan and Iraq and on ships. and in submarines and nea r 
means J put a heading on top of the document. to identjfy it This the Arctic Circle are anonymous as they live and die. I am no 
heading is "eonlineFINAL," and it gives me a shiver to write it. I longer comfortable being a part of the system that has such poor 
have been doing this column for so long that I cannot even recall values, and J do nol want to perpetuate those values by 
when [ started. I Joved writing this column so much for so long I pretending that who is eating at Morton's is a big subject. There 
came to believe it would never end It worked well for a long are plen ty of other stars in the American firmament. .. the 
time, but gradLlally, my changing as a person and the world's pol icemen and women who go off on patrol in South Central and 
change have overtaken it. On a small scale , Morton's, while have no idea if they will return alive. The orderlies and 
berter than ever, no longer attracts as many stars as it used to. It paramedics who bring in people who ha ve been in terrible 
still brings in the rich people in droves and definitely some stars. accidents and prepare them for surgery, the teachers and nurses 
I saw Samuel L. Jackson the re a few days ago, and we had a nice who throw their whole spirits into caring for autistic children , the 
vis it , and right before that, I saw and had a splendid talk with kind men and women who w ork in hospices and in cancer wards. 
Warren Beatty in an elevator, in which we agreed that Splendor Think of caeh and every fireman who was running up the stai rs at 
in the Grass was a super movie But Morton's is not the s tar the WorJd Trade Center as the towers began to co llapse. Now 
galaxy it once was, though it probably will be again . Bcyond you have my idea of a real hero. We are not responsible for the 
that, a bigger change has happened. I no Jonger think Hollywood operation of the uni ve rse, and what happens to us is not terTibly 
stars are terribly important. They are unifonnly pleasant, friendly important. God is real , no t a fiction, and when we tum over our 
people, and they treat mc bettcr than I reserve to be treated. But a lives to Him; He takes far hetter care of us than we could ever do 
man or woman who makes a huge wage for memorizing tines for ourselves. In a word, we make ourselvcs sane when we fire 
and reciting them in front of a camera is no longer my idea of a ourselves as the directors of the movie of our lives and 111m the 
shining star we should all look up to. How can a man or woman power over to Him. 
who makes an e ight·figure wage and lives in insane luxury really 1 came to realize that life lived to heJp others is the only one 
be a star in today's world, if by a "star" we mean someone bright that matters. This is my highest and best use as a human . I can 
and powerful and attractive as a role model? Real stars are not put it another way. Years ago, I rea li zed [ could never be as great 
riding around in the backs oflimousin es or in Porsches or getting an actor as Olivier or as good a comic as Stevc Martin ... or 
trained in yoga or Pilates and ea ting only raw fruit while they Martin Mull or Fred Willard· or as good an economist as 
have Vietnamese girls do their nails. They can be intercsting, Samuelson or Friedman or as good a w riter as Fitzgerald. Or 
nice people, but they are not heroes to me any longer. A real star even remotely close to any of them But I could be a devoted 
is the soldier of the 4th In fantry Division who poked his head father to my son, husband to my wife and, above all. a good son 
into a ho le on a fann near Tikrit, Iraq . He could have been met to the parents who had done so much for me . This came to be my 
by a bomb or a hail of AK-47 bullets. Instead, he faced an abjcct main task in life. 1 did it moderately well with my son, pretty 
Sad dam Hussein and the gratinlde of all of the decent people of well with my wife and well indeed wi th my parents (with my
the world. A real star is the U.S. soldier who was sent to disann a sister' s help). I cared for and paid attention to them in thei r 
bomb next to a road north of Baghdad. He approached it, and the decl ining years. I stayed with my father as he got sick, went into 
bomb went off and killed him. A real star, the kind who ballnts ex tremis and then into a coma and then entered immortality with 
my memory night and day, is the U.S. soldier in Baghdad who my sister and me reading him the Psalms. T his was the only 
saw a little girl playing with a piece of unexploded ordnance on a po int at which my life touched the lives of the soldiers in Iraq or 
street near where he was guarding a station. He pushed her aside the firefighters in New York. I came to realize that life lived to 
and threw himself on it just as it exploded. He left a family he lp others is the only one that matters and that it is my duty, in 
desolate in California and a little girl alive in Baghdad. The stars return for thc lavish life God has devolved upon me, to help
that deserve media attention are not the ones w ho have lavish others He has pJaeed in my path. This is my highest and best use 
weddings on TV but the ones who palrol the streets of Mosul as a human. 
even after two of their buddies were murdered and Iheir bodies 

