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24th Division Association 
 ~ 
Letter from the President "V 
Soon my tenn as your President will be coming to an end and I want to thank the membership for the support 
they have given me while I was Pres ident . Even though I will no longer be President, I will continue to support 
the Association and the membership in every way possible. With the blessing of the new President, I will 
continue to disseminate information and process any request for infonnation the membership sends to me and if 
the Pres iden t and Secretaryl1"reasurer agree, will continue to process request form outside the Association from 
fami Iy members for infonnation on fathers, grandfathers, etc. 

In reference to the Open Letter to all members about the Verbeck Bowl Awa rd published in the Spring 2005 
issue, I would like to briefly clarify the change in procedures. In 2003, a proposal was submitted to all members 
of the Executi ve Committee recommending a cha nge in procedures to a llow al l members of this great 
Association to be able to pat'ticipate in the nomination and selecti on of a potential award of the Verbeck Bowl. 
This proposal was approved by the majority of the participating Executive Committee Members in accordance 
with Article II, Section 2 of the Constitution and implemented this year. This change enable any member to 
submit a recommendation to the Chairman of the Committee for considerat ion and also enable the President to 

appoint a committee consis ting of 6 members of th e Association of which 3 must be past recipients of the award 
with the Vice President as the pennanent Chainnan. This was duly noted in the Minutes of the Execu tive 
Commillee, 25 September 2004. 

One more item, this year I asked the Membership Cha ir'man Jim Cooper to do a one time mailing to a ll 
members reminding them of their dues payment. To th ose w ho received this notice after paying the ir 2005 du es, 
I apologize. For those who paid their dues as a result of the not ice I si ncere ly appreciate your payment. For 
each Annual Dues payment, approx imately $13.00 pays for your 4 issues of the TARO LEAF each year. To 
maintain this ou ts tanding Association Magazine, all timely dues payments and donation are greatly appreciated. 
Over the past years, I hav e received many compliments from members o f other branches of the Services on the 
outs tanding publication being put ou t by our Ed itor, Billy Johnson . Let 's not let thi s outs tanding publication 
deteriorate due to lack of funds. 

Wes 

The Need For Accurate II1(ornwtio/1 

Recently, I received a request from a TV Production Com pany that is doing a 7 part series for th e History Channel for 
names of individual s who serve with 19'" Infantry, 34'" Infantry during the land ing on Leyte and individuals who were at 
the battle fo r Breakneck Ridge . To process request for infonnation, the Association must ret y on information that was 
ini tially furnished by you and maintained by the Assoc iation. I sent out e-mail but I only had a few e-mail addresses of 
WWII Veterans. I screened the Associati on Roster for members who fit the appropriate time frame . Many of our members 
did not have a li sted telephone number; many had change of Area code or had a new number. But the bigges t problem was 
identifyi ng th ose who cou ld have been invo lved but lack the information indicating the period they served with the 
Division. I telcphone all those I could identify but wi th over 900 WWII members, I cou ldn ' t ca ll everyone so I know I 
missed many who were involved . This is the second time something like thi s happened. The first was a call for individuals 
from the 34 '" Infantry to be interviewed by Ollie North for a progra m on the battle for Leyte. Another time, I had received 
20 tickets for the Ded ication of the WWII Memorial ill Washi ngton , DC. Therefore, I am ask ing all members who ha ve 
unlisted or changes in telephone numbers to furnish your cOlTect area code/number to th e SecretarylTreasurer to be 
entered on the roster. Information is avail able only to ot.her Associa tion members and if a request. is received from other 
than an Association member, you will be contacted about th e request. I also ask all members to update their period th ey 
served with the Division and if you have e-ma il, send your e-mail address to me to be entered into the Address Book. 
Now, I expect this tetevision company to produce more History Channel programs in the future. They just compteted, and 
it ha s been shown on The History Channe l, " D-Day, The Lost Evidence" now they are in the process of doing a 7 part 
series on the war in th e Pacific for the History Channel. Who k.nows what could be next , Korea, Desert Stonn maybe even 
Granada. Lets help keep the Association Records up to date. There are many inquiries every year from Chi ldren, 
Grandchildren and other relatives of fomJer Division members looking for information about th ei r father, Grandfather or 
relati ves . - We.' 



24th ID Hawaiian Memorial 

I designed this memorial for my grandfather, Daniel Rickert, and all the men and women of the 
24th Infantry who were "First to Fight ". I wanted the Taro leaf to be the most prominent part 
of the design. This symbol of the protection is lified at approximately 20 and in full color0 

enamel. The Victory Division banner is also elevated off the foundation of the memorial. The 
lines of the banner draw you eye inward, focusing again on the Taro leaf emblem. There are 
three hibiscus flowers, onelor each war, growing Fom under the emblem. The hibiscus flowers 
blooming symbolize th e life that survives war. Th e acorns and oak lea ves in the bottom corners 
reiterate this idea oflife renewed. Th e memorial isfor those men and women, our protectors, in 
appreciation for the sacrifice they have made so that we may carryon. - DanielJe Rickert 

Attention: 

Dear Taro Leafers, 

Our Fund to place the 24th Infantry Division Monument in the Hawaiian Punch Bowl is in need of 
your support. The Monument is in honor of our WWII, Korean War and Gulf War Veterans and all 
others who have worn the Taro Leaf. Each of you reading this is represented. We need your help if 
this Monument is to become a reality. Hawaii is the home of the 241h 10 and the Punch Bowl is the 
National Memori al Cemetery of the Pacific. It is only fitting the 24th 10 have a pemlanent monument 
in this sacred and historic location . 

Now is the time to honor those who have gone before us as well as those of us that remain. If we do not 
ac t now, the opportunity to honor our brothers in anns may be lost forever. 

Please send your donations to: 
William F. Boyden, Committee Treasurer 
P.O. Box 114 
Norton, MA 02766-0114 

Please make checks payable to: 
24th IDA Memorial Fund 

The following is a list of Association donors who made donations specifically for the Punch Bowl 
Memorial. 

Bill Boyden & Family Bill McKenna 
Wes Morrision Billy 10hnson 
Ben Wahle Eric Diller 

Th~nk yotcontribution the 241h 10, 241h IDA and to the Memorial Fund , 

~on, Taro Leaf Editor and Past President 
2 



HQ 24th Infantry 


"Here are some photos taken in Korea sometime 

during th e first o/ th e war. (June 1950- July 1951 .) 

Mos t of the pitotos are members of the 24'" Division, 

G2 Section, and interrogation 0/ Prisoners of War 

Team (IPW), doing their work with prisoners. " 

Bob Shiroishi, G2 Section 




Lost & Found on the Editor's Desk 
Dear Taro Leafers, 

What to say ... Sometimes the envelope gets separated fro m the photo ·s. 1fyou can idel1tifj; the photos 011 th is 

page please write ill so we call give you credit. These photos were sent with others thro ugh Email. Originally, 

there were three sheets with several pictures to a sheet, dated 11 January 1997. 

- Billy, Editor ofthe Taro Leal ,...-­



A Page For Artillerymen 

(All others please ignore) 

So, in the history of the world, what was the biggest cannon ever made??? 

Big Bertha -- no: The Paris Gun -- 11.0; Anzio Annie -- no; Th e US Atomic 
Cannon -- no; The Great Bombard a/Ghent -- no. A lright, then, what was it?? 

It was a 300mm (3 11, inches) Railroad Gun built by the Gennans in WWII. It was 
ca lled "Dora" and here it is: 

It was made to at tack the fortifications of the Maginot Line, but the Gennans flanked the 
Maginot Line and it was never needed. It was shi pped South wi th the idea of attacking the 
British stronghold at Gibra ltar, but neutral Spain would not let it come into their coun try. 

It took 25 trainloads to transport and 6 weeks to assemble. The Battery had 2,000 men and 
was commanded by a One Star General. Two Infantry Companies were "attached" as well as two 
Anti-Aircraft batteries. Its "active duty" career -- that is time when actuall y assembled and ready 
to fire -- was 13 days, during which 48 shells were fired. All its targets werc large forti fications, 
and all we re "reduced" with one or two shots. 

Throughout its life "Dora" was never attacked by the Allies. And, like the famous "Paris 
Guns" was never captured. All infoll11ation we have of it is from Gell11an fil es . 

With guided missiles being what they are today, it is unlikely that the world will ever see a 

cannon like this again . ,p~~ iu~ 

Thank you, Ellsworth "Dutch" Nelsen for this great Page For Artillerymen! 
Thanks al so for all the stories , piCl"ures, pho tos and interesting al1icles that you have contributed in th e past. This Ed itor believes 
that the Taro Leaf is always better because of your conlributions, and would not be complete without the DUTCh Touch ­Billy 
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Hear Yel Hear Yel 

Dear Billy, QtnI /The Forgotten War --- Indeed 
This is to compliment you and to ~.:::: 

W e have a Committee working to erect a monument 
10 the Punch Bowl military cemetery in Hawaii. This 
monument is to honor the 24'" Men buried there who 
died fighting in WWIl in the Pacific and the Korean 
War. (See cover of the Spring 2005 issue of the Taro 
Leaf.) It is to be made of bronze and mounted on a 
piece of granite from Korea . 

Dan Rickel1 heads this Committee. 

Dan is working wi th a foundry in Hawaii to get the 
brass work done. He mentioned that we will need a 
piece of granite from Korea to mount it on. The 
foundry said they didn't know if they could get granite 
from Korea, but they cou ld surely get a piece from 
China - and at least hal( of the men (rom the Korean 
War buried there were killed by Chin.ese soldiers 

- Dutch Nelsen 

WE ARE NOT GOING TO USE ANY GRANITE FROM 
~/N.,4 - Bill1' _. _ 

Reunion 2005 Holiday Inn Philadelphia PA 

I have called the hotel and our Association Room block for 
Wednesday (Sept. 21) and Thursday, (22) have been 
filled and have exceeded what we had originally 
requested. There are still rooms available for Friday (23) 
and Saturday (24). When the 24'h IDA request's a block of 
rooms, it is based on the attendance at the reunion over 
the past three years. 

I did discuss with them about the misinformation, being 
passed out by the reservation clerk . that the whole block 
had been filled they will correct that. 

I hope that all of you who were planning to arrive on 
Wednesday but could not get reservations will make 
reservation s for Friday and Saturday so that you can 
attend the Unit Breakfast and the General Membership 
Meeting where items of this nature can be discussed and 
of course our banquets . 

thank you for the rear cover of the 
winter 2005 Taro Leaf highlighting Pvt. Moon. Pvt. 
Moon was a member of L. Co. 34th prior to becoming 
a member of G Co. As a member of L Co., I knew him 
casually . He was not a "GI" soldier but he was a 
fighter' Consequently, he was often in trouble with 
Army regulations . I have vague recollections that he 
was Cpl. Moon and was "busted " by Capt. Johnson . 

At a 24th Reunion L.C. Hicks, a former L. Co Sgt, and 
I were talking to General Newman. He told uS when 
we were getting ready to leave for combat, he was at 
that time a Colonel, told Capt. Johnson that he had a 
man in the stockade and he would have to get him 
out and would have to take him with us. Capt. 
Johnson said that he did not want him. Cot. Newman 
told him he would ask the other Commanders if 
anyone wanted h,m. If not, he told Capt. Johnson, 
"You will have to take him with you ." That is how 
Moon got into G. Co. The Capt. Of G. Co. told Col. 
Newman, " It looks like Moon is looking for trouble 
and there'll be trouble where we are going, so I 'll 
take him." L.G. Hicks then told me of the time he 
and Moon went to town, with the usual drinking, 
Moon got into an argument with another Sgt. who 
called Moon "Yellow". Hicks broke it up and took 
Moon back to camp. All the way ba ck to camp, 
Moon, with tears in his eyes, kept saying over and 
over, " I am not yellow ." Moon was very angry and 
upset at being called " Yellow." I believe this is what 
he was proving on Leyte . He was a truly brave 
" FIGHTER." Those of us in L. Co. who knew him were 
very proud of him . 

As you know, L. Co. also had a fighting morning that 
same day on Leyte. We had killed 107 enemy in 
front of our position, which was just across the 
swam p from Moon's position . We could hear the 
shouting and the shooting from Moon's position. At 
one pOint, two G. Co. men climbed out of the swamp 
to our position. One was badly wounded and was 
being helped by the other. 

Wes Morrison 
President
• -

Norm Dixion, Jim Cooper and Don 1\'lnggio, in AZ 2004 .. 
- 6 

Billy, this is a story I had to tell before it was lost. It 

explains what caused Moon to do what he did to 

become such a hero. I know he was not thinking of a 

medal, but to prove he was not yellow. I don't think 

there are many L. Co men left who remember Moon, 

but this Old Soldier is grateful that you have honored 

Pvt. Moon, 


"A damned good fighting soldier'" 

Perhaps you may wish to pass this on to our 

Historian, or if you wish to print or use any part of it 

you may do so. Again, I say thank you. 

Nick L. Marasco, 

Former S/Sgt. L Co, 34th, 1941-1945. 

1494 Gleason Road, Andover, NY 14806-9622 

Phone: 716-624-2942 


You will be interested to know the Capt of G. Co., 
mentioned above, was none other than our own beloved 
Ben Wahle. - Billy, Editor 



52nd Field Artillery Regiment 

52"" FA 

34111 fNF 
63"' F A-- --E' 

3" ~ ~r;---

These photos are from John H. Sanchez, Life 
Member. John served with the HQ 's Battery, 
52nd FA 1949 - 1951 . 

Th e top photo and N ow-up above are of his 
memorial to Task Force Smith and all 
members ofthe 24'" ID. John wriles he wishes 
he had all the crests . Ifyou have a spare, send 
one 10 John at: 
John Sanchez, S30 W31854 Hwy E, 
Waukesh a, WI 53189-9541 

John also recently made a donalion in memory of William C. Mann 
member of HQs. Btry. 52 FA. BN., became a POW July 5th 1950, along 
with Capt. Nugent, Lt. Peppe and a CpJ. (name unknown) all from HQs 
Buy. William was from Tennessee, a cook, was at Osal1 , as a bazooka 
team member. 
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Th e flag under the swords is North Korean and the bOllom flag is Russian. 



. .24th Infan Division Association 
I . ~o··· 

Secretary / Treasurer's Report 
lu1 3 1,05 
ASSETS 

Current Assets 
Checking/Savings 

10 Checking Wells Fargo 
10-1 HomeTrust Bank 

II Money Market 
12 CD Savings 

Total Checking/Savings 

Other Current Assets 
18 Reunion Account 

18 1 Quartermaster 
182 Drawing Account - McClure 

Total Other Current Assets 

Total Current Asse ts 

Other Assets 
13 Petty Cash Asset 
14 Prepaid Bulk Mail Asset Account 
IS Computer Equipment 

Total Other Assets 

TOTAL ASSETS 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY 
Equity 

3000 Opening Bal Equity 
3900 Retained Eamings 

Net Income 

Total Equity 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 

. . 


374.20 
26,737.67 
25,128.94 
30,000.00 

82,240.81 

2,500.00 
3,20007 
3,000.00 

8,70007 

90.940. 88 

21.05 
7722 
54.24 

152.5 1 

91,093.39 

121,775.41 
-16,807.32 

-13,874.70 

91,093.39 

91,093.39 

8:45 AM New 24th 
08112/05 Balance Sheet 
Cash Basis As of Jul y J I, 2005 
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New Life Members 

Name Unit Company Date 

Annstrollg, Joseph 19th Regt 
Balchitis, Paul 3rd ENG H&S 28-Jun-05 
Bell, Joseph 19th fNF HQ 2-Jul-05 
DiMenno, Philip J. 34th lnf F IO-Jun-05 
Feller, Richard D -- - 3rd Eng 
Gayton, F. H. 24th Sig I-l uI-OS 

Ghonnley, Richard 19th Regt 
Harrel, Stephen W. 19th INF 28-Jun-05 
Lofton, Clayborn M. 19th INF H --­ - I-Jul-05 
McPartland , Frank M . 19th fNF E 5-Apr-05 
Moncur, Robert 19th Regt 
Newlin, Walter C. 19th INF Svc 27-Jun-05 
Rumbaoa, Prudencia 19th Regt 
Shipley, Robeli G. 21 st Regt 
Sozzoni , Pete 3rd Eng 
~!ark , James W. 19th INF HQ 28-Jun-05 

Valenzuela, Ernest E. 21st Regt 

New Members 

Name 

Ackennan, Walter A. 
Buchholz, Robert 
Caldwell , James 
Dampier, Lou E. 
Danhoff, 
Dillon . Harry S., Sr. 
Duran, Luis 
Falconi , Ralph 
Gibson, Deborah (Assoc } 
Holfrichter, Shirley (Assoc) 
Hughes , Raymond (Assoc) 
Kieman , John 
Koontz, Eric B . 
Lee, Tae Won 
Leerkamp, Henry 
Mitten, Roger Charles 
N icolson , Carl 
Owens, Jim 
Peloquin, Joseph E. 

Putham, William E 

Rants, Shirley (Assoc) 
Roberts, Arthur 
Tamura, Akira 
Tucker, William E. 
Vega, Richard 
Yagura, Katsumi 

Regiment 
3rd Eng 
5th RCT 

34th Regt 
Assoc 

James W 
555 FA 


3rd ENG 
3rd ENG 
34th Regt 
34th Reg! 
21 st Regt 
13th FA 
5th RCT 
5th RCT 
34th Regt 
34th Regt 
724th Ord 
34th Regt 
34th Inf 

19th Regt 
34th Regt 
21 st Regt 
34th Regt 
19th Regt 

724th Maint 
21 sl Regt 

Company 
HfS& C 

13th FA Bn 

-

0 

A 

F 


J 
! 

J 
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Donations 
Name Unit _ _. Amount I 

fBar~k,--CI ~ude E. II th FA $ 10.00 Postage 
Behnen, .t'vf elvi~__ 3rd ENG $ 10.00 _.....-


BehreL H. Gordon , (9th INF $10.00 

Boger, Richar<!. .~ ..._ 21st INF $ 10.00 

Brault. Charles 21st L $S.OO 


Brooks!. ~I~~ . 19thlNF $S.OO 

Carpenter. Hubert 3rd E $SO.OO 

Cauble, Jakie A. 24th Admin $S.OO 


I --..--- ~- -. ._-

Chavez. Alfonso 21 st [NF $ 10.00 

Clark, William 19,h IN F $ 10.00
-_ ..... __ .......... 

Coles. Dewev L. 13th FA 

I Cosi,ello, J.<Jst!phj"!: . 19th [NF __ $ t~~~~ j I 
...Qavidson, Bennie p. 21st INF $S.OO 
Davidson-,E~~IJ.~ 21 st INF $S.OO 
DeMoss Alan Div Ar $100 In honor of Ben Wahle 
Duhon. Edsel 21 " lNF $S~!Q--j 

- - -	 ----l 

- ---.-.. 
Dunklin2 Del~n 19thlNF $ 100.00 
~varts , Ro~ert 19th lNF $S.OO 

£ ",-cko,John J. 3rd ENG $ISOO . !"-_lnemory of3rd ENG 
£ii~. Stanle)::. ___ 21 st IN...:F___ $10 .00 

!,O_XLI3:0~~r1 G 19th INF $ 10.00 _.. . "­
Garland. Max 5th RCT :£S .00 

Ga >::, Walte.':i:: 19th INF $2S.00 

Harrison. Edward F. 11th FA $ 10.00 

Heran, Tomas A_ 34th INF $S.OO
-- ... _.._-
Heins, Robert 21 st Si IS.OO 

J:iClJlandL.c,;asey B l'!.~~ INF $S OO 
-	

For Postage
.. • ..+--------. 