Faith is not believing that God can. It is knowing that Godbattered and stripped for the s in of trying to pro teCT Iraqis from 
will . terrons ts. We put couples with incomes of $1 00 million a ycar on 

the covers of our magazines. The noncoms and o fficers who By Ben Stein 

barely scrape by on military pay but stClnd on guard 1ll 
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3rd Engineer Combat Battalion 

Army Ivluseum at Wakiki Beach Oahu Hawaii - Ft. DeRussi 

"/ enjoyed fhe visil /0 my oid home a/ 
Schojield Barracky. Things have really 
changed since I wc/s stationed there and /h e 
res l of fhe island is jllst unreal. 4-6 lane 
free ways hundreds of high rise hotels and 
you can ".lind a decent beach there all full 
Qf tourist even Ihe other islands arc 
gradually gelling over crowded. When! 
senl 10 Schufield 1 did nol hardly see any 

Iroops, they said most were shipped 10 Iraq 
and Afghanis tan. Though they said 3600 
were being brought in Irom Okinawa. 
Th ey're going to make a new Silyker 
company there." - Bob Maher, 3rd ENG 

Schofield Barracks Museum - Hawaii 


"I sure hope you had a great reunion.Hello to everyone o ut there, in America, Hawaii where I was 62 years ago. I may c ut some 
words short, not that it will serve any good purpose. 62 yrs ago today, we had good feed al Schofield BatTacks, 251h Di v, we were 
organized S8 days before Pearl Harbor. The WW lJ F.D. Roosevelt got started, wel l guess my near 88 yrs is ca tching up w ith me, old 
tropic lightning soldiers, I want to try to correct my spelling 1 hope. 

Just hear Bush in Baghdad, IRAQ campaign. r had my 4 yrs Pacific, well less three months, Mar 1941 10 Dec 1944 Hawaii, 
Mamariana [slands, Building B 29 C Fie ld . Rain than more rain , ge tting ready to eat our dinner, NP C Rations, 1 got fat on for 45 
mon ths. 

You all write me, a t 1024 Center Street SW, Mableton, GA 30126-2 1 OJ . I don't have e-maiL 


I'm GA Red Ambulance Driver, Staten Island, NY Halloran Army Hospita l, Jan to July 1945. Me ou t South Pacific to NY. Snow, 

Snow, Cold. Time to feed folks, Hawaii , Ga . NJ, New York, FL, & beyond. 

(signed) Carl L Conner, Regular Army 

Dec 1940 to July 1945 

Aloaha Nu Lua" 

Carl L Conner 
Jrd Engineers, Hawaii 1941 
65th Engineers, 1941 Schofield Banacks 
25 Di vision, 1941-1942 

The Taro Leaf has received a no te from Mrs. 
Martha Kunes, who wi ll be 80 years ol el on August 
22 of this year. Jack was listed in the TAPS sect.ion 
of the Winter 2004 Taro Leaf, we did not have and 
address for Mrs. Kunes at that time . Her address is: 
704 Will Rogers Drive, Rogers, A R 72756. 
Telephone 1-479-62 J -5404 

Phoros Above Submifled By - Bob .~laher, 3rd ENG 37 





24th Infantry Division WWII Memorial Dedication 

Fredericksburg, Texas 


Plaque at Admiral Nimitz Museum CB Mason, 3rd ENG at Dedication Ceremony 
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Ph% s Subl'l'lilled By - Waller Newlin 40 




"This Chinese General jrom Taiwan gave me the medal 
because ofour figh ting on Leyte drew so many Japanese 

16thDivision jrom China. The Division known as lhe 
'Rapers ofNanking ' was one. " - Ed Farmer 