_Huss, Mattl.l.ew J ~:._... 21 st INF $ 10.00 

_}.~,l'.l.J£:,f-I: .!?~ug!?..s_. _ !?I\:". BL _ $S.OO Taro Leaf 
-- ---,,~ 

Joh~on, D~wayne L. .2~th ~ig . $S.OO 

.~a'll, Ja~~s _.21sU'v1e<i $S.OO 

.l':emper, Paul 19th INF $ 10.00 

~"r!}Jler, i>;lul ~ ,_ . IJ th IN!::.. $10.00 ---- ...-.-.~ 

Laabs, Merlin Sth RCT $20.00 
-L;ke, Charles +-. i l'stlNT $ IO.O() 

.. L~ng<)ne~ Joseph A ~.ttIB( -$15 -00 I 
Lendt:!'Ll?-'lles 19th Med $lQP__ 

_	0J!ggio,.!?.of1.aJd E. 24 th Admin _$SOO 

McCaffrey,}:hon:.~s J. 19th IN F _ __.$lQOO 

M_ori tz,Robert J:... .. I.:>iv_~£I)' $ !il:2Q 

Musselman. William 24th Repl $20 .00 


.Neikrt, !:()",~ 11,..1 34tb l:r-<'.: .__ ., .. J50g 

Oklaire, Earlwin 2 1st INF S.OO 
_..---_.. "' 

10.00~ls211! .l~_obert.__ __ .. 3'!.~hJ]\!F - --_ ...._­
O'Sullivan , John J. 34th INF $ 15 .00 


~wen~c~..2_ ~ric~ _ . _ ' __$ JO.OQJ
d 20~AA:,,-
Peer, Theodore ._ _ . _ . 24th Admin $ 10.00 I 

to 
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Donations 

~Iumer, An"-'0-.!ccd=-­ + 34th fNF _ -,Sc.:I 0.00 
..R~ovich, Ken 21 st INF $5.00 

-;-----. 

Pray, Willi'!..!!!. 35th INF 10.00 
" 

_Reese, Charles H. 724th Ord $10.00 For Postage - .--.- ..... _-- -- --'""-­
~d, Roger1::~ 34th fNF $5.00 

Reili)', John 2IstfNF $100.00 
Russ~~lo , Nichc:>las A. 34th fNF . ._ $5 =+­

In memory ot'l,is' buddies in the 52,,,J FA 
Sanchez, John J. 52nd FA $55.00 

and Task Force Smith 

Santoro. Anthon A. 24th Si ..15.00 1" ..


'--":-''''''-'-: ' -
Schaaf, Val 21 st INF $20.00 I' 


In memory ofPFC's Lee Grife, Ralph Stephens & Billy Jo 

Slaney, Robert 34th INF t- $10.00 Graham KIA 20 Julv 1950 Taejon. South Korea "----- --_.. ,,- .-.-~.---- -" ' - ­

mith, BilL!: 26th AAA +--$500 

Stiner, Bill 19th LNF .\is.OO 


tuben,. Rich.-:car:.:::dc.:A -16~0
":"~--1_:3 rd E~G-L 
f Subsak, Jr., Jo se h L. 34th fN F $ 1000 

Sugg, Dr. Charles F_. 24th Med $10. 00 
Su~d, Edward B- 1-21stINF- "-$5.00 ­

Thurber, Cli ffo rd G. 21st fNF $15.00f--'- . _ .._. _..... . _. - ...... 

Tominaga, George G. 24th TO HQ $10.00 , 

Tumer, Ted D. 34tl!J.!:'I! ~~ $1 0001 

1fJldi.~e.?George G. 2~th ID IN $10.00 


[ Vlasic, eorgl;! 1,l stJ.tJF $50.00 
I yogI, WilL~mf ._ 6t~J:an~ $10.00 

Williams, Donald 21st fNF $5.00 
. - - -_.. - --+- ~-.--- .. -

Willis, Willard P , 19th INF $10.00I - - .... - ........- .L .. . . - - .. ­
In memory of his father, Charles Wayne Witmer, Jr., 

I Witmer, James R. Son $ 100.00 
S'h RCT Co. "D",Purple Heart inJuries from Septemh~' 

L!'aney , James E. I j'3thFA $5.00 

?? Wh ereabouts Unknown?? 

Below is a list of peopl e removed from the current roster because their current address is unknow n. If you know how to 

contact one of the people below please have them get in touch w ith the SecretarylTreasurer with their current mailing 

inform at ion. 

-:"me Citv State Unit I 
Doran , Kenneth Lebanon PA 2 tSI I 
Doyle, Mrs Ralph F. Freeland MI 19th 
Flanagan, Charles J. Holyoke MA . 34th 
Haywood, Major G. Madisonvi ll e KY 2 1st 
Jeffrey Jr, Mrs. William R. Davenp0l1 IA 2 t st 
Keller, Col. Jeff Huntsville AL 5 2nd 
Pal1idazWalter E. Las Vegas NY JI s t 
Rodriguez, Raul M. Ca rson CA 2 t st 
Snyder, Harry M. Lutz FL 24th Sig 
Marcocc i, Robert Abita Springs LA 13th FA 
H~ IJ , James W. Hebron OH 191h 
Neavei ll , Philip L. Chicago IL 21st 
Patchin, Sr., Mrs. Robert S. (Sandra) Westminster CA Assoc 

Gardner, William D. New Cn nann CT 19th Inf. 

II 

1 

http:21stINF-"-$5.00
http:t-$10.00


78th Tank Battalion 

78th TANK BATTALION 

/ 

Constituted 13 January 1941 in the Regular Army as the 74th Tank Battalion (Medium). 
Re-designated 8 May 1941 as the 754th Tank Battalion (Medium). Activated 1 June 1941 at Fort 
Knox, Kentucky. Inactivated 31 December 1946 at Seoul, Korea. Re-designated 78th Heavy 
Tank Battalion, assigned to the 24th Infantry Division and activated at Kokura, Kyushu, Japan, 
20 March 1949 (only Company A organized). Re-designated 78th Tank Battalion, 5 August 
1950. Relieved from the 24th Infantry Division and inactivated in Korea, 16 October 1950. Re­
designated 754th Tank Battalion, 14 August 1951. 

CAMPAIGN STREAMERS 
World War II Korean War 

N0I1h Solomons UN Defensive 
Luzon UN Offensive 

DECORATIONS 
Presidential Unit Citation (Anny), Streamer embroidered KOREA (78th Tank Bn cited for 
period 2 Jul-l 5 Sept 1950; DA GO 45, 1950) 

Philippine Presidential Unit Citation, Streamer embroidered 17 OCTOBER 1944 TO 4 JULY 
1945 (754th Tank Bn cited; DA GO 47,1950) 

Republic of Korca Presidential Unit Citation, Streamer embroidered PYONGTAEK (78th Tank 
Bn cited for period 2-22 July 1950; DA GO 35,1951) 

COAT OF ARMS 
SHIELD. Gyronny of eight.argent and vert, 

a dexter gauntlet clenched palewise proper. 

CREST. None. 

MOTTO. No Mission too Difficult. 

The colors, green and white are those of the Armored Force. The mailed fist symbolizes 
the striking power of tanks with which the battalion is anned. The motto "No Mission too 
Difficult" is an appropriate expression of the sentiments of the organization. 

DISTINCTIVE INSIGNIA 
The Insignia is the shield and motto of the coat of anns. 
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A Fighter Pilots Response 

A sarcastic letl er o f compla int to (he ed iror of The 
Arizona Republic Zinc! lh~ re spon~e: 


f\ le tter to the EditOr: 


Question or the da y fo r Luke Air Force Base: \,\/h0111 do 

\\-c thank for the mom ing 3it s how? 

Last \Vednesday, at pre cisely 9:11 a.m .. C1 t ighL fo rmati ()J1 
of four F- I G jets madl' a lo w paS S over Arrowhe ad t'vlal l. 

cont inuing west over Bell Road at (lpp roximate ly 500 fe et. 
rm ii.~i ll l' OLlr good fortune! 

Do the To m Cruise -wannabt.'s feel W~ need tillS wak c:'-up 
GJI!. or \\ e re they try ing to impres s the c ashiers Zll 
Me rvyns' early -bird spec ia l? 

Any r espon se wou ld be apprecIated. 

Tom fvlacRae . Peoria3 

The correspondem rece;'ved iJ response h'om Col. Robin 
Rand. commander of [ukt' Af"'B :c; 56th Fighter "fling. li l the 
paf} t:'s of thaI Same ne>wspaper {he l ollowiog day: 

Luke Air Force Ba :::.e wa s a~h:ed to r('~p()nd to 8. letter 
w ri ter's Queslion about a "Morn ing air sllow" he observed 
recentl y ("/\ wake-up call from Luke's jel s," Leners . 
T hursday ) : 

The "wake- up call" \\.:i tnessed the morning o f June 15 was 
a [ormation of ~: -1 6 jets from L uke Air Force Base li ning 
up ror a memorial Service in Sun City at th e:: gT<Jve site for 
Ai r Force Capt. Jerem y Fresques. all officer assign ed to 
Ai r Force Special Operat ion::. . Fresqll€S gave his life in 
de fense of our coun try whil e serving in Iraq. 

It is unfortunate th3 t at ~ ti me when QUI · nation is at \\' 8.1' 

someone would beliC'YE · we have less tha n honora ble and 
professional n·aS:) fl :-> fo r such a mission. 

The comm<Jnder of the fighte r sq uadr on. 1.1. Col. Ple Lls, 
was given the diff icult du ty of in form ing the fam ily of 
Ca pt. Fresque<; on Memorial D41Y that the office r. a 
husband . son zm d A rizonan. had died in Iraq. 

On behalf of the men and women al Luke Air For ce Base, 
\\e cont inue to keep Jere my and hi s (amil y in Ollr 

thoughts and prayers. 

Col. Robin Rand 
Luk e Air Force BClsr4 

Four days Imer. (he newspaper also publlslJed a response 
from Ll. Col. Pleus himself: 

Rega rding ".A,. \'.: ake-u jJ call from Luke's jets" · 

On June t f). ilt ;1 'Tc isel y !;:l: 12 a, m.. " perfectly ti med 
four-ship of F - J6s from the fi.1 r d Figh ter Sqlladron <J t 
Luke A ir Force Base flew over the gr a.ve o f Capt Jer emy 
Fresques. 

C(l pt. Fre ;)Ques was an Ai r Forc e officer who W<:IS 

prev iollsly sl8rioned (It Luke A ir Force Base and was 
killed in Iraq on j\:Iay 30. Melllori 411 Day. 

Submined By - Wes Mon·ison. 13 

A t 9 a. m. on June 15. his famil y and fr iends ga t.h ered at 
Sunl and ~: l elTI(lrja l Park in Sun City t. o mourn lhe loss o f a 
husbzllld. son and frie nd. 

Ba sed on the lerter writer's r ec ou nt 01 the fl)."by. and 
because of the jet noise. I'm sure yo u didn 't hear the 21 ­
gun s~d \lt(' . the playing (/ caps, or my words to the widow 
and Pi-lf'f::'ll ls of CZlpt . Fresq ues as I gave th em their son 's 
flag on bt"'l!ZlJf of the pre:;ident of the L·niteu Stares <:J nd all 

thost' veterans and servicemen and women who 
Llnder~land the sacriflces they ha ve endured . 

/\. [our-shiP flyb) is a di 5pl ay of re-spect the Ai r Force 
pays IO Lhose who give I.heir Ln·'" in ddl'nse of fr(, (,dom. 
Vv'e (-I re pro fession.11 avi ator s and lnJ.::e our jobs seri ously , 
and on June 15 wha t th e le tte r wr i ter witn('s ::Si..' d was four 
officers lining up to pa y th eir ult imate r espec ts. 

T he letter writer asks. "Whom do we th8.n k for the 
morn ing air show?" 

T he 56th Fi ghte r Wing w ill ("all fo r you. <lnd forward your 
thank s to th e ,,·idow clnd P8 1'en ts of CJ Pl. FrcsQ ues. and 
thank them for you. for it ~ as in the ir honor that my 
pilms fle w lh e- mo st honorab le formmion o f their iivcs. 

Lt. Co J. Scolt Pleus 
Lul<€ Air Force R8seS 

Tn his credit, the complainan t. Mr. AiacRae, tendered a 
wn"rten apology; which was published in The Republic on 
9 j uly : 

lkga rding "Flyby honoring fallen comrade" (Letlers. June 
28 ): 

J read w i(h l ilcrea sing embarrassmen t and humi lity the 
r espc)nse to my unfortunate ielter [0 The Republic 
con cerning an Air Force flyby ("A v.ake-up call from 
Luke's jet s." Letter~. June 23). 

I had no icl ea o f the Signi ficance of the fly by. and would 
never have insulted such a f ine and r espec l fu l display had 
I \(no" 11. 

I have rece ived many calls from (h e Ci ne airmen who are 
ser ving or have served at Lul(e . and J ha ve Clttemplr d to 
expldin my Side and apoi ogiz t'd for emy discomfort my 
letter ha s caused. 

This was simply an uninformed citi zen complaining about 
noise. 

I ha ve been made ;jv.·'Jre in both \H ittt"'J1 and verb"l 
communications of the four -:3-hi p fl yby, and my heilrl goes 
ouL LO eacr. and every lost ~ ('rv i c e man and WO llliln in th is 
wa r in whiC:l we are engaged . 

r ha ve been called un-American by an unknown call er an d 
I fee l l~Cl I I mu <:,t addre~~ thCl l. I served in the U.S. N;wy 
and am a Viet nam vete ran . I love my co umry Clnd respect 
the johs lhat the service organ iz<:l1 ions are doing. 

Please accept my he arL felt apol f) git·~ . 

Tom M8cRae, Peoria 

http:profession.11


Hear Ye! Hear Ye! (Cvnl.) 

yjuud?- 'fOoll ' tcy'l,' t/IRI ni('.£; Ili£ce a,&o/.l,( JDC- wuA acc(tn~paIrlj/m:y 
rfto.{Q/, wAi,cl'l.l ap..fU'-(,I,z,ed, U'// tnle6.(" VSSI.(j!/ '15alU)/ S£ea{. '::' 11-012-0 

tllb Iz/wto- /..;St tAb w.alf tf!/,0 men of tJ!w,' f ItA 9-sit c?3n- I.tloaid 

U?,m~1n6.% /1.1;11'/1 a/; tAa (I l im..e- a4ut ;"rv dud", plae&, $--0- !J1(1/U/ ffet'n:l'· 

<I:Jo.. 81 wnpi:e- of {",){te., Iw.ve- CL/.lkd. I£)· Icit 1n0 a60ul. ii, and 

tAe; chiidJ/'€'N, w.di f?, / /,j-o.ft fut,u,u'Uf UI, '7Sfw nk& aq.airL 

3il1<;0u'/,/" 

93a,j,aM ~£5. 

AI Freeman was listed in the May 2005 TAPS . 
One o f AI 's doctor's, Juli Weitzen, has a memory 
she would like to share w ith all of us. "When J 
think of Mr. Freeman, J immediately picture 
his spirit of country, spirit of community, love of 
family, and pride that is topped by humility". ~ 
Juli 

This is the /Vpe o(email I like 10 receive. - Jim Hill 
This appears to be true - I took out the names except for 
the writer, BSilvey 

Young Marines 
I thought you would like to hear a good story that 
happened last night at Lindberg Field. Ann and I were 
returning from our vacation and were standing in the 
Taxi line about 11 :OOpm with about 40 odd people 
behind us, and two young Marines, seabags in tow in 
front of us waiting to get a cab. While waiting, I struck 
up a conversation with the young Marines and found out 
that they were fresh out of training in North Carolina and 
were reporting to their units at Camp Pendleton the next 
day. They mentioned that they could not find a cheap 
hotel for the night. All the inexpensive ones were 
booked up and they did not have much money for the 
more expensive ones. About 20 people in line 
overheard this and offered to take them home with them 
for the night, including Ann and I. I told them that they 
could stay in our extra room for the night and I would 
drive them to Camp Pendleton in the morning since I 
work in Carlsbad anyway 
It was heartwarming to see so many people willing to 
step up and help one of our young servicemen. This is 
the way it must have been in WWII. It made me feel 
good that so many folks recognize what these kids are 
doing for us l 
P.S. One guy behind me happened to be an executive 
with Hyatt hotels. He made a quick phone call and got 
them a nice room at the downtown Hyatt at no charge 
plus a free limo to take them to Camp Pendleton in the 
morning. I wonder what the MP at the gate will think 
when these two PFC's arrive at the main gate in a limo. 
Hal Hal Semper Fi 
Kenneth E. Bozigian 

Legislation of Interest 
S.407 (Tim Johnson, D-SD) Keep Our Promise To 
America' s Military Retirees Act would allow 
military retirees and their dependents the option to 
enroll in the federal Employees Health Benefits 
Plan (FEHBP); waive Medicare Part B premiums 
for retirees who entered service before December 7, 
1956; and provide drug reimbursement at 
TRICARE network rates to beneficiaries who do 
not have access to a phanuacy in the TRICARE 
reta il network. Compliment of H.R. 602. S,484 
(John Warner, R-VA) would allow certain 
IIlsurance premIums such as Tricare Prime 
enro llment fees, Tricare Standard supplement 

Insurance, Tricare dental , and federal Employees 
H ea lth Benefits Plan (FEHBP) premiums to be paid 
with pre-tax -­Hurdis Earl Wise was listed il1 the Spring 2UU5 Taro 
Leaf with limiled information. Eric Diller, 34" H Co 
wants all afyou /0 kno-w mOre about one ofour heroes. 

Hlll-dis j oined the 24 '" Inr. Div. as an 18 years old 
rep lacement in F.Co .34'" Reg·t. Rifleman, in Feb. 
1944. He se.rved almost continllolls combat. t.im e 
until the end o f WWlI as scout, Plat.oon Sgt. In New 
Guinea, Biak Island. Leyte. Bataan/Luzon, Mindoro 
and Mindanao. Philippine Islands. By this time he 
had ri se n La T ec h Sg t ., been wounded twice, and 
earned a Bronze Sta r . Those of us who knew him, 
includ ing Co. CommandN Paul Aust in agree that he 
never rece ived the recogn ition he deser ved for the 
m an y l i ves he sa ved in perfo rming his duty. In my 
mind , Hurdis was Lhe Audie Murph y of the Battalion, 
and defini te ly of F Co. His fam il y should be very 
proud. (.I S are many oi u S who have kno\vn him. 

Robert Hysell sel1l a nOle to the Taro Leaf (0 be passed 01/ ro his 
mallY friend.) ft \I'm pno/cd in (he Spring 2005 i.Hue. As we {ailed 10 
include Robert ."~ addres.\". hI.\" nole and address an: hel()w - Billv 

Hi to all my 24th DIV Friends, . 

I just learned today that I have cancer in my right and 

left lung. My right lung is gone and only a 3" of my left 

one gets air. 

Too many smokes I guess. 

Tell all I said Hello and I have lived my life the way I 

wanted to live it. 

Most of my friends were killed the 6th and 9th of July 

1950. 

Night All. 


5950 Priestly Drive Robert Hysell, A 34th Man 
Carlsbad , Ca . 92008 914 Pike St., Parkerburg, WV, 26101-6266 
760-929-6418 Phone: (304) 483-3232 
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Hear Ye! Hea,- Ye! (ConI) 

Billy, 


Please info rm your wife and daug hte r their work on 

the TARO Leaf is #11 Firs t Class. I am most 

impressed . Their devotion, dedication , 

determination and skills are most obvious. 


It's a top quality professional production that will be 

a tough act to follow. 


My primary email: jcoop14@comcast.net 

Alternate address: taegu@iwon.com 


We are connected to high-speed cable that handles 

documents, pholos, e tc . 


My current cell # (505) 977-0042 I (505) 977-0042 


Jim Cooper, 24th IDA Membership Chairman 


Jim, Thank you so much for your wonderful 
message. The Taro Leaf is like a child It gives for 
more than it takes. A time consuming labor of 
love! 
- Minie and Linda Jeanne 

Dear Taro Leafers, 


It was brought to my attention that I included an 

ethnic slanted joke in the Spring 2005 issue of Taro 

Leaf. I apologize to Joseph A. Mieleszko and to all 

others that were offended by the Polish/Jewish 

joke that appeared under the cartoon on the back 

inside cover. 


~ Billy Johnson, Editor, Taro Leaf. 


Dea r Di ll y. 

Just 8 note to let you kn o w tha t the picture on 

p3ge 21 , bottom ri g ht. is a picture of myse lf 

(R). and Fuji (Ll a medic from Hawaii . I ca ll e d 

Le s Johnson. 21 ": he sa id he did not s ubmit the 

pictu re. I th e n c all e d Le s Jo hnson, 19 th , and he 

did no t submit the picture e ither. Is there any 

way to find out who did submil or who took the 

pictu re? [, Murl Marsh was a me dic fo r George 

Co . 19'h Inf. 


Wi ll see yo u in Phil ade lphia 


Regards. Murl Marsh. 2180 Pionee r Rd , 

De lta, CO 81416-2767 . Ph: 970.8 74 .7098 . 


We need someone to help us with Murl 's question. 
If you sent this picture, or know who did, let us 
know and/or call Mud If you can identify an y of 
these soldiers, let me know and I will put their 
names in a future Taro Leaf. 

- Billy, Editor, Taro Leaf. 

Sent to : Don l\ \Jggio-Secretary/Treasurer 


Don, 

Here are my dues for the year. The "Leaf" is a 

great way t o keep in touch so pass my thanks to 


the people who do such a great job. 


Fred Hess , 19th , 1451 Courtyard PI., 


Dayton, OH 45458-3975. Ph: 937.296.1933 . 


Dear Billy, 

There are several items in the Spring 2005 issue of 

the Taro Leaf that I wo uld like to conunen t on. 


L". The Memorial designed by Dan Rickert's 

Granddaughter. It is trul y outstanding. I have 

visited the Punch Bowl in Hono lu[u several times as 

several of my soldiers are buried there. I only hope 

I have a chance to see it in place. 


2nd A great so ldier passed on when Hurd is Wise 

died. 1 had several occasions to observe his keen 

ability as a lead scout when we were ad vancing up 

th e Leyete valley. Wounded twice, Hurdis probably 

spent as much time "Out on the point" as anyone 1 

know. In this capacity he saved many siruations 

th at could have resulted in an ambush and the loss 

of quite a few li ves. 


3'd The article on the Battle of Hill 522 

describes one of the battles wh ich shaped the 

outcome of the fi rst few days after landing on 

Leyete. Dick Dalla s and I talked several times 

about the battle. I believe there were three events 

that happened that insured our holding the 

beachhead during tbe first 48 hours. One was the 

" turn aro und" by pa rt of the Jap Navy in the battle 

that went on in the gulf. Second the defeat of the 

Jap fo rce outside of Pawing the first night by the 

34'h , and third , the defeat of th e Jap force on Hill 

52 2 by the 19th 


I regret Peg and I will not be a ttending the next 

reunion. The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. 

Say hello to everybody. 


Sin~,~ _ 

Ben~tll 
I [ 32 Killarney Lane, Burlingame, CA 94010-3349. 

Whep you ~fG dls~~tist!ed ~Dd would (iku 1;(') g(') 
h~ck ~(') youth, t'olnk <:>1" ;A.ht'Sf~ 
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Hear Yel Hear Yel (CO.".) 

82nd amputee redeploys 
... 'lIt- Ll_tuu., I /lj.;1 hrt 

JORT DAAGC _ III 8~d Ivtl'nlIUUUI.U.'''''' ,II hllo"'l '. 
IIIl·l...,.... tbro IIhP r ..U1ftlr!JV",....

A ....... '. 114""101111 .1,11 t IJU 
 .... """.11.'" hi JLlIl.IJI ~l'tI'J fin'
\o!ol f.'" w. JI'C In hll11q &nIJ UW!I1 nlotllllUl ,,, ...) '1,,-UflIN:I 
,,.~ Jim••, t lu", .... t""" J'''tN I_ UI'IIt ," .t 1_&1 'If\~r
'll~ In Ar'fiani"'lm mt~ "nlJ't1\ .... rroUl lim III.,. fI~,HviajlB. AlrW'to nl~l.tU.. tu .......1t.l 1I1 

'8pr: i11'Ut'"" ...'.... (I Ultl JIll" tWO HI.("....,.. r S J Wl M<IftQa) IN)ug1 11WU1&. ali tu 1'c!t1 Un 
h uull, 1tUAI 1'\' ",••It'li I... tu~Ui. lW...u IIIH'r t_,.,.

It.i.Marth heul....... ~ 011(''''''1 nuttd,,1d In.. ! !'Nt 
fAlr.rillU jlll1 P'I.,r-8~" ... ,.,.,... rrw ,.._ 

Spc. Perez is a 2411
, kind oj soldier. We wish him 'well. 

• 
Old men can still think fast 

An elderly man in Texas had owned a large farm for 
several years. He had a large pond in the back , fixed up 
nice--picnic tables, horseshoe courts, and some apple and 
peach trees . The pond was properly shaped and fixed up 
for swimming when it was built. 

One evening , the old farmer decided to go down to the 
pond, as he hadn't been there for a while, to look it over. 
He grabbed a five gallon bucket to bring back some fruit. 

As he neared the pond , he heard voices shouting and 
laughing with glee. As he came closer, he saw it was a 
bunch of young women skinny-dipping in his pond. He 
made the women aware of his presence and they all went 
to the deep end. One of the women shouted to him, 
"We're not coming out until you leave l " 

The old man frowned, "I didn't come down here to watch 
you ladies swim naked or make you get out of the pond 
naked. Holding the bucket up he said, "I'm here to feed 
the alligator." 

Moral: Old men can still think fast. 

'r)ntnhl 4t~d h:,' 
Art Gf).~W I 

,,'Hit ', 1" ..- t)' ... II~ 
1,.,mUl ,t III I III 11,,111 rl1'l 1I Till tI,IIIIIII" It "In 1,1 " I', ••." 
'1\'1') tlilk 'lfl ~lJ\ II..' tN'-.I 1111 I, III ,,' II 1f'1 , III I". tn\ II 
" ,11,n .'u111.1nl l .... ·."1 L' .... . .. 'n' l1.ll~L 11, '11 ·, .l. \\1 •• '1' 
1II,.d., ')I'I! n t .l. h.<VI.,\" " .-.I"'."1'1/\"'l'1II,,,h''''' ' '"11 . ,h,· \ ",;. 
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hun.ln . . ,1 .. ,1.1.,... " Ih, , .. klo,' ",,'I., ""'111"'1\, u,1 11! ", ,·,,~.u 
. I lnl.l 111', It 'II" ~I \\ 1..1' m._ I.... 'f I "rl. 111" II!!, ".~, ,. _'" I ,. ,. 
Iu" I II II .h. til,. '" 11111111\ 1 , " , I, II\.J III II" ~.I\;I'I"tI\ 1,\ I I(ItU\J ~ 
in 10 l h~' )or l!.:" \\ illl ,h"1f . '\ I"'nf hill .., I ti l 1~lt., lId. 'd rl. r I, 'r 

tll.f "\I j "1 ," I ,lt II "I I..... II" m,llt. ,I, bot·" I ."~'~ , - I lI-.a.1m \ 
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Robert De Frain is a Lifetime member #00466, He is currently 
receiving the Taro Leaf and thoroughly looks forward each and 
every issue. What he doesn't have is too many pictures, so 
always enjoys others' pictures. His only comment is that when 
the Taro Leaf comes with all those wonderful pictures, he would 
like the names of the people in the picture along with their 
units. They all seem to have changed in looks since they were 
teenagers in Korea. 
Robert l. DeFrain, 24th Div.19th lnf. Company G. 
Aug 1950 . Aug 1951. 

Reply to Robert DeFrain 

Robert, We Tryl 
When we get names with the photos we make every 
effort to add them to the Taro Leaf. Sometimes we just 
get a stack of photos, unidentified, and rather than 
leave them out, we print them and hope someone will 
write Saying, "Hey, that 's m e." It has happened. 
Sometimes we get an 1D on a Buddy. Thanks for 
writing, and for the idea. See new Lost & Found 
Section ~ Billy . ­
.-\g;'lin ;'Ill ollts t<l nding i:;Sll(;, . I Iikl.' the f\.'IOI ! stories <lnd hope 
to have nil Interesting st l.1ry for you in thaL regard SO(lI}. 1 
got elll e-mail fr om a member [hat wh ile they were c leaning 
£In (l id cemeLery III Biloxi, MS. they f('luncl the overgr own 
weed infested grav e of a 2·l t h In fan try Division ~ ' ed.J1 of 
Hono r ,,"'inner from the PhlJ ipPln es. I If' wanted to gel ~l 

copy of t rl € c i lation for the award as they were going to 

rededic3te lhe grave. The MOl I winner was PFC Jam~s H. 
Diamond of Gulfport. MS. I as ked him to give us n story on 
th .. d'Fdi, ation for publi cal.ion 111 lhe TL. 
Keep up lhe good work. - Wes..... ... 
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LOOKNG FOR BUDDIES 
In the Spring 2005 Taro Leaf, Doreen Schibbelhute 
was looking for information about her falher 
Joseph Gagnon, 21 s , INF . Doreen 's current 
contact information was not available when her 
request was first printed. If you remember Joseph 
Gagnon, please contact Doreen at: 
Doreen Schibbelhute 
222E Raymond Road, Deeriield, NH 03037 
Phone # (603) 463-5998 / Cell # (603) 231-3613. 

In the May 05 issue of the Taro Leaf, (And 
in this one on page 47 there were some 
pictures sent in by Clyde Matlock for the 
3"d "C" Eng. M rs. Matlock would like f or 
anyone who recogni zes themselves or a 
buddy, t o please get in cont act with her a t 
the following address. 

Mrs Clyde M atlock , 6511 Macks Hill Road. 
Imperia l. MO 63052 

Oear Mr. Johnson, 

I'm looking for information on my uncle who went missing in the 
Korean War. I went to a Family update meeting in March and 
have tried all the web Sites they gave me and have sent to St. 
Louis for his records but they burnt in a fire. I left a message on 
the Korean War Project Unit pages and JJ McKeon sent me 
your email. A lady I meet in March said I needed to get his 
daily reports or the muster roll. Our family has done DNA but 
I'm at a dead end of anything else to do. I'm looking for any 
kind of information on my uncle or what happened to him. 
Corporal Robert Sherman Dampier (went by RS Dampier), 
service # RA14337372, MIA on Nov. 4, 1950, presumed died 
Dec. 31 , 1953 Company 0 , 1st Battalion, 19th Infantry 
Regimenl , 241h Infantry Division 
He did his basic training at Fort Jackson, SC. Jan. 20 ,1949 

Thank You , 
Lou Elien Dampier 
850 Hwy88 W 
Pencil Bluff, AR 71965 
1-870-326-4626 

Betty Campbell Porter is looking for anyone that knew 
her unde, iVISG Rosco Campbell of the 21" Inf. Reg!. 
He may have been wounded 11 July 1950 or captured. 
You may contact Mrs. Porter by phone. (423) 542-8667 

Dear Editor, 

My name is Robert Hartell. My grandfather, Robert 
'Bob' Hartelt, served with the Taromen in WWII. I 
don't know which unit he served with. I am very proud 
of him and the Taromen's service in the 2nd World War. 
Grandpa doesn't talk about the war at all, but I would 
like to know more about the Taromen. 

I have started doing research and I am curious if I could 
get the newsletter? Please let me know. 
Sincerely, 
Robert 
pureredwhiteblu@yahoo.com 

[~
Iamt~~ 
find out my 
father's military 
history. His 
name is James 
R, Kloentrup . 
I was told by a 
JJ Mckeon that 
a lot of people 
read the Taro 
Leaf. If you 
think you can 
help, let me 
know and I will 
send the 
information, 

This is a part of his life he never talked about. He 

passed in 1989. I woutd like to learn all I can about 

hi s military history. I have more information and a ton 

of pictures. Thank you for your time . 


Here is the information . 

My Father's Name: James R. Kloentrup (Jim, Jimmy) 

Rank: PV2 - S #: US52062447 - Branch: Infantry 

Unit: 19th INF REGT. - Division: 24th INF DIV. 

Military Occupation Specality: 0475 

S.W.A: 51-10-20 - by a missile 
Returned to duty: Far East Command 

OK. now my information 

Scott Kloentrup, 3904 Huntington Ave, Covington KY 
41015, Email: zippo_ky@yahoo.com 

With this email I sent some pictures of my Dad some 
pictures from the front line some time around Sep. 15 
1951 I think. 
Any info I get would mean a lot to me, as this was a 
time in his l ife he never talked about. I know 
something very bad haooened on a hill , What hill I 
don 't know. 

Thank you, Scott 

Please see Scott's other photos on page 29. 
~ Billv, Editor 

Ml'. John son, 
I read in the Internet that you headed an associa tion of 
former members of this great unit. I was in the 3rd 
s tationed in Munich during the cold wa r, a fter Korea and 
before Viet Nam. I would like to look at a roster of those 
soldiers that served in the 3rd when I was thel'e, from 1958 
to 1960. Can ,you help me? 
Th anks and God Bless, 
Ralph Falconi 
122 Route 210 
Stony Point. NY 10980 
(914- 522- 5122 

Rememher /} yendillg photos bJ' regular lIIail, ple(lse fend copi' ,. 
We do II)' to ,.e!uru photos, but Ivol.tld lIot lVall! 10 make a lIli.Hake and 

JlIil 10 r elul'll ()l'lgil1als. If you have OIher 241h memorahilio. und \'01( 
(Ire unSlJre what 10 do with il. lI'e lI'iII one da .. have a 24th In{a;,lrv 
Dil' ;SIOII Nfuseu1I1. a lld would apprc( iale )'011 .;haring your II/efl/ori~<; 
H·ilh itS. Thank y OIl. - BiI~l'. EJIIO" 
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Marcus Jones is 
look ing for 
information on 
hi s Unc le Verlin 
Howa rd who 
served with the 
24th ID during 
the latter part of 
the Korea n War 
possi bly with 
the 19th Infantry 
sometime 
between 195 1 
and 1954 . At 
one poi n t he was 

returned to the States but then shipped ba ck to Korea to 
guard POW's. Any information of identificatio n of the 
accompanyin g pi ctures would greatly be appreciated. 
Cont act Marcus Jones at mrjthel st@hotmaiJ.com. 

Buddy of V('rlin Howa rd 

~ 

Verlin Howard 

Paul Narson is a member of the 24 th IDA. He served with the 
II Zl st in M unich, Germany fmm March 196010 September 1962 
with Delta Co . Paul would like to contact you if you served in 
Munich during the same time fra me . He is trying to track down 
some of the guys be knew then!. Pa lll is also looking for members 
from the 3/2 1 rha f served in Viet Na m and took part in the last 
combat pa trol of the war in June o f 1971 o r 1972 . 
Ph (71 8) 357·804 8 .. 
Donald L. Duerk, MD (8/49-9/50 HQ 24th 21st 
Japan/Korea, IX HQ 121st EVAC) noted mention of Maj, 
Wade Heritage would like to have current status plus 
phone # if possible. Also looking to locate Alton 1. 
Brauda 21st Med Co . '49-'51 and others . He lives at 115 
Cove Ct., Colu mbia, SC 29212. (803) 732·1746 / Fax (803) 
732-0864. Donald is a retired Physician 

Elmore C Bates 

Edinburgh, TX Born 1922 

us. Army 
Sergeant First Class 
SerIal Number 06289434 

Killed in Action 
November 5, 1950 

s.upml fir~' ~J Bt~Q.<» o""valofW~klW<7.a 
fitfotuc In Jab> ;.,.ror.a.'" _, a rnurhu ifa..."a", f. 

J'AIt b(tnq fWd".,.. 14th/>(om;, Di "1okIrl H, ~ 
CJ1Wil1 kn""" whI. dtfmtJ"l &J pr:w/lOPl atP1f>l mr:»Ji~. 
"-_ftnQ/2 rho }bluRh,. Nonhhr«l.""N;,~ 

J. 1950 


,.~ 1.J l«ltWJy f7li ~aIc,. SrTporu Ji'ir>l 0011 &'1 we» 

_JMltM 31. ,!I.v. ,Jw .&a-Sta; lh, ~mcn 
Ri~", Alp/. H.Jrt rJw ~lof~J Baip 
II,. Ka-, s.n.iu IM~ tnJ m. U~~ Srnoi<» 

"'00J 

IHE f'OREAN ''''.-\R VETERANS HONOR ROll. 
Above is a copy of a pa ge from the Korean War 
Veterans Honor Roll a bout SF C E lmore C. Bates, E 
Compa ny, 19,h Infantry who was KIA on th e same 
day t hat, best I rem ember, tha t Red Cloud was cited 
for the Meda l of Honor. I a m certa in tha t some of 
OUr Associa tion members that were i n E/1 9th a t th at 
time will remember Sgt Ba te s. I did send Joe 
Swee ney a copy. 

The copy was fu rn ished to me by M/Sgt Stewart H. 
Ba te s, USA Ret. , his younger brother. Stewart was 
wi th the l S7th Airborne a t the sam e t ime Elm ore was 
in th e 19 th . H e stated he wou ld lik e to hear from any 
vete ran that knew Elmore. His address is: 

M/Sgt Stewart H . Ba tes, 515 Native Oak , Ingram, 
Texas 78025·3539 

Bacil Steed , who s erved with the 3" Pl atoon, 241h Recon, 
is looking for Lt. CoL Hubert L. Carpenter (USAR) A. Co . 
3'd "C" Enginee rs . Is he still around? Wife? Current email 
address? 

Baci l is also s till looking for Norman Hammes. You ca n 
contac t Bacil at: 46 Chewing Street, Page A.C. T. 2614 . 
Australia or Bacil BSteed@netspeed.com.au 

• 

« • 
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Books of Interest 
The Taro LeafBooks of IntereST section is jor Members who have wrillen of their experience.~ with the 24th and olhc)' 

who have wriuen abou, [he WarriOl:s of/he 241

" 10. 