Pacific Gateway at Memorial 

Bill Hosler, 19th (2nd from Right) & his group in 

Washington 


Minie Johnson & her new Son-In-Law Robert Veverka 



24th Infan Division Association 


24th Division Memorial Planning Committee 

On September 25, 2004 at our annual business meeting in Albuquerque, NM, the Executive Committee agreed to present a proposalla 
the membership 10 create a 24th Division Memorial, to be placed on Memorial Dr. of the National Cemetery of the Pacific, Punch 
Bowl, Oahu, Hawaii. This is the proposal that was approved by the membership: 

1. To sponsor the Memorial Committee by allowing the use of the 24th IDA Letterhead for correspondence with the Directors of the 
"Punchbowl" to determine the procedures required to secure authorization of a 24th Infantry Division Memorial. 

2. To use the TARO LEAF Magazine to run a feature article about the proposed 24th Infantry Division Memorial. The objective of the 
article would be to inform and also solicit support from present and past members of the Division. 

A Committee was formed headed by Dan Rickert , 3rd Eng., Korea, who lined up the following Committee members: 
Bill Boyden, 3rd Eng., Korea 
Eric Diller, 34th tnf. , WWII 
Billy Johnson, 3rd Eng., Korea 
Ken Fentner, 52nd Artillery, Korea 

President Wes Morrison contacted the Punch Bowl Authorities regarding our 241h Division Memorial. He recei ved a nine-page 
response , which was forwarded to Dan Rickert and the Committee members. It outlined in detail what needs to be done to bring our 
Memorial to fruition . The Plaque shall be 12" wide and 24" long , landscape or horizontal formal. It will be mounted on a sui table stone 
base18" high at the front with a sloped mounting surface to a maximum height of 24" at the rear. The stone base is to be 20" deep and 
33" long . Our 1st step is to prepare a design inscription, which must be approved by the Director of the Cemetery. Next will be the 
procurement of the base. That will determine the cost involved, which will then be presented to the membership for donations. 

Eric Diller, Committee member 

W/llk Ii ] Hawaii Roberl A1aher slopped by to see the 8 ;:I:i C'bal! Backstop char he and his fellow 3rd EiVe Constructed in /938­
1938. The backstop is an exact replica of the A rmy Engine t'rs Budding. Nice fob Robert. 8y the way that is Roben sitting 
If} some bleachers outside the FeJd Robert a/so sent these pictures of the US Arizona A1emorial. - B illy 
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.. 
Most of2 crews of2 A &C Battery 
Top Standing : Aberle, Adams, Markway~ Curry 
Front: Fernandez, Con tina, Wheeler, Wilson 
({(YOII are 'he motl ill th e holftrack, or if anyone CUll 
Ide ntify him p lease cO/l/ae l Ih", Editor.) 

Ready to cross lines on a fire miss ion. 

Tum right about 1000 yrrdS ahead to c rOSS lines . 


• 
Triple Nickel Field Artillery on a fire mi ssion. Fall of 195 I 1 
Suhmifled by: Harold Aberle, 26rhAAA 

Photos Beloui and to RighI - Submilled By; Harold Aberle, 26fhAAA 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

2005-2006 


Nomination and e lec tion of the As.ociation Officers for the tel111 2005 -2006 wi ll be conducted at the Annual Membership Meeting 
held at the Associat ion Reunion in Philade lphia, PA on Saturday, September 17,2005 at 10:00 AM. Only an Act ive Member as 
defined by our Constitution and Bylaws may be nominated. There are three (3) positions open for election each year. They are: 

President, Vice President, Secretaryrrreasurer 

All nominations for the elected offices will be made to the Nomination Committee for consideration. Any nomination made from the 
floor will be referred to the Committee for consideration and if found qualified will be referred to the membership for vo te. 
Nominations should be made on the basis of the individual' s contribution to the welfare of the Association , his participation in 
Assoc iation activities, his ability to communicate wi th (he membership and his ability to perform the duties for which nominated . All 
nomination including those from the floor wi ll be in writing and wi ll be accompanied by a biographical sketch of the nominee and 
their acceptance of the nomination. A ny Active or Associate Member may make a nomination but on ly Active Members may vote on 
any nomination. 