We /ookfon",'ord 10 ha ving many more books to share with our }'1embership. - Billy, Editor 


REACTIONARY­

REVISED 2000 


Reactiol1ary was the tag the Chinese put on Lloyd W. Pate when he was captured 
during the Korean War. It was H badge of honor for the young soldier. Placed with 
others in a Reactionary Squad, he did his best to tonnentthe enemy, as was his duty. 
Looking back from R half-century afterward, I SG Lloyd W. Pate, Ret. Inf , tells his 
story of combat Rnd his term as a POW in frank, honest language. Torture and 
attempted brainwRshing were th e rul e of the day and he depicts this in unflinching 
detail. Sabotage, misery, and the pain of seeing one's own countrymen collaborate 
with the enemy all had their part to play. Reactionary-Revi sed 2000 is a gripping and 
important work. 

Lloyd W, Pale 
lSG. us wy. Int. . Retired 

I SO LLOYD W. PATE, RET. INF, served as an Infantryman for twenty-three years. 
In addition to his Korean service, Pate pulled two tours in Vietnam in the Second 
Battalion, Twelfth Cavalry, I st Cava lry Division ( 1965-66) and In the 
Reconnaissance Platoon First Battalion , 505th, Eighty-second Airborne (1968-69). 
Now retired, Pate enjoys coin collecting and metal detecting. He is a res ident of 
Georgia. 

The fOllowing was fOund in Surbac's book about the 2 1 stln(antrv. 

General Orders WARDEPARTMENT 
No. 68 Washington 25, D.C., 14 August 1945 
19. CANNON COMPANY, 21ST INFANTRY REGIMENT, is cited fro outstanding heroism and gallantry in 
supporting the drive of an airborne division from Nasugbu to Manila, Philippine Islands, 31 January to 5 
February 1945. On 31 January the Cannon Company, 21 st Infantry Regiment, landed at Nasugbu, Luzon. It 
was the only armored unit in support of the airborne division at that time. When heavy resistance was 
encountered at Cayungan on 1 February, this company moved forward under hostile artillery and automatic 
weapons fire to cover the advance of leading units across a deep ravine . By direct fire , promptly and accurately 
placed, this company neutralized enemy automatic weapons permitting the seizure of the position with 
minimum losses to our forces . On 2 February at Aga the division advance was held up by another strongpoint. 
Despite the fact that its vehicles drew heavy hostile artillery, mortar, and automatic fire, this company 
advanced rapidly to forward positions and again by direct fire neutralized the enemy positions . On 3 February, 
during the advance on Tagaytay Ridge, from an area subject to enemy artillery, mortar, and small-arms fire , 
the Cannon Company, 21st Infantry Regiment, delivered direct fire on enemy replacements, greatly facilitating 
the seizure of the area . On 4 February , with assault units of the division, this company su rprised and destroyed 
hostile groups in four stone houses guarding approaches to the Imus River Bridge. This action enabled the 
mined structure to be secured before if could be destroyed. Buy aggressive action at Las Pinas the same day, 
the self-propelled mounts reduced pill boxes near the Las Pinas Bridge, permitting this bridge , also mined, to 
be secured before the charges could be detonated . [ .... ]." (Verbeck 109) 

Verbeck, William J. THE STORY OF REGIMENT IN ACTION. 
The 2 lst Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division secured the I sland of Mindoro, Ley te on 15 Dec 44 . This island is 
located just south of Luzon . l hRve not taken the time (0 follow the story on a map, bu t will follow up later because oflack 
of time. The above quote from Verbeck agrees with Wanen Johnson's account. A units from the 24th Infantry Division 
did provide armor support to an airbome division on Luzon during the time il1 question. 

Submitted By - Norm Dixon , 21 st from an Email from Larry who says, "There is {/ guy living in sew who was inlhe 
Cannon Company of the 21st. He was a referral from J'OU. Let me know ifyou need more. ,. 
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BATTERY ' A' 

26T B ANTIA IRCRA FT ~TIL"ERY 

l\LTOMATI C WEA PONS BATTALI ON 
APO 24 

UNI T ~ I S TOP'Y 

1 Movement 

a . Wh e n th lS o r ga nl zat l on was alerted at Damp Cr ouc h : Yamag uchi Hon s hu : Ja pan on 30 
J u ne 1 950 t he 1st pla !oo n wa s on amph ibious ma ne uve r s wi th the 19 th In f ant r y Regimen t a t 
Camp Me GJ. ll ; Yo k ohama < . ,~pa n . Th e 1s t p l a toon c OmrT,a n ded b y 1st L t , John R . Gri mes a nd h ad 
a ~ 1 o f l.ts T OlE e q u ipme::,:-. . Eq u ipme n t ot h e r tha n tha t in th e 1st p latoo n, e xcep t 2 ~ ' to n 
t ru cks a nd on e ~O cal . ma ch i ne g un wer e ino p e r atl ve d ue to l ac k o f pa rts . The 
o rga n lzatio n wa s S'_ort man y l.tems of eq u ipme n t , s u c h a s a wat er t r ail e r a nd on e - ton 
t.c a llers. The Divisi on ord nance l mmect la tely ls sued the n e c essa ry pa rt s f or a r ms an d h a l f 
t r ac k veh i c n. s a n d i t took a major eff o r t b y a ll c once r ned t o get v eh icl e s a nd a nt i ­
airc r af t gun s i n a s a tis f actory o pera tlon c o ndit i o n befo r e board ing on a n LS T fo r Korea . 

b . Batte r y ' A' ml n us th e 1 s t Plat o on d epa r ted Camp Cr ouc h at 20 0 0 ho u rs , 2 J u i y 1 950 
by mo tor convoy f or Ko kura where "re met by t he 1st platoo n o n 4. Ju l y the organ ~ z atl on 

l eft -=« :>K ura J apan o n LST Rll f or Pu s a n , Korea, a rri vlng o n 5 J ul y 195 0 . On 9 Ju l y we 
beg a n ITGv ing b y rail to '': ae Jon , a r riv i ng on 10 July , c . On 12 J u l y 1 950 the 1st section , 
1s t pl atoon was at tached -:'0 t h e 34 t h In f a ntr y Regime nt an d t h e 2 d sec tion , 1st p lilt.J.on 
was a tt a c hed to the 21s~..: n f Re gime n t . The mis slon wa s c lose s upport of In fantr y troop s 
and t he enemy was eng a ged at 1500 h ours 4. ffilles West of Songdam-ri Ko r ea . Yak fi g h te r 
p lane s s t r afed troops . 

COMMANDING Officers Were 

Cc~~and i n g Off l cer . Capt . Char le s W. Harrl son 

~xecutlve Otf l ce r, 1st Lt . Da nle l J . Ga rvey 


Pla t o on lead er , 1 st:. Pla t oon , 1s t Lt . J ohn R . G:::imes 

As sc. Plat o on Lea de r , 1 st Pla t oo n, 2d Lt Fr an k S . t-L. k u l skl 


Platoon Le ade r, 2d Pl a toon , 1s t Lt . Da n ie l L . ooo ne 

Ass t Pl a toon Le a der , 2 d Pla t oon , 2 d Lt . Dou g la s W. Bl aloC k 


1 s t Sg t , M/S gt. J o sep h W. Ha rder 

Pl a toon Sgt, 1 s t Plat oo n , S fc Fre d Jorgens on 


Pl a t oon Sgt , 2 d Pla t oon , M/Sgt Cl if f ord R . ~ 0'son 


2. Osan to Kum River 
a . The 1 s t p latoon a tta c hed to the 21s t In f ant r y Re glmen t eng a ged ~:_e ene my 2 miles 

Ea s t of KongJu o n 13 J u ly . No c a s ualtles we r e receiv e d . 

b . On 14 J u l y th e 1st p la toon reJOi ned UO lt an d organ i za tI on r.. _ : ;iJS 2d p latoon , given 
mlss ion of p rotec t ing t he Ta e jon Alr s t t:.l p . The 2 d pla toon a s s igne d the mis s ion of 
p r o tecti ng ._ :~;;.:. 24th Infant r y Divi sI on Comma nd ? os t i n Tae jon . 

c . On 15 J u ly t h e 1st p lato on was att:. a c hed t o the 19th I nfantr y Re glfnent wI th the 
miss i on of c lose s u f: :.. ··~.' ~ t o f I nfant ry t r oops an d on 16 J uly e n g a ged the e nemy at Toma n - r l . 

d . Ca s ual t les were as fo l l ows . 

Killed (1) Wounded (8) Mis sing (4) 
Pf c Lloyd Batten 1s t Lt . J oh n R . Gr ime s Cpl Edwar d F . O ' Ne i l 

Sfc F red J orge ns o n Pf c Be ryl G. Sm ~ c h 

P fc Guy Ba n n e r Pvt CurtIS A. He nderso n 
Pfc W~ll lam Ea r " e y ~~~ Ro ber t E . Scha efe r 
Pfc Ma rl on Thac ker 

Pvt Ke n ne th T. Van nett 

Pv t Fra ncis E . Wa rd 
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3 . Kum River Defense . 
a . The 1st p l a t oon du e to d a mage t o n ume r ous ha lf- t r a ck v e hl cle s a s a r e su lt of enemy 

acti o n on 16 o f Jul y and was a t tached t o th e 24t h D1Vi s ioll Or dn a n ce f or ex t e nsive 
repalrs . Div is ion Or d n a n ce wa s l oca t e d at Kumc h o n. 

b . 1 s t Jo hn R . Gr lTTle s , p IE -: oon l ea d e r 1st P l a t oo n , was wound e d i n ac tl o n o n 16th 
of J u ly a nd assi st ant p l atoon l ecid er, 2d Lt . Fr a n k S . Miku lsk i t oo k command o f th e 
p lato on . 

c . Thre e (3 ) h:l l f- t r acks anti -a lrera f t Ve h icles , l~ ton and c.h r ee ( 3 ) tra ller s we r e 
d e stroye d by 'Cnem y o n the 16 Ju l y 1 9 50 . 

d . On 18 Ju l y t h e 2d Pla to o n was a tta c hed to the 3 4t.h Ini a n t r y Re g iment with the 
m1SS lon o f c lose s upport of I n f antr y t roops Eng a ged enem y on 19 Jul y at Yus ong- my a . Two 
e n e my p lanes s h o t d o wn 

4. Taejon 
3 . On 20 Ju ly ~he 2d p l a too n e ngag e d the e n e my a long the Kum R1 ver a nd in Taejon . Two 

(2) half- tr a c ks e-lc l - airc r a f t veh l cles d e stroyed b y the e nemy. 

b . At 18 00 hou r s o n 2 0 Jul y t h e orga n i zat l o n wa s o rd e r e d t o withd.:- a w along t h e rout e 
we st of Taejo n whe r e a n e n em y r oa db l o ck was enco un t e r e d . The ene my dest r o y e d t wo (2 ) 2~­

t o n trucks , o ne ( 1) I J,.,j - ton v eh i cle a n d 3 ha l f - t ra c k ve h i c les . 

c . The f o llo wing EM we r e casua lt i es as a re s u lt o f e nemy a ctio n on 20 Ju ly : 

Wounded : (7) Missing . (9) 
Pfc El me r C De ll , Orfano Sfc ~ ' a n C 1S L Ge r ard 

Pfc Ha r o l d F La Br os s e Sgt Ne a l Mor r1 S 
Pf c Wil liam R S te'''':: ,~ L :l Cp l Charles B S ta n p hl ll 

P£ c Carl T St o ut Pfc Jac k E By e r s 
Pv t Jo h n fJ... Ga l l o wa y Pv t R ~ ch a rd B Boll e s 

Pv t Russ e l l J Ha r vey pvt J . W. BC" l ghl 
Pvt Geo ~ge F Tu r ner Pv c. Ruf u s G Huff s t i c kler 

Pvt Da v i d S Ros s le r 
Pv t Pa u l Sch recengost 

He a dq uar t e r s ·.c., te r y, 52 d AAA AW BN (S P) was a c t; va ted 20 Oct . 1950 a n d join e d t h e 24 t h 
D1Vis : - ;' 13 Ce c . 1 950 , se rvlng a s Hea d q uar te rs f o r t he va rl OU S batteries ~ ~ ~ i l 10 Nov e mb e r 
19 51 whe n p e r s o n nel were t r a n s ferred t o HQ & HQ Bt r y, 2 6t h . 

Ba"L t er y 'A', 21 st AM AV<.i BN (S P) J oi ned t h e 2 4th Dl v i s i on 1n J a n . 1 951 . It came t o the 
Div lsion a we ll - trai n e d a nd h igh l y e fli.c i e n t u n l t . It ' s r e c o rd ln Ko re a i s ou t sta nd i n g 
a n d is a t r i bu t e to t h e of flce rs a nd men It/h o ma d e up ehe ca t t e ry , The pe rs onnel of 
Bat t e r y lA' , 21s t we r e t~an s fe r r ed to Ba tte r y 26th o n 10 Nov 1 951 I wo u ld Ilke to take 
t h lS opp o rtun 1ty to t h a nk eve ry me mbe r of t he 2 6th for L ) (:; c oope r a tl on , ha rd wo r k a nd 
cou rag e wh l ch h as g o n e in t o t h e bui l d i~g o f t h lS o r g a n i za tlon . And f urthe r t o s ay as I 
a m s u r e c.h a t a l l o f you ca n s a y, that I a m pro ud t o b e a member o f a b a '. :..:-:~ lion wit h suc h 
an out s t and: :.g r e c ord o f ach i e veme nt and hon o r . 

ROY A . TATE 
L t Colonel , Ar t l l lery 
COl'runa nding 

Submitted By - Frederick Baker, 26'" AAA 22 



Concord Hymn 
fJ.\: Ralph Waldo Emerson 

By the rude bridge thm arched the./lood, 
Theirtlllg to April's breeze unfurled: 

Here once the emholl/ed/armers stood; 
Andti"red the shot heard round the world. 

The ./iJC long since in silence slept: 
Alike the conqueror silent sleeps. 

And Time the ruined bridge has swept 
Down the dark stream that seaward creeps. 

On this green blink, by This soli stream, 

We place with joy a votive stone, 


That memory may their deeds redeem, 

When, like our sires, our sons are gall e. 

o Thou who lIIade those heroes dare 
To die, and leave Theil' children Fee, - . 

Bid Time (lnd Nlltare gentiy spare 
The shaft we raised to them. and Th ee. 

SlIlIg allhe COlllph'1/011 Qllhc J)(II lie M OIIIIIIICII/. A/!!'i' 19. 1836 

19th Infantr Regiment 
Richard L. Gaskin Charles C. Polacek 

Harry H. Heiland George L. Powers 


Roy L. Hill 

34th Inl'antrv Regiment 

Samuel G. DeBiliis 


Charlie Card 

Jack S. Phillips 


63rd FA 
Marvin R. Schulz 
Edward L. Wilson 

24th Medical Battalion 
Walter R. Parrish 

SthRCT 
Carl Medlin 

Robert Reising 
Joseph Sagami 

21st Infantrv Regiment 
Charles F. Dickerson 


David E. Ramsey 

John Warner 


24th Di ision Headquarters 
Donald P. rrie 
Vic Holloway 

29th Infantry Regiment 
Ronald H. Hanson 

52nd F.\ 
Frank Zukowski 

'I I 11 th Field Artillery 
Joseph C. Kopic James J. Snyder 
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11 lb Field Artillcn 
James .I. Snyder 
James' wife Rochelle has reportedlhat James, 11th FA C Co, WWII, died in 2004, She did not the date of hi s deatt 
Cards may be sent to: 9430 E Desen Lake Drive, Sun Lakes, AZ 85248-7422, Phone: (480) 802-7396 

19th Infantrv Regiment 
Richard L. Gaskin 
We have fUJI anO/her one, - Bill Hfw/er 

Life Member Richard L Gaskin , Lebanon, Pennsylvania, died 30 June 200S, Dick was a member of B Company, 191 
Infantry in Beppu and Korea. He was a regular attendee of our reunions and had alrcady registered for Philadelphi 
Cards may be sent to his family, 110 E. Kline St., Lebanon, PA 17046-3032. 

Harry H. Heiland 
Harry H. Heiland, died March 29, 2002. 

Cards may be sent to: 168SA Devers Rd., York , PA 17404-1949 


Roy L. Hill 
Roy L. Hill died May 7, 200S. Roy served in Korea. Jean, hi s wife, writes, " We both love to read 
the Taro Leaf The Ihings he Illlked abollt most was Ihe time he .'pent in Korea and Japan." Cards 
may be sent to Jean Hill at 4581 Herman Circle, Port Charlotte, FL 33948-9635, Ph: (813) 625 ­
37S1 

Charles C. Polacek 
In the "Taps" section of the July/August issue of the Uniform Services Journal (published by the National AssociatiOl 
for Uniformed Services), there is a listing for MSG Charles C. Polacek, USA (Ret). Charles was a member of G Co. 
19th Infantry Regiment in 1950-S\. My rosters for 31 July 1950 and 31 Jan 1951 list him as being present on those 
datcs. In July he was a SGT and in Jan a SFC. Regards, Bill Roseboro, G Co, 19th lnf, 1950-5 1 

George L. Powers 
George passed away 2 March 2005. He served with the 19th INF/AT. 

Cards may be sent to George 's wife Philomine. 13333 Powers Lane, Crivitz, WI 54114-9042 , Ph: (71S) 757-3137 


Robert Reising 
Bob's wife Dorothy sent a notc to tell liS of his passing on 9 June 2005. Bob was a member of Task Force Smith. He 
entered the Army in February 1948 and served with K. Co. He received a Purple Heart for injuries recei ved 111 

September 19S1 while with the 19th in Korea. "He loved Ihe reunions. " 
Cards may be sent to: 2460 Persian Drive, Apt. 54, Clearwater, FL 33753 

Joseph Sagami 
Joe Sagami's daughter, Barbara, called to inform us her dad passed away 14 July 2005. Condolences/mcmorials may 
be sent to Allison Sagami, 1026 Castilian Court, Apt 103, Glenvicw IL, 60025. - Merry Helm 

21 . 1 rnfantrv Regiment 
Charles F (Fred) Dickerson 
Fred, a Platoon Leader and Company Commander of Fox & George Companies, 21 5t Infantry Regiment. passed aw 
Saturday, June 25th, 2005. Cards may be sent to his wife Virginia , 1528 S Jamaica St. Aurora, CO 80012-5020 

David E. Ramsey 
David E. Ramsey, WWIL Co. M, died March 29, 2005. Cards may be sent to : 512 Morri son Street, McMinnville, TN 
37110-3056 

.Iohn Warner 
John' s wife Carol has notified us that John dicd 27 Mar 2005 . Cards may be sent to 70843 Hwy 3 South, SI. 
Maries , ID 83861-8189 or phone (208) 245-5299 
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Vic Holloway 
Vic was with 24th Division Headqualters.1951-52 , he passed away May 31,2005. He had a love for his Division. 
Vic was a Life Member. he ne ver failed to let others know of our history in the Pacific. Cards Illay be sent. to Belty 
Holloway, 1656 Rowland Drive, Santa Maria, California 93454 - Sent in i:ly -Jim Dever 

Donald P. Frie 
Donald's wife Rosalie has written to let us know that Don died 8 December 2004. Cards may be sent to Rosali e 
Frie, 205 Meadowlark Lane # I , Melrose. MN 56352-1506. 

24th Medical Battalion 
Walter R. Parrish 
Mrs . Parrish writes: Walter, my husband of 64 years, passed away on 24 April 2005. He would have been 87 years 
old on 24 May. Walter got his basic training in Hawaii. and went on to Japan where he served with A. Company 
from 22 October 1942 until 5 December 1945. Cards may be sen t to : Frances E. Parrish, 91 Ruel Ave .. Hanover 
PA 17331-3424 

_1(_ ---.i 
Joseph C. Kopic 
Joe died 9 October 2004. Cards may be sent to his wife Irene: 13327 Dray ton Drive, Spring Hill. FL 34609-4440. 

29th Infantry Regiment 
Ronald H. Hanson 
He was in the hospital and was supposed to stay another day, but insi sted on going home that morning. Ron walked on 
his own from the car to hi s bedroom, where he sat on his bed and waited for his wife Bemita to come into the house. 
She sat ncxt to him on the bed where they embraced. "Dad passed with mom there heside him." Memorials can be sent 
to : Hospice , 212 Main Ave. N., Bagley Mn. 56621, the address for Ron's wife Bert.ina, P.O. Box 34, Bagley , MN 
56621. Ron 's Web Site: http ://home.comcast.net/-cwffl/wsblhtmlfview.cgi-homc.html -.html Please stop hy and sign 
the guest book.. 

34th lnfantry Regimenl 
Samuel G. DeBillis 
One of ollr most participating members has passed away. Our ranks grow thinner every day. 

I'm sorry to report the passing of my father, Sam DeBellis on June 10th. He would have been 75 years old on July 
20th. He is survived by his wife of 50 years, Joyee DeBellis. Two sons, Sam DeBellis, Jr. and Frank DeBellis. Dad 
dearly loved my wife Julie and hi s three grandchildren: Lindsey DeBellis, Matthew DeBellis, and Tyree Johnson. He 
was stationed in Japan with the occupation army in 1946. Sincerely, Sam DeBellis Jr: Cell: (541) 91 2-7104 
Email: Sam_DeBeliis@ quadrachemicals.com 

Charlie Card 
Charlie passed away on Wednesday, July 6, 2005. He served with Company B. from 6/44 to 1/46 ... in the New 
Guinea ... Philippines ... campaigns and in Japan and was awarded the Bronze Star Medal WIO LC, for heroi sm on Kilny 
Ridge. Leyte, in 1944. Ln the early fifties through thc sixties, Charlie was quite active in the Association, pri vileged to 
wurk cl(),ely with, and to be among the closest friends with one of the Association's founding fathers and long time 
Secretary Treasurer, Kenwood Ross. Surviving are Charlie's wife of 59 years, Martha Card, 2115 Crystal Hills Dr. , 
Houston , TX 77077, hi s son Bill , Viet Nam Vet, two Granddaughters and four Great Grandchildren . 

.Jack S. Phillips 
Jack passed away June 200 I. A Life Member, .lack served with the 34 during wwn. Last available address: 1334 
Brookedge Dr, Hamlin, NY 14464-9360. Phone: (716) 663-3044 
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5th ReT 
Cad Medlin 
A message from Carl' s wi Fe Ruth tells us that Carl died 4 February 2005. 
Cards may be sent to: 14199 Apple Creek Dr. Victorville, CA 92392-4652, Pbone: (760) 952-2254 

52"1 F\ 

Frank Zukowskv 
Frank Zukowsky, 85. passed away Saturday, June 4. 200S at Wishing Well Manor in Fairmont. He was born April I , 
1920. He served the U.S. Army from 1939 - 1945, serving in WWII in the 'A' Battery, 52

0d 
Field Artillery. He was 

present at Schofield Barracks at the time of the attack on Pearl Harbor. In 1944 he was sent to the China - Burma ­
India Theater where he traveled on foot through the Burmese jungle and through India and China. He earned the 
Bronze Star for a job well done in combat. 
He is survived by his wife, Gloria Zukowsky. As well as three sons. Frank Jr. , Phil and John, a daughter. Christine 
Kisner, and nine grandchildren. 

63"1 f < 

Marvin R. Schulz 
Marvin served with the Service Co. 63rd FA & 13th FA. His wife Lenore reports that he died 15 April 2005. Cards 
may be sent to 4591 W. Rutland Road, Brooklyn, Wl5352 1-9424, Phone: (608) 455-2535 

Edward L. Wilson 
Edward died 25 feb 2005 . He served with the 63rd fA ill Korea. 
Cards may he sent to his wife: .Joan, 16 Tme Lane, Seabrook, NH 03R74 

MOMENTS IN LIFE 


Thcl"t: are IIlOII/ents ill lili.· "h(~11 F0l! fIJi..:..· SOl/leOlle 

so IIIl1eh thill Foujflsi "';tJJt ({] pick {hem li'o ll/ Follr 
dr(';i/wi Hlld hllg Ilu '/1I fiJI ' rc;al.' 

H'llen If", door or happliw;5 closes, ano[Iier opens; 
h/l{ ol(t'n times we look so long at the closed door 
111;'11 we dOli" see the one~ which has been opened 
for tiS, 

/Jo n 't go fur looks; they Cal} df'ceir 'e. Don 't go fiJr 

w('alth; Cf-'CII th7f fhde..... a way. (;0 lor sonu~one 11'/10 

IIwkrs ),011 sl11ile, becalls~ it lilkcs onl)' <I s ntiit' 10 

Jl1ak(' a dark dar w~('ln hrighl. Find tlJ(: one~ that 

I/Jakes )'our hCaJ1 sinile. 

Dn'8111 wliat FOU wa]]1 10 rire;IIJJ; go where )'Ull wanr 

10 go; hc' whaf .VOll wnn( (0 be, because. FOll havt:: 

OI7~I/ one life and one chance lv do all the lhin/:::,· you 

want to do. 

AI:!) VOl! hm'(' (.' !Joll/jiJ happill(',...·... to []Jake .lOll 

swccc. t:llo/~{{h I rials to IIJaA(' you s lrullg, l"1I01lgft 

sorrow to keep )"ou IJlJllliJll fi nd Cll()l~g'h hope co 

make you happ,v. 

The happiest uf people don '[ neces.,arilv have lhe 
hcst of everylhing; they jusr nwke tl1e !JJOJI ol 
('veil' Ihing {hal cOlnes their way 

The hrighlf'SI Illlllre will always be based 011 il 

fhrgot/(~/J pasl; you ca/J 'f go liJnrard in life onlil T'V lI.' 
leI go o/:rol.lr past [il/Jures and /} carfi/chcs. 

H7u'l1 you were born, you were CI)'Jog and 
evel}.'onl:' arollnd y()U H~lS sinilin/{: Live YOll!" Jjj(;' so 

at the end, yuu're the OIJ(' who is siniling i/nd 

LTCJ)-r)ne aroundyou is C/ying. 

"WI,' .'IRE O:V/X PASSING TIIROC(;HTHlS WORLD TO GET TO A BETTER PLACE. Pl.F:ASF: 1'41\E TifF: 
nMI:.' TO HELP SOMEONF ~U.U.'V(; THH 11~!,,' 
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THE SAGA OF KIYOHITO (MIKE) TSUTSUI 

Mike was the only Japan ese Nat ional captured during Ihe Korean War. He was born February 17, 1930, in Southern Japan. At the end 
of the Second World War he gained employment at a nea rby US Anny Base. He soon became the head of the kitchen police at 
Headquarters Battery, 63 rd Field Artillery Battalion of tbe 241 h In fantry Di vis ion a t. Camp Hakala, Jupan. 

When the unit was alerted to go to Korea to fight lhe Communist invasion from the NOlib. Mike was asked by the Battery 
Commander, ) ' 1 Lt. Herman W. Starling (Q accompany the unit. He said yes and was gi ve n uni fonns, a weapon and ammunirion. 

Tbe 63'" F AS departed .Iapan on .Iul y 4, 1950 and arrived in Pusan Ihe following day. On .Iuly 14, 1950, Mike and olhers from his unil 
became Pri soners of War. Mike was given a rank and serial number to remember lest the NOl1h Koreans fi nd out he was actuall y a 
Japanese civi lian and in Korea illegally. He could have been shot as a spy had the NOlih Korea ns fo und. 

In those days all Koreans spoke Japanese because of the 40 year occupatioll by Japan . 

Mike was pressed into se rvi ce as the head interpreter and was severely beaten 0 11 a daily basis. He would interpret in such a way <JS to 
save the Americans being intelTogaled from bea tings or even death. Mike did all this with complete disregard for h is o\vn li fe and was 
l:l\va rded the Medal o f Freedom with Palm, the highest medal the United Stales could bestow on:it foreign national a t that lime. 

Mik e was repatriated on August 17, 1953 and sent home to Japan . He had no back pay coming or be ne fits and the Japanese 
gove rnment was investigating him because he left the country illegall y. 

Some of the POW officers of {he 24'h Divis ion brought Mike to the states on a student visa. Life was hard for Mike as he had no 
formal education in English. He had to drop out o f college and wenl to Maine to live with Sborly Estabrook ( 8 11 9/24) who was a 
POW wilh him . 

Mike would soon have to retum to Japan because his visa was going to expire. He could not enlist in Ollr Anny but could volunteer for 
the draft whicb he dld. After his trai ning he \-vas stat ioned in Yokohama . It was here he was awa rded the Medal o f Freedom . 

Senator 8arry Goldwater became interested in Mike case and had him transfened to Ari zona and th e Senator sponsored him for 
cit.i zenship in 3 pri vate bill before Congress. Mike became 3n American Citi zen. Mike W <lS disc harged from the Anny li nd traveled [0 

Nebraska where Estabrook was stationed and was sworn tn the Regular Aml y. 

Mike served his new co untry for 20 yea rs with a tour in Viet Naill. After his retirement he went to work for the government at Ca mp 
2ama )<lpan . And finall y he re tired al together and takes care o f his aged mother in Tokushima Japan. 

Mike was awa rded 14 med als. 

Medal of Freedom with Palm Viet Nam Service Mcdal with four Brollze Campaign Stars 
Bronze Star Medal with 2 Oak Leaf Clusters Republic of Viet Nam Campaign Meda l with "60'" Dev ice 

Arm~' Commendation Medal M eritorious Unit Commendation with Oak LeafClusrer 
6 Good Conduct Medals Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm. 

Nalional Defense Ser-vice Medal 

For many years, friend s of Mike have attempt ed to obtain military cr~dit for his time as a POW. All efforts fail ed. The Department of 

the Anny once said that. such action would set a precedent for other in the same circumstances. But thi s is not possible as Mike was 

the only one ever so affected . 


But Mike is a tighter and never gave up his quest to get credit for his POW time in Korea even though he was not in our Anny. 


And now for the rest of the sto ry: 


On July 29, 2005 the Department of the AnllY, Office of the Assistant Secreta ry Manpower and Reserve Affai rs, issued a 

Memorandum for th~ US Anny Rev iew Boa rds Agency SUppOl1 Di vis ion in St. Louis and APPROVAL was granted in Mike 's case. 


Mike's time as a civil ia n intemee from 14 Jul y 1950 to 17 August 1953 is now considered act ive Federa l serv ice and he will be 

compensated accordingly. His retiremen t record \-yill be amended to show <lnd additional 3 yea rs, I month , and 4 days. 


His retired pay will now he recalculated to reflect the add ition 37 months and will he retroact ive to 30 October 1975, 


There is even more: Mike is now entitled to the POW Meda l, the Korean Service Medal, the United Nations Se rvice Medal and the 

Presidential Uni t Citation for hi s service in Korea. 


He can appl y for a Purpl e Heart Medal based on the many beatings he endured while a PO\\' as well as the new Korean Service 

Medal. 


Because of his loyalty to the United States ;:md to his fell ow Prisoners of War Mike ca n now be recommended for the DSC or perhaps 

a Silver Star Medal. He is also now able to file a claim with the VA for d isabilities related to his time as a PO W. 


Wrinen by: 

Shorty Estabrook 

238 16 Matador Way, Murrieta CA 92562, 951-600-7222 

POW Korea 37 Monlhs 13 days 

Founder of the Tiger Survivors 
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19th Infantry Regiment 


19th Infantry 
Regiment 

Ed Hllnter and Henry G urtillkle, Ja nuary 1945. 
Ed wri tes, "Our camp 01 Mindoro. Nenry 's parents 
were both killed ill Nazi concellfration camp. Th ey 
paid lOp money /0 have bOlh Henry and his sisler 
sm uggled QUI oj Germany . Henry la ler became my 
besl mall . All excel/ent soldier. ,. 

Hollandia, August, 1944 

Ed Hunter, At HQ Co. J" BN, 19'" JNF ca mp on the oceans edge. 'HQ CO. 

\vas a modesl grOllp .~o we wore our under j!Jorls Jor swimming. Thal "s 5 '15 " 

and 129 Lbs - Today I weIgh 135 Ib>. .. 


• 

Ley' e December 1944 
Ed writes, ' 'This i.'i of a town 
Ihal hie ./inally broke thro /lgh 
10 .Iinee we gal off Hill 522. 
Also, the jirs! l ime (hal we 
h'ere able 10 gel clean. Please 
notice, unlike lhe Europeal1 
War, there is no g lamour ill 
(his uniform; w/lic:h actually is 
a work 1I11{(orm . No rank, 
insignia or whalever. 
From here we went back fa 
Polo. boarded .liips and onlu 
Mindoro. Th e young lady ill 
lhe phuto IS 1101 my type. iVly 
girlfriend was Monde, hlue 
eyes, thin and shape~JI. . , 

August 1944, Holl a ndia 
Ed wriles, ·'1 liked thioS camp 'he !lesl . If was on the beach oj the clean, 
beal/lUul Pac~fic Ocean. From here we trained alld loaded nn board 
.';hips for the Ley/e lallding 

28 




19th Infantry Regiment (COI1I. 

Mindoro, December 1944 
Ed writes) "This was the ammo ship. 
Photo on le rt submitted by ~ Ed Hunter, 19111 IN F 

T hesE' photos 0" the Kor ean Front Li ne were submi tte d by - Sco tt 

Kloentrup. son of James R. K loen trup pictured below . Scott is 

looking for £I n)iOn e v.'ho knew his D<:l d. Score' s conl8.ct inform ation 
can be foun d in the Looki ng For Buddies secti on page 17 

Do you recognize yourselfor a Buddy? 
Let us kn ow' - Billy, Editor 

29 


http:conl8.ct


24th Infan Division Association 


BEA MEMBER MEMBERSHIP APPLICA nON RECRUIT A MEMBER 


I des ire to be enrolled (or) reinstated as a Member (or) Associate Member of the 

24th Infantry Division Association, 


and thereby be affiliated with th e 

Greatest Combat Division 


the United States Anny has ever known . 


NAM E_________________________________________________________________________ 

A DD RESS __________________________________________________________________ 

CITY ________________ STATE ____________ ZlP CODE ______________________ 

TELEPHONE _________________________________ EM A IL __________________________ 

OCCU PATION ___________________________________________________________________ 

SPOUSE'S NA M E _______________________ CH I LDREN & AGES __________________________ 

SPONSOR 'S NA ME _________________________________________________ 

(Re/a /to l1 to 5P0l1501 l{the Apphca llOl1 lS for ASSOCUlle lHemberslrip) 

SERVED IN THE 24'" or was ATTAC HED TO THE 24'" 


UN IT .... SQUA D ___ PLATOON _ CO MPAN Y BN. REGT. HQ_ FROM ___ TO 


UNIT . ... SQ UA D PLATOON COMPANY BN. REGT. ___HQ____ FRO M ___TO _ _ 


REMARKS __________________________________________________________________ 

**************************** ********** ************* •• • ********** ********************* 


Annual - $ 15.00 _ Lifetime - $150 .00 
I Year F rom Dale of Payable in lump sum of $ 150.00 

Enli stin g in A ssoci a. tion or in 5 yea rl y payments of $30. 00 

Plens.c make checks paya bJ e to: 
"24111 infantry Division Association" 

Mail with this completed application to: 
Donald E , Maggio 

Secretary/Treasurer 
241h Infantry Division Association 

631 Concord Rd 
Fletcher, NC 28732-97.16 

Recommended By: ________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quartermaster 24 IDA 

Supply Price List 

Control # hem Descripti on Price Ea Contro l # Item Description 
19thI 24 ID Colored Patch $3.00 41 Lapel Pin 

2 24 IDA Colored PZ) tch 5.00 42 241 0 License Plate (new) wtTL 
3 24 10 Black enp w/ rateh 10. 00 43 Desert Stonn Cap - Black 
4 24 10 White C~p ""rpa tch FIrs t to Fight 10.00 44 Desel1 Storm Ha l Pin 
5 24 ID Window Sticke r 2" x 3" 2.00 4 5 W WII Cap Black Veteran or eIB 
6 24 ID Dccnl 4" 3.00 46 Korean War Cap Black Veteran or CIB 

Bolo T ie wlTL Gold 	 47 B umper Slicker-em
7 	 15.00

W/Gold or Black Chain 	 Bumper S ticker -­
4~

B olo Tie wfTL Silver 	 Proud ly Served w!T L
8 	 16.00Silver wfTL Sil ver 49 61h Tank BN Cloth Patch CIOlh Parch 

Beh Buckle w/T L 50 Purple Heart Medal H P-754
9 	 15.00

Gold or Sti ver Belt Budle 	 51 Bronze Sta r Medal HP-9 26 
291hto TNF C loth Patch (Color) 5.00 52 C ood Condllct Medal IW-92 7 

II 24 S ig BN Unit Cres t 5.00 53 Korcan Ser vice Medal HP-929 
19110 Inf Crest 54 Na t! . Derense Service Med <11 HP-957

12 	 5.00C urrcnt Iss ue $10 Pr 55 Victory Medal HP-958 
21>1 inf Crcsl 56 Si lve r Star Medal HP·95913 	 5.00
Curre nt Issue $ 10 Pr 57 ETO Campaign Medal HP-962 
341h InfCres t 58 DFC HP-96514 	 5.00
C un-ent Issue $10 Pr 59 Korean 8000 Mi ss ing HP-II 5 

15 11 1h FA Crest $1 0 P" 5.00 60 eM B 1'1 Award HP-569 
16 131h FA Cres t $ 10 P' 5.00 61 US Fla l! C lutch Back HP (V-3 7) 
17 19111 Pocke t Pa tch (Co lor) 5.00 62 241MM;diC<11 Bn Cres t 
18 2 111Pockel Patch (Color) 5.00 63 Pac ific Campaign Medal HP-963 
19 34 111 Pocket P(l\ch (Color) 5.00 64 AmeriC" rl Campa ign Med,, 1 HP·964 
20 11111 FA Pocke t Patch (Color) 5.00 65 Arm y o rOccllpation Medal BP·05 1

1h2 1 13 FA Pockct Pa tch (Color) 5.00 (J 6 Mcntori ous Se rvice Medal HP-056 
22 2410 Crest 5.00 67 UN Service Med<i l HP-059 

5.00 68 Philippine Libe mtion H P· 36 1 
24 	 341h Inr La pe l Pin 5.00 69 Korean Service Ribbon HP-099 

CIB ( lSI Award) 1- 1346 (M in i) 70 Air Medal HP-92525 	 5.00
M; n; DRESS MESS 7 1 DSC Hatp in HP-308 
CIB (2" A WMd) 1-1 347 (M;n, ) 72 Brmg 'Em Home/Back HP-214

26 	 6. 50M,n; DRESS MESS 73 American Defense Meda l HP 
27 CID Lapel Pin 5.00 74 Vie tnam Serv Ice Medill HI' 
n 191h Cap Dark Blue/Crest 10.00 75 24 [0 Hatpin 
29 21 Sl Cap While/EmbrOidered Pa tch 12.00 76 24 10 T ie-Regul ar 

2 1~ l Cap Dark Blue IEmbroidered 	 77 24 fD Flag, 3x5 St.:ree n Print Outdoo r Flag30 	 12.00
Patch 78 63N Field A rtillery C loth Patch 

3 1 34 1h Cap Dark Bille wlCresl 10.00 79 A lmy Commenda tion Medal HP 
32 24 IDA Ca p Dark Blue w/ Pa lCh 10.00 80 Sold iers Medal HP 
33 Cap w/TL. Red or White GE RM AN Y 12.00 8 1 PO W Medal HP 
34 24 IDA Red or White Caps 10.00 Anned Fo rces Rese rve

82 	 HP
35 24 lO A Gree n Cap 10.00 Medal 
36 24 JD Wh ile Mesh Cap 10.00 ["'Deca l 24 ID 
37 3,,1Eng. C rest 5.00 

83 
Sell 12 fo, S 1.00 

38 141h Eng. Cres t 5.00 84 241h Chri slmas Ca rds toea. Packet 
51h39 RCT Pocket Patch 5.00 85 World War II Tapes (!.la r1s Austra lJa ) 

40 5th RCT Cap, Red 10.00 86 24 ID Ncck Wallet s 

Quartermaster, 24th IDA 

Frances Wittman 

1385 Terri Street 


Keyser, WV 26726 


We re quire $3. 00 postage and Handling. 