All nomination should be sent to the Chairman of the Nominating Committee not later than 1 August 2005. Your committee is the 
followin g: 

CHAIRMAN M EMBERS 
Edward F. Ba lbi Rodney F. Stock, Jr, 34'" Infantry 

P.O. Box 807 Robert Osborn , 34th Infantry 
Plains, MT 59859-0g07 Danie l Cretaro, 34th Infant.ry 

(406) 826-0880 Robert A. Newkirk, 2 1" Infantry 

VERBECK A WARD & COMMITTEE 

MG William Jordan Verbeck, onetime Regimen tal conunander of the 2 1 sl Infantry and Division Chief of Staff demonstrated in 
myriad ways and consistently from his Division days of 44 and 45 to the day of his death on November 4, 1965 an unparalleled love 
for and devotion to the Division and Association. 

The William Jordan Verbeck Awa rd had its genesis in the mind of tbe late Edmund Henry, one oflhe Associations founders. He 
presented his concept to the Executi ve Comminee in 1966 and agreed to fum ish the silver bowl, which was to serve as indic ia for the 
Award. The Execut ive COTTuruttee established the guidelines with respect to the standards upon which presentation was to be based . It 
was to be presented , not annually, but from time-Io-time as justifica tion indicates. It was t.o be presented to that Association member 
who best di spJClyed the ideals of Bill Verbeck , an unabashed love for Division and its Association. 11 was 1.0 be awarded to the 
member best showing real effort in furthering the best interests of the Association and the Division . It was not intended to reward 
mere popularity and the like. It was intended to reward sleeves-rolled-up hard work in helping to make the Association into a 
successfully organization. 

As President of the Association, I am honored and privj leged to name the following Association members to the Committee to review 
nominees for the award and, if app ropriate, selection of the most qualified nominee who best represents the criteria established by the 
Execlitive Conunittee. 

CHA IRMAN MEMBERS 
Donald J . Lloyd John E. Klump Past President & 1985 Verbeck Award Winner 
Vice President William H. Muldoon Past President & 2004 Verbeck Recipient 

Ben Wahle 2003 Verbeck Aword Recipient 
William F. Boyden Life Member 426 
Keith R. Hagen Life Member 1688 
Roger C. Mitten Member 

Nominat ions are to be received NOT LATER THAN I AUGUST 2005. 

Mail nominations 10: 	 Donald J . LLoyd 
6804 Occidental A venue 
Yakima, WA 98903 -9647 
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24th lnfan Division Association 


BE A MEMBER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION RECRUiT A MEMBER 

I desire to be enrolled (or) reinstated as a Member (or) Associate Member of the 

24th Infantry Division Association, 


and thereby be affiliated with the 

Greatest Combat Division the United States Army 


has ever known. 


NAME ___________________________________________________ _ ________ _ 

ADDRESS 

CITy ____________________ STATE___ _ ZIP CODE______ 


TELEPHONE._______________EMA IL ______________________________ ______ __ 


OCCUPAnON ___________ 


SPOUSE'S NAME,___________ _____ ___________CHILDREN & AGES_____________ _ 

SPONSOR'S NAME 

(Relation fo sponsor ifthe Application is for Associate Membership) 

****************************** **************************************************************** 
SERVED IN THE 24'" or was ATTACHED TO THE 24'" From To Location : _______________ 

UNIT .... SQUAD __PLATOON __COMPANY_ _ BN. __REGT__HQ__FROM _ _ TO _ _ 

UNIT .... SQUAD _ _ PLATOON __COMPANY__BN __ REGT_ . HQ_ _ FROM__TO_ 

REMARKS ______ ____ ____ ____ ______ _ _____ ______ 

****************************************************************************** 


_ ArulUal . $15 .00 _Lifetime - $ 150.00 
1 Year From Date of Payable in lump sum of $1 50. 00 
Enlisting in Association or in 5 yearly paymen,s of $30.00 

Please make checks payable to : 

"24'10 rnfantry Division Association" 


Mail with this completed application 10: 


Norm Dixon 

Secreta ryrrreasurer 


24'h Infautry Division Association 

16849 W . Villagio Dr 


Surprise, AZ 85387-7565 


ReeommendedBy: _________________ _________________________________________ __ 
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Old Glory ­
The picture di splayed left is real, an 

unmanipulated photograph from an 
event held in Yuma on 11 September 
2002 to commemorate the one-year 
anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the 
USA. Several local businesses 
pal1icipated in the creation and display 
of the large t1ag: SewMasters crafted it, 
equipment from Sellers Crane Service 
held it aloft, Fry's Food and Drug 
allowed the LIse of their parking lot, and 
radio station KTTI-FM 95 .1 hosted the 
event. 

As for the cross-like light effect, the 
weave of the flag's fabric acts sort of like 
a camera's star filter: the spaces between 

the vertical threads allow vertical strips of light to shine through, and the spaces between the horizontal threads 
allow hori zontal strips of light to shine through. The appearance of a cross-like shape when a strong light source 
(such as the sun) is on the opposite side of the flag from the viewer while predictable is nevertheless beautiful. 

Photo Submitted by - Commish, 

Thank Goodness I'm on God's Mind 

Have you ever wondered jf God ever thinks about you. 
Have you ever thought, "Am I ever on His mind?" If God is 
thinking about me, what are His though ts? The scriptures give lJS 

some rea l insights into this subject when it says: For J know the 
th oughts that I think toward YOLl, says the Lord, thoughts of 
peace and not of evil , to give you a future and a hope. Then you 
will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I wi ll liSlen to 
you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when yo u search for 
Me with all your heati. 

- Jeremiah 29: j j through Jeremiah 29: j 3 

How precious also <:Ire Your thoughts (0 me, a God! How 
great is (he sum of them! 

Coast Artillery Recruiting 
Posters reflecting the 
change in WWIl fro m 
Long-Range Guns to 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery. 
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Quartermaster 24 IDA 


Control # 
I 

2 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
II 

12 

13 

14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

25 

26 

27 
28 
29 

30 

31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

Item 
24 10 Colored Patch 
Same as ff I w ith 24 ID written 
around outs ide edge 
24 ID Black Cap w/Patcn 
24 ill White Cap w/Patch 
2411.> Wmdow Sticker 
24 tD Deca l 
Bolo T ie wffL Gold 
W/GoJd Of Black Chain 
Bolo Tie wnL S ilver 
Silver wrrL Sil ve r 
Belt Buckle wffL 
Gold or S il ver Belt Buck le 
29i11 rNF ClOlh Patch (Color) 
24 Sig BN Unit Crcst 
19\h Ing Crest 
Current hSlLC S I 0 Pr 
2 1 ~ 1 InrCres( 
Clirrent lsslIe $ 10 Pr 
34!h InrCrcsl 
Current Issue S I 0 Pr 
11th. FA Crest 
13 lh fA Cres t, 
191h Pocket Patch (Color) 
21'1 Pocket Patch (Color) 
341h Pocket Patch (Color) 
11 1\1 FA Pockct Patch (Color) 
131h FA Pocket Patch (Color) 
24 IV Crest 
2J'l lnfLapel Pin 
341h Inf LHpei Pin 

C lB ( I" Award) 1- 1346 (Mini) 
Mini DRESS MESS 
CIH (2".1 Award) 1~1 347 (Mini) 
Mini DRESS MESS 
CIS Lapel Pin 
191

1< Cap D<lrk BluclCrcst 
2 1 $I Cap WhitelE tnbroidered/Crest 
21 \1 Cap Dar Blue IEmhroidcrl:d 
Crest 
341h Cap Dark B lue w/Crest 
24 1 DA Cap Dark ti luc \v/Palch 
Cap w rrL) Red or White GERM ANY 
24 1 DA Red or White Ci.IPS 
24 I D Green Cap (palch) 
2.... ID White Mesh Cap 
Jill Eng. Crest 
141h EiU!. Crest 
51~ ReT Pocket Patch 
Slil RCT Cap , Red 