Price Ea 
$5.00 

6.00 
12 .00 
3.00 

12 .00 
12.00 
3.00 

3.00 

5.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

10.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3. 00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3. 00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

20.00 
55.00 

5.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

3.00 

.10 

8.00 
15.00 
4.00 

Please allow six weeks delivelY. No Phone Orde,.~; Please. 
Post a copy of thi s or any o f our ads at your loca l Vets C lubhouse. Olhers may be interested in sOlne or tbese items. 

31 



21 st Infantry Regiment 

CANNON Co, 2Ft Regt - Phljjpplne Islands - WWII 

'Duty"Roper & Guglielmelli 
21sllnfantry(Left Lo Right) Regiment 

Guglielmelli 

Cannon I Crew 

I st Row Lefl to Right 
Roper . Fess . Roberts. Ker win , Cisneros. 
Campbe ll 

2nd Row Left to Right 
Guy . Forney. C lark . Papu. Bryant 

WWII Photos Submitted Oy - Emilio GuglielmelIi , Jr. 21 " INF 

B ill y E. McFarland w rites, "Ran across this marker 
in a very old cemetery in Tubac, AZ, south of 
Tucson off Interstate 19. Thought if might be of 
some Imerest. 
Bi lly se r ved with 'K ' Co ., 21" INF 1950-1 95 1. 
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21" lnfantly Regiment (COIlt.) . ' . ______ ..~~=u~~~ 

The/ollowing "rlicie is reprinted with permissionji'om the Ashville Citizen-Times and citizen-times. com. • 

Our Thanks to Phil Fernandez, Managing Editor. ­-

WWII VET RECALLS UNEXPECTED KINDNESS 

FROM A JAPANESE SOLDIER 


By J ack Si l ver 

CITIZEN-,~MES READER 


ASHVI LL~ - The s to ry a bout t he t wo Jap a ne se s old i ers st i ll i n hidl ng In t he 
Philipp ine s (AC-T May 28 ), b rought ba ck a memory o f a J apan e se ma n I met right 
a f ter Wo r ld Wa r II . The Japan ese formal l y surrendered i n September 1 945 . My 
out fi t , the 21s t In f ant r y Re gimen t , wa s amon g the f irs t to g o in to Jap an in late 
Sep tember . I jo ined them In October. 

Eve ryone was ve ry wat c hfu l and edg y be cau s e we didn ' t know if some J apanese 
so ~d iers, st i ll loya l to Hide k i To jo, the p rem i er , migh t try to kill u s . Empe r or 
Hir ohi to had s ur ren de r ed and Toj o tri ed to a s sa s si nate him. To]o was la te r 
executed by f irlng squad fo r to r tur ing h i s enemi es t o get ln fo r mation . 

My compa n y was i mmedl ately d~~l oyed to a Cl t y up in t he mo un tains to s e cur e a 
J a panese a irf i eld . We fo un d the a irf i eld stil l in fa i r cond i ti o n, and a la r g e 
h angar , ha lf dest royed . An American gene ral flew i n and lande d o n t h e fi eld , and 
hi s small p la ne wa s place d in t he end of t he hangar where the r e wa s no roof , 
be ca us e the e nd wi th a roof was fu ll of old mili t ary ve hi cl es and junk . 

Two ot h e r so ld ie rs and I wer e as s igned to gu ard th e p lan e fo r t he n lght . We 
t ook tu rns, tw o wi th t h e pla ne, a n d one t o s leep in the e nd of the ha nga r with a 
roof . Wh en my turn came to sleep, I bu ilt up th e big fire we ha d going a nd 
wrapped up i n my blanket with my r i fle . Somet ime l at er , I was a wakened by s omeon e 
touching me a nd loo ked up into the e ye s o f the ugl ie st J apanese man I had e ve r 
s een . 

Hi s u n i f::~~ was in rags a nd h e was v ery th in . Wh en h e ope ned h is mout h , I c ould 
see his big bu ckteeth h a d be en fil l e d wi t h l it tl e s pecks of si ~ ver in a b et t er 
day , but n ow hi s teet h had decay e d around them . He wor e spec tacles tha t didn' t 
fit over h i s eyes a nd h e hadn ' t s have d i n ma ny days. 

I J erked the bl anket off a nd po inted my r i fle a t the man . I almost p ul led the 
tr i gge r . I gue s s t h e Good Lord stopped me fr om shootIng h im when he we nt dow n o n 
his knees and sta r ted begging fo r his life , I gu es s , in Japa n e se . 

Then h e pointe d t o my s mokin g bl anket . The f ire had p oppe d o ut litt le pi e ces of 
bu r ni ng wo o d and they had landed o n my blanke t. He was pickin g the bur n i ng ch i p s 
o f f me when I wo ke . 

He h a d c ome in f r om t he c o ld, l o o k in g fo r warmth and some th Ing to e a t , i f I 
would give it t o hIm . I f inally motioned f or him t o si t down by the fi1'. 2 , gav e 
h lm tw o c ho co Late ba r s a nd we sat looki n g a t each o t he r f or about t wo ;"ore 
hours . Then , I re l ieved o ne of the o the r me n a t the p la ne . When I ret ur ned , the 
J a pan e se ma n was g one . 

I hav e often wished that I cou ld ha ve unde rstood h is lan gu age a nd he a rd his 
s to ry . And I oft en wo nder what happened t o my fo rmer enemy wh o ma y have s aved my 
life . 

J a c k Silve r live s in Ashe vi lle . Th is is his t h ird submi ss lon to HOu r Stor ies. II 

l~rlick Submitted By - Don Maggio , 241h AG 
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WELCOME TO HOLIDAY INN HISTORIC DISTRICT 

PHILADELPHIA 


HOTEL RESERVATION FORM 


24TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION REUNION 
September 21 24, 2005 

Room Type Requested Rate Number 
(Ch ll d r e n under 

in Party 
a ~[ ~I free ) 

Queen Slze S ~n9 1e 

Standard Size f wo 
King Slze Slng1 e 

Bed 
Beds 
Be d 

$95 . 0 0 
$95 . 00 
$95 . 00 

*Note : Current room tax 1 5 14% and is subject to change . 

SPECIAL REQUESTS : 

Smoklng___ Non-Smoklng ___ Connectlng Room ADA Room _ _ _ Hearing Impalred 


"All spec~al reques[ s 1,-1.111 b e nor:.ed bur. cannot be guaranteed due co r:.he overall hotel availac: l;ty . 

RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY September 1, 2005 TO ENSURE ROOM AVAILABILITY 

(After thi s date , rooms will be on space and rate ava ilabll:_~y only . ) 

The dlsco un ted room rate will be extended 3 days p ri o r to a nd after the reunion . 

Date of Arriv al _ _ ____ Da c e of Departure _______ _ _ Number of Nights_____ 

Na:ne (Please Pn n t ) _______________ __ ___ _ __________________ 

Address : _______ _____ ___________ __________________ _ _ 

Clty :___________ State : ZIP : _______Te l e phone Number : ______ ___ 

E-mai l address :____ ___________________ 

If guaranteed to a maJor credlt card , pl ease give the f ollowlng lnrormatlon : 

AMEX VI SA MC DI SCOVERY OTHER _ _ _ 

Credit Card Number : ______ ____________Ex pi rat ion Date : _____________ 

Slgnature : _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mail t h lS form and your c h ec k to : 
Holida y Inn 
Historic Di str ic t 
400Arch St reet 
Phi adelphia, PA 19106-2120 

Te':"c;}hone Reservation : 1 - 800 - 843 - 2355 Confirmation Number : ______________ 

Reservatlons may also b e n l :l ,:j~ by 10gglng onto http : //www . ho1iday-inn . com/phi1adelphla ­
hlstorlcdistrlct using 3 letter booklng code INF 
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Tour and Meal Registration 


TimelDate Activity Per Person #Attending Amount 

Thursday 
September 24, 2005 

9: 00am-6:00pm 

8:30am-8:00pm 

Allan lic City 
or 

Washin gton, DC 

$35,00 

$55,00 

x 

x 

$ 

$_­ -

Friday 
September 23, 2005 

8 :30am-2 :20pm 

9:00am-3 :30pm 

Batt leship New Jersey 
or 

Fun in Phil adelphia 

, 60,00 

$60,00 

x 

x 

$_­

$ 

-

6 :30pm-II :OOpm Aloha Banq ll cr 
Pork Cutlet $31.00 x S 

File t of Sea Bass S3 1.00 x $_­ -

Saturday 
September 24, 2005 

9:00am-12 :00pm Ladies Break fas t S19, 00 x $ 

8:00am- 1 0:00am Un it Memorial Breakf~st $ 19,00 x $ 

I 2 :30pm-4 :00pm 

12:30pm 3:45pm 

Va lley Forge. PA 
or 

Histori cal Philadelphia 

$3 1.00 

$25,00 

x 

x 

$ 

$ 

6 :30pm ­ II :OOpm Memorial Banque t 
Rib-Eye of Bee f 
Ch ic ken Medi tel1'anean 

$31.00 
$3 1,00 

x 
x 

$ 
$ 

Registration Fee $ 15 ,00 

Total Amount Enclosed $ 

Please Note: Spouse and Guests do not pay <J. registration fee. All Assoc iation members, former and cu rrent 

Division Members must pay. 


Make check payable to : 24th Infantry Division Association 

and lJIaii to: 

Sam Slater 


425 East Moreland Road 

Willow Grove, PA 19090-3605 


Remember those who pay together stay together 

3S 




- - --- - - ----

24th Infantry Division Association Annual Reunion 

September 21 , 2005 - September 24, 2005 

Holiday Inn Historic District Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, P A 


Name: (plea« print) _ _ _________ _________ _____ 

Address: _____ _ 

C ity: _________ ___ State : -- ­ Zip: - ­ --- ­

Phone Number: - ­ - - ---- ­ - E-Mail : 

Name of Wife/Guests Attending: 

Please list any food allergies or spec ial diets required. Please be specific. 

Information for your name badge 

NickJ1ame Unit Period 

Location ________ First Timer? YES NO 

Survey for Reuni on Coord inator. Will you be a rri vi ng by: 

Air Car Train Bus 

REMINDER 
If you have a group of friends and wish to be seated together, get together and pay 

together. Only 10 people at a table, if you wish to be sea ted with you r friends at the 
Banquets, you must ma il all registrat ion fo rms along w ith approptiate payments in one 
envelope otherwise we cannot guarantee that you and your fri ends will be seated 
together! 

Make Checks Payable to: 
24th Infantry Division Association 


and Mail to: 

Sam Slater 


425 East Moreland Road 

Willow Grove, PA 19090-3605 
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24'h [Ilfalltry Division Reunion - TOURS 
Thursday September 22, 2005 Atlantic City $35.00 per person 
At lantic City is we ll known fo r it' s dazzling anay of Cas ino Hote ls, but there 's mo re' Take a walk on 
the oldes( boardwa lk in th e world - construc ted in 188 1, which boasts fin e restaurants, un ending 
attrac tions and a variety of boutiques and shops. A special bonus will await yo u upo n arrival. Bus 
depmis fro m (he ho tel 9:00am for the cas ino and w ill depart Atlantic C ity at 4:30pm we should arrive 

bac k in Philadelphia approximately 6 :00pm. 

Thursday September 22, 2005 Washington, DC $55.00 per person 
Was hington. DC is no t only the proud home of the nat ion's capital; it is a sophi sticated city in its own 
right. We w ill arrive at The Orleans Hou se where we will feast on your choice of Prime Rib, Baked 
Chicken or Bro iled Haddoc k and a Salad Bar. We will meet o ur tOllr guide at I :OOpm for a four-hour 
tour of our nati on ' s capital including the Monum ents s uch as World War II , Vietnam, Koran along with 
FDR and Roosevelt Park. We will depanure the hotel at 8:30am arrive for lunch at 11 :303m - departure 
W ashingto n DC 5:00pm and a rrive bac k at the hotel approximately 8:00pm. 

Friday September 23, 2005 Battleship New Jersey $60.00 per person 
A mong the most notable battles hips in th e Navy' s his tory is the USS N ew Jersey. Her keel was laid a t 
the Philadelphia Navy Yard in 1940, and the hull was la unched o n Decem ber 7, 1942. T he ship ' s 
sponso r was Mrs. Charles Edison, wife of the Governor of New Jersey and daughter-in-law of the 
famous inve ntor Thomas Edi so n. Laying of the Wreath Cere mo ny will take place upon o ur ani va l at 
8 :50am. We will tour the Battleship New Jersey until II :OOam at w hich time we w ill leave the 
Battles hip New Jersey to se t sail on the S pirit of Philadelphia for sightseeing along the Delaware River. 
Lunch w ill be prov ided du ring the cruise . We w ill depart for the ho te l at 2: 10pm and anive back at the 
hotel approxi mately 2 :20pm. 

Friday September 23, 2005 Fun in Philadelphia $60.00 per person 
The National Cons titution Cen ter is an independent, no n-p3l1i san, and no n-profit organization ded icated 
to increasi ng public unde rstanding of, and appreciatio n for, th e Cons tituti on, its history, and its 
contemporary relevance, through an interac ti ve, interpreti ve fa c ility within Independence Na tional 
His to rical Park and a program o f nat io nal ou treach , so that We the People may be tler secure the 
Blessings of Liberty (0 ourselves and our Posterity_ We will arrive at the Na tiona l Constitution Center at 
9: 15am for a film a t 9:40am. W e will de pan the National Constitutio n Cente r a t II :30am for the 
Spaghetti Warehouse where lunch w ill be served. We w ill depart the Spaghetti Warehouse at I :30pm to 
Ride the Ducks of Philadelphia. We w ill depart at 3:30pm for a short ride back to the hotel. 

Saturday September 24, 2005 Valley Forge, PA $31.00 per person 
Va lley Forge is the story of the six-mo nth encampment o f the Co ntine nta l Army o f the new ly fanned 
United S ta tes of A merica under the command of General George Washin gton , a few miles from 
Philad elphia. Pennsy lvani a. Thoug h no ba ttles was fought here fro m December 19. 1777 to Jun e 19 , 
1778, a s truggle against the elements and low 111 0ra l was overcom e on this sacred ground. We will 
depan the ho te l at 12:30pm and anive approx imately 1: 30pm fo r a ninety-minute visi t. Will we leave 
Va lley Forge 3 :00pm and arri ve back at the hote l approximately 4 :00pm. 

Saturday September 24, 2005 Historical Philadelphia $25.00 per person 
Philadelphia is the place where much of our history was born and today. hi story li ves on as Colonial , 
Revolutionary , and Federa l Hi story periods are preserved through muse ums and exhibits. We will 
depat1 the hotel at 12 :30pm and meet the Good Wife Mrs. Benjamin Frank lin at the Independe nce Ma ll 
for a three-ho ur to ur of Philadelphi a. W e w ill depart at 3:30pm fo r the hOle l and will arri ve 
approx imate ly 3:45pm. 

Enjoy Jour trip to Plliladelphia - The City Tllat Lopes You Blick. 
All prices are based on using 57-passenger motor coaches. If a minimum number of guests are not 
registered the tdp may be cancelled. 
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24th Infantry Division Reunion Meals 
Holiday Inn Philadelphia Hotel Historic District 

Aloha Banquet 

September 23, 2005 


Pork Cutlet in an Apple Brandy Sauce 

Or 


Herb Crusted Filet of Sea Bass topped w/a Mango Salsa 


Served with Sa lad , Rolls & Butter, Fresh Vegetable, Appropriate Accompaniment, Chef 

Se lect Dessert, Coffee, Tea & Iced Tea. 


$31.00 Inclusive of Tax and Gratuity 

Saturday Morning Breakfast 

September 24, 20005 


Cinnamon Supreme French Toast 

Luscious Sl ices of Cinnamon-Infused Rolls Dipped 


In Egg Batter & Grilled to a Golden Brown 

Served with Creamy Butter & Wanm Syrup , 


Scrambled Eggs w/Bacon 

Served w/Fresh Orange Juice, Bakery Basket & Coffee or Tea 


$19.00 Inclusive of Tax & Gratuity 

Memorial Banquet 
eptember 24, 2005 

Nine Spice Roasted Rib· eye of Beef served in a Burgundy Demi Glaze 

Or 


Chicken Mediterranean - Sauteed Chicken Breast topped w/Roasted Red Peppers served 

in a Zinfandel Demi-GJace 


Served w ith Salad, Roll s & Butter, Fresh Veget.ab le, Appropriate Accompaniment, Chef 

Select Dessert, Coffee, Tea & Iced Tea. 


$31.00 Inclusive of Tax and Gratuity 

C \ H BAR \\ 11.1. UE A " .\I L \ BLE 
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---------

ATTENTION 
ALL UNITS 

There is a change in the procedure for the Unit Memorial Breakfast. Starting 
w ith this reun ion and a ll future reunions, the Memoria l Breakfast will be treated 
a s another Associatio n event. Your annual breakf.st will be he ld Saturday, 
S eptember 24 , 2005, 8:00 AM a t the Holiday Inn Philade lphia Hi s toric Dis trict, 
Phil.delphia, PA. The Unit Mess Hall location for each unit will be posted at 
the regi strati on tab le. The cost for each breakfast is $ 19.00. Since tbe 
Associati on' s Annual Meeting follows at 10:00 AM , it is requested that 
attendees at the Memorial Breakfasts be punctual so we may conduct our 
business, eat our breakfast and adjourn to the Assoc iation Meeting at 10:00 
AM. 

Make checks payable to: 2l" h~/al11lY Division Association 

I}/.il check.,' fo: S"III Slater, 425 East Moreland Road, WillolV Grove, PA, 19090-3605 

UNIT MEMORIAL BREAKFAST REGISTRA nON FORM 

N AME: 

STREET 


CITY STATE ZIP: 


UNIT BREA KF AST TO 

ATTEND___________ 


Unit Mess Hall Headcount 
3'd Engr ( 5'" RCT ( 555"' FA Bill Boyden 
19'" Infantry (29"' Infantry Jim Cooper 
2 J" Infantry I 52"" FA ( I II" FA Wes Mon'ison 
341h Infantry I 63'd F A I 261h AAA Roger Mitten 

M embers of units not li sted above may, if they desire , sign up fo r a breakfast 
w ith whatever unit they feel comfortable with . 