, r

(;
',' 

Supply Price List 

Description Price Ea Control # Item Oescripl ion 
$3.00 41 191h Lapel PiLl 

42 24 lO License Plate (new) wITL
5.()0 

43 Dc:~crt Storm Cap .­ Black 
10.00 44 Desert Storm Hat Pin 

First tu Fight 10.00 45 WWll Veteran' s Cap Black w/C IB 
2" x 3" 2.00 46 Korean War Veteran's Cap Black w/C18 
4" 3.00 47 Bumper Sticker-e IB 

15.00 48 
Bumper Sticker ­
Proudly Served wrrL 

16.0U 
49 
50 

6'h Tank BN CloLll Patch 
Purple Healt Medal 

C loth Putch 
HP-754 

15. 00 
5 1 
52 

Bronze Star Medal 
Good Conduct Medal 

HP-926 
HP-927 

5.00 53 Korean Servicc Medal HP-929 
5.00 54 Na tl. Derense Service Meda,1 HP-957 

5.011 
55 
56 

VicLOry Medal 
Silver Star Medal 

HP-9 5X 
HP-959 

5.00 
57 
58 

FrO Campaign Medal 
DFC 

HP-962 
HP-965 

5.00 
59 
60 

Korean 8000 Missing 
CMS 1'1 Award 

IIP~115 

I[P-569 
S ID pr 5.00 () I US Flng Clutch Bnc k HP (V-37) 
SID pr 5.00 62 24th Medica l Bn Crest 

5.00 63 Pac ific Caulpaign Mcdal IIP-963 
5.00 64 American Campaign Medal HP-964 
5.00 65 Anny of Occupation Medal HP-051 
5 .00 66 Meritorious Serv ice Medal HP-056 
5.00 67 UN Service Medal HP-U59 
5.00 68 Philipp me Liberation HP-361 
5.00 69 KorCitn Servicc Ribbon HP~()9l) 

5.00 70 Aif Meda l HP-925 

5.00 
7 1 
72 

D SC Harpin 
Bring' Em Home/Back 

HP-30S 
HP-214 

6.50 
73 
74 

A merica n Defense Medal 
Vie lnam Service Meda l 

HI> 
HP 

5.00 75 24 ID Halpin 
10.00 76 24 ID Tie~Regular 
12.00 77 24 ID Flag, 3x5 Sl:rcen Print Outdoor Flag 

12.00 78 
79 

63r
..! Fie ld Artillery 

Army COlrunendation Medal 
Cloth Patch 
Ill' 

10.00 80 Sold iers Medal HI' 
10.00 81 POW Medal HI' 
12.00 
10.00 

82 
Armc>d Forces Re!'erve 
Medal 

HP 

10.00 
10.00 

83 
I"Decal 24 ID 
Se ll 12 [or $ 1.00 

5.00 84 24 1h Christmas Cards 10 ea. Packe t 
5.00 85 World War II Tapes (start s Australi a) 
5.00 86 24 ID Neck Wallets 

10.00 

Quartermaster, 24th IDA 

Frances Wittman 

1385 Terri Street 


Keyser, WV 26726 


Price Ea 
55.00 

6.00 
12.00 
3.00 

12.00 
12.00 
3.00 

3.00 

5 .00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.110 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
.1.(») 

3.00 
3.00 

10.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3 .00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

20.00 
55.00 

5.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

3.00 

. 10 

R.OO 
15.00 
4 "00 

We requi re $3.00 poslnge and Handling. 

Please allow six weeks delivery. No Phone Orders Plea~·e. 


Post a copy of this or any of our ads a t your local Vets Clubhouse. Others may be interested in some of these items. 
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EXIT LAUGHING (or Crying) 
After finally shaking off his mortal coil, Vasser Arfat made his 
way to the pearly gates. There, he is greeted by George 
Washington. "How dare you attack the nation 1 helped 
conceivet" yells Mr. Washington, slapping Arafat in the face. 