No one, NO ONE, will be a llowed into the Mess Hall with a lit the proper 
identification showing they had paid tor the Breakfast Headcounts may at their 
discreti on, accept payment at the door but mu st li st each pa yee tor 
accounta b ility. 

Send this form along with your Association Regisfration Meal & Tour form. 

~ ""., 
_, I' \ '. 

\\'j 
LADIES BREAKFAST \\', 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2005 AT 9 AM 

Be sure to s ign up for the lad ies breakfast - you don ' t wa nt to miss it. 
Donna's Dallceworks will perfonn for you. DUl1na 's DancelVorks has 
performed in Wildwood, NJ , Disneyworld in Orlando, FL and has 
participated in the Philadelphia Thanksgiving Day Parade. 

BREAKFAST WILL TAKE PLACE AT THE SAME TIM E THE UNlT 
BREAKFASTS AND THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION 
ASSOCIATION GENERAL MEETING TAKES PLACE. 

LADIES BREAKFAST 
Cinnamon Supreme French Toast 

Lusc ious Slices of C innamon-Infused Rolls Dipped 

In Egg Batter & Grilled to a Golden Brown 
0­

Served with Cream y Butter & Wanm Syrup , M 

Scrambled Eggs w/Bacon 
Served w/Frcsh Orange Juice, Bakery Basket & Coffee or Tea 

NAME ______________________________________ 

STREET _____________________________________ 

CITY AND ZIP CODE___________________________ 

COST $ 1900 (Inclusive of Tax & Gratuity) 

NUMBER ATTENDING: AMOUNT ENCLOSED : _____ 

Send this form along with yo ur Association Registration Meal & Tour Form 

http:breakf.st


Troopers & Loopers 

The following picture was taken from the W/.\CO!l.Wl Korea/l 

War Memorialfhal 1 1;lslfed i l/ \ f a week a~o. This i.~ (or 1/011 3rd ID 
ve/~ al/d (In.-r Ou/post I-I(/n~v " ;II't' il'ors ' hal n;ay be on Iju s ,is,. - Will 

Siege of Outpost Harry: in a series of mghtly 811acks over 
eight da ys in June 195 3, the Chinese Iried and fai led 10 wre<;t thi s 
slrategi(; spot rrom Gi s· Korean Wa r VFW Mtlgu'(.ill e, May, 2003 by 
Tim Dyhouse 

The Americans knew an attack on Outpost Harry was coming. 
As U.N. and Communist negotiators haggled during Ihe first week of 
June 1953 in P,l11 nllllljo ln , U.S. troop!> fort ifi ed dcfell ::lcs around the 
outposL--a hill that sat some 425 ya rd s in frol1l of the U.S. Main Lmc 
o f Res istance (MLR) and on ly 320 yards from Chinese Communi st 
Forces (C'CF) pOS itions. 

Basc;:d o n U.S aerial reconn<ii ssancc [hal showed a flurry ofCCF 
constru ct io n behind enemy lines ill early June, lJ.S. commanders were 
expecting a l arge- ~c:t\e allaek. And they we re righ!. T lJ e ceF 
offensive began \\"Ith an intcnsl! a rtill ery harrage aro und 6 p.m. on 
June 10. 

"Durin g rhe night." Time magazine reported in its June 22 , 1953 
edillon, "20,000 311illel), <l nd mo n ar sh ell!> exploded in an area smaller 
th an Tunes Square:' 

Hero;.,"," Amidst Nig htmare 
Defendin g Outpost Harry thai first night were 48 mell 

com pris ing two platoons from K Co., 3rd Bn. , 15th Regt. Befo re th e 
s he lls stopped explod ing, th e fir::. t of some 3,600 infantry troops from 
(he CCF's 741h Divis ion began swan ning mlO Hairy's trenc hes. f o r 
GIs. the Slluatlon was gri m. 

"1 thought I'd bough t (he fann ," sa id Sgl. O la Mlze, who was 
la ter awa rded Ihe Meda l of Honor fo r IllS aCilons in the early iTIonllng 
hours of June II . "I jusl knew I was gOlng to di e. I knew i1. J accepted 
I t. Alii wanted to do was take as many of th em wilh me as J could ," 

Heroi sm abounded Ihat first ni ght. U . Gcorge Richards ea fJlI.x l 
the Brol1 le Star Medal IY itli "V" device posthumous ly when he held 
th e cnemy o fr long enou gh for a fo rward observe r to ca ll In friend ly 
anill ery 011 the ir own pos ition. 

"Irs hard to believe I s urv ived lhe won;t ni ghtm nrc or m)' life , 
[lnd I wo uldn 't h~v c had It nOI been for men like CapL rM artin] 
Markley [commande r of K CompfIllY] , LI. Richards nnd the lorward 
observer," simi 2nd Lt. Sam Buck ohhe 39th Field ArtdJe ry Baltalio n, 
att ached to K Comp8ny. 

By (he timc two U. S, int:antl) (C and E) companies il nd a tank 
company of (he 15 th Regimelll reinforced Mize'::. uni t a round g a .m ., 
onl y \2 A ille ricans in the t\.vo ori gina l platoons we·re s ill I ali ve. BUI 
U.S. forces slill he ld the hil l. 

"When I reach ed fhe top of OutPOSf Harry. Ihe bailie. was 
fierce," sa id Staff SgL David "BI[lckie" Kls ka o f the T nnk Compan y. 
"We ga the rcd up the w ounded, londed them o n the personnel carric r 
and we nt down th e hili back to the MLR. We cont in ued thi s operaTion 
for th e nex i seve ral days. " 

Retneval of the dcad and wounded became a dai ly occu rrence 
lor lhe ne xi week. 

Just after midn ight on hmc 12, with B Co., 5th R egimenta l 
Combat Team (RCT) and B Co.. 15th Regt , now defendll1g OutpOSt 
Harl)" the CCF aUm:ked aga in , movillg th rough the!r own, c;:vcr­
pre~ent an lll elY fire 

"We coul d see th em OU I there nea r the wire, tailing right on top 
of each other. It j ust \\-[Isn ', human ," 5a id pvt. Wil liam Mc lennan . 3rd 
En ., 15 th Reg!. " I guess Ih !!:)' wa nled Han), Bul thcy did n't ge t it. 
They to ld us 10 hold It. We did:' 

As had become th e routine by this pomt in the banle, th e CCF 
withdrew at dawn, and I..!vacual ion oj' the dead and wounded 
commenced A Co., 5,h RCT (hen rel ieved B Company. 

Ul1relll S cell e 
Like clockwork, CCF a rti llery and morta r fire he ra lded [I II 

enemy attack around II p. m ,flme 13. Again , CCF troops broke inlO 
OP Harry's trench syslem, and once again G Is drove them out in 
vic iollS hand-to-hand comb" t. 

Reg rouping, the CCF mounted an ambitious three-pronged 
allac k from Ihe norlh , norlhwest and northeast <II 2 a.m . U.S. tToops 
from L Co , J5th Regt , rushed to Join Ihe fight. 

"The ~cenc on the top of Harry was unrea l," said Sgt. E. Dougl as 
Jones of L Company. "The smoke, dusl, searchl ights, pClraehute flares 
nnd nare grenades comhined to c reate .:l surrea l clree! diffi cull to 
descr ibe. The commo trenches on Harry were , in places, hal f~fil1 ed 

with bOd ies·-mosll y ChJnese." 

CCF (Iliac ked again III the early i1lommg hours of June 14 and 
IS with A, C G and E compames of Ihe 151h Reg ime nt and D Co., 5th 
RCT de fendll1g the hill al vari olls limes . Thc nights of June IS and 16 
...... e re qUi et o n O utPOSt Harry. T he Greek Banalion he ld the hill whil e 
U.S. infantr), unllS received some much-needed re~t. It also allowed B 
Co. , 10th Eng Ulcer COmb<l 1 Ba ttalio n and P Co., Greek Batta lion , to 
shore up Harry's defcn~ ive struc ture s. 

BUI the CCF had o ne gasp le lt T he familiar artill ery and mo rt ar 
barrages began ShOft ly after m idni ght on June 18, and th e Chinesc 
a ttacked, from the northeasl and Il onhwes l. A fte r th e ir illitia l thrusl 
['a il ed, CC F in fa nl ry reached th e trenches Mound 3 a.m. 

Agalll , bitter close- lip li ghting ensued, and N Co., Greck 
Battalion Jo ined the fig ht. By 4 a.m., U.S. and U.N. troops drove the 
CCF from O UlrJOs t Hflrry for good. The 3rd fnfant.1Y Divis ion 
eSlimated CCF cClsualti cs fo r Ihe eighl-day ba il ie at 4,200. U.S. 
casu a lties totaled 183 KI A and 606 WI A. ( Figu res eOlnpiled by 
resea rcher Michael P. S I<Jte r show 174 KI A.) 

Vic tOriOUS Gis , th ough, wcre wea ry. Promises o f a mllc h­
ant ic ipated eease-firo;;: were <; trl1 un fulfilled . 

"{fthis is gell ing ready for peace," a wounded rifleman sa id, "I'd 
just a:. soon go b<Jc k to the o ld war." Shortl y after the b<l ul e an Army 
nurse at a MASH linn a few miles from Outpost Harry echoed hIS 
thought s. As <; he s ho\ved a Time reporter a row of cots fill ed \vilh 
bloody, gro ,lIlJllg men, she sa id, "Does thi s look like peace to you?" 

Mall in Markl ey, capta in of K Co. , J5th ln r., back th en and now 
n mem ber or the Out post H<l rry Surv ivors Associ::lIion , pomted out: 
"or Sign ificance IS lhal four InJ'cinll) companies w~re awarded the 
Presldentla l Umt Cl talion for thi s ba ilI e." 

BATTLE CASUALTIES 

Killed in Action 183 

Wounded in Action 606 


Pl \ HI I' >\. 
\1t"1 L\ 8\ 11 

OI l ~ I'" " ""TIl', WI 1 •• I'l'I1 


CO'"'>'" " lUlI l E,..NlR U.t1' IIIO\ 

3RD 1'1 '1JI' 1)1\1510' 


I'll" IlHI!I ReCII'IL'1 

Otll't , , " \JIM\ IN I I .' 


Submitted By - "Shorty" Estabrook, 19'h INF 40 
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19THTHE INFANTRY 
FIRST IN CHINNAMPO 

By 

James F . Hill 
1 9 t h Infa n try 

BACKGROUND-

In la te Oc tobe r 195 0 c h e No r th Korean Ar my was in to tal di sa rra y a nd wa s ret re at".irig o n 
a1 : front s t o t h e Nor thern par t of t he count r y. I n close c o nt act with the enemy we re 
c o mbat un i:': s of 1. 1:- US Ei g h th Arm y . Pa rt o f the Eig hLh Ar my wa s t he US I Co r ps comma nded 
b y o'1d Jor G(-?ne ral f rank W. Mllbur n t h a t consi sted of ;... ;~ c 1s t Ca v alr y [iv ls lon , the 1s t 
Re publlc o f Korea Di vl s i on , t h e Rr i.t ish Commc·:rdea l t h Divi slon a nd t he 2 4 t h In f a nt ry 
Dlv ision . The 1s t Ca va l r y wa s c o mmanded by MG Hobar t Gay a nd t he 24 t h by MG Joh n Chllwc h . 

Afte r the b rea kou t o f US ~crce s in to North Korea I Co r p s wa s dss igned the wes t ~rn pa r t of 
t he cou r !- ::y with the 1s t Cay i..H-:.d th e 2 LJt h as t h e l e ad e lemen t s. T~e 24t h a r ea of 
op erat i on wa s t he coa s t i nland with the 1st Cavan the rlgh t o f the ~4Lh . Tbe a s s1.gned 
miss lon o f I Corps wes to de s t r oy a l NK Fo r c e s when c o n tac t was made and t o ca~tu re the 
capi to l c ity of No r e ll Ko r e:=l , Pyo ngyan g The 7 t h Caval ry Re g 1.men t was t he Ip. .:-d el e me nt fo r 
the I s ~ Ca v a nd the 1 9t I n1ant r y Re g1. ment was t h e lead un lt fo r t h e 24t h Div i s i on . 

FIRST IN CHINNAMPO 
No w . ~ r the f ac t s of how th e 1 9t.h was fi r s t i n Chin nampo - - . Ge ne ral Mi lburn had inf or:-:.~:..::0. 

Gene::.-o31 Gay a nd Ge ne ral Chur c h tha t the first d 1.V1S i onal u .. · '" t o e nt er th (~ c ". ·_y of 
Sar iwon , s outh o f Pyo ngyang , wou ld ha v e t.h e h onor o f ca p t ur ing Pyongya ng . Bo th the 7 t h 
Ca v a nd the 1 9th we r e ru nn i ng ne c l( and ne c k t o be th e f ". r s t in Sar iwo n but t he 7::h had 
the a dva n t age l:~ tha t the y were u sing the ma jor nort h- s o u tel road in t he area an d th e :9t h 
was being for ce~ to u s e t he seco ndary r oads along the c oast . I n f a ct , t he r eg imenta l 
comman d er o f '. ~ Ie 7t h had ord e red tha t no other un it s could g o through t he 7 t h s a .cea and 
he eve n es tabl ished r o a dbl ock s to hi s rea r to p r eve nt an y unit t o en ter . 

By th e 17th of Oc tober b oth the 7 eh Ca v a nd t he 19t h Infant ry t~oops were t ra vel l ng by 
n i g h t u nder bl ac kout c o ndi t i ons . I t was d i ffi cult 1.n tha t t he u n lts d Od not ha v e a n y ma p s 
o f t he area bel ng traveled . The nl gh t be f o r e r e ach i ng the Ta edo ng R~ ve r es t u a ry t h e 1 9th 
was trave llng a t a s low s peed along an unmarked o ne-l an e gravel road . Sudden l y out o f a 
si de road came fou r o r fi ve ve h J_ c les a t a hlgh s peed wlth c. he i r l i g hts on a nd entered 
ln to the 1 9 t hs c on voy . Aft e r a f e w mome n t s of p ani c o n b o th s 1. d e s the dr ive r s o f t he NK 
v e hl c les r e.::l l ze d t h a t t he y were l n a n Ame rican c o nvoy and af te r a smal.: [ ire l~ght t hey 
aba ndoned thelr vehlc l e s a nd ran i nto th e ne a r b y fo r ests . At t h e time I w ~~ in t he le ad 
ve r :i ::. le of a ten o r t welve t ruc ~ c on voy . The v ehlc _e tha t wa s a b a ndoned c : ,:) sest t o my 
P031tion wa s a b ran d new Ru ss ian ve r S10 n of ou r 2 - 1 /2 t o n tru c k and It s e ngi ne wa s sti ll 
runnl. ~g . ( I kept ~ t for a b o u t "(. wo weeks befo re i t was t_ ake n awa y ·~om me b y highe r 
a uthor it y a nd given to t h e Sout h Korea n Army! ) 

Upo n r gachi ng t h e e s t ll a r y we we nt ln to bi vou a c along the wa ter f ront. The ne x t mo r n i ng our 
regImenta l Pipe r Cu b pil ot re~c~ted tha e he ha d observed a c r o ss t he r ~ . ve r I n Ch1. nn ampo 
t ha t t~ere wa s no si gns o f life .n t he town bu t t here wa s wh a t loo ked l :~e a p rlson wit h 
s eve r a l b o d l es in a p lt t ha t a pr(: ~ red t o be Cau casi a n . Dur Ing t h l S t ime we ~er e f l. nd Ing 
POW s t hat ha d e scaped f rom the No rth Kor ea ns. Th ere wa s conc e rn ~ I}at t he bodi es th2 p i lot 
ha d observed co u l d ha ve b e en Ame r ican POWS . Chin nampo wa s a o nce a h l ghly l nd us trlal l z e d 
c ity t h~t s erved as th e port ci ty f o r Pyo ngy a ng . The Clt y n:s j be e n d e v eloped by Brit i s, l 
interes ts an d had n ume rou s we l l - c ons "Cructed building s, howe ve r, the US Air Fa r c e had 
pcert y wel l de s troyed t he c it y an d the pl lo t re por t e d tha t t he pr ison was in r uins . 

The mor ning of the 22nd my b at tal Ion command er (L t . Colon el Mi c key Marks, l a te r Ma jor 
Ge ne r al Ma rks) t as ked me wj th the miss lon o f t ak ing a s quad of 7 or 8 me n , mai nly fr om B 
Compa ny , c ros s th ~ Ta e d o ng i stua r y a nd go t o t he pr i s on sit e a nd dete-~lne i f any o f t he 
b odie s the p I l o t ha d obse r ved we r e Ame rican o r Br i t l sh . I ha v e fo r g ot~en the names of t he 
men t ha t \.";'"(:;'"2 w~ th me e xcept f or Lt. Ll oyd !:fIlith , Sg t . BJ Hunt , Cpl . Henr y Gr zec orzew s kl 
a nd Cpl . Uob Ha r tl e y We fo und along t he wa ter fr on t a small Ko r ean d ugo ut wi t h a sma ll 
o u t board motor. Af t e r con v l ncing a very s care d ~or" 11 KO r e a n t ha t we mean t h lm no ha rm a nd 
Ju s t want ed tran spo r ta ti on ac r oss the e s t uary he a greed to take u s ac r os s " 
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THE 19TH fNFANTRY - FfRST IN CHfNNAMPO (COlli.) 

Aft e.c fill~ng t he t an k wi t h g asol in e we cros s e d t h e wa t er that ~vas over a mile wlde a t 
that p o int . We we~ e all very tensed b ecaus e we d id not kn o w i f s ome NK straggler s were 
stl ll III the town and we ha d bee n inf ormed that the e stua r y ha d bee n mined with Russia n 
mi nes . The tide fro m the Yellow Sea i s very s tron g and was ebb lllg wh en we cross ed. For a 
t _ -~ ! -: i t wa s ou r " Pu tt -Putt " agalns t th e ti d e but we fi n ally made It ac r o ss t o the 

Ch in nampo side of t he wa ter . 

l<. lr Force fighter s wlth r ocke ts had hlt the town on numer o us occa s ion s and we found t he 
town comple tely dese rted . The re wer e no so ldier s or c ivil i ans to be f8 und . Aft er 
de te rml ni ng we were the onl y l iv ing i nd ivi d ual s in town we proceeded seve r a l bloc ks i n to 
the t own to th e prison c ompo u nd a nd veri fied that all the b odi es we re Asi an and t here 
were no Caucasl an s . By th l S tlme lt wa s late af tern oon an d with t he tide coming i n at a 
rapid speed I wa nt ed to c r oss back over t o t h e southern side o f the est u a r y b e fore 
nigh t f all . I took my s mal l group t hat were with me b ac k ln to "down town " an d we all 
de cided we needed a break be for e we t a c k led c ros si ng the e stua ry ag ain . 

As W:'~ wer e re sting al o ng si de o f what was once a bank b Ul lding we heard t he no i s e o f 
sever01 veh icl es ente r ing the town fr om t he e a st. Needl ess to say It put us on e dg e a s we 
prepare d to t a ke on whateve r wa s coming o ur way . Around t he corne r of t he main st reet i n 
a cloud of dust came a US J e ep wlth a pair of Bu ffa l o ho rn s att ached to the hood a nd a 
bug le r o r al[ h o rn pl aying ~~e cava lry b ugle call " Charg e ". S_~~lng i n the j eep wa s an US 
Ar my Colon e l wi th severa l GIs t ha t were armed to the tee th . On ce he s po tted our rag-tag 
group (we hadn ' t s have d or had a c h ange of clo thes i n several d ays) he ordered his d rive r 
to s top h is v e hlcl e. After a sa l ute fr om a ver y nervous unkempt looking lie".J t enant h e 
l ook e d me s traigh t in t he eye a nd sa id words to the e ffe ct " Who In th e Hell are you? " I 
e xpla ined our ml ss ion a nd i n f ormed him that we had b e en i n the t o wn for seve ral ho u r s a nd 
t here was no o ne el s e the r e . Afte r some mor e troop s f rom hIS unit ar rived he ha d his Mess 
Sergean t prov Ide u s with some hot f ood a nd fo:-1 us be f ore we ta ckled t he river and the 
incomI ng tide f or our retu rn tr ip ac r oss the r i ver t o t he sou th side. I la te r f ound o u t 
t he Co l onel wa s Wil l l am A . Harri s who was the r eglmen tal corruna nde r of t he 7th Ca v alry 
Regime nt of the 1st Ca valry Dl v isi o n. 

Several days l ater we recelved a copy of the Stars an d Stripe s ne wspape r wi th the bi g 
headlines " THE FI RST CAVA LRY DIV ISION; FIRST IN MANI LA , FIRST IN TO KYO AND FI RST IN 
PYO NG YANG AND CHINNAMPO '. Even if the 19th neve r recei ved the publ i city that Colonel 
Ha rris and the 1st Cavalry rece i ved 1 st Lt . Jim Hlil a nd a s ma ll group o f soldiers f rom 
the 1st Bat ta lion, 19 t h Inf an tr y \-.J ill alway s kno w t hat t h e 19 th Infantry was FI RS T i n 
Chi nnampo , 

THE REST OF THE STORY-
The B r ~:: i. s h 2 7t h Bri gade attached to the 1st Ca va lry Dlvlsion was the fir st UI!_ l n to 
Sari won gi vi ng the 1st Ca v the ri ght to capture Pyong yang as p romi s ed b y the Cerps 
Commander Howe ver, d ue to a mis u nderstanding of orde rs given b y Gen eral Ga y to Col one lI 

Harrl S the 7th Caval ry Reg ime nt wa s denied t he h o nor o f captu ri ng Pyongyang . That h o nor 
was g iven to th e 5th Ca val ry Reglme nt. f Compa ny, 5th was t he fIr s t un l t int o the city on 
1 9 October al though t he 1s t ROK D_vis ion en te red t he CI t y at about the same tlme fr om a 
di ff ere nt di rec tlon. Th e 7th Caval r y wa s glven t he t a sk of securing Chin na mp o an d ',~e 

official US Arm y history states t ha t t he 7t h ent ered Ch innampo on 22 Oc t ober afte r a 
nie:':.: march from south of Pyon gyang . Sorry his tor y boo k- on t h e af t ernoon of 22 October 
Lt . Jim Hl11 and a sma ll g r o up of s oldie rs fr o m the 1st Battalion , 19th In fa ntry were 
sitt i ~g d own to a hot meal wit h a v ery lrate Colonel Har r is who wa s s tl ll p er tu rbed ~ ~at 

a young , immat ure l ieu ten a n t an d seven o r eigh t me n had a rrive d in Chinna mpo befo r e ~1. im . 

Colone l W~] L am ]I._l lan Harris was a West Poin t gra duate of 1933 a nd had se rved wi th 
dlsti netl on in World War II . Afte r Kore a he s erved at the hlghe s t leve ls of the US Army 
an d retired as a Maj or Ge ne ral in 19 66 . General Ha rr is dl ed I n 198 6 . Jim H~ ll serv ed wlt h 
19t h Infant ry in both J apa n and Ko rea f r om 1 94 9 t o 1951 and retired f rom the Un ited 
State s Ar~y in 1975 a fter t hl rty-one ye ar s of servi ce . He lS a for me r P resident o f the 
24th Infan~ry Dlvisl 0 n As sociat l on . 

42 



43 




34th Infantry Regiment 
L.E.P . & fri end in Camp Stonman. CA 

Some afmy Platoon in Phil ippines (2 Arrows are Johnson Twins) 

L.E. P., YOllng from Ohio, Whit lock fro m W. Virginia in lhe Philippine Islands 

L E. P is Lawrence Persol1eni 

Submilted By Paul Cllin for Lawrence Personeni 
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341h Infantry Regiment ,r. .. " ";; 

My wonderful wife, Inez, has wanted me to write an art icl e for the Taro Leaf since the Editors encou raged former 
members to write about experiences while being members of the 24th Di vision . 

I was a member of Company M, 34th Infantry Regiment, later transfen'ed to Service Company Our Regiment was 
activated at Fort Jackson, S. C. in 1940. [n October '4[ , we recei ved orders for transfer to the Philippine Is lands. We sa iled 
from San Francisco, Calif. on December 16th arri ved at Honolulu December 22nd, If the attack on Pearl Harbor had been 
a month later, we would have probabl y made the Bataan Dea th March , Anyway , we were ass igned to the 24th Di vis ion at 
Schofield Bks. We were quartered in the o ld 298th Hawaiian Na tional Guard Barracks. They wcre all wood barracks and 
one sto ry open type with sc reens around the buildings, All of us who are living reme mber where we went and what we did 
while at Schofield, 

A fter Schofield, we sailed to Australia landin g at a small seaport town named Gladstone . We went north, by ra il , to 
Rockhampton . Remember the narrow gage railroad s? There, wc assembled, trained and went to Brisbane for further beach 
landing. After which we sailed to Goodenough Island and s taged for Hollandia in New Gu inea. After om first combat it 
was Biak Island, back to Hollandia for the Philippine Is lands Leyte was first, On to Luzon , (Remembe r Zig Z ig Pa ss, 
Bataan, Con egi dor, Mindoro and last Mindanao?) 

The "Point System" was in effect then and there were fifty-one of our, who made it through were left to rotate. All, having 
the same amoun t of rotation points. drew numbers written on sc raps of paper. The ritual was cond ucted by Col. William 
A . Jenna, our Regimental Commander. ( If you remember, the Col. wa s an accomplished pianist) , I predicted that I would 
draw number fifty-on e and I did , So, I believe that I was in the last group to lea ve the 34 th Infantry Regiment. 


I retired July 1962 afte r twenty two years service as a 1st Sgt. I was the Regimental Motor Sgt. for our Regiment. I hope I 

served well. Let' s Pray for our Comrades who may be still livin g and were members of the Great 34th Infantry Regiment 

May the Supreme Being Above watch over us who are left. Thank you . 


Roger L. Reid 
42 1 Watson Street 
Thomson, GA 30824 
E-Mail Address;noblereid@ao l.com 

Dave Mann, 34'" taking a pho to of Hill 522 in PI 

Submitted By ~ Roger L. Reid . 34th 


It was in Japan With the 34" Regiment, Sent to Korea 
June 1950. Hit our first action on July 5, 1950. 1 was 
wJth Medical Co. as a Jeep driver; when we got hit July 
20, 1050. That was the end of the 34" for me. After 
walking the hills trYing to find our lines for 21 days, 1 
was sent to the 19" Regt They gave me a medical bag 
and said f was a combat medic after showing me how to 
stop the bleeding and bandaging. f was with 3 or 4 
companies, because 1 was sent back to the rear and 
never returned to the Company fleft. 

But 1 am getting mail from K. Co., so that must have been my last company f as sent back to the States in May of1951. 

About the flags: f told my friend Pat Alberts what 1 wanted to do, In the meantime Wal·Mart had the poles and flags. 
She worked for them and got the first crack at these. Brought them home and sealed and put them up. So f had to put 
them before Memorial Day. Because we are the home for Memorial Days It worked out OK. I've had many compliments 
on them. 

James Cannioto, 8 East River Street, Waterloo, NY 13165 

p.s. Walterloo, NY is the birthplace of Memorial Day. 

Submitted By - A.G. Montaglion e, 34'" INF 
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Page Submitted By - Wes Morrision , 2 J" INF 
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3rd Engineer Combat Battalion 

Baker on Po int 

Photos Submitted By - Clyde Matlock who was with the 3" 

"C" Engs, June 1950 - June 195 1 

Mrs. Mat-lock has a request in Looking For Buddies on page 
l8 for anyone who knew Clyde [0 gI ve her a calL 
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Submitted By - Fr'~ d e ric k E. Baker. 26'h AAA 

Subnutled By - Harold Aberl e) 26'11 AAA 

155mm Howifzer of I f,h Field 
knocked ouf as we left Taejo l1 , 20 
July 1950. 
Photo taken by PFC Lang, 24'" 
!lfP 's. as we re-entered the city 18 
Sept 1950 
(Note fires burned 01J) 
Subln il led By ­
Frederi ck E. Baker, 26t1 

' AAA 
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r3:XIT LA UGHING (or Crving) 
rHE STUPID SIGN 
Stupid people should have to wea r signs that just say, "I'm Srupid ." That 

lIay you wou ldll't rely on lhem, would YOLl? You wou ldn't ask them 
nything. 11 would be like, "Exclise mc ... oops ... never mind, didn't see your 
ign. " 

h's like before my wife and [ mo ved. OUf house was full of boxes and 
here was a U-Haul truc k in our drive way. My ne ighbo r comes over and 
<lYs, "Hey, you moving?" "Nope. We just pack ou r stuffup once or twice a 
veek La see how many boxes illakes. He re's your sign." 

A couple of months ago r went fishing w ith Cl buddy of mine. we pulled 
lis boat into the dock, I lifted up this big 01' s tringer of bass and thi s idiot on, 
he dock goes, "Hey, y'aJl ca tch all them fish?" "Nope. Talked 'em into 
:lving up . Here's your sign." 

[ was watching one of those animal show s on the Discovery C hannel. 
~here was a gu y inventing a shark bite SUiL And there's only o ne way 10 test 
l. "A lright, Jimmy, yo u got that shark suit o n, it looks good ... They want 
'all to jump inlO this pool of sharks, and y011 le11 us if il hurts when they bile 
·ou." "\Vell , all right, but hold my s ign . I don't wanna lose it." 

Last timc I had a Oal tire, J pulled my truck into one of dlOse side-of-thc­
oad gas stations. The a ttendant walks out, look s at my truck , looks at me, 
.nd I SWEAR he said , "Tire go Oat?" 1couldn't resist. [ said, "Nope. I was 
[ri ving. L1round and thosc other three just swelled ri ght up on 111e. Herc's your 
ign ." 

We were trying to sell our car about a year ago. A guy came over to the 
ouse and drove the ca r around for about 45 minutes. \Ve get back to the 
Oll se, he gets out of the ca r, rcaehes down and g rabs [be exhaust pipe, then 

y:.., "Dam that's hot!" See, if he'd been wearing hi s sign, [ eoo ld have 
opped him. 

[ learned to dri ve an 18-wheeler in my days of adventurc . Wo uldn't yOll 
now, [ misjudged Ihe height of a bridge. The Iruck got stuck and I couldn't 
e t it oul , no mailer how I tried. r radioed in for help and even tuall y a local 

p shows up to takc tbe report . He went Iitrough his bas ic 
uestion ing ... o kay ... no problem. I thought for sure he was clear ofnceding a 
·gn ... lInlil he asked, "So, is your lruck stuck?" J couldn't help myselr. [ 
oked a t him, looked back at the ri g and then back to him and sa id, "No, I'm 

ehvering a bridge ... here's your s ign." 

I stayed late nL work one ni ght and a co-worker looked at me and sa id , 
rc you slill here? " I repli ed, "No . I left abo ut 10 minutes ago. Hcre's your 

gn." 

Anybody you know need a 5ign today? 

fht-' next time someone says something stupid ask them where their sign 

The real author of the piece is Bill Engvall. Engva ll has been performing 
is "Here's yom s ign" routinc in comed y clubs for many a year, and in 1997 
. produced a comedy reco rd of that name. That same yenr hc Learned with 
nger Travis Tritt on a video entitled "Here's Your Sign," whic h fea tured 
ritt's voca ls over Engvall's spoken-word comedy. It went on to become the 

I-selling comedy single of thc yea r and, morc impressively, finished No. 
ll1110ng all country s ingles. 
To be fair, Bill Engva ll was not the first to make folks laugh ", ilh smal1ass 
sponses to dumb inquiries. Anot her populnr (and earlicr) exampJe of Ihis 
'nrc was AI laffec's "Snappy A nswers [0 St'upid Questions" an ongoing 
ature of Mad Magazine from {he 1960s. The followin g sample comes from 
1968 iss\le: 

Q: (from a waiter, 10 a busband and wife) Table for how man y? 

A: A hundred and twelve- we like to change seals every few minutes. 

A: Onc - my wife will sit o n my shoulders. 

A: 1 don't know - I can't eounlthal hig h, ei ther. 

::: ..~ 
« Let's try getting up every night at 2:00 AM 

to feed the caL If we e:l\Joy doln.g that, 
theD we ~ talk about having a baby." 

NEWS OF THE WEIRD 
FINE DINING DOWN THE TOILET 
Taiwan resta.urant's moli/lakes a bath 

tn the las t few years, Taiwan emrepreneu rs have opened restaurants wit h 
motifs such as pri sons, zo mbies and Mao Zedollg , but the latest is Enc 
Wa ng's "Marton ," in Kaollsiung, whose theme is the toilet. A ll sea ts are 
what you would think , w ith food served on a g lass tabletop rest ing on a 
hathtuh , and some of the delicac ies are presented in miniature to il et bowls 
(among them, curry hot pot, and dis turbingly , chocolate ice cream). 

THE ENTREPRENEURiAL SPIRIT 
(I) Blitish entreprene ur Colin Dowse recently introduced Sprayonmud 

(aboUl US$ 14 a quart ); dirty waler chem ically treated for greater stickiness, 
mainl y for urban SUV owners to pass themselves off <:IS all·terrain 
advent·urers. (2) The maker of Doggies (which for several years has sold 
sung lasses for dogs at about $25) no w offers corrective-l ens DoggIes 
starting at $75 , which veteri nary ophthalmologists call prescribe as 
alte rnati vc to $2,000 lens- replacement surgery, according to a M<lrch report 
by KMGH·TV in Denver. 

SCIENCE QN THE CUTTING EDGE 
Reccnt scholarly findings (redllced to Oleir esscnee in a May Wa ll Street 

Journa l column): It' s much easier to idcntify someonc if he is physically 
Ilcar you Ihan if he is up to 450 feet away (Psyc honomic BLllletin Rc view, 
Febmary). People who choose their career:; carefully , rather than on a whim, 
ex pericnce greater job sat is fac tion (Jollmal of Economic Psychology, vo l. 
26, no.3). Coll ege students {end to drink mo re alcoholic beverages than [hey 
realjze (Alcoholism: C linica l & Experimen tal Resea rch, Apri ]) . If patients 
volunlanl y te ll a doctor about a bad s ide effect o f a medic ine, they are more 
likely to bc switched to a safer o nc than if they don' t (Archives of Internal 
Medic ine, January) . According 10 a study by Professor Martin G ibala and 
othe rs, published in the June 10umal of Applied Physiology, people can ge t 
th e health benetits associa ted with two hours' cycling in jus t [WO minutes. 
Gibala said that over a [Wo-week period, two hours daily o f modcrate-speed 
riding made cyclists no hca lthier than four aJl-out, lo-the-max 30-sccond 
bursts daily (w ith four minutes' reSI in between) . (However, a ll subjects 
were al ready at least moderate exercisers.) 

LEAST COMPETENT CRIMINALS 
Easy lde ntific<lt ions: (1) Awiey "Chucky" Hernandez, 20, was arrested 

when he went to the 90th Precinct s talion ho use in BrOOkl yn to ehcck on [he 
statns of a pal and inadvertently stood direcLly in front of his own "wanted" 
pos ter (0 11 robbery and dmg charges). The in--cus tody pal Hemandez had 
come 10 inquire about was Huquan "Guns" Ga vin , 18, who appears with him 
on the poster. (2) Charles Cross Jr., was arrcsled on the stree t minutes ,'Iner 
a ll egedly robb ing a Fifth Third Bank in Louisville, Ky. , in May, because he 
displayed thc effects of having been looking directly into hi s stash bag at the 
moment the red-dye device exploded. 

MORE TfIINGS TO WORRY ABOUT 
(l) Five Buddhist monks in Bangkok were defrocked in May after a 

street tight culminating years of hoslilit y between !:'Ivo temples, according to 
a Reuters dispat ch. Sa id one (w ho used brass knuckles), "When an ordinary 
person is given a lniddle-finger sign, he will be mad. So will 1." (2) In May, 
a 1, 500-pollnd camel Il<lmed Poon, ro<llTIlng around his home at thc Ma yle 
Farm in Shinnston, W Va., decided 10 s it down on top ofa woman who was 
painting a fence. No one could hear her mllffied screams, but she Inanagcd 
to call 9 11 on her cell phone, and he lp arri ved JUSt CIS Poon had begun to bIte 
her. 

Chuck Shepherd . 

News of lhe We ird (We ird New~«'yearth hnk .ne l ) 




The Medal of Honor, the nation s highest sward 
for militalY Valor is given to those who have 
acted with supreme courage and to disregard 
their won safety in the fa ce of most hazardow 
cond itions. It is an award that only , 
comparati ve handful of men in the world af( 
entitled to wear. It is bestowed by act 0 ' 

Congress and renects Democracy's gratitude t( 
those who, III moments of risk, offeree 
everything they had in its defense, including lif, 
itself. The medal is but a humble token, , 
ges ture of recognition for sacTitices, whicl 
c" nnot be repaid to its honored holders, tbe; 
survivors, in worldly goods. 
Twelve solders o( the 24'" In fa n\Jy Di vision 
between 1944 and 195 1, so distinguishe, 
themselves with sacrific ial and intrepid nets 0 1 

the battlefield and received thi s highes 
decoration. Three recipients are from Worl, 
War II and the other nine received their award: 
during the Koran War. Only General Dean 
Lieutenant Dodd, And Sergeant Adams lived t, 
receive the Medal personally. Sergeant Duk, 
survived combat but died later in a North Korea! 
POW camp. All others were killed in action 
and along with Sgt. Duke received thei 
decorat ions posthumou sly. 

Private First Class James H. Diamond, New Orleans, Louisiana 
C Co mpany, 21 ~ I In fantry Regiment 
8 - 14 May 1945, Mintal, Mindanao 

.lust two weeks before the surrender by Japan, a Japanese sniper arose from his foxhole to throw a grenade at PIc. Diamond's section. PIc 
Diamond charged the enemy so ldier, killing him with a burst from his submachine gun. While delivering sustained fire upon the enemy wit" 
his submachi.ne gno, he directed al1ill ery and heavy machinegun fire on a group of enemy pillboxes that were pinning down his and othe 
sections. This all owed two U.S. machine gun sections to set up and bring their weapons to bear on the enemy . He later vo lunteered to assist i 
evacuating wounded soldi ers from a bridgehead, transporting them to safety through a hail of enemy mortar and a11i llery tire. Days later, whil 
leading a patrol through enemy fire to evacuate wounded, he was mortally wounded as he secured an abandoned machinegun. Through neD 

death , he was able to draw the enemy's fire , allowing the remaining patrol members to reach safety. 
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