James Madison comes up next, and says "This is why 1 
allowed the Federal government to provide for the common 
defense " He drops a large weight on Arafat's knee. A/ew5of me wE1/(IJ

' 
Arafat is subject to similar beatings from John Randolph of 
Roanoke, James Monroe, Patri ck Henry, and 66 other people 
who have the same love for liberty and America. 

As he writhes on the ground, Thomas Jefferson picks him up 
to hurl him back toward the gate where he is to be judged, 

As Arafat awaits his journey to his final very hot destination, 
he screams "This is not what 1 was promised'" 

An angel replies "1 told you there would be 72 Virginians 
waiting for What did you think 1 said?" 

Bullkni.tters 

Lillie Noncy was in the gorden filling in 0 large hole when 

her neighbor peered over the fence. Interested in what 

the cheeky-foced youngster was up to, he politely 

asked, "What are you doing there, Nancy?" 

"My goldfish died." replied Noncy tearfully w ithou t 

looking up. "and I've just buried him." 


The neighbor wos very concerned . 'That 's an awfully big 

hole for a goldfish, isn't it?" 

Noncy polled down the last heap of dirt then replied. 

'That's because he's inside your darned cat." 


Penguin Love Only A Stone's Throw Away 

In 1996, Cambridge (England) Universi ty researcher Fiona Hunter, 
who studied penguins' mating habits for five years, reported (hat 
some females apparently allow male strangers to mate with them in 
exchange for a few nest-building stones. thus providing what Hunter 
believes is the first observed animal prostitution. According to Dr. 
Hunter. all aCfiv ity Wi:lS done behind the backs of the females' regular 
mates) and in a few instances, after the sex act, johns gave the 
females additional s tones as sort of a lip. 

Beam Them Up, Scotty 
Wall and Kathy Viggiano of Wichita, Kan., convinced Judge James 
Burgess to return their four children from foster care in t999, 
following their removal because of excessive unsanitariness of the 
fami ly's mobile home. Jud ge Burgess realized the Viggianos had not 
abused them and had no alcohol o r drug problems. Also, according 
(0 police, Walt and the kids seemed to havc warm conversations, 
even though entirely in Klingon (from Star Trek). 

Least Compelenl Criminals 

Fort Smith, Ark., police arrested James Newsome, 37, in 1999 and 
charged him with taking money at gunpo int from the Gas Well 
conven ience store. The robber's face was eas ily identified from the 
surveillance tape, and the coat wo rn by the robber was found in 
Newsome's car. Also, Newsome's wife sa id the family car had a 
radiator leak, and a puddle of antifreeze was found beside the store 
w here the robber parked. And, a l so~ lhe robber wore a hard hat with 
"James Newsome" o n the front. 

Why They Go Poslal 

Letter carrier Martha Cherry, 49, was fired by the Postal Service in 
White Plains, N.Y., in 1997 after 18 years of apparently walking her 
round s too slowly. Wrote a supervisor, of the 5-foot-4 Cberry : "At 
each stop, the heal of yom leading foo t did not pass th e toe of the 
trai ling foot by more than one inch. As a result, you required 13 
minutes longer than your demonstrated ability to deliver the mail to 
this section of your route." 
Postal worker Douglas C. Yee, 50, was indicted in 1996 in San 
Mateo, Califomia for pulling off bulk-mail scams that grossed him 
$800,000. Fuund in Yee's garbage were notes he had written to God 
express ing gratitude for hi s continued help in evading police. Read 
One: "Lord, I am having a difficult time myse lf seeing you as a God 
who hides crime, yet your Word says that it's your privilege (or 
glory) to do just that." 
Chuck Shepherd, 

\..et' S 

" 

I--;;;==~~~=:::::-I News of the WeIrd (Wend News@earth llllk .net) 



Any Bonds Today? 


24'h Infanlr~' Division A~sociation 
ecre1ur~lTre:.a urer 
~orm Oixfln - 21 " Il1f. 
16849 N. Villag io Drive 
Surprise, AZ 85387-7565 
Tel. 623-266-1479 
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PERMIT 2483 

RALEIGH. NC 

ADORES. ERVleE REQ ESTED 
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Life 
Thomas J. Thiel 
19147 Park Place Blvd 
Eustis FL 32736-7262 


